
17S5

*^^nm

w.

WOiy BiBLf





V



HISTORY

LODGE No. 43, R & A. M

BEING THE RECORDS

FIRST CENTURY OF ITS EXISTENCE

ALSO

A REPORT OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE CENTENNIAL CELEBRATION, BIO-

GRAPHICAL SKETCHES OF ITS CHARTER MEMBERS, PAST

MASTERS, AND PRESENT OFFICERS,

» AND

A COMPLETE LIST OF THE MEMBERS OF THE LODGE,

By p. M. GEORGE R. WELCHANS, M. D.

LANCASTER, PA.

1885.



COMMITTEE 'ON PRINTING HISTORY.

\ T the stated meeting of Lodge No. 43, held May 13th, 1885,

-^^ the following Committee was appointed for the purpose of

taking charge of all matters in connection with the printing and

distribution of the History of the Lodge, as prepared by Bro.

P. M. George R. Welchans, M. D.

JOSHUA L. LYTE, W. M.

CHARLES M. HOWELL, P. M.

GEORGE R. WELCHANS, P. M.

JOEL S. EABY, P. M.

HUGH S. GARA, Sec.

(v)



OFFICERS.

R. W. GRAND LODGE OF PENNSYLVANIA.

1S85.

R. W. GRAND MASTER,

E. COPPEE MITCHELL.

R. W. DEPUTY GRAND MASTER,

JOSEPH EICHBAUM.

R. W. SENIOR GRAND WARDEN,

CLIFFORD p. McCALLA.

R. W. JUNIOR GRAND WARDEN,

J. SIMPSON AFRICA.

R. W. GRAND TREASURER,

THOMAS R. PATTON.

R. W. GRAND SECRETARY,

MICHAEL NISBET.

(vi)



LEHER EROM THE R. W. GRAND MASTER.

Office of the R. W. the Grand Master of \

Free and Accepted Masons of Penna., etc. --

Masonic Temple, Philadelphia, November 17, i88j. )
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PREFACE.

AT the stated meeting of Lodge No. 43, F. & A. M., held at

their Hall, on Wednesday evening, December 8, 1875, ^

resolution was offered and unanimously adopted, appointing a

committee of five of the oldest Past Masters and members of

the Lodge to prepare and have published in pamphlet form a

History of Lodge No. 43, they reporting to the Lodge before

printing the same.

This committee, after some consideration of the subject, took

no further action, and the resolution was not carried into effect.

At the stated meeting of the Lodge held March 14, 1883, the

mover of the above resolution again brought the subject to the

attention of the Lodge, as the following extract from the Min-

utes of that date will show :

"Brother P. M. Dr. George R. Welchans stated that in two

years the Lodge will be called upon to celebrate its Centennial

Anniversary, and spoke of the importance of having the History

of the Lodge prepared for that time ; he therefore moved that

Bro. Secretary Hugh S. Gara be appointed to prepare the His-

tory.

" The motion was unanimously agreed to."

At the stated meeting of February 13, 1884, Bro. Secretary

Gara informed the Lodge that it was impossible for him to per-

form this task, and asked to be relieved of the same. Worship-

ful Master Bro. James B. Strine having, with great reluctance,

accepted Bro. Gara's declination, was pleased to appoint the

undersigned as his successor.

Realizing the vastness and responsibility of the undertaking,

and the difficulties with which it was beset, it was with reluctance

and fear that we consented to attempt that which others, better

fitted for the task, were unwilling to undertake ; and we sincerely

(ix)
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trust that the earnest efforts we have made to obtain and record

only facts, as they developed in the history of the Lodge during

the past century, will merit the approval of the Brethren.

In addition to the records and papers of Lodge No. 43,

and of the R. W. Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania, we desire at

this place to acknowledge our indebtedness for information

gleaned from the different Histories of Pennsylvania and Lan-

caster County, and from Harris's Biographical History of Lan-

caster County. We also gratefully acknowledge obligations to

Past Master Charles M. Howell, and Brothers Hugh S. Gara,

Christian Gast, and Christian Widmyer, of Lodge No. 43, also

to Bro. P. M. Charles E. Meyer, of Lodge No. 295, Philadel-

phia, and to Bro. P. M. J. Henry Brown, of Philadelphia

Lodge, No. 72, formerly of Lodge No. 43 and its oldest living

Past Master, for valuable assistance rendered.

The reminiscences of these Brethren, who have been long in

the faith, aided, in some instance, by valuable documents in

their possession, have been the means of supplying missing links,

thus rendering more complete the record of our eventful history.

To our present Worshipful Master, Bro. Joshua L. Lyte,

belongs a large share of whatever credit may be due for the

acceptable manner in which this work has been arranged in

book form.

Our task is ended. The work is yours ; and notwithstanding

all its faults and shortcomings it will serve to preserve for you,

and perpetuate for your posterity, the records of the first century

of the existence of Lodge No. 43, F. & A. M.

GEORGE R. WELCHANS.
Lancaster, Pa., December, i88§.



CONTENTS.
PAGE

Frontispiece 2

Action of the Lodge on Printing its History 5

Officers of the Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania 6

Letter from R. W. Grand Master E. Coppee Mitchell, Esq 7

Officers of Lodge No. 43, F. and A. M 8

Preface 9

INTRODUCTION.

Origin of Free Masonry in this Country, in Pennsylvania, and in Lancaster

County—Preliminary Meetings of Lodge No. 43—Application for a War-

rant—The old Original Warrant of the Lodge—Dispensation to Consti-

tute Lodge No. 43—Its Constitution—List of Lodges in Lancaster County

and Date of Their Warrants 17

CHAPTER I.

1785 to 1795—The First Meeting of the Lodge—Copy of Proceedings of the

First Meeting—The First By-Laws—Signers of the First By-Laws—First

Petition for, and Initiation to Membership—Proceedings of the Grand

Lodge in' its Declaration of Independence of Great Britain—The New
Warrant for Lodge No. 43—First Elections for Officers of the Lodge

—

Different Places of Meeting of the Lodge—Record of Initiations, Admis-

sions, Deaths, Withdrawals, etc., during the First Ten Years of the

Lodge's Existence—Biographical Sketch of Bro. Matthias Slough . 24

CHAPTER II.

1795 to 1805—Elections of Officers—First Action toward the Erection of a

Masonic Hall—Different Sites for the Same Considered—Consent of the

Corporation Authorities of the Borough obtained for the Erection of a

Lodge Room over the New Market House—Estimate of the Expense of

Building—Agreement Made between the Corporation and the Lodge

—

Agreement Made between the Committees of the Corporation and Lodge

No. 43 and the Workmen—Removal of the Lodge to the "Fountain Inn"—

Funeral Procession in Honor of Bro. Gen. George Washington, Dec'd.

—

First Meeting of the Lodge in its new Lodge Room—Description of the

Hall at that Time—The Use of the Lodge Room for Holding Court, etc.

Fmancial Condition of the Lodge—Renting of the Lodge Room, and Re-

(Xi)



Xll CONTENTS.

PAGE
moval of the Lodge to the " Indian King"—First Grand Visitation

—

Withdrawal of Members to form Philanthropic Lodge, No. 104—Record

of Initiations, Admissions, Deaths, etc., for the Ten Years .... 44

CHAPTER IIL

1805 to 1815—Finances—Bills Receivable and Bills Payable Large, but Cash

Credit Light—Grand Lodge Dues and Other Debts Pressing—W. M. Bro.

Wm. Kirkpatrick to the Rescue—Better Times—The First Expulsion in

1807— First Steps Taken Towards the Establishment of a Royal Arch

Chapter—Organization of Chapter No. 43, R. A. M.—Removal of the

Lodge to Its Own Lodge Room—Clothing Worn in Lodge and Funeral

Processions—The Brethren Called from Labor to Refreshment—Bio-

graphical Sketch of Bro. John Banister Gibson, LL.D.—The Masonic

Term Made Twelve Months in 1814 58

CHAPTER IV.

1815 to 1825—"Bull" from the R. W. Grand Master—First Seeds of Dis-

satisfaction—Dedication of the Masonic Hall at Marietta—Initiation of

Bro. James Buchanan—Withdrawal of Members to Form Washington

Lodge No. 156—First Step Taken in the Difficulties Between the Lodge

and the Grand Lodge—Circular Letter to the Different Lodges Through-

out the Jurisdiction^Replies to the Circular Letter—Answer to the I^et-

ter from Lodge No. 51—Report of Committee to Attend Communication

of the Grand Lodge—Letter from Industry Lodge No. 131—Reply to

the Letter from No. 131—Donation to Suffering Savannah—Appointment

of Grand Lecturers—Report of Committee of Grand Lodge on Applica-

tion of Lodges No. 21 and 43 for Charity to the Widow of a Past Master

—Report of Committee of Lodge No. 43 on the State of Masonry in

this Commonwealth—Action of the R. W. Grand Lodge with Reference

to the Same—Report of the Committee of the Grand Lodge—Letter

from the R. W. Grand Master—Report of the Committee of the Lodge

on the Proceedings of the Grand Lodge and the R. W. Grand Master's

Letter—Action of the Grand Lodge in Vacating the Warrant of Lodge

No. 43—The Officers and Members Cited to Appear before the Grand

Lodge—Convention of the Masons of Lancaster County in the Lodge

Room at Lancaster—Resolutions with Reference to the Differences Be-

tween the Grand Lodge and Late Lodge No. 43—Committee of Late

Lodge No. 43 before the Grand Lodge—Resolution to Rescind All Pro-

ceedings and that the Warrant Be Returned— Resuscitation of the Lodge

—Bro. James Buchanan's Letter on Being Notified of his Election as

Worshipful Master— First Appointment of District Deputy Grand Mas-

ters—Masonic Convention at Harrisburg—Ofllcial Visitation of R. W.
Grand Master Josiah Randall, Esq.—Procession and Sermon at Church.

66



CONTENTS. Xlll

PAGE
CHAPTER V.

1S25 to 1835—Bro. P. M. George B. Porter appointed District Deputy Grand

Master—Visit of Bro. Gen. Lafayette to Lancaster—Subordinate Chap-

ters of R. A. M. of the .State Placed Under the Control of the Grand

Holy Royal Arch Chapter—Report of Committee of Lodge No. 43 on

the Subject—The Lodge Room Enlarged—Economy of the Brethren

—

Bro. P. M. Samuel Humes, M. D., Appointed District Deputy Grand Mas-

ter—Anti-Masonic Times— Its Effect Upon Lodge No. 43—Reaction and

Reorganization—The Roll of Honor 123

CHAPTER VI.

183510 1845—Bro. P.M. Thomas Jeffries Appointed District Deputy Grand

Master—The First Charity Committee — Attempt to Form a Second

Lodge in Lancaster—-Grand Visitation by R. W. Grand Master John M.

Read, Esq.—The Oldest Living Members of Lodge No. 43—Repairs to

Lodge Room—Bro. P. M. Robert Moderwell Appointed District Deputy

Grand Master—The First Grievance Committee 138

CHAPTER VII.

1845 'o 1855—Financial Embarrassment—Action of the Lodge on the Death

of Bro. Ex-President Andrew Jackson—Resolution on the Withdrawal

of W. M. Bro. James Regan—Grand Visitation by R. W. Grand Master

James Page, Esq.—Action of the Lodge on the Death of Bro. Ex- Presi-

dent James K. Polk—Introduction of Gas into the Hall—The Beginning

of the Accumulation of a Permanent Fund—The First Board of Trus-

tees—-Procession and Ceremonies in the Removal of the Remains of Bro.

Stephen Girard to their Final Resting-place—Resolutions on the Death

of Bro. D. D. G. M. George B. Kerfoot, M. D.—Bro. P. M. J. B. Kauff-

man Appointed District Deputy Grand Master—The Masonic Temples

in Philadelphia—Death of Past Grand Master Bro. John Steel—The Title

to the Lodge Property Recorded—Withdrawal of Brethren to Form Col-

umbia Lodge, No. 286 145

CHAPTER VIII.

1855 to 1865—The Prosperity of the Lodge—Dedication of the Chestnut

Street Masonic Temple, Philadelphia—Bro. P. M. Charles M. Howell

Appointed District Deputy Grand Master—Adjoining Property Purchased

by the Lodge—Laying of the Corner-stone of the New Building—The

Lodge Room Enlarged—Expense of Building—Bonds Issued—Grand

Visitation by R. W. Grand Master Peter Williamson, Esq.—Bro. P. M-

James Buchanan Elected an Honorary Member—Resolutions on the

Death of Bro. P. M. Robert Moderwell—The Lodge's Patriotism at the

Breaking out of the Rebellion in 1861—The First Distribution of Money



XIV CONTENTS.

PAGE

Among the Widows of Deceased Members—Grand Banquet in Fulton

Hall—The Return of the 79th Regiment Penna. Vols.—Dedication of

the Masonic Hall at York, Pa 156

CHAPTER IX.

1865 to 1875—Visit of P. G. M. William Barger, Esq.—Lecture by Rev. Bro.

John Chambers—The Bonds all Canceled—Bro. P. M. Charles M. Howell

Elected Representative to the Grand Lodge—Grand Visitation by R. W.

Deputy Grand Master Richard Vaux, Esq.—Withdrawal of Brethren to

Form Ashara Lodge, No. 398—Death of R. W. Grand Master John L.

Goddard—Funeral Ceremonies of our Late Bro. P. M. James Buchanan

—Masonic Emblems from Mount Vernon—Withdrawal of Brethren to

Form Lamberton Lodge, No. 476—Withdrawal of Brethren to Form

Charles M. Howell Lodge, No. 496—Withdrawal of Brethren to Form a

New Lodge at Christiana— Dedication of the New Masonic Temple, Broad

Street, Philadelphia—Relief for the Sufferers from the Chicago and

Somerset Fires 168

CHAPTER X.

1875 to 1885—Improvements—Withdrawal of Members to Form Casiphia

Lodge, No. 551—Reception by the Lodge to its Members and Their

Families on the Completion of the Improvements to the Hall—Funeral

of Bro. Rear Admiral Wm. Reynolds—Grand Visitation by R. W. Grand

Master Michael Nisbet, Esq.—Testimonial to Bro. Treasurer Charles A.

Heinitsh—Funeral of Bro. Gen. James L. Reynolds—Death of Bro.

President James A. Garfield—The Sesqui- Centennial Anniversary of the

Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania—Grand Visitation by R. W. Grand Master

Samuel B. Dick, Esq.—A New Entrance to the Hall on West King

Street—Records of the One Hundred Years—Inventory of the Lodge's

Possessions 177

CENTENNIAL CELEBRATION.

Committee of Arrangements—Programme Adopted—Invitations—Telegrams

and Letters of Regret—Centennial Meeting—Worshipful Master's Ad-

dress—Sketch of the History of Lodge No. 43—Other Addresses—The

Banquet—Menu—The Centennial Poem—Toasts and Responses . . 1S7

BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES.

Albright, Frederick S 245

Albright, Jacob 230

Atlee, John L., Jr., M. D 243

Atlee, William Augustus 244

Barton, Mathias 213

Baumgardner, Henry 241



CONTENTS. XV

PAGE
Breneman, B. Frank ; 252

Brown,
J.

Henry 233

Buchanan, James 224

Carpenter, Henry, M. D 244

Carpenter, Jacob 216

Carter, John C 262

Chambers, Stephen 207

Cooper, Charles W 238

Bering, Henry 210

Doyle, John 208

Eaby, Joel S 260

Eichler, Henry P 257

Etting, Solomon 209

Feltman, William 212

Gamble, James 214

Gara, Hugh S .- 265

Getz, Peter 215

Hamilton, William 218

Heinitsh, Charles A . . 264

Heinitsh, William E : . 246

Henry, Abraham 217

Henry, Benjamin West 217

Howell, Charles M 236

Hubley, Adam, Jr 210

Hull, John 258

Humes, Samuel, M. D 219

Hurst, Elam D 241

Jeffries, Thomas 221

Kaufman, Junius B 235

Keffer, Henry 223

Keller, John Jacob 235

Kerfoot, George B., M. D 232

Kirkpatrick, William 214

Kline, George M 243

Landis, John ....." 227

Lightner, Nathaniel 219

Lyte, Eliphalet Oram 259

Lyte, Joshua Louis 261

Marshall, George A 260

Marshall, William 258

Mathiot, John 226

McCalla, John, D. D. S 239

McElwee, Robert 218

McKelly, Matthew 226



XVI CONTENTS.

PAGE
McLenigan, Elijah 229

Miller, Alexander 228

Miller, John 217

Moderwell, Robert 228

Moore, James 212

Morris, John 216

Morton, William A 246

Mosher, Jeremiah .... 215

Mosher, Joseph 232

Porter, George B 222

Reed, George K 249

Rees, John 265

Regan, James 233

Reynolds, John 220

Reynolds, Samuel H 247

Ringwalt, Adam Z. . : 249

Rogers, Molton C 219

Rohrer, Jeremiah 251

Russell, David N 248

Schaeffer, Emanuel 231

Slaymaker, Jasper 225

Smith, Charles, LL. D 212

Sprenger, John Jacob 240

Strine, James B 261

Stuber, Henry, M.D 208

Thomas, Abner 227

Warfel, John B 253

Welchans, George R., M. D 254

Wentz, Charles E 234

Whitaker, George H 221

Widmyer, Christian 266

Wickersham, James P., LL. D 255

Willson, George B 263

Wilson, WiUiam A 250

Wright, Ebenezer 225

LIST OF MEMBERS ... 269



INTRODUCTION.

FREEMASONRY was warranted in Pennsylvania on June 5th,

1730, by "His Grace, Thomas, Duke of Norfolk, Earl

Marshal and Hereditary Marshal of England, * * Chief of the

illustrious family of Howards, and Grand Master of the Free and

Accepted Masons of England," who, on that date, deputized

Brother Daniel Cox, a Justice of the Supreme Court of the

Province of New Jersey, as "Provincial Grand Master of the

Province of New York, New Jersey and Pennsylvania, in

America. '

'

The question of priority in the date of organization of a lodge

in this country has long been in dispute. For many years, how-

ever, precedence had been generally conceded to St. John's

Lodge, Boston, Mass., they claiming the date of July 30, 1733,

but having no written charter of older date than February 7,

1783, (vide Proceedings of the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts

for 1870, page 429.) On February 27, 1884, Bro. Clifford P.

MacCalla, of Philadelphia, at present R. W. Senior Grand

Warden of the R. W. Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania, discovered

in the Library of the Historical Society of Pennsylvania, a

ledger account book of St. John's Lodge, Philadelphia, with a

list of its members from June 24, 1731, to June 24, 1738. These

are the earliest records in existence of any Lodge in America,

and taken with other documentary evidence previously pro-

duced, undoubtedly prove that the first charter granted by Pro-

vincial Grand Master Daniel Cox, was issued to St. John's

Lodge of Philadelphia, and this was the beginning of Masonry

in this country.

It is a fact worthy of note that one of the founders of Masonry

in this country was a resident of Lancaster. Bro. Henry Bell,

of Lancaster, Pa., in a letter dated November 17, 1754, and

2 (17)
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written to Bro. Thomas Cadwallader, M. D., of Philadelphia,

says: "As you well know, I was one of the originators of the

first Masonic Lodge in Philadelphia. A party of us used to

meet at the Tun Tavern, in Water Street, and sometimes opened

a Lodge there. Once, in the fall of 1730, we formed a design

of obtaining a charter for a regular Lodge, and made application

to the Grand Lodge of England for one ; but before receiving

it, we heard that Daniel Cox, of New Jersey, had been appointed

by that Grand Lodge as Provincial Grand Master of New York,

New Jersey and Pennsylvania. We therefore rTiade application

to him, and our request was granted." This letter would indi-

cate that one of the first, if not the first Mason who lived in

Lancaster, was Bro. Henry Bell.

The first Masonic Lodge held in Lancaster County, was Per-

severance Lodge No. 21, which was warranted October 4, 1779,

and was held at Lower Paxton, Lancaster County. Paxton is

now m Dauphin County, a county which did not exist until 1 785,

and the Lodge is now held at Harrisburg.

The earliest traditions of the meeting of Brethren of the Craft,

in the Borough of Lancaster, extend back to the year 1778,

These meetings were undoubtedly of an informal character, as

no records or minutes of a Lodge of Masons in Lancaster can be

found prior to 1785.

In the early part of the year 1785, seven Master Masons, then

residents of the Borough of Lancaster, viz. : Stephen Chambers,

John Doyle, Henry Stuber, Henry Dering, Adam Hubley, Jr.,

Solomon Etting and William Feltman, determined to organize

a Lodge of Masons in the borough. Three of these brethren,

Stephen Chambers, Henry Dering and Solomon Etting, were

Past Masters. All of them were highly respected and honored

citizens, and most of them had been officers of distinction in the

Revolutionary Army. Their biographies will be found in the

chapter devoted to that purpose.

No minutes of any of their preliminary meetings have been

preserved, so that the earliest record of their proceedings is the

minute of their application for a charter, in the proceedings of

the Provincial Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania, an extract of which

we here present

:
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Extra Grand Lodge,
Philadelphia, April 21, 1785.

Bro. William Tilton, J. G. W., in the chair.

A petition from a number of Brethren from the Borough of

Lancaster, praying for a warrant, was taken into consideration.

On motion, agreed, that the Secretary prepare a warrant

No. 43, with the name of Stephen Chambers, Master; John
Doyle, Senior Warden, and Henry Stuber, Junior Warden, to

be delivered on their paying for the same. The Secretary in-

formed this Lodge that he has received from one of the brethren

of the said proposed Lodge, the sum of twenty-eight dollars,

which he paid into the hands of the Grand Treasurer.

This resolution of the Provincial Grand Lodge was at once

put into execution, and a warrant issued in accordance, bearing

date the same as the meeting of the Grand Lodge on which it

was adopted, viz.: the 21st day of April, A. D. 1785, and of

Masonry 5785, and the following is the true copy.

William Adcock, Grand Master.

Alex'r Rutherford, Deputy Grand Master,

George Ord, 6". G. W. William Tilton, _/. G. W.

To all Whom it may Concern :

We, the Grand Lodge of the most ancient and honorable

Fraternity of Free and Accepted Masons, according to the Old
Institution, held in the City of Philadelphia for the Province of

Pennsylvania, by virtue of a Provincial Grand Warrant from the

Grand Lodge of London, Great Britain, whereof then the Right

Worshipful! and Right Honorable Thomas Erskine, Earl of Kelly,

Viscount Fen ton, Lord Baron of Pitten Weem, etc., in Great

Brittain, was Grand Master of Masons, The Right WorshipfuU
Mr. William Osbourne, Deputy Grand Master, The Right

WorshipfuU Mr. William Dickey, Senior Grand Warden, The
Right WorshipfuU James Gibson, Esquire, Junior Grand War-
den, under their hands and seals of their Grand Lodge, con-

stituting and appointing the Right WorshipfuU William Ball,

Esquire, Grand Master of Masons for the Province of Pennsyl-

vania and the Territories thereunto belonging. The Right Wor-
shipfuU Captain Blaithwaite Jones, Deputy Grand Master, The
Right WorshipfuU Mr. David Hall, Senior Grand Warden, and
the Right WorshipfuU Mr. Hugh Lennox, Junior Grand Warden,
authorizing and empowering the said William Ball, Captain

Blaithwaite Jones, David Hall and Hugh Lennox and their

successors, to grant Dispensation Warrants and Constitutions,

for the forming, holding and well governing Lodges within

their Jurisdiction, as by the said Warrant, bearing date the
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twentieth day of June, in the year of our Lord one thousand

seven hundred sixty and four, and of Masonry five thousand

seven hundred sixty and four.

Reference being thereunto had may more fully and at large

appear.

Now know ye that vi'e, William Ad cock, Esquire, Grand
Master; Alexander Rutherford, Deputy Grand Master; George
Ord, Senior Grand Warden, and William Tilton, Junior Grand
Warden, present and legal successors to the above named Pro-

vincial Grand Officers as by the Grand Lodge books reference

being to them had may appear. By Virtue of the Power to as

granted by the above in part recited Warrant, do hereby author-

ize and empower our trusty and well beloved brethren, Stephen
Chambers, Master; John Doyle, Senior Warden, and Henry
Stuber, Junior Warden, of a New Lodge Number Forty-three,

to be held in the Borough of Lancaster, in the State of Pennsyl-

vania, or any where within five miles of the same.

And we do further authorize and empower our said trusty and
well beloved Brethren Stephen Chambers, John Doyle and
Henry Stuber, to admit and make Free Masons according to the

most ancient custom of the Royal Craft in all ages and nations

througliout the known world and not contrarywise.

And we do further empower and appoint the said Stephen
Chambers, John Doyle and Henry Stuber and their successors

to hear and determine all and singular matters and things re-

lating to the Craft within the jurisdiction of the said Lodge
Number Forty- three.

And lastly, we do hereby authorize and empower our said

trusty and well beloved Brethren Stephen Chambers, Master,

John Doyle, Senior Warden, and Henry Stuber, Junior Warden,
to nominate, choose and Install their successors, to whom they

shall deliver this Warrant, and Invest them with all their Powers
and Dignities as Free Masons ; and such successors shall in like

manner nominate, choose and install their successors, etc., etc.,

etc. Such installation to be upon or near every St. John's day
during the continuance of this Lodge for ever.

Provided always that the said above named Brethren and their

successors pay due respect to the Right Worshipfull Grand Lodge
from whom they have their authority, otherwise this Warrant to

be of no Force or Virtue.

Given under our hands and the seal of the Grand Lodge, at

Philadelphia, this twenty-first day of April, in the year of our
Lord One thousand seven hundred and eighty-five, and of
Masonry Five thousand seven hundred eighty and five.

,
—^— , Joseph Howell, Ju^, Gd. Sec'y.

J L g (.

( ._! i
Gavin Hamilton, Treas.
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Notwithstanding the Charter of Lodge No. 43 was granted

April 21, 1785, no further movement towards organization was

made until July following, when Grand Master William Adcock
issued the following dispensation :

By virtue of the power in me vested. I do hereby authorize
and empower our worthy Bro. Solomon Etting (Past Master), to

install in due form, our trusty and well belov'd Brethren
Stephen Chambers, Master, John Doyle, Senior Warden, and
Henry Stuber, Junior Warden, of Lodge No. 43, to be held in

the Borough of Lancaster, in the State of Pennsylvania, or any
where within five miles of the same.

Given under my hand and seal at Philadelphia, the fourteenth
day of July, 1785.

Signed, Will Adcock [g. m.].

Attest,

M. Jennings, D. G. Sec'y.

For some reason, which is nowhere set forth, two months

were again permitted to intervene before the next step towards

organization was taken. On the night of September 14, 1785,

the seven original members assembled at the Public House of

Frederick Hubley, which was situated on the Southeast Corner

of South Queen and Vine Streets, and then and there formally

constituted Lodge No. 43, F. and A. M., which act of consti-

tution consisted in simply installing the Worshipful Master,

Senior and Junior W^ardens, as empowered and directed by the

Grand Master's dispensation of July 14th.

It was the custom in those days to hold all public and lodge

meetings in taverns, as they were the only large buildings, be-

sides churches, and the only buildings provided with the neces-

sary conveniences.

Lodge No. 43, in point of numbers, is the eighth oldest Lodge

now working under the jurisdiction of the Grand Lodge of Penn-

sylvania. Those bearing the lower numbers, are Nos. 2, 3, 9,

and 19, of Philadelphia, 21, of Harrisburg, 22, of Sunbufy, and

25, of Bristol. But in point of years No. 43 is really seventh,

as No. 19 was originally an army lodge, whose charter was sur-

rendered, and in January, 1787, a charter was granted to a

Philadelphia lodge to be known as No. 19.

The next oldest lodge to No. 43, in Lancaster county, was
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No. 46, which was warranted June 7, 1790, was first held at

Churchtown, removed to Ephrata, June 2, 1800, vacated April

7, 1806, reinstated, September i, 1806, removed to New Hol-

land November 16, 181 2, to Ephrata June 24, 1813, and to

Litiz, September 4, 1826, where it died a natural death.

Unity Lodge No. 80 also existed for a time in Lancaster

county. It was warranted June 3, 1799; was first held at the

"United States Arms" inn, in Sadsbury township, Chester

county; on September i, i8co, moved to Rising Sun tavern,

Salisbury township, Lancaster county, where it remained until

April 7, 1801, when it was again moved to Chester county, and

its charter was vacated October 3, 1808.

The next Lancaster County Lodge, in age, was Philanthropic

Lodge No. 104, which was held at the house of Peter Forney in

Leacock township. Its charter was granted January 21, 1805.

As a number of Brethren, members of Lodge No. 43, residing

in the neighborhood of Strasburg, withdrew from the Lodge for

the purpose of forming this new Lodge, it was the first legitimate

offspring of Lodge No. 43.

Amicitia Lodge No. 116, first located at Elizabethtown, was

warranted September 3, 1810, and afterwards removed to Mari-

etta. The two latter have not been in existence for many years.

Next in age comes Washington Lodge No. 156; charter

granted February 21, 1818; Lodge first held at Chestnut Level,

now Drumore Centre. This is the oldest living offspring of

Lodge No. 43.

Eastern Star Lodge No. 169 existed for a short time in Co-

lumbia. It was warranted September 6, 1819.

Columbia Lodge No. 286 is next in age. Its charter is dated

December 19, 1853. Like Washington Lodge, it is living and

prosperous.

Next comes Ashara Lodge No. 398, at Marietta, charter

granted September 5, 1867.

Next in order is Colerain Lodge No. 417, charter granted

March 4, 1868. Was first located a Kirkwood, now at Chris-

tiana.

Next is Lamberton Lodge No. 476, of Lancaster, charter

granted June i, 1870.
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Then, Charles M. Howell Lodge No. 496, at Safe Harbor,

charter granted June 7, 1871.

And finally Casiphia Lodge No. 551, at Mount Joy, charter

granted June 6, 1877.

Lodge No. 43 smiles with maternal affection upon her seven

living daughters, and rejoices in their prosperity.
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OF

LODGE No. 43, F. & A. M

CHAPTER I.

1785-1795.

ON the fourteenth day of September, A. D. 1785, A. L. 5785,

Stephen Chambers, Henry Bering and Solomon Etting, Past

Masters, and John Doyle, Henry Stuber, Adam Hubley, Jr.,

and William Feltman, Master Masons, all residents of the

Borough of Lancaster, Pennsylvania, having determined to or-

ganize a Masonic Lodge and having made all of the necessary

preliminary arrangements, including the obtaining a charter and

the authority to constitute their Lodge, assembled at the Public

House of Frederick Hubley, at which place they had made

arrangements for holding their meetings, and then and there

formally constituted and started upon its checquered and histor-

ical career, our venerable and cherished Lodge.

The records of the proceedings of that first meeting of the

Lodge, as preserved in our first minute book, we deem of suffi-

cient interest to present in full. They are as follows :

Bv Virtue of a Dispensation granted by the Right Worship-
ful William Adcock Esquire, Grand Master

—

To Solomon Etting, Past Master.

On the night of the Fourteenth day of September, 1785, at the

House of Frederick Hubley. ^—
Was Enstalled Stephen Chambers, Master.

John Doyle, Sen"' Warden,
Henry Stuber, Jun'' Warden

of Lodge Number 43, in due form.

—

(24)
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The Worshipfull Master then appointed Solomon Etting
Treasurer, William Feltman Secretary, Henry Bering Sen''

Deacon & Adam Hubley Jun'' Deacon, accordingly.

Entered Apprentices Lodge opened in due form.

Present

—

Stephen Chambers Mast'.

John Doyle Sen' | Wardens
Henry Stuber Jun' |

Henry Dering Sen' ) t-w

\ J -Lj 1 1 T r ^ Deacons.Adam Hubley Jun' j

William Feltman Secretary.

After the usual ceremonies the Master appointed Brother

Henry Dering &: Solomon Etting to investigate matters respect-

ing the Lodge. To prepare the necessarys wanting, &: to pro-

vide a Tyler, first examining into his character, & make report

thereof at the next Stated Lodge night.—Appointed to be on
Wednesday the 12th day of October.

Lodge Closed (in Harmony) itntil then, unless sooner called,

in case of emergency.

It is the universal custom in all organized bodies, as one of

their first official acts, to adopt by-laws or rules for their future

governance. If any such measure was acted upon at. this first

meeting, no record has been kept. In fact we find no mention

in the minutes of any By-laws being adopted until the meeting

held July 12, 17S6, where the following extract appears: "The
By-laws of this Lodge, being read and approved of and were

accordingly signed by each Bro. present." We find, in the

front portion of the first minute book, on the pages preceding

the minutes of the first meeting, a set of By-laws with the

signatures of a number of the Lodge's earliest members ap-

pended; and, notwithstanding the fact that they are marked as

adopted September 14, 1785, yet from the above quoted minutes

of July 12, 1786, and no other By-laws noted earlier, as well as

from the character of the By-laws themselves, we are of opinion

that they were not all at least adopted at the first meeting of the

Lodge, but were probably framed at different times as the neces-

sities of the case required.

We herewith append a copy of these first By-laws as they

appear in the book, with the signatures attached :

Bye-Laws of Lodge N. 4^, of Ancient Free and Accepted
Masons held in the Borough of Lancaster in the State of Penn-

sylvania. By Virtue of a Warrant to Brother Stephen Cham-
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bers, Master, Brother John Doyle Senior Warden, Brother
Henry Stuber, Jun"' Warden and their Successors being duly

Congregated, for ever Granted by the Grand Lodge of Ancient
Masons in the City of Philadelphia,

The Right Worshipful, William Adcock Grand Master, Alex-

ander Rutherford Deputy Grand Master, George Ord, Senior

Grand Warden, William Tilton Junior Grand Warden, with

the Consent of the Lodge bearing Date the Twenty first day
of April, In the year of our Lord One Thousand Seven Hun-
dred & Eighty five And in the year of Masonry Five Thousand
Seven Hundred & Eighty Five.

Article ist. That the regular & Stated Meetings of this

Lodge Shall be on the Second Wednesday of every Month, that

the Lodge shall be Open'd in half an hour after the time of

meeting and the list of the Brethren's Names call'd over by the

Secretary, or the Brother that officiates for him.

—

2dly. That the Officers of this Lodge shall serve for one whole
year Except in case of Misconduct, but if any Brother shall

refuse to serve when chosen by a Majority regularly met he shall

Pay a Fine of Ten Shillings to the Charity Fund.
3ly. That any Person well Recommended, who desires to

have the Degrees of Masonry Confir'd on him in this Lodge
shall apply to the Secretary to draw his Petition for which he

shall pay the Sum of Tnree Shillings & Nine pence, which
Petition shall remain for One Month in the Lodge before he is

Balloted for to give time to the Brethren to enquire into his

character and Judge of the Propriety of admitting him, at the

expiration of which time he shall be ballotted for if requir'd

upon which ballotting. One Black Ball shall be sufficient to ex-

clude his admission but if the whole be white he shall Pay be-

fore his initiation the Sum of Six Pounds to be deposited in the

Hands of the Treasurer.

—

Any Brother an Ancient Mason of a fair Character Petitioning

to become a member of this Lodge on producing a Certificate

& found worthy of becoming a Member, on his Admittance
shall pay into the Hands of the Treasurer Thirty Shillings for

the benefit of the Lodge. And Three Shillings & Nine Pence
to the Secretary for enrolment, in both Cases, the Persons so

admitted is to pay the expenses of the Night, if it be an Extra
Lodge called for that purpose, but not otherwise, and no Degree
of Masonry to be conferr'd unless the Initiation Fees are De-
posited in the Hands of the Treasurer. In case of not being
found worthv the money so deposited to be return'd to the

Person who Petitioned.

4th. That no Brother come to the Lodge without Money to

Pay the Expenses of the Night, each member paying into the
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Secretary or any other person appointed Two Shillings & Six

pence which the expences of the Lodge in Lodge Hours is not

to exceed : And to be collected Just as the Lodge is going to be

Closed and if any of the Cash be left unexpended, the Secretary

or Person apointed after paying the House shall be accountable

for the overpluss and a Minute made of it in the transactions of

the night and that Money Dispos'd of as the Officers of the

Lodge & a Majority of the Brethren in an Open Stated Lodge
shall think fit.

5th. That no Brother be introduc'd as a Visitor in lodge

Hours till he is first try'd and a])rov'd of, by the report given

to the Chair or well known by two or more ^Members then pres-

ent to be a Lawful Ancient Mason & not upon such knowledge
if two or more Brothers desire a examination & report.

6th. That when the Master or Deputy takes the Chair and
calls to Order then the Brethren shall take their Seats also, and
on the Third Stroke of the Masters Hammor there shall be a

profound silence and whoever breaks it without leave from the

Chair shall be publickly repremanded. Neither shall any hold

Private Conference in lodge Hours, nor move about from their

Seats without leave of the Master or his Deputy.

7th. That but one of the Brethern shall Speak at the same

time and but once to the same Affair unless to explain himself

or when call'd upon by the Chair.

8th. That every Brother that Speaks shall rise & keep stand-

ing adressing himself to the Chair nor shall any presume to In-

terrupt him under the Penalty of being Publickly repremanded

as Aforesaid, the Master may call any Member to order who is

not a speaking to the Point or question in debate.

9th. That whoever shall be so rude as to hiss a Brother or at

what he shall say or has said or redicule or attempt to redicule

him or what he has said (and it shall be so Judg'd of by a ma-

jority of the Lodge) shall be Publickly renrimanded &: if

thought necessary by a Majority of the Lodge Publickly confess

his fault & upon neglect or refusal so to do he shall be expell'd

the Lodge.
loth. That any Member that is twice call'd to order at any

one assembly for the same offence & is oblidg'd to be call'd on

a third time for one of the same Nature, then the Master shall

order him to depart from the Lodge for that Night & and the

next time of meeting shall Pay a fine of One Shilling to the

Charity Fund.
nth. That any Brother who shall cause any angry dispute to

the disturbance of the Brethern in the Lodge, either open or

shut, shall be fined Five Shillings, & upon neglect or refusal

to pay, shall be expell'd the Lodge and all the Benefits thereof,
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it shall however be in the Power of the Master & a Majority of

the Lodge to Pardon this Offence upon his Submission & re-

pentance, and restore him to his Place in the Lodge he paying

Ten Shillings to the Charity Fund.
I 2th. That any Brother who shall profanely Curse or Swear

shall for the First Offence Pay Six pence, for the Second One
Shilling, for the Third One Shilling & Six Pence and for the

Fourth excluded the Communication for the Night.

13th. That no Brother shall Sue or go to Law with an other

(in ordinary Cases) 'till he first makes his Complaint to the

Master who shall lay the same before the Lodge & if the matter

can't be there amicably settled then the party complaining shall

obtain leave of the Master to bring his Suit at Law. But to

prevent the inconveniency that may attend the above Article

either for Conscience sake or otherwise, It's Enacted that the

above Law shall not be deem'd or constructed to extend further

between Brother & Brother, then as to any Quarrell, Difference

or in Ordinary Cases and not with regard to Debts or Contracts.

But that every Brother in such Cases shall Judge for himself

what is right to be done According to the Land Marks in his

own Brest.

14th. That any member of this Lodge who shall be at the

Entring, Passing or Raising in a Clandebtine manner (that is to

say without the Authority of a warrant) any Person or Persons,

he or they so offending shall be expell'd & Render'd forever

unfit for the Communion of this Lodge and incapable of receiv-

ing any of the Benefits arising from it.

15th. That, Provided this Lodge be not lurnished with a

Tyler paid for that Purpose, the youngest member of this Lodge,

if not a Past Master, shall serve the summons's and Tile untill

a Stated Tiler be provided any if and refuse to do this duty he

shall Pay a fine of Seven Shillings & Six pence to the Charity

fund, and the next younge^^t to do said duty etc.

i6th. That no motion for a New regulation in those Laws
or Articles shall be made until it be first handed up to the

Master in writing and after it has been perus'd by him he is to

hand it to y'' Secretary who shall publickly Read it, if the

motion be Seconded it shall be immediately committed to the

consideration of the wliole assembly, that their sentiments may
be heard about it. After which the Question shall be put by
the Chair for the Bretherns determination.

17th. That any Brother that it shall be prov'd against to have

carried out to any Person or Persons, not of this Body, any
Part or Parts of the conversation, Act or Actions, Thing or

Things, done or said in this Lodge, Open or clos'd, shall be

Dealt with According to the Nature of the Offence either by Fine
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or otherwise at the discretion of the Lodge, or committee, if it

be left to them, as they shall Judge for the good of this Society

& the honour to the Craft.

18th. That those our By-Laws shall be read to every Brother

made here or enter'd amongst us, the first Night of their being

so made or enter'd, who shall sign the same, and must always

lay open for the perusual of the Brethern the better to be

made acquainted therewith being of such meterial consequence

to every well dispos'd Brother.

19th. That all or any Extraordinary Expences that shall now
or hereafter be wanted as Payment for House Rent, Fire wood,

Candles & all Utensials for the use of this Lodge shall be i)aid

out of the publick Fund.
20th. That the Committee of this Lodge shall be & consist

of the Master, Deputy Master, pass'd Master, Sen"" and Jun'

Wardens, Treasurer &: Secretary, which when regularly met

either by appointment or Summond by order of the Master any

Five of them shall be a Quoram, and shall do the business for

which they are so met provided, the Master, Deputy or pass'd

Master preside to the Chair in whom the Issuing the charity &
setling all Affairs Refer'd to them by the Lodge according to

those Laws & Articles for Charity, & the Regulating this

Lodge together with the known usages & Customs of the

Antient Craft shall be that to which they shall conform and

Confine themselves but if any Debate shall happen to arise the

Majority of Votes then present shall determin. Always allow-

ing the Chair Two Votes if occasion require.

2ist. That it shall be the business of the Committee to see

that all collections. Contributions, Fine.s, & other charitable

Sums of Money of what kind or nature soever that shall be

at any time Brought into this Lodge shall be deposited in the

Box, & shall not be disburs'd on any Account whatever with-

out an order from the Master or Him that presides, or the Secre-

tary by their Order.

2 2d. That neither the Master Secretary or any other Person

shall give or sign any Order on the Treasurer for any Sum of

Money untill the same be first approv'd of by a Majority of the

Committee then present and it shall be enter'd in the transac-

tion Book together with the Names of the Person or Persons to

whom the same is to be given.

23d. That no Anonymous letter or Petition or Recommenda-
tion by or from anv Person on any Account whatsoever be In-

troduced or read to this Committee, and that any Person who
shall petition this Lodge or Committee for Charity shall be well

known to be at least One whole year a Contributing Member to

the Fund, or a Traveling Brother who is known to be in Real

want & well recommended.
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24th. That no Petition shall be receiv'd or read to or by this

Committee but what shall be sign'd with the Names of at least

three of the Members of the Lodge and the Merits of the Peti-

tioner well vouch'd by them or some worthy Brethern who shall

have Personal Knowledge thereof, & no Person shall prefer or

bring in any Petition to this Committee but one of the members
that signs it, the Petitioner attending in Person except in case of

Sickness Lameness or Imprisonment.

25th. That it shall be the Inherant power of this Committee
to dispose of the Fund for Charitable Uses & no other (except

such Cases as mentioned in Article's i8th & 19th) and that only

to such Person or Persons who shall appear by their Petition &
Voucher to be in real want of Charitable & Brotherly Assistance

& not exceeding the sum of Forty Shillings at any one time, or

otherwise to supply them with weekly support as they shall

Judge most necessary.

26th. That no Brother who has receiv'd Assistance from this

Lodge or Committee of Charity shall Petition a Second time

unless some New & well attested Allagation appear, no any

Brother who has been made in a Clandestine way, nor any as-

sisting at such Irregular making shall be Intitled to receive any

assistance therefrom.

27th. That it shall be the Indispensible right of this Lodge
to Order the Committee to meet when they shall Judge it neces-

sary, who shall then have it in their power to Ajourn them-

selves from time to time as the Business may require at any time

between the Monthly meeting of the Lodge. Where all the

proceedings of the Committee shall be read in order to inform

the Lodge of the Charjty Extended, and to receive their Con-

curance in any matter that may be Refered to them.

28th. That the Committee shall be Allow'd One &: Six Pense

pr. man at every Meeting on the Business of the Lodge Between

its regular. Meetings & no more to be paid out of the common
Stock.

29th. That this Lodge in Case a Brother's Death being a

member of this Lodge at least one year, We Shall take Care of

the Children of the deceased Brother & provide for them If they

are Objects, as far as the Circumstances of the Lodge will Admit
in* Order to School them &: put them to Trades so as they may
become UsefuU to Society as their Fathers had been.

30th. That if the Widow of a Deceas'd Brother being a Mem-
ber of this Lodge for at least one Year shall be left in Distress'd

Circumstances she shall be Intitled to the Benefits in the same
way & manner as the Deceas'd did in his life time, &: shall be

reliev'd at the Discretion of the Committee of Charity on proper

Application, &c. &c. &c.
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31st. The Committee of this Lodge Mett according to ap-
pointment to Consider of the Business refer'd to them on the
Quarterly Meetings and after mature Consideration, Agreed that
in as much as ihe Brethern has been at Considerable Expences
from time to time in providing for & bearing the necessary Ex-
pences of the Lodge, It's therefore thought Reasonable & it is

Accordingly Agreed upon.
That all Money arising to this Body for Entering, passing, &

Raising in this Lodge, and also for the Initiating of Members
not made here & I>ikewise all those Fines that shall become
due from the Brethren not appearing according to their Sum-
mon 's on Stated Lodge Nights &c. Shall be for the providing
all Necessaries & Paying all such Expences as the Brethren &
the Officers of the l,odge, When properly Summon'd on Stated
Nights shall agree for the care of the Brethren and the Honour
of the Craft, untill such time as we are thoroly Furnish'd with
proper Meterials for Carrying on our Work in a Prosperous
Manner.

32d. All Clandestine Masons who shall apply to be admitted.
Members of this Lodge, shall make the applications in the same
manner as all other Persons who Pray to become Brothers &
shall be treated in all other respects in the same way & shall Pay
Six Pounds to the Charity Fund.

33d. Whereas, by the By-Laws of the Grand Lodge for the

Province of Pennsylvania it is enacted in By-Law No. 2, that

every member of a regular constituted Lodge under the Provincial

Grand Warrant shall Pay Quarterly & every Quarter One Shil-

ling to the Charity Fund of the said Lodge: But the members
of the said Grand Lodge have been graciously Pleased to abate
one-half of the said Sum &: to demand no more than Six Pence
p"" Quarter. And Whereas in By-Law No. 16 of this Lodge it

is enacted "That each Member of this Lodge shall Pay One
Shilling p'' Month to the Charity Fund over & above the ex-

pense of the Stated Lodge Nights." And Whereas several of
the Brethren of this Lodge are now in arrear in the Payments
above mentioned But a sufficient Remedy to redress these Griev-

ances is much wanted. By reason whereof the Charity Fund is

without the support necessary for so noble and Praise-worthy an
Institution. Therefore to remedy the Inconveniencies above
mention'd and to prevent their Continuance in time to come,
It is hereby Unanimously Agreed & Consented to that every
member who is or hereafter shall be in Arrear in the Payment
above mentioned & so shall continue for the Space of Six Stated

Lodge Nights shall (upon notice either written or verbal given
him of his so being in arrear & requesting his Payment & at-

tendance at the Lodge Room on the 4"', 5"', 6c 6"', Nights succes-
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sively) be excluded the benefit of this Lodge & all advantages

arising therefrom unless payment as aforesaid be made & Grace

be granted within two Stated Lodge Nights thereafter by a

Majority of the members then to be present. Provided that

this By-Law shall not be strain'd construed or meant to extend

to those who shall dwell at or above *he distance of Fifty miles

from the Borough of Lancaster, or to those who shall be regu-

larly initiated in any other regular constituted Body of Antient

Masons (and that be duly made appear for which purpose the

Examination of the Member so absent or Initiated taking ac-

cording to the Rules of Masons in such Cases shall be sufficient)

or to those who shall have taken regular discharges from this

Body.
34th. Whereas, Inconveniences have arisen by reason of the

Absence of Some of the Members, who hold Offices in this Lodge,
no other members being compellable to serve in the Stead &
perform the Duties requir'd from such absent Officers. For
Remedy whereof, and for the better ordering & regulating

this Lodge, it is unanimously agreed concluded & consented to,

that in Case of the Absence of any Member or Members who
hold Office in this Lodge, the Master or in his absence his

Deputy, or other members, who shall lawfully preside in the

Chair for the Night, shall & is hereby impowered to nominate
& appoint any Member or Members present to serve in his place

& perform the Duties of such Officer, for the night. And if any
Member or Members so nominated & appointed as aforesaid

shall refuse or neglect to take upon him or themselves such Trust

& perform the Duties requir'd of him or them as aforesaid, every

such Member refusing shall forfeit & Pay to the Treasurer the

Sum of Two Shillings and Six pence, to be applied to & added
to the Common Stock of this Lodge & the Master, or in his

absence his Deputy, or other Member who shall preside in the

Chair shall appoint some other member in the Place and Stead

aforesaid.

35th. And that the Monthly dues from each Brother to this

Lodge be One Quarter of a Dollar, to be paid duly into the

Charity fund &c. Together with Two Shillings & Six pence his

share of the Expences whether present or Absent.

Agreed upon unanimously at a Lodge No 43, held at Lancaster

the 14th day of September A. M. 5785.

In these original by-laws of the Lodge, we have followed the

orthography, punctuation and capitalization, just as they occur

in the manuscript copied in the first minute book. Aside from

the peculiarities in the use of capital letters and the orthography,

some of the old rules are very curious.
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It will be observed that the latter portion of these By-Laws,

especially from No. 31, imply that the Lodge had been in exist-

ence some time. Certain it is, however, that these were the first

By-laws adopted by the Lodge. It is also worthy of note that

the first meeting of the Lodge was held on the second Wednes-

day of the month, the first By-Laws established the second

Wednesday of the month as the stated time of meeting, and

during the one hundred years of the existencfe of the Lodge, the

stated meetings always have been, and still are held on the sec-

ond Wednesday of the month.

The list of names appended to the by-laws is as follows :

Stephen Chambers, Jas. Campbell,
John Doyle, Peter Getz,
Henry Stuber, Charles Smith,
Wm. Feltman,
Henry Bering,
Ad". Hubley, J",

Solomon Etting,
Fred Hubley, I Ja*" Boyd,
Jacob Slough,

I

Wilder Bevins,

Fredrick Man, ' Jam' Gamble,
Michael App,

i

Rud Kelker, Jun",
Alex" Scott, Sam Shower.
Rich" Gray,

j

At the second meeting of the I>odge, held October 12, 1785,

the employment of the first Tyler is reported in the following

language: "Brothers Bering & Etting reported their examina-

tion of James Bird. Wherein he appears to be duly qualify'd an

Ancient York Master Mason and a proper Person as Tyler of

this Lodge & that they agree to pay him Five Shillings p' night

when in execution of his duty (out of the moneys arising from

the Benefit of the Lodge.) He to attend at the Secretary's

House one day before each Stated night to receive they Sum-

monses, & serve them in time, (that is to say giving each

Brother timely Notice.) Whereupon the Lodge have Unani-

mously agreed to receive him as their Tyler." He continued

to act as Tyler until March, 1794, but did not become a mem-

ber of the Lodge until Becember 14, 1791.

The young Lodge was, at its very birth, met with the smiles

of encouragement from her sister Lodges. One of these smiles

3



34 HISTORY OF LODGE NO. 43, F. & A. M.

came from Lodge No. 9, of Philadelphia, in the form of a

Lodge Seal. This seal was doubtless a superfluous piece of

lodge property, probably a little worn, and for which Lodge

No. 9 had no further use; still it was a seal, and no doubt would

answer many purposes; but our brethren seemed just a little par-

ticular about these things, for the minute of November 9th

reads: "The seal presented us by Lodge No. 9, not answering

the niwibcr of this lodge 'tis ordered a new one be made for the

purpose."

The first petition for initiation and membership in the Lodge,

was that of Frederick Hubley, who kept the house in which the

lodge held its first meetings. His petition was presented Decem-

ber 14, 1785, and he was approved and initiated January 12,

1 786. So that Bro. Frederick Hubley was the first Mason made

in Lodge No. 43. During the year 1786 there were in all eight

approved and initiated in the lodge, making the membership

fifteen. The outfit of the lodge was simplicity itself, and very

little money was expended for furniture, that used being the

ordinary furniture of the house.

At the Quarterly Grand Communication, held March 27,

1786, the Grand Lodge expressed its wish to become an inde-

pendent body, and on motion it was ordered "that a circular

letter be written to the several lodges under this jurisdiction

generally, informing them that it is the wish of the Grand

Lodge to establish themselves as a Grand Lodge, independent

of Great Britain or any other authority, and that it is intended

to take up the matter at the Quarterly Communication in Sep-

tember next, and requesting their attendance at that time either

by their proper officers or by deputation in writing, authorizing

some Master Mason or Masons to represent the Lodge." A
circular letter setting forth the above facts and signed by Bro.

Ashton Humphries, Grand Secretary, was received and read

at the stated meeting of Lodge No. 43, held September 13th,

whereupon the Lodge unanimously agreed that Bro. Adam
Hubley, Jr., should be appointed their Representative for the

purpose aforesaid, with full power to do every act and thing

in the same manner as if the Master and Wardens of the Lodge

were personally present.
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The meeting of the Grand Lodge was held September 25th,

and Bro. Hubley failed to be present ; so that at this important

Grand Communication, Lodge No. 43 was not represented.

At this meeting the following resolution was unanimously-

adopted :

Resolved, That this Grand Lodge is, and ought to be, a
Grand Lodge independent of Great Britam or any other author-
ity whatever, and that they are not under any ties to any other
Grand Lodge except those of brotherly love and affection, which
they will always be happy to cultivate and preserve with all

Lodges throughout the globe.

The minutes of the Grand Lodge also state, " this Lodge, act-

ing by virtue of a warrant from the Grand Lodge of England,

was closed for ever.
'

'

On the following day, September 26th, at a grand convention

of thirteen different Lodges, and with the concurrence of other

Lodges signified by letter, it was unanimously

Resolved, That the Lodges under the jurisdiction of the

Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania, lately held under the authority

of the Grand Lodge of England, will, and do now, form them-
selves into a Grand Lodge, to be called the Grand Lodge of

Pennsylvania, and Masonic jurisdiction thereunto belonging, till

the usual time of the next election ; and that the Grand Lodge
and the particular Lodges govern themselves by the rules and
regulations heretofore established, till other rules and regula-

tions be adopted.

A committee was appointed to form a warrant to be granted

to the several lodges under the jurisdiction of the Grand Lodge,

and to write a letter to the Grand Lodge of England, taking

formal leave of them. At a meeting of the Grand Lodge held

October 16th, this committee made report and submitted a form

of warrant which was adopted and ordered to be prepared and

furnished the several Lodges under their jurisdiction, free of any

expense, upon surrendering their old warrants.

The new warrant for Lodge No. 43 was not prepared until the

following July, and was presented at the stated meeting of Au-

gust 8, 1787, at which time the following minute was made :

Brother Charles Smith produced a New Warrant from y°

Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania, dated July 14, 1787, A. M.

5787, reciting the original warrant of No. 43, to Stephen
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Chambers Master, John Doyle Sen"' Ward" & Henry Stuber Jun'
Ward", by which said New Warrant all the rights & privileges

appertaining to Masons & Masonry were confirm'd unto B''

John Doyle Master, Henry Stuber Sen'' Ward" & Charles Smith

Jun"^ Ward" & the members & Brethren of No. 43 & their suc-

cessors forever, under the New Independent Constitution lately

established by the Grand Masonic Convention on the Twenty-
fifth Day of September A. D. 1787, A. M. 5787, at Philadel-

phia.

Whereupon the said Warrant was read and accepted, and the

old warrant was delivered to Bro'' Charles Smith in order to be

transmitted to the Grand Secretary, to be lodg'd among the

Archives of the Grand Lodge.

The old warrant was sent to the Grand Secretary, at Phila-

delphia, by Bro. Charles Smith, and was placed among the Ar-

chives of the Grand Lodge, but it is no longer in existence. It

was probably destroyed with many other valuable documents and

books, at the burning of the Chestnut Street Masonic Temple,

in 1819.

The following is a correct copy of the warrant of 1787, still in

our possession and under which we work :

Will"' Adcgck, Grand Master.

J. B. Smith, D. Grand Master.

Jos. Dean, S. G. W. George Ord, J. G. W.
To all whom it may Concern.

I

''"^-^^
^ Tj^g Grand Lodge of the most ancient and honor-

s SEAL. \ able Fraternity of Free and accepted Masons (accord-
^— ,
—

- ing to the Old Constitutions, revived by his Royal
Highness Prince Edwin, at York, in the Kingdom of England,
in the year of the Christian ^ra Nine Hundred Twenty and
Six, and in the year of Masonry Four Thousand Nine Hundred
Twenty and Six) in ample Form assembled at Philadelphia, in

the State of Pennsylvania, Send Greeting.
Whereas the Right Worshipful Grand Lodge of England did

by a Grand Warrant under the Hands of the Right Honorable
Thomas Erskine, Earl Kelly, Viscount Fenton, Lord Baron of

Pitten Weem, &c., in Great Britain, Grand Master of Masons,
the Right Worshipful William Osborne, Deputy Grand Master,

the Right Worshipful Mr. William Dickey, Senior Grand Warden,
the Right Worshipful James Gibson, Esq., Junior Grand Warden,
and the seal of the said Grand Lodge, bearing Date June 20th,

1764, A. M. 5764, nominate, constitute, and appoint the Right
Worshipful William Ball to be Grand Master, the Right Wor-
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shipful Captain Blaithwait Jones, Deputy Grand Master, the

Right Worshipful Mr. David Hall, Senior Grand Warden, and
the Right Worshipful Mr. Hugh T,enox, Junior Grand Warden,
of a Provincial Grand Lodge, to be held at Philadelphia for the

Province of Pennsylvania; granting to them and their Succes-

sors in Office duly elected and lawfully installed, with the Con-
sent of the Members of the said Grand Lodge, full Power and Au-
thority to grant Warrants and Dispensations for holding Lodges,

to regulate all Matters appertaining to Masonry, to do and per-

form all and every other Act and Thing which could be usually

done and performed by other Provincial Grand Lodges, as by the

said above in Part recited Grand Warrant, Reference being there-

unto had, may more fully and at large appear.

And Whereas the Right Worshipful William Adcock, Esq.,

Grand Master, the Right Worshipful Mr. Alexandt r Rutherford,

Deputy Grand Maste*-, the Right Worshipful Jonathan Bayard
Smith, Esq., Senior Grand Warden, the Right Worshipful Mr.

Joseph Dean, Junior Grand Warden, legal successors of the

above-named Grand Officers, as by the Grand Lodge Books may
appear, together with the Officers and Representatives of a

Number of regular Lodges under their Jurisdiction, duly ap-

pointed and specially authorized, as also by and with the Advice
and Consent of several other Lodges by their Letters expressed,

did, at a Grand Quarterly Communication, held in the Grand
Lodge Room in the City of Philadelphia, on the Twenty-fifth

Day of September, A. C. One Thousand Seven Hundred Eighty

and Six, after mature and serious Deliberations, unanimously

resolve, "That it is improper the Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania

should remain any longer under the Authority of any foreign

Grand Lodge." And the said Grand Lodge did thereupon

close Sine Die.

And Whereas all the Grand Officers of the said late Provin-

cial Grand Lodge, together with the Officers and Representa-

tives of a Number of Lodges of the Commonwealth of Pennsyl-

vania, did on the said Twenty-fifth day of September, One
Thousand Seven Hundred Eighty and Six, meet in the Room ot

the late Provincial Grand Lodge, and according to the Powers

and Authorities to them intrusted, did form themselves into a

Grand Convention of Masons to deliberate on the proper

Methods of forming a Grand Lodge totally independent from

all foreign Jurisdiction.

And Whereas the said Grand Convention did then and there

Unanimously Resolve, That the Lodges under the Jurisdic-

tion of the Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania aforesaid, lately held

as a provincial Grand Lodge under the authority of the Grand
Lodge of England, should and they then did form themselves
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into a Grand Lodge, to be called The Grand Lodge of Penn-
sylvania AND Masonic Jurisdiction thereunto belonging to
BE HELD in THE SAID CiTY OF PHILADELPHIA as by the Records
and Proceedings of the said Convention remaining among the

Archives of the Grand Lodge aforesaid may more fully appear.

And Whereas by a warrant bearing date the twenty first day
of April, A, C. One Thousand Seven Hundred and Eighty-five

and of Masonry Five Thousand Seven Hundred and Eighty-five,

under the Hands of William Adcock, Grand Master, Alexander
Rutherford Deputy Grand Master, George Ord Senior Warden,
and William Tilton Junior Warden, and the seal of the late

Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania, the following Brethern, to wit,

The Worshipful Stephen Chambers Master, John Doyle Senior

Warden, Henry Stuber Junior Warden, with their lawful Assis-

tants, were authorized and appointed to hold a Lodge of Free

and Accepted Masons at the Borough of Lancaster in the State

of Pennsylvania—Number Forty-three. And in the said Lodge
when duly congregated to admit, enter, and make Masons, ac-

cording to the ancient and honorable Custom of the Royal Craft

in all Ages and Nations throughout the known World. And
also with the farther Right, Privilege and Authority to nominate,
chuse and instal their successors, and them to invest with the

like Power, Authority, and Dignity to nominate, chuse, and
instal their Successors for ever, as by the said Warrant, Refer-

ence being thereunto had, may appear.

And Whereas the said Warrant hath been surrendered up to

US the Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania and Masonic Jurisdiction

thereunto belonging, by the present Ofificers and Brethern of the

said Lodge No. 43 praying that the same may be renewed under
the authority of this Grand Lodge, Now Know Ye, That tve

The Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania and Masonic Jurisdic-

tion Thereunto Belonging, by Virtue of the Power and Au-
thorities vested in US by the said Grand Convention DO hereby
renew and confirm to our trusty and well beloved Brethern John
Doyle, Master, Henry Stuber, Senior Warden, and Charles

Smith, Junior Warden, and the other regular and lawful Mem-
bers of the said Lodge No. 43 of Ancient York Masons, and to

their true and lawful Successors for ever, all the Masonic Rights,

Privileges, Authority, Jurisdiction and Pre-eminence, which by
their said Original Warrant herein before mentioned and in

Part recited, they are or may be in any Manner or Way entitled

to hold and enjoy. PROVIDED ALWAYS, That the above-

named Brethern and Members of the said Lodge, and their suc-

cessors, continue, at all Times, to pay due Respect and Obedi-
ence to this Right Worshipful Grand Lodge, agreeably to the

Rules and Ordinances lawfully made or to be made for the Ben-
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efit of Masonry and the Advancement of our Royal Craft, other-

wise this Warrant to be of no Force or Virtue.

pa Given in open Grand Lodge, under the Hands^ " s: 5; m
v< c a - rt n of our Right Worshipful Grand Officers and

O
J ""'^

o^ ? ^ t^^ seal of our Grand Lodge, at Philadelphia,

00^0^5^^^ this Fourteenth Day of "july, A. C. One
g rt 03 r o

^ Thousand Seven Hundred and Eighty Seven

^ -^ 3 '_ ^ " ^^'^ °^ Masonry Five Thousand Seven Hun-
dred and Eighty Seven.

n ti a ~ $ ^M

q ^ n ^So

I q '^ K> 3 S- AsHETON Humphreys,
^^ gc-^o Gr'dSec'y.

The first election of officers took place at the stated meeting

held June 14, 1786, when the same officers who had been serv-

ing since the Constituting of the Lodge, were all retained in

office.

At the extra meeting of December 16, 1786, another election

was held resulting again in the re-election of the former officers,

except Treasurer, Bro. Fredrick Hubley being chosen for that

office in the place of Bro. Etting.

At the stated meeting of June 13, 1787, an election for officers

was again held ; (it being the custom to hold such elections

twice yearly ; the Masonic terms being the intervals between the

days of St. John, the Baptist, June 24th, and St. John, the Evan-

gelist, December 27th.) At this third election the following

were chosen: John Doyle, Worshipful Master; Henry Stuber,

Senior Warden, and Charles Smith, Junior Warden. The same

Secretary and Treasurer were re-appointed.

The meetings of the Lodge during the first few years of its

existence were not characterized by much of interest. During

the year 17S7 but two members were admitted and none ini-

tiated, and during the year 1788, one was admitted and one

initiated.

Bro. Junior Warden Charles Smith removed to Sunbury, and

Bro. Solomon Etting was elected his successor ; Bro. Treasurer

Fredrick Hubley removed to Philadelphia, and Bro. Henry

Dering was elected his successor, those elections taking place

at the February and March meetings of 178S, no election being

held in December, 1787.

The meetings of the Lodge were held at the public house of

Bro. Fredrick Hubley until February, 1788, when, owing to the
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removal of Bro. Hubley from the Borough, the place of meeting

M'as changed to the house of Thomas Edwards, which was situ-

ated on South Queen Street, now known as the " Fountain Inn."

At an extra meeting held June 24, 1788, the election resulted

in the re-election of all the officers.

In July, 1 788 the Initiation Fee was reduced from six to three

pounds, and the dues from one quarter of a dollar to one shilling

and three pence per month.

In August of this year, the Lodge returned to its former

quarters in the house formerly kept by Bro. Hubley and at that

time kept by George Ross. They continued to hold their

meetings in this house until the following January when the

Lodge was moved to the house of Matthias Slough, which was

situated on the southeast corner of Penn Square and South

Queen Street.

In November, 1 788, the Lodge was called upon to sustain its

first loss by death, and that in no less a personage than its

Worshipful Master.

At an extra meeting held December 27th, Bro. James Moore

was elected Worshipful Master, and all the other officers were

re-elected. These officers continued in office until April, 1790,

when the Worshipful Master notified the Lodge of his intended

removal from the county, and upon ballot Bro. Solomon Etting

was elected Master; Jacob Slough, Senior Warden; Matthias

Barton, Junior Warden ; Henry Bering, Treasurer, and William

Feltman, Secretary. These officers served until June 1791, when

Charles Smith was elected Worshipful Master; Matthias Barton,

Senior Warden ; Wm. Kirkpatrick, Junior Warden; and Wm.
Feltman was appointed Secretary, and Myer Solomon, Treasurer.

During the year 1789, four members were admitted and none

initiated, in 1790 five were admitted and none initiated, and in

1 791 four were initiated.

There were no meetings of the Lodge between June i6th and

December 13th, 1790. During the year 1791 the meetmgs

were poorly attended, and it was the custom to fine absentees

unless they furnished a satisfactory excuse; this failing to bring

about the desired attendance, at the meeting held November 9,

1 79 1, "the Worshipful Master ordered that special summons be
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issued to each Brother for the next meeting and for the non-

attendance of each Brother of this Lodge, he or they to be ex-

cluded in future." At the next meeting, held December 14th,

we find this order executed, and " Bro. Wm. Montgomery is

excluded this Lodge as a member thereof, his not having at-

tended according to special Sumons being served upon him."

The meetings of the Lodge continued to be held at the public

house of Mathias Slough until June, 1792, when the Lodge re-

moved to the house of Bro. Julian Sonnet, which place we have

been unable to locate.

At the stated meeting held June 13, 1792, the following were

elected officers for the ensuing six months: Mathias Barton, W.

M. ; Wm. Kirkpatrick, S. W., and Peter Getz, J. W. They

were not installed until August following, when the Worshipful

Master appointed John Cunningham, Treasurer, and J. J. Sonnet

Secretary. The attendance on the meetings of the Lodge at

this time was very poor, and the chairs were mostly filled pro

tempore.

At the stated meeting December 12, 1792, the election for

officers resulted as follows: James Gamble, W. M. ; Peter Getz,

S. W.
;
Jeremiah Mosher, J. W., and Michael App, Treasurer.

The Lodge continued to meet at Bro. Sonnet's house until in

June, 1793, when his lease expiring and his new house not being

suitable for the purpose, it was resolved to remove the Lodge to

the house of Bro. Michael App, on West King Street. We find,

however, that the Lodge was never moved to this house, it being

used only for committee meetings ; but instead of removing to

Bro. App's, they changed their place of meeting to the public

house of Leonard Eicholtz. which was known as the "Bull's

Head," and was situated on the southeast corner of East King

and Christian Streets, and was afterwards known as the "Ex-

change Hotel."

At the stated meeting of June 12, 1793, the following were

elected officers for the ensuing six months: William Kirkpatrick,

W. M.; Peter Getz, S. W., and Jeremiah Mosher, J. W. At

this time we find the brethren held Lodges of instruction in the

Lodge Room, twice a month, on Sunday evenings. Another

custom, which was begun with the foundation of the Lodge, was
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for the brethren to dine together on both St. John's days, the

Lodge always holding meetings upon those days, for the purpose

of installing the officers, hearing the report of the standing com-

mittee on audits, etc.

The election of officers in December of this year resulted in a

re-election of all at that time in office, they continuing in office

until June, 1794, when Bro. Peter Getz was elected W. M.,

Bro. Jere. Mosher, S. W., Bro. Jacob Carpenter, J. W., and

Bro. Jno. Stone, Treasurer. Bro. Stone not desiring to serve as

Treasurer, Bro. Lewis Lauman was appointed in his place, and

at the stated meeting held December loth, the officers were all

re-elected.

During the year 1792, four brethren were initiated and one

admitted to the Lodge. In 1793, six were initiated, one ad-

mitted, and one withdrew; and in 1794, six were initiated. So

that during the first decade of the Lodge's existence, thirty

members were initiated, and fourteen admitted ; which, together

with the seven charter members, makes a total of fifty-one, as

having become members of the Lodge during the ten years.

The records were not kept with any degree of accuracy during

this period, but they give as the loss of membership the follow-

ing: four died, four withdrew, and one was suspended; a total

loss of nine ; making the apparent net membership at the close

of the decade, forty-two. We are inclined to believe that this

figure is too high, as the poor attendance at the meetings would

indicate that members from time to time dropped out. At an

ordinary meeting from seven to nine members (including offi-

cers) would attend, and it was a rare thing to have as many as

twelve or eighteen present.

The meetings at the close of the year 1794 show a much
better attendance than formerly, with the interest in the Lodge
on the increase.

At the meeting held September 29, 1794, Mathias Slough, at

whose public house the Lodge held its meetings from June,

1788, to June, 1792, was made a Mason.

Bro. Mathias Slough was a man of considerable worth and

education. He was a very prominent citizen and patriot during

the Revolutionary period. He was Coroner of Lancaster County
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in 1763, when the Paxton Boys broke into the Lancaster jail

and murdered the Conestoga Indians, and he held the inquest

upon the bodies. The Paxton Boys first rode into Bro. Slough's

tavern-yard, and from there proceeded to the scene of murder.

In 1776 he was appointed general agent for the Province of

Pennsylvania, to provide clothing and accoutrements for the

troops raised for the service of the province. He also had com-

mand of a Lancaster battalion in the years 1776 and 1777. He
was a member of the Legislature of Pennsylvania during the

years 1774, '75, '77, '80, '81, '82, '8^.

"'^^-^p^^



CHAPTER 11.

1795-1805.

THE increased attendance of the members of the Lodge, no-

ticeable in the latter part of the year 1 794, was a marked

feature of the year 17Q5, the attendance averaging from fifteen

to twenty. The Lodge was efficiently officered, and marked

interest was manifested in its proceedings. During the year,

seven good and worthy citizens were added to the roll of the

membership of the Lodge.

The election of officers at the stated meeting of June loth,

1795, resulted as follows: Charles Smith, W. M.
;

Jeremiah

Mosher, S. W., and Jacob Carpenter, J. W. But Bro. Smith

being unable to serve as Master, Bro. Wm. Kirkpatrick was re-

quested to continue in the office of Worshipful Master. The

Secretary, Bro. J. J. Sonnet, having died since last meeting,

Bro. Wm. Feltman was again appointed to that office.

St. John the Baptist's day, June 24th of this year, was cele-

brated in the appropriate custom of the times, by an extra Lodge

meeting for installation of officers, a procession, and by a sermon

preached by the Rev. Bro. Campbell.

At the stated meeting of Decembe rgth, we find the speculative

spirit of our ancient brethren manifested in taking advantage of

an opportunity then offered of a sudden accumulation of wealth.

On motion, it was ordered that "the Treasurer purchase two

tickets in the Canal Lottery, out of the funds of the Lodge,

the tickets to be warranted undrawn at the time of purchase."

The records fail to show that any wealth accrued to the treasury

of the Lodge from this source.

The election of officers at this meeting in December resulted

as follows: Bro. Jeremiah Mosher, W. M. ; Bro. Jacob Car-

penter, S. W., and Bro. John Morris, J. W.; Bro. Lewis Lauman,

Treasurer. These officers were installed on St. John's day, De-

(44)
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cember*2 7th, when Bro. Wm. Feltman was again appointed Sec-

retary.

At the meeting held January 13, 1796, "Bros. Mosher, Smith

and Kirkpatrick were appointed a committee to wait upon the

Corporation of this Borough in order to know whether they will

allow this Lodge the priviledge of erecting a Lodge room over

the market-house, and to agree with them for the same." This

was the first movement in what eventually resulted in the erec-

tion of our present hall. The committee appointed for the

above purpose was continued from time to time, as they were

unable to make any satisfactory report. The ground upon

which it was proposed to erect this structure was deeded by

James Hamilton, who owned the tract and laid out the town,

to the county of Lancaster for market purposes. Upon this

ground the corporation authorities proposed to erect a market

house, to be built of brick, and the members of the Lodge con-

ceived it to be an economical and desirable method of obtaining

a centrally located, permanent home for the Lodge, by the action

proposed.

At the stated meeting of June 8, 1796, the following brethren

were elected for the ensuing six months : Jacob Carpenter,

W. M.
; John Morris, S. W.

; Jacob Martin, J."W., and Lewis

Lauman, Treasurer. Bro. Wm. Hamilton was appointed Sec-

retary. Our brethren at this time must have found their duties

arduous, and doubtless having heard of the effect of "all work

and no play " upon the mythical Jack, they at this meeting " on

motion, resolved that the Pursuivant do on each Stated night

collect from each member present, One fourth of a Dollar for

the purpose of procuring necessaries for recreation on each

night."

No agreement having yet been effected with the corporation

in the matter of building, Bro. P. M. Charles Smith, at the

August meeting of the Lodge, generously tendered a lot of

ground at the southeast corner of Chestnut and Duke streets

for the purpose of building a hall. He also granted the Lodge

the liberty of quarrying and using for the purpose stone from

his plantation (Hardwicke). A vote of thanks was tendered

Bro. Smith, and a committee was appointed to view the afore-

said lot and report.
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William Hamilton, Esq., nephew of James Hamilton, de-

ceased, and the then " proprietor of the town," also tendered

a lot to the Lodge for the same purpose. He was also voted

the thanks of the Lodge, and the matter referred to the commit-

tee. Neither of these sites seem to have been satisfactory to the

brethren, in whose judgment nothing but the immediate vicinity

of l^enn Square would answer the purpose.

The committee finally selected a lot at the upper end of South

Queen Street, the property of Robert Wilson, as a desirable

location. They were instructed by the Lodge to confer with

Mr. Wilson as to the terms upon which it could be purchased.

After inquiry they reported it could be purchased for ^loo,

whereupon it was unanimously agreed not to purchase it.

The election for officers in December, 1796, resulted as fol-

lows: Bro. John Morris was elected W. M. ; Bro. Jacob Martin,

S. W. ; Bro. John Miller, J. W. ; Bro. Lewis Lauman, Treasurer,

and Bro. Wm. Pitt Atlee was appointed Secretary. During the

year 1796, three new members were initiated.

The election in June, 1797, resulted in the following brethren

being chosen to serve for the ensuing six months: Bro. John

Miller, W. M. ; Bro. Wm. Hamilton, S. W., and Bro. Abram

Henry, J. W.
The practice of placing the amount of dues owing by each

brother on the notice of meeting was first adopted this year.

At the September meeting the by-laws were amended, raising

the fees of initiation to thirty (30) y^ shillings for each step. It

was also at this time agreed that the fines when collected should

be placed in the hands of the Steward, to assist in defraying the

expenses of the night.

At the December meeting the following were elected officers

for the ensuing six months: Bros. Jacob Carpenter, W. M.

;

Abram Henry, S. W. ; Lewis Lauman, J. W., and Jacob Martin,

Treasurer. It was also the custom at this time to elect the Pur-

suivant. Bro. John Morris was appointed Secretary.

During the year 1797 the membership of the Lodge was in-

creased by eight initiations.

In the early part of 1 798 the Lodge had a symbolic floor cloth

painted by the artist, Bro. Benj. West Henry, at an expense of
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^11.5.0. This floor cloth was in use many years. The great

light, our old Bible, which was printed in 1796, was purchased

by the Lodge in this year, and from that time to the present it

has continued, uninterruptedly, to shed its effulgent rays from

our Lodge altar.

At the stated meeting of the Lodge held February 27th, Bro,

P. M. Charles Smith "communicated to the Lodge that he had

spoken to the Corporation of this Borough concerning the build-

ing of a Lodge Room over the Market House, and that the Cor-

poration, had agreed that the Lodge Room should be built there."

It was agreed to hold a special meeting on Thursday, March ist,

and that a committee be appointed to ascertain the expenses of

the building, and if possible, what sum the members would be

willing to subscribe for the purpose.

At the special meeting held March ist, 1798, the committee

presented the following report

:

The committee who were appointed to make an estimate of
the expense of building a Lodge Room over the Market House
in this Borough, from the information they have received re-

port as follows, viz.

:

Dollars.

6 Girders 36
1300 feet Joyce 3 Dol. 34 Cents. 43

1 200 Rafters 40
Cellar Beams 13
2600 feet Laths 13
12,000 Shingles 10 Dol. pm 120
200 lbs Nails , 26

Boards 100

60,000 Bricks 3 Dol. 34 Cents. 200
Mason Work 114
20 Loads Sand 20

200 Bushels Lime 26 Cents. 54
Carpenter Work 400
Plastering 200
Glass 14

Total S1393
W". KiRKPATRICK,
Chas. Smith,

John Miller,
L. Lauman,

J. Mosher,
Committee.
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Upon the question being put before the Lodge, it was unan-

imously agreed to build, and Bros. Kirkpatrick, Smith, Miller,

Lauman, Mosher and Bering were appointed a committee to

treat with the Corporation of the Borough and make such

arrangements as they think necessary to forward the building.

At an extra meeting held March 24th, the committee ap-

pointed to confer with the Corporation of the Borough respect-

ing the building, presented as their report the following mutual

agreement entered into with the corporation

:

The Corporation to build Pillars and Arches sufficiently strong

to support the superstructure and roof; which pillars and Arches
are to be at the expense of the Corporation.

The Lodge to build the Superstructure, and Roof, floor and
ciel the building.

The Corporation to grant the right to erect this Superstruc-

ture and the discretion of the uses of it to such Trustees as may
be appointed by the Lodge.—But the Room shall always be
reserved for the use of the meetings of the Corporation, all

other public uses of the Rooms to be at the option of the

Lodge. If the Corporation should think proper to erect pillars

in the Square beyond the extent of the Main Market building,

for the use of the County Market people, the Lodge will extend

the Roof over the same, Floor, Ciel, paint and finish it in a neat

manner.
We on the part of the Lodge and on the part of the Corpor-

ation do agree to the above proposals.

March 22^ 17,8.

By order of the Corporation.

Paul Zantzinger, Chief Burgess.

By order of the Lodge.
Charles Smith,

John Miller, Jun",
Lewis Lauman,
Henry Bering.

Agreed that Paul Zantzinger, John Hubley and Jacob King
are appointed, or any two of them, to procure materials and
Workmen for the building of the above mentioned Market
House, in conjunction with any person or persons that Lodge
No. 43 will appoint for the same purpose.

This agreement was ratified and confirmed by the Lodge, and

Bros. Charles Smith, Lewis Lauman and Wm. Kirkpatrick, or

any two of them, were appointed a committee to act with the
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committee appointed by the corporation in procuring materials

and contracting for the erection of the said building.

The committee were authorized and directed to call upon the

brethren who had subscribed for the erection of the building,

for one-fourth part of their subscription, and for the residue in

equal installments, in one, two, and three months, and pay the

same to the Treasurer. Also that all arrears for dues be col-

lected. The Treasurer was authorized to pay to the Building

Committee the sum then in his hands, and from time to time

what moneys might be collected, to be applied to the purchase

of such materials as may be immediately necessary. Such pay-

ments to be made to the order of said committee, or any two of

them.

The following is a copy of the agreement made by the com-

mittee with the workmen :

Memorandum of agreements entered in April 4tli, ijgS, Between the

Committees of the Corporation and Lodge No, 4J, and the tinder-

sig?ied Workmen, who have contracted as follows, for the Market
building and Lodge-room above.

Jacob Albright undertakes to do the Brick-work of the said

Building, and to have for laying the Brick at the rate of fifteen

shillings ^ thousand—the said Albright to keep a distinct ac-

count, of the Brick laid and work done for tlie Corporation, and
the Brick laid for the Lodge Room, that the expences thereof

may be correctly apportioned—and the said Albright undertakes

to procure the Stone, Lime and Sand at the most reasonable

rates—but in contracting for the prices thereof, he is to con-

sult and have the assent of the said Committee—The stone Work
to be done at four shillings per perch, and paving to be done
at nine pence the square yard.

George Peters engages to furnish such quantity of substantial,

well finished, Merchantable and durable Brick as shall be ne-

cessary for the said Building at the rate of thirty shillings 1^

thousand, and paving Brick at the rate of thirty-two shillings &
six pence per thousand—and he engages that when the Work is

begun, he will not delay the said Work for want of Brick by his

default.

Godlieb Sener undertakes to furnish all the Shingles which

may be requisite for both the Market house and Lodge-Room
and all the rafters and other timbers and Lath for the said roofs

(other than such Timbers as the Corporation now have, and

which can be used for their part of the Work) the same to be

furnished at the most reasonable rates, but to be of the best

4
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quality—and at equal rates and of equal quality to furnish all

necessary Beams, Joists and Timbers which may be necessary

for building and finishing the Lodge-Room, in a. neat and sub-

stantial manner—and to execute the Work thereof, as expdi-

tiously as it may be done in an handsome stile, agreeably to the

plan agreed upon by the Committees of Conference above men-
tioned—and to be paid therefor so much as he may reasonably

deserve to have.

a True Copy. George Peters,

Jacob Albright,
Gottlieb Sener.

The members of the Lodge contributed to the building of the

hall as liberally as their means would permit. Small subscrip-

tions were also received from a few citizens, not members of

the Lodge, and from a few brethren in York and Northumber-

land. Letters were also written to sister lodges in Philadelphia,

Reading, Wilmington, Del., and committees or proxies were ap-

pointed to receive subscriptions from the brethren in the differ-

ent neighboring cities and towns. Owing to the difficulty in

obtaining the necessary means the work progressed slowly, and

it was not until August, 1800, that the hall was ready for use.

No election for officers was held in June, 1798, those serving

at that time being continued, dy resolution, for six months.

At the stated meeting in December, the following brethren were

elected for the ensuing six months : Wm. Kirpatrick, W. M.

;

Abram Henry, S. W., and Benj. West Henry, J. W.

During the year 179S, three were initiated and one admitted,

and one withdrew.

During the year 1799, the attention of the Lodge was devoted

mainly to the collecting of subscriptions for the building of the

hall, and to advancing its erection as rapidly as the circumstances

of the case would admit. But one new member was initiated

during the year.

At the June meeting, Bro. Abraham Henry was elected W. M.

;

Bro. Benjamin Henry, S. W., and Bro. George Keip, J. W.

Up to this time the amount of cash received by donation for

building the lodge-room amounted to ^^402. 4. 11.

The election in December resulted in placing Bro. Matthias

Barton in the chair, and the reelection of all the other officers.

On St. John's day, December 27th, Bro. Barton declined serv-
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ing as Worshipful Master, whereupon it was unanimously agreed

that he be fined three pounds for the use of the charity fund,

agreeably to the 19th section of the By-Laws of the Lodge.

Again that ever reliable, worthy and active member, Bro. Wil-

liam Kirkpatrick, was chosen to preside over the Lodge.

It was a rule and custom of the Lodge at this time to have the

By-Laws read in open Lodge on every St. John's day ; at this

meeting however we find this rule was, on motion, dispensed

with.

The year 1800 opens for the Lodge with an extra meetmg,

called on January 6th, for the purpose of considering the subject

of the removal of the Lodge to some more convenient place. It

was agreed to move that afternoon to the house of Mrs. Edwards

(a former place of meeting, now the Fountain Inn).

An extra meeting was also called the following morning, at the

new place of meeting, for the purpose of paying respect to the

memory of our late brother, Gen. George Washington, who had

died at Mt. Vernon on the 14th ult.

The following is the minute made of said meeting, and of the

procession

:

Agreeable to order, the Lodge met at the house of Mrs.

Edwards, on the morning of the 7th inst. After making the

necessary arrangements, and clothed in the proper mourning
agreeable to ancient custom, and being joined by a number of

respectable Brethren from different parts of the State,— they

moved in due form from the Lodge and joined the Funeral Pro-

cession in honor, and as a mark of their veneration for the mem-
ory of their departed Brother General George Wa.^hington.

At the stated meeting for January, which was held the follow-

ing night, it was resolved, "That the Lodge be put in complete

mourning, and the Brethren wear the emblem of mourning on

their aprons, jewels, &c., for the ensuing six months." It was

also resolved, that an oration be prepared and delivered in the

Lodge room on W^ashington's birthday, February 2 2d. Bro.

William C. Frazer was appointed for this purpose. He per-

formed his duty in an able manner at 2:30 o'clock on the after-

noon of that day.

At the stated meeting held March 12th, it was:

Resolved, unanimously, that Brother William C. Frazer re-
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ceive the thanks of this Lodge for the very elegant and well

adapted Oration prepared by him and delivered in this Lodge
on the 2 2d ultimo, in honor of our dearly beloved and ever to

be lamented deceased Brother General George Washington.

Brother Henry Bering, one of the charter members of the

Lodge, one whose active interest continued up to the ti-me of his

death, died on the 6th of April. At the stated meeting of April

9th, it was agreed that the members of the Lodge wear crape on

the left arm until the next stated meeting, as mourning for the

departed Brother.

At this time a number of the members were in arrears for dues,

and the balance of their subscription to the building fund.

Many of them had given notes for their indebtedness, which they

failed to meet, so that the Lodge became financially embarrassed,

and could neither discharge its indebtedness for the building nor

its Grand Lodge dues.

The full amount of the notes held by the Lodge against delin-

quent members was ^£93-2. 4, some of which remain unpaid at

the present time.

The election in June resulted in the reelection of all the

officers.

The new Lodge room being finally completed in August, an

extra meeting was held on the 25th inst, for the purpose of mak-

ing arrangements for removal. It was agreed that the Lodge

should be removed to the new building before the next stated

meeting in September, and Brothers Benj. W. Henry, Peter

Getz and Jacob Carpenter were appointed a committee to super-

intend the removal. Accordingly we find the Lodge holding

its stated meeting of September 10, 1800, in the "New Lodge

Room."
The hall, then just finished, consisted of four rooms and an

entry or hall running the entire length of the building on the

north side. It was entered by a stairway at the northeast corner

of the building. There was at the east end a room intended for

the use of the corporation authorities and other public purposes.

Adjoining this room on the west was the largest room, intended

for the Lodge room, while at the extreme west end were two

small rooms, intended for the tylers and preparing rooms. The
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building was bounded on the north by the open Market Square,

on the east by Penn Square (the lot now occupied by City Hall

buildings being at that time vacant), on the south by West King

street, and on the west by an open street or alley, called Union

Court, now the property of the Lodge, upon which is erected our

store-room, armory, portion of the stairs and the ante-rooms.

The long entry on the north side of the building, besides being

a passage-way, was used as a banquet room. At a later date long

tables were placed there for banquet purposes, and this place was

the scene of many convivial gatherings by the fathers of our

Lodge.

The principal business of the first meeting of the Lodge in its

new hall, was the approval and initiation of Bros. Alexander

Mclntire and John Rohrer.

The following month (October, iSoo), Michael Rine, High

Sheriff of Lancaster county, made application to the Lodge for

the use of its room for holding the County Courts. Permission

being granted, the November term of court was held in the hall,

the Commissioners paying $30 for the privilege. After this date

the courts were held there for some time.

At the December meeting, Bro. Jacob Carpenter was elected

Worshipful Master, Bro. Benj. W. Henry, Senior Warden, and

Bro. Geo. Keip, Junior Warden.

The additions to the Lodge during the year 1800 were three

initiated and one admitted.

In February, 1801, an application was made to the Lodge for

the use of the room for holding a ball, which called forth the

following preamble and resolutions :

Whereas, there has been an application made to the W. M.

of this Lodge, by a number of Gentlemen of this Borough to

grant them the privilege of holding a Dance or Assembly in the

Lodge Room—Whereupon the following Resolutions were pro-

posed and agreed to.

Resolved, that the Building erected by Lodge No. 43 is ex-

clusively the property of said Lodge, subject to the fulfilment of

the agreement made with the Corporation.

Resolved, that the thanks of the Lodge are due to a number

of the Inhabitants of the Borough, who subscribed liberally

thereto; but as it was understood at the time of subscribing and

so declared by the members of the Lodge, that such subscrip-
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tions gave no right to any person or persons either separately

from, or jointly with the Lodge, it is further declared, that such

Subscribers have no interest in said Building.

Resolved, that when the Lodge can conveniantly accomo-
date their fellow Citizens, Subscribers or others, with a tempor-

ary use of the Lodge Room, without interfering with the meeting

of the Lodge, that it would be liberal, and honorable, to do so.

Therefore it is

Resolved, that on application to the Worshipful Master he

is hereby authorized by and with the consent of the Lodge to

permit any number of Gentlemen, to have the occasional use of

the Lodge Room, not injuring the same, and rei)airing any
casual Damage to the Glass or other part of the Building.

During the summer of iSoi the "Musical Society of the

Borough " were permitted to use the room for their meeting

and practice.

The Lodge had, for some time, experienced considerable dif-

ficulty in the collection of dues from its members. Committees

were frequently appointed to assist the proper officers in making

the collections, and resolutions of various kinds were frequently

offered. Finally, failing in all these measures, at the June meet-

ing of this year it was resolved to adopt the expedient of calling

over the names of the delinquents, three times each meeting for

three successive meetings, and any member still remaining in

arrears on the third stated night, after having been in this

manner nine times solemnly called on for his dues, should be

excluded and expelled from the Lodge. We find two members

were thus so/emn/y dealt with and disposed of.

The June election resulted in the reelection of all the officers.

In July a letter was presented and read, informing the Lodge

that the Grand Lodge had purchased a house and lot of ground

in the city of Philadelphia for the use of the Grand Lodge, and

requesting this Lodge to loan on interest to the Grand Lodge

any money which could with convenience be spared. When we

consider that the Lodge was at this time in arrears for Grand

Lodge dues, was still in debt for its building, and had a treasury

made up mainly of notes taken from its members for dues and

subscriptions to the building fund, we can appreciate the action

of the Lodge on this communication. " The sense of the Lodge

being taken it was resolved, that under the present exigence sit-

uation, this Lodge can not advance money."
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The following were elected officers for the ensuing six months

at the December meeting : liro. Jacob Carpenter, W. M. ; Bro.

Benj. W. Henry, S. W. ; Bro. Geo. Keip, J. W. ; Bro. Jacob

Martin, Treasurer. Bro. George Miller was appointed Secre-

tary in the place of Bro. John Morris, who removed to Phila-

delphia.

During the year i8or, seven members were initiated, four

withdrew, and two were suspended.

Very little of interest occurred during the year 1802. The

meetings as a rule were poorly attended, but three new members

were initiated and one withdrew.

At the June meeting Bro. Wm. Kirkpatrick was again honored

by being chosen Worshipful Master, but declined to serve, when

the following brethren were elected for tlie ensuing term of six

months: Benjamin W. Henry, W. M. ; George Keip, S. W,,

and John Kerr, J. W. At the December meeting the W. M.

and S. W. were reelected, and Bro. Wm. Pitt Atlee was elected

J. W.
The financial condition of the Lodge at this time was as fol-

lows :

Cash in the hands of Treasurer j[^o. o. o

Balance due the Treasurer 8. 1

1

Amount due the Lodge for Dues, etc 156. 12. 11

" " " " Bonds & Notes . ... 84. i. 9^^
" " " " Subscription fund . . . 95. 6.io}4
" paid by the Lodge on account of building 706. 7. 1

1

At the stated meeting of June 8, 1803, the Lodge again called

our worthy Bro. Wm. Kirkpatrick to the chair. Bro. Wm. P.

Atlee was elected S. W., and Bro. Robert McElwee, J. W.

These brethren were reelected at the December meeting.

An application having been made to the Lodge for the rental

of the Lodge room by the Register- and Comptroller-Generals,

and finding they could benefit their depleted treasury by this

means, the Brethren determined to so rent the room and hold the

meetings of the Lodge elsewhere. At the October meeting it

was unanimously agreed to rent a room for Lodge meetings in the

public house of Robert Wilson, which was situated on the south-

west corner of South Queen and German streets, and known as

the Indian King. This room was secured at an annual rental of
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twelve dollars, and in this place the Lodge continued to hold its

meetings until June 24, 1809.

The first grand visitation with which Lodge No. 43 was ever

honored was on December 19, 1803, at which time, at an extra

meeting called for the purpose, the Right Worshipful Grand

Master, Israel Israel, honored the Lodge with his presence. On
rising, the Grand Master expressed his approbation at the man-

ner in which the business of the Lodge had been conducted, and

stated that he was well pleased with the order, decorum and

harmony that prevailed. During the year 1803, six members

were initiated, one admitted, and one withdrew.

The first business of importance transacted in the beginning

of the year 1804 was the amendment of the By-Laws in the mat-

ter of dues and fees. These alterations were as follows :

A petition for initiation and membership must be accompanied

by a fee of ten ($10.00) dollars, which sum shall be in payment

of his initiation. Before he can be passed to the degree of a

Fellow Craft Mason, he must pay the additional sum of six

($6.00) dollars, and on being raised to the degree of a Master

Mason, he must pay the further sum of four ($4.00) dollars.

He shall also pay on the night of his initiation, to the Tyler,

the sum of one dollar; to the Secretary for enrolling, half a dol-

lar, and to the Treasurer, for the use of the Grand Lodge Char-

ity Fund, the sum of five shillings.

Every member was required to pay one shilling quarterly for

the use of the Grand Lodge Charity Fund, and one shilling on

each stated night for the use of the charity fund of this Lodge.

The fee for membership was placed at four ($4.00) dollars, which

was also for the use of the charity fund.

At the June meeting, the following Brethren were elected

officers for the ensuing six months: Bro. Wm. Kirkpatrick, W.

M. ; Bro. Robt. McElvvee, S. W. ; Bro. Wm. Boyd, J. W.; and

Bro. E. H. Halstead was appointed Secretary. Bro. Halstead

died before his term of office had expired.

At the stated meeting in December a petition, addressed to

the Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania, and signed by Bros. Joel

Lightner, Wm. Russell, Samuel Ramsey, Joshua Bowman, Wm.
Henderson, Eli Tnomas, Jesse Cloud, Isaac W. Vanleer, George
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Eckert, Joseph Lefever, and Nathaniel Watson, all residing in

the neighborhood of Strasburg, was presented and read, pray-

ing to be erected into a separate Lodge, also petitioning Lodge

No. 43 to permit them to withdraw from the Lodge, and to re-

commend the Grand Lodge to grant them a Charter. The prayer

of the petitioners was granted, and they were warranted by the

Grand Lodge on January 21, 1805. This was the first Lodge

which grew out of the membership of No. 43. It was named

Philanthropic Lodge, No. 104, and its meetings were held at the

public house of Peter Forney, in Leacock township.

The December election resulted in a reelection of all the

officers then in the chairs.

During the year 1804, eight members were initiated, one was

admitted, one withdrew, and one died. The brethren who

offered their resignations for the purpose of forming Lodge No.

104, did not comply with the by-laws until the January meeting

of 1S05, hence their withdrawal is credited to that year.



CHAPTER HI.

1805-1815.

THE year 1805 did not open very auspiciously for the Lodge.

The meetings were slimly attended, the officers found great

difficuhy in collecting from the members the money due the

Lodge, the Lodge was still in debt for the erection of the hall,

and had been for some time delinquent in its Grand Lodge dues.

The Lodge had neglected their Grand Lodge dues so long, and

they had accumulated to such an amount, that at the meeting of

the Grand Lodge held May 14th, it was resolved that unless

they were paid within six months, the warrant of the Lodge

would be suspended. An examination of the Treasurer's ac-

counts at this time shows the following as the assets of the

Lodge

:

Sundry Book Accounts considered good . . . .^124.14. 4
Ditto bad & doubtful 96. 6. 9

Notes & Specialities (good) 24. 5.10^

Ditto (doubtful) 52. 7. o'

Total ^390. 3. 5

Apparent Cash balance in the hands of Treasurer ;^92. 9. 6^
The Worshipful Master and Treasurer were directed to col-

lect the amount due for rent of Lodge room and to apply all the

available funds towards liquidating the debts and Grand Lodge

dues. The straitened circumstances of the Lodge, as well as

the generosity, liberality and fraternal devotion of its Worship-

ful Master, Bro. Wm. Kirkpatrick, is apparent from the fact

that the Lodge, after paying its other pressing debts, was only

able to raise twenty-five dollars, and the W. M., from his pri-

vate resources, contributed twenty-five dollars additional towards

the payment of the Grand Lodge dues.

In forwarding these fifty dollars, the Lodge presented a can-

(58)
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did Statement of its embarrassed financial condition, and re-

spectfully petitioned the Grand Lodge for a remission of the

balance of its indebtedness.

To the credit of the Grand Lodge be it said, that it gener-

ously accepted the fifty dollars as settlement in full for the

Grand Lodge dues of Lodge No. 43, to St. John's day, June

24, 1885. By this generous act on the part of the Grand Lodge

new life was infused into the Lodge and renewed interest awak-

ened among its members. From this time the Lodge assumed

a more flourishing condition, meeting its current expenses, pay-

ing with regularity its Grand Lodge dues, improving its furniture

and regalia, and soon having a surplus fund.

At the stated meeting in June, the officers of the Lodge were

reelected and Bro. B. Lauman was appointed Secretary and

Bro. John Stone Deputy Secretary ; the latter a new office.

For the first twenty-five or thirty years of the Lodge's exis-

tence, it was the rule and custom whenever a brother received

his first or entered apprentice degree, for the Worshipful Master

to appoint two experienced members as his guardians or instruc-

tors. Certainly no harm could grow out of so excellent a pro-

ceeding.

The officers of the Lodge were again reelected at the Decem-

ber meeting:

At the close of the year, owing to the discharge of various

debts, the Lodge was indebted to the Treasurer one pound,

thirteen shillings, while the outstanding amount due the Lodge

was ^252.0.0. Three members were initiated during the year

and eleven withdrew.

At the stated meeting of June 11, 1806, Bro. John Gallagher

was elected J. W., Bro. Wm. Greer was appointed Secretary,

and the other officers were reelected.

At the December meeting the following Brethren were elected

officers of the Lodge: Robert McElwee, W. M. ; Wm. P. Atlee,

S. W., and John Gallagher, J. W.
The financial condition of the Lodge having improved, the

Lodge was occasionally called from labor to refreshment. Dur-

ing the year four were initiated, one admitted and two withdrew.

In April, 1807, Bro. Peter Getz presented to the Lodge a hand-

some sword for the use of the Tyler.
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At the June and December meetings of this year the ofificers

of the Lodge were all reelected.

The year 1807 deserves special note in this place, as having

been the first year in the history of the Lodge in which it was

called upon to expel one of its members for unmasonic conduct.

The offence committed being that of "absconding, defrauding

several of the brethren, and not paying his lodge dues."

During the year two were initiated, one admitted, two with-

drew and one was expelled.

The year 1808 found the treasury of the Lodge so much im-

proved that, at the stated meeting in March, a loan of $200 was

made to one of the members, on a note with approved security.

At the stated meeting in June, Bro. Gustavus Stoy was elected

J. W. and Bro. Samuel Reynolds was appointed Secretary. The

other officers were reelected.

At the stated meeting held October 12, 1808, it was resolved

that the members of the Lodge be specially summoned to attend

the next stated night for the purpose of taking the necessary

steps to establish a Royal Arch Chapter.

At the next meeting, held November 9th, it was unanimously

agreed to establish a Royal Arch Chapter in the Lodge, and

"Bros. Wm. Hamilton, Jere. Mosher and E. Atlee were ap-

pointed a committee, on behalf of the Lodge, to draft an ad-

dress to Bros. Wm. Kirkpatrick and Robt. McElwee, informing

them that this Lodge have agreed to a resolution for establishing

a Royal Arch Chapter, and they or either of them are authorized

to take the proper steps to obtain a dispensation from the R. W.
Grand Lodge, if they find it necessary." At the following

meeting, held December 14th, the Worshipful Master presented

the rules and regulations necessary for the establishing of a

Royal Arch Chapter. These rules being read, Bro. Robt. Mc-

Elwee (who was a Royal Arch Mason) was requested to procure

the signatures of a sufficient number of Royal Arch Masons to a

petition and forward the same, or take such steps as they may
deem necessary for the purpose of getting a dispensation from

the R. W. Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania. These were the pre-

liminary steps taken in the organization of Chapter No. 43,

R A. M. The Grand H. R. A. Chapter of Pennsylvania was
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organized in 1795, but did not issue warrants to subordinate

Chapters until 1824, and the R. W. Grand Lodge at this time

granted authority to lodges to establish Royal Arch Chapters;

which Chapters held their meetings and performed their labors

under the sanction of the Charter of the Lodge.

At the stated meeting of the Lodge, held December 14, 1S08,

the Worshipful Master and Senior Warden declining reelection,

Bro. P. M. Wm. Kirkpatrick was again called upon to preside

over the Lodge. Bro. Jeremiah Mosher was elected Senior

Warden; Bro. Wm. Hamilton, Junior Warden, and Bro. Egbert

Taylor, Treasurer.

Five members were initiated during the year.

Bro. P. M. Robert McElwee, who had been appointed to take

the necessary steps for securing the authority to form a Royal

Arch Chapter, obtained the cooperation of the following Royal

Arch Masons: Andrew Nelson, John G. Bull, Christian Sheets,

and Pennel Beale, of Philadelphia; James Kelton and James

Banes, of Chester county; Jonas Preston, of Delaware; John

Orr, of Harrisburg, and Robert Gibbs, of Lancaster : and, hav-

ing petitioned the R. W. Grand Lodge for the authority, received

the same on March i, 1809. An extra meeting of Lodge No.

43 was convened on the evening of March 2d, and Chapter No.

43, R. A. M., was then and there organized.

All the expenses incurred in establishing the Chapter were

paid out of the treasury of the Lodge, and so long as the Chapter

held its existence under the warrant of the Lodge, the Treasurer

of the Lodge managed the finances of both bodies, designating

the separate accounts as of the "Blue Lodge" and of the "Red
Lodge."

The chapter continued to meet and work under the charter of

the Lodge until February, 1826, when they received a warrant

from the Grand H. R. A. Chapter of Pennsylvania.

In April, 1809, the tenants occupying the Lodge rooms va-

cated them. At an extra meeting held May 30th, it was re-

solved "that the next stated meeting of this Lodge be held

in the Lodge Room over the Market House." Accordingly

the Lodge was removed to its own hall, and the stated meet-

ing of June 14, 1809, was held therein. The wanderings of the
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Lodge were over. In its own appropriate home it has con-

tinued to meet for the past seventy-six years.

Owing to the difficulties and inconveniences in traveling in

those times (there being no railroads), it was almost impossible

for members living at a distance from Philadelphia to attend the

meetings of the Grand Lodge. It was therefore the custom to

select some brother Mason residing in Philadelphia to act as

proxy and representative. Bro. Thomas Hennessy was the

proxy and representative of Lodge No. 45 at this time.

The officers -of the Lodge were all reelected at the June meet-

ing.

On St. John's day, June 24th, the brethren indulged in a

public procession, in which they were joined by a number of

brethren from the other Lodges of the county.

The following extract from the minutes of the May meeting

explains who were the participants and how they were clothed :

On Motion and Seconded, agreed, that the W. M. be re-

quested to write letters of invitation to the Worshipful Masters

of Lodge No. 46 at Ephrata, and Lodge No. 104 at Leacock
township, and send them a number of blank requests (for them
to give to such as they think proper) to attend at a procession

of Lodge No. 43, on St. John's day next, (the 24th of June)
and to mention in particular, that every visitor must bring his

printed Notice with him or he can not be admitted. Also, that

every visiting B'' must furnish himself with an apron, white

gloves, and Blue Sash, agreeable to his grade.

At this same meeting it was agreed that the Tyler be in-

structed to inform the absent brethren that they are to furnish

themselves with aprons, white gloves, and blue sash at their own

expense.

The clothing used at this time in funeral processions of de-

ceased members was black dress suit, white sash, crape on the

arm, white gloves, and a sprig of evergreen. Each brother was

required to provide his own outfit. On Saturday, August 5th,

the brethren, clothed as above, attended the funeral of their

deceased Brother, Col. Wilder Bevans.

The election in December resulted as follows: Bro. Jeremiah

Mosher, W. M. ; Bro. Wm. Hamilton, S. W. ; and Bro. Wm.
Pitt Atlee, J. W.
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The year 1809 had been a prosperous one for the Lodge.

Eleven members were initiated, five admitted, two withdrew,

one died, and one was expelled.

A number of special meetings were found necessary during the

year, in order to accomplish the unusual amount of work. The

Brethren did not fail to enjoy the fruits of prosperity, for we

find on several occasions during the year they indulged in Lodge

suppers. We present two accounts of these occasions {zierbatwi

et literatitri) :

Lodge No. 43.

1809. To Robert Wilson, Dr.

January 31st. To 28 Suppers @ 1% each ^14.00
" " lo Bottles wine 10.00

\

$24.00
The Gentlemen of the Lodge:

To Robt. Wilson,

To 4lb. of candles ;^o.i6.o

To 16 gils, wine and brandy at the time fixing the

Certins . . 0.15.0

To one Supper from 20 to 24 gentlemen. Col° Moser
in the chare 3-i5-°

April i2th, 1809. 5-6. o

The year 1810 was an uneventful one. Six new members were

added to the Lodge, five being by initiation and one by election.

The records show two to have been suspended. At the stated

meetings for June and December the officers of the Lodge were

reelected, and Bro. Henry Antes was appointed Secretary. At

this time the east or corner room was occupied by the Auditor-

General.

;
The minute-book containing the records of the Lodge from

1
June 181 1 to January 1 816, has been lost for many years. As long

[ ago as 1823 this book has been reported as missing, and repeated

1 efforts made since then have failed to disclose its whereabouts.

The initiations, admissions, elections, etc., for that period of

time, have been obtained from the records of the R. W. Grand

Lodge.

Ac the stated meeting on June 12, 181 1, the following Breth-

ren were elected for the ensuing term: Bro. Wm. Hamilton,
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W. M. ; Bro. Wm. Kirkpatrick, S. W. ; Bro. Jeremiah Mosher,

J. W. ; Bro. Egbert Taylor, Treasurer, and Bro. Henry Antes,

Secretary. At the December meeting Bro. Hamilton was re-

elected W. M. ; Bro. Jere. Mosher was elected S. W. ; Bro.

Sam'l Humes, J. W., and the Treasurer and Secretary were

reelected.

During the year 1811 seven members were initiated, two ad-

mitted, and one withdrew.

At the meeting of the Lodge held December 30, 181 1, John

Banister Gibson, LL. D., was admitted a member of the

Lodge. He was a Fellow Craft Mason, and was the same eve-

ning raised to the sublime degree of a Master Mason. He also

became a member of Chapter No. 43, R. A. M. John Banister

Gibson was the son of Lieut. Col. George Gibson, an officer of

the Revolutionary Army, who fell in St. Clair's expedition

against the Indians on the Miami, in 1791. He was born in

Sherman's Valley, Perry county. Pa., November 8, 1780. He
was a graduate of Dickinson College, studied law in the office of

the Hon. Thomas Duncan, and was admitted to the Cumberland

county bar in 1803. He practiced in Carlisle and Beaver, Pa.,

and in Hagerstown, Md. In 1810 and 1811 he was elected to

the Legislature. In July, 1813, he was appointed President

Judge of the Eleventh Judicial District of Pennsylvania, and

three years after was commissioned an Associate Judge of the

Supreme Court. In 1827, he was appointed Chief Justice, and

reappointed in 1838. In 1851 the Judiciary was made elective,

and he was elected an Associate Justice and served until attacked

by his last illness.

He withdrew from Lodge No, 43 on March 11, 1812. In

1814 he became affiliated with Lodge No. 61, of Wilkesbarre,

Pa., and was elected R. W. Grand Master of the R. W. Grand

Lodge of Pennsylvania in December, 1824, which office he filled

one year. He died in Philadelphia on May 3, 1853.

The election in June, 1812, resulted as follows: Bro. Wm.
Hamilton, W. M. ; Bro. Wm. Kirkpatick, S. W. ; Bro. Jere.

Mosher, J. W.,and the Treasurer and Secretary again reelected.

In December, Bro. Sam'l Humes was elected W. M. ; Bro. Na-

thaniel Lightner, S. W. ; Bro. Daniel Lefevre, J. W. ; Bro.
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Benjamin Ober, Treasurer, and Bro. Henry E. Heinitsh, Secre-

tary.

The year 1812 is noticeable as witnessing the greatest number

of additions to the membership of the Lodge, of any year since

its foundation. Sixteen were initiated, one admitted, two sus-

pended, and one expelled.

At the stated meeting in June, 1813, the following brethren

were elected officers for the ensuing term of six months : Na-

thaniel Lightner, W. M. ; Charles H. Cordes, S. W. ; Stacey

Sween, J. W. ; Benj. Ober, Treasurer, and H. E. Heinitsh,

Secretary, and at the December meeting Bro. Nathaniel Light-

ner was reelected W. M. ; Bro. Molton C. Rogers was elected

S. W. ; Bro. John Reynolds, J. W., and the Treasurer and Sec-

retary were reelected.

During this year nine members were initiated and one with-

drew.

The custom of holding elections for officers twice a year was

discontinued this year, and the Masonic term was made to ex-

tend from St. John the Evangelist's day of one year to that of

the next. We accordingly find the next election held in De-

cember, 1 81 4, which resulted in the selection of the following

brethren as the officers for the ensuing Masonic year : Molton

C. Rogers, W. M.
; John Reynolds, S. W. ; George H. Whit-

eker, J. W. ; Benj. Ober, Treasurer, and Isaac Lightner, Secre-

tary.

During the year 181 4 nine members were initiated and one

withdrew.

5



CHAPTER IV.

1815-1825.

THE opening year of this chapter being included in those

of which the records have been lost, we have little of interest

to present. The election for officers took place at the stated

meeting in December and resulted as follows: Bro. John Rey-

nolds, W. M. ; Bro. Geo. H. Whitaker, S. W. ; Bro. Thos.

Jeffries, J. W. ; Bro. Benj. Ober, Treasurer, and Bro. H. E.

Heinitsh, Secretary.

During this year ten members were initiated, six withdrew,

and one died.

At the stated meeting of March 13, 1816, the Lodge was hon-

ored with the presence of several prominent visiting Brethren,

one of them an officer of the R. W. Grand Lodge of Pennsylva-

nia, another was a Past Master from Lebanon. At the invitation

of the W. M., Bro. John Reynolds, the brother from Lebanon,

worked the E. A. Degree upon candidate Samuel Greer.

The Lebanon brother must have been overzealous in the dis-

charge of his duties, and probably the officers of the Lodge vied

with each other as to who could best work in the presence of

these strangers. For the return of the Philadelphia Brethren to

their homes was followed by a "Bull" from the R. W. Grand

Master, which stated he had been informed that certain forms

and ceremonies hnd been introduced in carrying on the labors

of the Lodge, different from those recognized by the R. W.

Grand Lodge. If such were the case, he enjoined, required and

directed, that they conform most strictly to all the true and an-

cient landmarks and forms and ceremonies as approved by the

R. W. Grand Lodge, without any deviations therefrom or addi-

tions thereto, etc., etc.

This letter of rebuke was not received by the officers and mem-

bers of the Lodge with any marked degree of humility. In fact

(66)



HISTORY OF LODGE NO. 43, F. & A. M. 67

it was to them a revelation ; for, up to this time, they believed

themselves to be in the true faith, and they could not believe

themselves to be censurable. A committee, composed of Bros.

Hamilton, Lightner, Mosher, Rogers and Shippen, was ap-

pointed to draft an answer to R. W. Grand Master Kerr's letter.

This was a formidable committee, which, for social standing,

force of character and braiiis, could scarcely be surpassed in any

Lodge in the jurisdiction; but their cause was not of such a

character as to be influenced by any degree of ability or intelli-

gence. This correspondence could end with but one result, and

that not in favor of the subordinate body. The fact developed

was, that throughout the jurisdiction there existed a lack of uni-

formity in methods; and this may be justly styled the first seed

of dissatisfaction sown between the Grand Lodge and the Sub-

ordinate Lodges throughout the State, which in a few years

brought forth an abundant fruit of a bitter variety, and which

we will chronicle in its appropriate place.

On September 28th, 18 16, the officers and members of Lodge

No 43, by special invitation of the brethren in Marietta, repre-

sented the R. W. Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania, and conducted

the ceremonies of dedication of the new Masonic Hall in Marietta.

The Lodge meeting in that place, at this time, was Amicitia

Lodge, No. 116, which had removed there from Elizabethtown.

During this year the Lodge seems to have been somewhat

cramped for room, hence we find at the meeting in September a

committee was appointed to wait on the Commissioners or Bur-

gesses, and ascertain whether the room adjoining the Lodge room

(the east room, then in use by the corporation) could be obtained

for the use of the Lodge. This committee seem to have been

unsuccessful, for at the meeting in November a resolution was

unanimously adopted, appointing a committee to ascertain the

correct amount of expenditures in erecting the Lodge room, and

to meet the Burgesses of the borough, and treat with them for the

sale of our rights and privileges in the same. This committee

were also unsuccessful, the hall never passed out of the possession

of the Lodge, and it was a number of years afterwards before the

Lodge obtained exclusive control of the east room.

At the stated meeting of December nth, Bro. James Buchanan

s
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was approved, and received the first degree in Free Masonry.

At this meeting the following brethren were duly elected officers

for the ensuing year: George H. Whitaker, W. M. ; Thomas

Jeffries, S. W.
;
Jacob Brenner, J. W. ; Benjamin Ober, Treas-

urer, Frederick Hubley, Secretary. During the year seven

Brethren were initiated, six withdrew, one died, and one was

expelled.

The year 1817 was an uneventful one for the Lodge. Five

members were initiated, two admitted, five withdrew, and one

was suspended. The officers of the Lodge were reelected for

the ensuing year.

At the stated meeting in January, 181 8, a petition was pre-

sented from a number of brethren, praying the Lodge to recom-

mend to the favorable consideration of the Grand Lodge, their

application to that body for a warrant to hold a Lodge at Chest-

nut Level, in Lancaster county. The Lodge recommended the

same, and the Grand Lodge issued the charter in the name of

Washington Lodge, No. 156. A number of the members of No.

43 withdrew for the purpose of forming this new Lodge. Wash-

ington Lodge is now held at Drumore Centre.

On St. John's day, June 24th, the Lodge had a public pro-

cession.

The first step in the movement which brought much trouble

upon the Lodge and ended in the loss of its charter, was taken

at the stated meeting in November, when the following resolu-

tion was adopted, "that a Committee be appointed to meet any

Committee which may be appointed by any of the Lodges of

this Commonwealth and draw up a petition to be presented to

the Grand Lodge for to introduce a regular mode of working,

&c., throughout the State, and that they make report, &c."

This committee failed to perform the duty assigned them, and

it was not until the following summer that the movement as-

sumed any definite shape and importance.

The election for officers at the stated meeting in December

resulted in the selection of the following brethren to serve for

the ensuing year: Thomas Jeffries, W. M. ;
Henry Keffer,

S. AV. ; George B. Porter, J. W. ; Benj. Ober, Treasurer, and

Thomas Yarrell, Secretary. On St. John's day, December 27th,
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the Brethren, in pursuance of the old custom, dined together.

During the year five members were initiated, one was admitted,

and nine withdrew.

The year 1819 found the Lodge ably officered, its meetings

well attended, and marked interest manifested in its proceedings.

Among its members were some of the foremost citizens of the

time.

The Secretary, Bro. Thomas Yarrell, having removed from

Lancaster, Bro. George Beckel was at the June meeting elected

to that office for the unexpired term. In the early part of this

year some repairs were made in the Lodge room, and the furni-

ture, jewels, etc., were put in order.

This year is distinguished as witnessing the opening of differ-

ences between the Lodge and the Grand Lodge, which ended in

the vacating of the Charter of the Lodge. Ever since March,

1816, dissatisfaction had existed in the minds of the Brethren

with the management of the Grand Lodge, and with their failure

to receive from that body benefits to which they believed them-

selves justly entitled.

One of the measures which was proposed to be adopted as a

means of accomplishing their wishes was the election to office in

the Grand Lodge of those in accord with their views, also the

adoption of measures for the better dissemination of knowledge.

Hence we find at the stated meeting of August 11, 1819, a com-
mittee, composed of Bros. P. M.'s N. Lightner, John Reynolds,

and Bro. S. W. Henry Keffer, was appointed to correspond with

the Lodges under the jurisdiction of the Grand Lodge of Penn-

sylvania, requesting them to appoint commitees to attend at the

election of officers of the Grand Lodge on the next St. John's

day.

At an extra meeting held September 21st, this committee pre-

sented as their report a circular letter, which being read was

unanimously approved, and the same committee was instructed

to have one hundred and eighty copies of this circular letter

printed, and when signed by the committee and Worshipful

Master and Secretary, to be immediately forwarded to the dif-

ferent Lodges in the State.

The following is a correct copy of the circular letter as pre-
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pared by the committee, which was printed and forwarded to

every Lodge in the State :

Exti'actfrom the Minutes of Lodge No. 4j.

At a special meeting held in the city of Lancaster, on Tues-

day evening, September 21, 5819,
The committee appointed at the meeting of August nth last,

to draft a circular to be sent to the different Lodges under the

jurisdiction of the Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania, reported the

following circular, viz. :

Lancaster, September 21, 18 19.

Worshipful Sir and Brother,
The difference in the mode of working, directed by the Grand

Lodge of Pennsylvania, and that adopted and practiced by the

Grand Lodges of the Eastern and Southern States, is a serious

and lamentable evil, productive of the worst consequences to the

craft in general; but still it is an evil not so immediately affect-

ing us, as the different modes of working practiced by the Lodges
under the jurisdiction of the Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania.

That there should be a uniform mode of working throughout
the United States, is a matter generally admitted, and certainly

cannot well be denied : and for the accomplishment of this ob-

ject and the better government of the craft in general, we are

decidedly in favor of the establishment of a general Grand Lodge,
composed of all the Grand and Past Grand officers of the differ-

ent Grand Lodges in the United States. To this body should

be delegated such of the sovereign and independent powers now
exercised by the different Grand Lodges, as would give it a com-
plete control of the institution, and which would enable them to

lay down general rules and principles, which the Subordinate

Grand Lodges should be bound to carry into effect. In this

manner the government of our Order would, in some degree,

resemble the plan of government under which we live, and which
is now in such happy and complete operation as to excite the

admiration and wonder of the world.

But the subject that most immediately interests us, and to

which we particularly wish to invite your attention, is the differ-

ent modes of working practiced in the Lodges under the juris-

diction of the Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania. This has not pro-

ceeded from a disposition to degrade the character of the craft,

as might be supposed, from seeing (as is frequently the case) men
at the head of Lodges, who are utterly incapable of understand-

ing the principles, nature, and objects of the institution ; and
others, who, if they did understand, are altogether unable to

explain them.—No, it has proceeded from a want of Masonic
instruction, and so glaring has been the neglect of the Grand
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Lodge on this subject, that but few of the Lodges that meet in

its hall work precisely in the same manner. But the country
Lodges, after paying for and receiving their charter, are suffered

to go on in their own way without instruction or examination,
and the only matter required of them is the regular payment of
their dues, and for which we have never received any equivalent.

As to the visitations which are made by the Grand Lodge to

the subordinate Lodges in the City and neighborhood of Phila-

delphia, we believe them productive of but little good, being
principally matter of Parade and Show.
A remedy for this evil has for many years past been within

the power of the Grand Lodge—we mean the appointment of

Lecture Masters, whose duty it should be to visit the Lodges
throughout the State once in every year; and we think two Lec-
ture Masters at a salary of 800 or 1000 dollars per annum would
have been sufficient to the completion of this object. This in-

deed we have been promised but have looked in vain for its

accomplishment. And here we cannot avoid observing, that

the expenditure of a very large sum of money in the erection of

a splendid Masonic Temple in the City of Philadelphia, while

this deplorable state of Masonic Ignorance pervades the subor-

dinate Lodges, was not the most judicious application of its

funds. Had the erection of this edifice been delayed for a few

years, and a few hundred dollars per annum expended in the

dissemination of Masonic knowledge, what a different spectacle

would the Masonic part ot the great State of Pennsylvania have

exhibited ! Then upon your entrance of a Lodge, instead of

being disgusted by attempt at explanations of the principles and
emblems of the Order, as incomprehensible as they are ridiculous,

the heart would be cheered and the understanding enlightened

by a judicious and apt illustration of the moral, religious and
scientific principles of the Order.—For Masonry is a scientific as

well as a moral and religious institution : And indeed there is

much reason to believe that where the scientific principles of the

order are not understood, the moral and religious are but little

attended to.

In order to effect one or both of these objects if possible, it is

proposed that as many of the Past Masters and Officers of the

different Lodges, as can make it convenient, attend the meeting

of the Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania, to be held on St. John's

day next, in the City of Philadelphia.

Upon the receipt of this Communication you are respectfully

requested to submit it to the Consideration of your Lodge, and
to inform us of their determination respecting it.

John Reynolds,
Nathaniel Lightner,
Henry Keffer.
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On motion, said report was adopted, and the circular ordered

to be printed, and a copy of the same to be forwarded to the

different Lodges under the jurisdiction of the Grand Lodge of

Pennsylvania.

Signed, Thomas Jeffries, W. M.
Attest.

Signed, .Geo. Beckel, Secretary.

Copies of this circular letter having been sent to every Lodge

in the State, replies were received from the following Lodges:

Nos. 51, 91, 130, and 139, Philadelphia; No. 61, Wilkesbarre;

No. 70, Tyoga Point; No. 83, Damascus, Wayne county; No.

106, Williamsport; No. 120, Tioga; No. 123, York; No. 124,

Erie; No. 141, Halifax, Dauphin county; No. 142, Sadsbury,

Chester county; No. 146, Meadville; No. 148, Northumberland;

No. 159, Danville, and No. 169, Columbia. All of these with

the exception of the Philadelphia Lodges approved the circular

and endorsed its contents.

Of the Philadelphia Lodges, No. 91 disapproved of the forma-

tion of a General Grand Lodge, but approved of the appoint-

ment of Lecture Masters at a more convenient time, when the

Grand Lodge was in funds. No. 139 acknowledged the exis-

tance of "differences and evils," but suggested that the remedy

lay with the Lodges themselves. Lodge No. 51, after reviewing

the contents of the circular letter, in their reply, proceed as fol-

lows :

Your Committee having taken the above premises into con-

sideration, are of opinion that the beauty and harmony of our

Masonic Institutions, would be much improved could an effi-

cient plan be projected and carried into execution, by which a

uniform mode of working could be introduced in all the Lodges

of our Fraternity. When however they consider, that much of

the operations of Masonry are to be carried into effect by oral,

and traditionary instruction, it cannot be expected that the same

precision in working will be attainable, as if the same instruc-

tion was presented in a written or printed form. It is certainly

most lamentable to see persons fill the Master's chair—to see

ignorant persons, elevated to the first honors of the Lodge, who
are utterly incapable of understanding or exi)laining the mys-

teries of our order. It is equally lamentable to view others

qualified by nature, and education, endowed with high mental

qualifications, who upon being elevated to the Chair, instead of
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becoming a great and shining light, and irradiating the paths of
Masonry, pay so little attention to the important duties incident

to their station, and carry on their work in so careless and im-

perfect a manner, that it is not to be wondered at that consider-

able discontent is excited.

If instead of accusing the Grand Lodge of want of proper
attention, the Subordinate Lodges would be more particular in

selecting their Officers, and those Officers attend to their duties

faithfully, and diligently, your committee are of opinion, that

the Craft instead of falling into disrepute, would exhibit a very

different spectacle than that held up by Lodge No. 43 ; and
here we cannot help remarking, and reprobating the language
made use of by that Lodge in speaking of the Grand Lodge of

Pennsylvania, language in our opinion, reproachful, illiberal, and
unjust, and which only can be excused by the zeal which no doubt
actuated our Brethren on this occasion for the benefit of our

Order; it would however have much better comported with the

respect due the Grand Lodge to have tempered their zeal with

becoming respect.

We concur with Lodge 43 in opinion that much benefit might
be derived by well appointed Lecture Masters, and hope the

Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania will take into their serious con-

sideration the propriety of adopting such a measure.

With regard to the formation of a General Grand Lodge as

recommended in the propositions before us, we are of opinion,

that it is entirely beyond the power of the subordinate Lodges to

originate, and carry into effect an innovation so great, and which

if practicable, in the minds of your Committee would be of very

dubious utility.

While the grand Land marks of our order are strongly and

distinctly defined, although some dissimilarity in working may
creep in, yet we do not view this evil with as much apprehen-

sion, as the creation of a new superior and controlling power,

such as alluded to in the letter referred to us. Under these im-

pressions your Commmittee submit the following resolution.

Resolved, That Lodge No. 51 does not think it expedient to

direct its Past Masters and Officers to comply with the request

contained in the Communication of Lodge No. 43, at the meet-

ing to be held on St. John's day next.

Resolved, That the Secretary be requested to forward to Lodge
No. 43 a copy of the foregoing report & resolutions.

Signed, William Bovd '\

Michael Drury \ Committee.

John Breban J
Philadelphia November 19'*" 18 19.
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This communication from Lodge No. 51 having been received

by the Worshipful Master of Lodge No. 43, it was presented

and read at the stated meeting of December 8th, whereupon on

motion it was agreed that Bros. E. Wright, James Buchanan,

and Wm. C. Frazer be appointed a committee to draft an an-

swer to the same, reporting the same at a special meeting on

December 1 7th.

Accordingly at said meeting the committee presented the fol-

lowing report, which being read in open Lodge, the report and

resolutions were unanimously adopted and forwarded to Lodge

No. 51.

The committee to whom were referred the letter of Lodge
No. 51, at last stated meeting, report as follows, viz.:

That we have seriously considered the communication from
Lodge No. 51, and do regret the members of that Lodge have
refused to cooperate with this Lodge in reforming those abuses,

which at present exist in our Masonic jurisdiction, although they

acknowledge that reformation has become necessary for the

preservation of the beauties of Masonary.
Had our Brethren of No. 51, proposed any alteration or

amendment in the plan of reformation adopted by this Lodge,
in their circular letter, or had they proposed a plan entirely dif-

ferent, the object of which would have been the same, your
committee would have paid great deference and respect to their

opinion, and we are confident that our Brethren of this Lodge
would have acquiesced in any plan suggested by those more
enlightened in Masonry, .which world tend to promote the wel-

fare of the Craft.

But, notwithstanding, we are deprived of the assistance of our
Brethren of No. 51, your committee earnestly and sincerely

hope that neither this Lodge, nor those Lodges which have ex-

pressed their approbation of our undertaking, will tire or faint

by the way, but will persevere in the work of reformation, until

they have removed those heaps of Rubbish, which during the

dark ages of the world were piled upon the Temple of Masonry.
And, while your committee deem it all-important to adhere

to Ancient Land Mai-ks, we cannot think it consistant with the

present improved state of society to adhere to a. jargon, which
has neither sense nor meaning, and which originated in ignor-

ance and has been nourished by superstition.

Notwithstanding therefore the disapprobation of a Lodge so

conspicuous in the annals of Masonry as No. 51, your committee
are of opinion that the plan adopted by this Lodge ought to be
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pursued until that uniformity is acquired which is the greatest

ornament of our Institution.

Your committee deem it unnecessary and inexpedient at this

time to attempt to obviate those objections which have been

suggested by our Brethren of No. 51. A time and place will

offer for that purpose, and we have no doubt but the zeal and
abilities of your Representatives in the Grand Lodge will enable

them to remove every difficulty which has been or may be sug-

gested.

Happy would your committee be if we could dismiss the sub-

ject refered to us, with the observation already made, but an

imperious duty which we owe to this Lodge and to the members
of the committee who penned the Circular letter of the 21st of

September last, imposes upon us the disagreeable task of com-
menting still further upon the subject referred to us. And while

it shall be our endeavor to use such language as cannot offend

the delicate ear, we cannot but express our surprise that the

language contained in the letter now under consideration, does

not partake of that candor which ought to characterize members
of the same Fraternity.

In the communication from No. 51, when speaking of our

Circular Letter of the 21st of September last, they say "And
here we cannot help remarking and reprobating the language

made use of by that Lodge ( 43 ) in speaking of the Grand
Lodge of Penn^. Language, in our opinion, reproachful, illiberal

and unjust."

Your committee have examined and reexamined the circular

letter alluded to in the foregoing extract, and we have not been

able to discover in it, language either reproachful, illiberal, or

unjust ; unless, indeed, to speak the truth in plam unvarnished

style be considered reproacJiful, illiberal, and unjust.

The complaints contained in that circular are but too true.

Is it not the duty of the Grand Lodge to send visitors and

instructors to all the subordinate Lodges in the State to instruct

them in the mysteries of the craft ? Have they performed this

duty? The situation of many of the Country Lodges will give

an unequivocal answer to this question. For what purpose do

the subordinate Lodges pay their respective dues to the Grand

Lodge unless it be to receive Masonic instruction? And to

what purpose have those dues been appropriated ? Not in com-

municating instruction to the subordinate Lodges in the remote

parts of the State, but in erecting a splendid edifice for the

accommodation of the Lodges in Philadelphia.

These are some of the grievances of which this Lodge has

complained, and your committee are of the opinion that these

complaints are founded in truth and expressed in language not
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reproachful, illiberal and unjust, but firm and manly, becoming
men who act upon the square.

But if the Circular letter before alluded to, had not been ex-

pressed in language to suit the delicate ear of refinement, your

committee are at a loss to know by what authority Lodge No.

51 undertakes to reprove and reprobate.

We humbly conceive that among subordinate Lodges, all are

on a level and no one possesses the power to reprove, censure or

dictate to another. Actuated by principles of equality we cannot
tamely submit to reproof from an equal, and we are of the opin-

ion that it would have been more agreeable to the principles of

Masonry, if our Brethern of No. 51 had examined into the truth

of our complaints, before they exercise a prerogative which be-

longs exclusively to a superior tribunal. Whether the zeal mani-
fested by the members of No. 51 to support the Parental au-

thority of the Grand Lodge arises from filial affection, or from
other considerations, we will not pretend to say, but certain it

is, that it would have comported much better with the tenets of

Masonry, if they had tempered their zeal with less animosity,

and more of the principles of our order.

Your Committee willingly concede that it is becoming Masons
to submit with meekness and humility to reproof and censure

when it is deserved and comes from a proper source ; but when
it is undeserved or comes from those who have not the power of

controlling, it would war with the very feelings of our nature to

submit.

In this case submission would be an acknowledgment of guilt.

Submission to reproof from a Sister Lodge would admit their

superiority and derogate from the dignity of the Grand Lodge,
to which alone we are accountable. Your committee therefore

deem it improper and unbecoming this Lodge tamely to submit
to the reproof and reprobation so freely lavished upon us by our

Brethren of Lodge No. 51.

And while we disapprove the conduct of their Lodge, we can-

not but hope that the good sense which characterizes the mem-
bers of it will induce them upon more mature reflection to retrace

their steps, withdraw their reproof, and treat those as equals who
are in no particular their inferiors.

Your Committee would therefore offer the following Resolu-

tions:

Resolved, That, in the opinion of this Lodge, the Grand
Lodge of this State alone possesses the power of reproving and
censuring the conduct of the Subordinate Lodges within its Jur-

isdiction, and that this power cannot be exercised by any other

Lodge without a direct and palpable usurpation of the power of

the Grand Lodge.
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Resolved, That this Lodge view with regret and surprise an
attempt made by Lodge No. 51 to exercise this prerogative
which belongs exclusively to the Grand Lodge.

Resolved, That it is unbecoming this Lodge to submit quietly
to the reproof of a Lodge in nothing our superior, and that it

would detract from the dignity of the Grand Lodge of Penn" to

admit such a power in a subordinate Lodge.
Resolved, That the Worshipful Master and Brethren of No.

51 be earnestly requested to withdraw the reproof and censure
contained in their communication of the ist inst. that mutual
affection and brotherly love may be restored.

Resolved, That the Secretary of this Lodge be directed to

transmit a copy of the foregoing Report and Resolutions there-

to anexed, to the W. M. and Brethren of Lodge No. 51
Phllad^

During the year 1819, seven members were initiated, two ad-

mitted, four withdrew and one died.

The election for officers at the December meeting resulted

as follows: George B. Porter, W. M.; Henry Keffer, S. W.;

Joseph Ogilby, J. W.; Benj. Ober, Treasurer, and Geo. Bickel,

Secretary.

The committee appointed by the Lodge to attend the Comuni-

cation of the Grand Lodge on St. John's day (December 27,

1819), for the purpose of advocating the subjects presented in

the circular letter, issued by the Lodge on September 21st, hav-

ing attended to that duty presented the following report to the

Lodge at its meeting held February 9. 1820.

To the Worshipful Master and Brethre7i of Lodge No. 4J, Lancaster :

The undersigned Committee appointed to attend the Grand
Lodge of Penn''. on St. John's day last past, beg leave to report.

That in pursuance of their appointment they visited Phila-

delphia and attended the Grand Lodge of Penn" on St. John's
day last. That they were much pleased to find the propositions

heretofore submitted by a committee of this Lodge to the several

Lodges under the jurisdiction of the Grand Lodge, approved of

by many of the members present and considered by all as well

worthy of serious consideration. That your committee sub-

mitted to the Grand Lodge the following proposition, viz.:

Whereas it is the opinion of this Grand Lodge that the es-

tablishment of a General Grand Lodge to be composed of the

Grand and Past Grand Officers of the different Grand Lodges in

the United States, would essentially promote the interests of

Masonry and conduce to a uniformity in the mode of carrying on
the labors of the Craft.
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Therefore, Resolved, That a committee be appointed to open
and carry on a correspondence with the different Grand Lodges
in the United States relative to the establishment of a General
Grand Lodge.

Resolved, That the Right Worshipful Grand Master be, and
he is hereby authorized and required to appoint Lecture
Masters whose duty it shall be to visit and lecture in the subor-

dinate Lodges under this jurisdiction.

Resolved, That all questions, as well as the election of

officers of the Grand Lodge, be determined by a majority of
votes, each Lodge having a vote.

That the said propositions were politely received and accord-
ing to the rules of the Grand Lodge, laid on the table until the

next meeting thereof.

That resolutions were then adopted authorizing the Right
Worshipful Grand Master to appoint a Committee of seven per-

sons, to open a correspondence with the several Lodges on the

subject, and to make report at the Grand Quarterly Communi-
cation to be held in September next.

That when the said report shall have been made, it be for-

warded to the several Lodges under the jurisdiction, and that

the 28th December next be assigned for the hearing of the same,

together with the propositions submitted by your committee.
Your committee cannot conclude this Report without remark-

ing, that they were treated with every possible attention by the

Grand Lodge, and that the utmost harmony prevailed among all

present.

Signed, John Reynolds "i

G. B. Porter ^
T^ iir > Committee.
E. Wright (

Sam"" Humes Jr. J

The report being read was unanimously approved, a vote of

thanks was tendered the committee for the faithful manner in

which they performed their duties, and their expenses were

ordered paid by the Lodge.

The committee appointed by Lidustry Lodge No. 131, to

answer the circular letter of Lodge No. 43, did not report until

the meeting of January 13th, 1820, hence did not reach Lodge

No. 43 until its stated meeting in February. The following is

the report of said committee.

The committee accord in opinion with the Brethren of Lodge
No. 43, that a uniform system should be adopted in the manner
of working throughout the United States. That every exertion
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should be made by the Grand Lodge to effect so desirable an

object; which they feel confident will be done, provided proper

means are adopted to call their attention to the subject.

With regard to the difference existing between the Lodges
under the jurisdiction of the Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania

there cannot be a doubt but that it is a "serious and lamentable

evil" which has long required the interposition of the Grand
Lodge to correct ; though the committee are of opinion that

many of the objections stated under this head can in a great

measure, be alleviated by a more strict attention on the part of

the members of subordinate Lodges to their respective duties,

and a more earnest desire in the officers of the Lodges, to obtain

Masonick Light.

On the subject of the formation of a General Grand Lodge
or another power superior to that under which our labors are at

present conducted, the committee observe that they have no idea

that such an arrangement would be attended with the advantages

that appear to be contemplated by the Brethren of Lodge No.

43, but are of opinion that if such a body should be organized

for the superintendence or guidance of Masons throughout the

United States, as its power must be derived from the Grand
Lodges, when the subject is under discussion belore them will be

the proper lime for the subordinate Lodges to instruct their

representatives as to the course it is their wish should be pursued.

The Committee approve of the call for the Past and present

Officers to attend the meeting of the Grand Lodge on St. John's

day next, whatever regulations may then be deemed necessary

to preserve harmony, disseminate Masonick Knowledge and

promote the Interest of the Subordinate Lodges will without

doubt be adopted.

It is with much regret the Committee are compelled to express

their decided disapprobation of the indecorous and highly offen-

sive manner in which the brethern of Lodge No. 43 have thought

proper to express themselves relative to the Grand Lodge of

Pennsylvania, with regard to their visitations and the appro-

priations made by them for the erection of the Masonick Hall.

It may be necessary here to remark, that at the time the erection

of the building was under discussion, and when the vote was

taken appropriating the necessary funds to carry into effect the

object of the Grand Lodge, every Subordinate Lodge under

their jurisdiction had it in their power to be fully represented in

their meetings ; if the neglect of their duties has been productive

of consequences now to be regretted, the fault rests entirely with

themselves. The Committee are, however, fully of opinion that

the Grand Lodge have in this instance been governed solely by

a desire to advance the Interests and promote the respectability

of the Craft,
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The appointment of Lecture Masters, the salaries &c. the

Committee are of opinion is a subject altogether under the

direction of the Grand Lodge, in which body some steps have

already been taken with that view ; if the subject should appear

to the Subordinate Lodges to have been neglected by the Grand
Lodge, the representatives of the Lodges who feel the want of

the aid required have it at all times in their power to call the

attention of the Grand Lodge to the subject.

It is stated by our Lancaster Brethern that they "think that

two Lecture Masters at a salary of eight or Ten hundred dollars

per annum would have been sufficient to the completion of this

object," admitting for a moment the right of our Lancaster

Brethern to think for the Grand Lodge, they have evidently

omitted to take into consideration the travelling expenses of the

Lecturers which alone would amount to the sum appropriated

:

it would therefore in the opinion of the Committee be exceed-

ingly difficult to obtain Lecturers who would be willing to give

their services gratuitously.

Respectfully submitted by
(Signed) Sam^ H Wetherill

| Committee.
J. W. Murray.

j

Which report being read and heard on motion and seconded

Resolved that the said Report be adopted. Resolved, That the

W. Master communicate to Lodge No. 43 at Lancaster the above

Report.

Extract from the minutes of said Lodge.
Nathaniel R. Potts,

Secty of Industry Lodge No. 131.

This communication from Lodge No. 131 was presented and

read at the stated meeting of Lodge No. 43, held on the evening

of February 9th, when on motion the W. M. appointed Bros,

E. Wright, Jasper Slaymaker and Jos. Ogilby a committee to

draft an answer to said communication and report to the Lodge

the following Tuesday evening. Accordingly at the extra meet-

ing held February 15th, this committee presented the following

report, which was unanimously adopted, and the Secretary was

directed to transmit a copy of the same to Industry Lodge No.

131, Philadelphia.

At a special Communication of Lodge No. 43, under the Jur-

isdiction of the Grand Lodge of Penn'', held at the City of Lan-

caster on the 15th Feb. A. L. 5820, the Committee appointed

on the 9th inst. and to whom was referred a communication

from Industry Lodge No. 131, dated Philad^' Jany 13"' A. L.

5820, Report as follows:
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1

The object of the Circular letter of the 21st of September,
from this to our Sister lodges, was to effect a reformation in the

Masonic institution in Pennsylvania. The subordmate Lodges
throughout the State, were requested to send representations to

the Grand Lodge at their Communication on last St. John's
day. In consequence of which request, a general representation

took place. The plan submitted by this Lodge was received by
the Grand Lodge m a manner which has almost insured success.

The representatives of this Lodge, agreeable to their instructions,

submitted to the Grand Lodge the plan which to them appeared
the most likely to effect a uniform system throughout this State

and the LTnited States. The Grand Lodge took the same in

consideration and adopted several Resolutions upon the subject.

Your Committee are, therefore, of opinion, that that which
originated in this Lodge, has now become the business of the

Grand Lodge, and is actually progressing before that tribunal.

It is not, therefore, in the power of this Lodge, in any manner
to interfere with it: and that the Communication now submitted
to us from our brethren of No. 131, is immature and can have

no effect upon the subject to which it refers. And hence the

committee cannot but express their surprise that Lodge No. 131,

should have deferred, to this late period, their answer to ihe

Circular letter of this Lodge, which must have been received by
them in September last.

Notwithstanding the communication now under consideration,

is immature, and cannot effect the subject which is now before

the Grand Lodge, yet the Committee are much gratified to find

the brethren of No. 131 convinced of the important necessity of

a uniform system of Masonry, to be established throughout the

United States: and that they fully accord in Opinion with the

brethern of this Lodge on this subject.

Nor are we surprized that a difference of opinion should exist,

among Masons, as to the proper means to effect so desirable an

object. This was anticipated.

A difference of opinion demonstrates its importance, and
shews that it is worthy of the most serious and solemn delibera-

tion ; such deliberation as it will undoubtedly receive in that

August tribunal to which it is referred.

The bre'^^hren of No. 131 in their communication now sub-

mitted to us, have accused this Lodge with having expressed

themselves in a manner "Indecorous and highly offensive" to

the Grand Lodge, rei>pecting their visitations, and the appro-

priation made by that body for erecting the Masonic Hall.

Your Committee are surprised that such heavy charges should

be made by a subordinate Lodge, which neither possesses the

authority to investigate, or the power to punish ; and this sur-

6
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prise is increased when we reflect that the Grand Lodge has held

two communications since the publication of the Circular letter

of this Lodge, at one of which, the subject of that circular let-

ter was brought before the Grand Lodge and fully discussed.

At that time no charge was made against, or censure cast upon
this Lodge for that act. And if the Committee mistake not, the

very Lodge which now complains of the indecorous and highly

offensive conduct of this lodge, was then fully represented; and
that those representatives not only acquiesced in what this lodge

had done, but were amongst the foremost in applauding our zeal

in the cause of Masonry.
If our brethren of No. 131 had thought that the conduct of

this Lodge had been indecorous and highly offensive, why did

they not complain to the Grand Lodge, and institute an enquiry

wherein the conduct of this Lodge might have been vindicated

and the disapprobation and censure of a sister Lodge, which
now lies heavy upon us might have been removed? But as our

brethren of No. 131 did not there complain, but have thus im-

maturely expressed their disapprobation of the conduct of this

Lodge, we think it our duty to vindicate our actions, although

we protest against the power of a subordinate Lodge, in nothing

our superiors, to pass a vote of censure upon our conduct.

The committee cannot perceive that the course pursued by
this Lodge has been either " Indecorous or offensive^ To judge

of our conduct it will be necessary briefly to consider the situa-

tion of Masonry, as established in our country. It is a fact,

which must be familiar to our enlightened brethren of the

metropolis, that in all ages and among all nations the internal

regulations of different associations of individuals, have always

participated of the nature of the government under which they

have been established.

The Church, which has existed under all the various forms of

Government, which political ingenuity could invent during the

last eighteen centuries, furnishes an incontrovertible proof of

the position ; though religion is the same at all times and among
people. Yet no one will pretend to say, that the rigid rules of

ecclesiastical government, which prevailed in the third and fourth

century, or which now prevail in some parts of despotic Europe,

would suit the genius of our happy Republic.

As our government is republican, our religious and Masonic
institutions must partake of the same nature, or they cannot

exist. If then, Masonic government be not a complete despot-

ism, we cannot see the impropriety, much less the indecorum, of

commenting upon the proceedings of the Grand Lodge; and
when sad experience has shown that immense appropriations

have been, in our opinion, injudiciously made, we have not



HISTORY OF LODGE NO. 43, F. & A. M. 83

arrived at that state of unconditional submission, that we can
silently pass over it, and by our acquiescence sanction that

which reason says is unjustifiable.

Your committee are far from imputing improper motives to

those members of the Grand Lodge, who voted for the building
of a Masonic Hall in the City of Philad", but experience has
fully proved that the appropriation was injudicious and that it is

now the subject of regret to a large majority of the Craft in

Pennsylvania,

Such a superb and magnificent building was certainly un-
necessary for the Grand Lodge, which holds but four Com-
munications in a year. And it might reasonably be expected
that the subordinate Lodge or Lodges, in whatever place the
Grand Lodge might think proper to hold their Communications,
would furnish a suitable appartment for their reception. As to

the visitations of the Grand Lodge, they have been such as was
represented by this Lodge: and whatever advantages might have
been received by other Lodges, No. 43 has received no benefit

from them.
It is true, once within the last ten years, a visitation to this

Lodge has been made ; but no solid advantages were ever per-

ceived to result from it.

Has then, the conduct of the Lodge been '^Indecorous and
Offensive'''' towards the Grand Lodge in disapprobating the in-

judicious application of those funds, which are annually drawn
from the subordinate Lodges; or in reminding the Grand
Lodge of the obligation they are under to the Lodges under
their Jurisdiction, and to communicate to them Masonic instruc-

tions? If we cannot remedy the past, we hope to prevent the

recurrence of transactions injurious to the Craft.

The committee further remark that had the conduct of this

Lodge been as offensive to the Grand Lodge, as our brethren of

No. 131 imagine, they certainly would not have approbated our
conduct in the manner they have done. The committee cannot
discover that the members of this Lodge have ever attempted to

'' dictate to or think for'' ^ the Grand Lodge; but to think for

themselves, we hope and trust that not only this, but every other

subordinate Lodge, has a right to do. It is also a right of which
they are not yet, and we hope never will be divested.

It does not appear that this Lodge has attempted to fix un-

alterably the compensation of those who might be employed in

communicating Masonic instruction : they have intimated an
opinion, what would be an adequate reward for the services of

Lecturers:—and as to the travelling expenses, which appear to be
an insurmountable objection to our brethren of No. 131, we are

sure that the country Lodges, seeing the deplorable state of ignor-
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ance in which they are now placed, and their eager desire to

obtain light, would without hesitation defray those expenses out

of their funds.

The committee cannot close their report without expressing

their disapprobation of the course persued by our brethern of

No. 131, in criminating the conduct of this Lodge towards the

Grand Lodge. If we have transgressed against that body, to

them alone are we accountable.

It would counteract the principles of religion and our order,

to look with veneration bordering on Idolatry, upon those who
are only our equals.

To the Grand Lodge, under whose Jurisdiction we are placed,

we owe duty and allegiance.

When that August Tribunal shall say we have broken our

allegiance, then, and not till then, will concessions be made.
Signed, E. Wright

Jos. Ogilby
Jasper Slaymaker.

The charitable and liberal spirit of the members of the Lodge

at this time is shown by the following act : The city of Savannah,

Georgia, having been visited by a very destructive conflagration,

which was attended with much suffering and distress, compelling

the citizens to appeal for aid, at the meeting of February 9th, a

committee was appointed " to examine the state of the funds of

the Lodge and report if they believe it expedient to appropriate

a certain sum for the relief of the sufferers by the late fire at Savan-

nah;" at the special meeting of February 15th, this committee

reported the available funds in the hands of the Treasurer to be

one hundred and thirty-two tVo dollars, and submitted the fol-

lowing resolution, which was unanimously adopted :

Resolved, That the W. M. be hereby directed to draw on the

Treasury for the sum of Fifty Dollars for the relief of the sufferers

by the late fire at Savannah, and to take such steps as he may
think proper for forwarding the same.

This generosity is more noticeable because of the fact that at

this time the country was suffering a period of financial depres-

sion, the members of the Lodge found it necessary to reduce the

monthly dues from fifty to twenty-five cents, and even found

difficulty in collecting that sum.

The election for officers for the ensuing Masonic year, held at

the December meeting, resulted as follows : Bro. George B. Por-
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ter, W. M.; Bro. Joseph Ogilby, S. W.; Bro. James Buchanan, J.

W.; Bro. Benjamin Ober, Treasurer; and Bro. George Beckel,

Secretary.

During the year 1820, six members were initiated, two ad-

mitted, five withdrew, one died, and four were suspended or

expelled.

The earnest endeavor to remedy existing evils in the Lodges

of this jurisdiction, which had originated with Lodge No. 43,

and had been made with the assistance of other Lodges through-

out the State, was not barren of results, for in the early part of

the year 1821, the Grand Lodge appointed experienced Brethren

to visit the different Lodges throughout the State, for the pur-

pose of inspecting the work of those Lodges and to lecture and

instruct the Brethren in the same. Accordingly at the stated

meeting of April i8th, a communication was received and read,

from the Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania, informing the Lodge

that Bro. Tristian B. Freeman, Worshipful Master of Lodge No.

51, of Philadelphia, had been appointed to visit the Lodges of

Lancaster and Dauphin counties, to examine, inspect and enquire

into the state of said Lodges, and their proceedings, and to make

report thereon.

Bro. Freeman was present at this same meeting and delivered

a lecture on the three degrees of E. A., F. C., and M. M.

At the December meeting the following members were duly

elected officers for the ensuing Masonic year: Henry Keffer,

W. M. ; Abner Thomas, S. W. : Emanuel Sheaffer, J. W.

;

Benj. Ober, Treasurer, and F. D. Hubley, Secretary.

The meetings of the Lodge during the year 182 1 were well

attended ; five members were initiated and one withdrew.

Previous to the year 1822 members were expelled for non-pay-

ment of dues. In June of this year the By-laws were amended,

substituting the word suspended for expelled. Of the eleven

members of the Lodge who had been expelled at different times,

one only was for unmasonic conduct, the other ten being for

non-payment of dues.

The financial condition of the Lodge being still one of de-

pression, the difficulty still continuing in the collection of dues,

it was determined to appeal to the Grand Lodge for a reduction
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of the Grand Lodge dues from one dollar, which then it was, to

fifty cents. This appeal was made but not granted.

At the June meeting, a communication from Perseverance

Lodge No. 21, at Harrisburg, was presented, requesting the

Lodge to join them in a recommendation to the Grand Lodge

for the relief of the widow of Bro. Past Master Robert McElwee,

a former member of this Lodge. The Lodge complied with the

request of No. 21, which applications were presented and read

at the next quarterly Communication of the Grand Lodge and

were referred to a committee of three for investigation, etc. At

an adjourned Communication held September i6th, the commit-

tee submitted the following report

:

The Committee appointed at the last Grand Quarterly Com-
munication, September 2, 1822, to take into consideration the

application made by Lodge No. 43, in conjunction with Lodge
No. 21, relative to the case of the widow and children of Brother

Robert McElwee, late of Lodge No. 21, deceased, and praying the

Grand Lodge to grant relief to the widow and children of

the said deceased Brother, Report,

That they have taken the said communication into their ser-

ious consideration, and from information and personal knowl-

edge, they are satisfied that the representations made by the two
respectable Lodges are substantially correct.

Under such circumstances, it is with feelings of great mortifi-

cation that your Committee do not feel themselves authorized

to make a favorable report on this application for charity.

It is well known that the income of the Grand Lodge is spe-

cifically pledged for the payment of the debt due for the erection

of the splendid and expensive building which we now occupy;
and it is but too well known that the revenue of the Grand
Lodge derived from all its sources, is barely sufficient to meet
the debt with which it is encumbered and for the liquidation of

which the Masonic faith is pledged.

It is true, a small charity fund has been established by the

benevolence of some worthy Brethern, members of this Grand
Lodge. As however this incipient charity fund has been al-

together a voluntary subscription from individual Masons, and
rot originating from any dues or fees paid to the Grand Lodge
from subordinate Lodges, your committee are of opinion that it

would be improper and indelicate in this Grand Lodge to appro-

priate any part of this small fund to objects of charity, unless at

the particular request of those who have been instrumental in

originating and establishing this well intended charity.
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Under these considerations your committee submit the follow-

ing resolution :

Resolved, That the Grand Lodge regrets that it is out of its

power at this time to grant relief as recommended by Lodges No.
43 and 21.

W« Boyd,
H. Benner,
D. H. Mason.

Philadelphia. September 14, 1822.

This report was adopted by the Grand Lodge and a copy for-

warded to the Lodges interested.

At the stated meeting of July loth, Bro. E. Wright offered

the following preamble and resolution, which were adopted :

Whereas, the present state of Masonry in this Common-
wealth, the want of Masonic instruction, the partial Representa-

tion of the Subordinate Lodges in the Grand Lodge, and the late

rejection by the Grand Lodge of the proposition to establish a

General Grand Lodge in the United States, are subjects which
require the most serious attention of the members of the Frater-

nity. To bring this subject fairly into discussion before this

Lodee,
Resolved, that a committee be appointed to draft resolutions

for the consideration of this Lodge, embracing the foregoing

subject.

Brothers Wright, Buchanan, Lightner, Reynolds and Porter

were appointed said committee.

This committee at the next stated meeting of the Lodge, held

August 14th, presented the following report, which was unani-

mously adopted, ordered printed and a copy sent to the Grand

Lodge and to every Lodge in the State. The report was as

follows

:

The Committee appointed at last stated meeting to make re-

port to this Lodge on the present state of Masonry in this Com-
monwealth ; the want of Masonic instruction ; the partial rep-

resentation of the subordinate Lodges in the Grand Lodge, and
the late rejection by the Grand Lodge of the proposition made
at a meeting of Masons, held in the City of Washington on the

9th of March, 1822, to establish a General Grand Lodge of the

United States,

Report,
That they approach the subject referred to them with that

sense of responsibility which its importance is calculated to pro-
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duce. Whilst they feel all the respect for the Grand Lodge
which the high character of its members is so well calculated to

inspire, they notwithstanding consider it their duty, with mod-
eration but with firmness, to state their grievances.—They prize

their Masonic rights too highly to suffer themselves to be deprived

of them without a struggle.—In the opinion of your Committee
these rights have been disregarded in several important particu-

lars, a few of which will now be enumerated.
1. The Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania is, in its most strict

sense, a representative body. In that capacity it has the gov-

ernment of all the Lodges in the State ; it should therefore shed
its benign influence alike over all. Every Lodge throughout the

Commonwealth, in proportion to the number of its members,
pays the same dues to the Grand Lodge ; every one should,

therefore, as nearly as circumstances will admit, participate

equally in the fostering care of that institution.

These principles we hold to be self-evident
;

yet a sense of

duty to ourselves, compels us to declare, that the Grand Lodge
have not been governed by them in their conduct towards the

Country Lodges. We receive little or no Masonic instruction

from that institution, to which our duty teaches us to look for

light. Our money enriches their treasury; we ask nothing in

return for it but Masonic knowledge. We often made this re-

quest, but always in vain. Our funds have been applied to

other objects, in wliich, comparatively speaking, we have no
interest.

2. Other evils which exist, and of which we have just cause

of complaint, arise both from the location and organization of

the Grand Lodge.
These subjects are so intimately blended that your Committee

will consider them in connection. Conducted in the best and
most equal manner, the place of the meeting of the Grand Lodge
would be extremely inconvenient to the Country Lodges. This

evil was not felt until the State became populous & subordinate

Lodges were scattered over its whole surface. Many of these

are now distant from two to four hundred miles from their repre-

sentative body. The existence of the same causes in the State,

which are now in full operation in the Masonic body, produced
a change in the seat of government. The same effect must
necessarily be produced in the masonic government, unless it

shall be conducted hereafter with such moderation and fairness

as to leave no just grounds for complaint. The organization of

the Grand Lodge is, however, more ruinous in its consequences

to the Country Lodges than its location. If each Lodge under

its jurisdiction were entitled to one vote, still the Lodges in the

city and county of Philadelphia would have a great preponder-



L

HISTORY OF LODGE NO. 43, F. & A. M. 89

ance over the Country Lodges; because their representatives
could always attend the meetings of the Grand Lodge. When,
however, we consider that every Master Mason who has passed
the chair, and the Wardens for the time being of each Lodge
are members of the Grand Lodge, and are each entitled to one
vote, then the preponderance becomes overwhelming. Whilst
this system shall continue in force, the Masons in Philadelphia
must govern all the Lodges throughout the State.

Your committee confidently believe that it was the combina-
tion of these two causes and the neglect to give notice to the

country Lodges in due time, to enable them to be represented,

which produced the resolution of the Grand Lodge, " TJiat the

establishment of a General Grand Lodge of the United States and
the calling a Masonic Contention for the purpose of institutino

and organizing the same as proposed, is inexpedient, and in the

opinion of the Grand Lodge, impracticable.

'

'

On the contrary, your committee firmly believe that a very

large majority of the Masons throughout Pennsylvania would be
favorable to such an institution.

The jurisdiction of that body ought not, in the opinion of

your committee, to extend beyond the most important concerns
of the society. It never was intended that it should embrace
"the most minute affairs of the subordinate Lodges," as the

Grand Lodge appear to apprehend. The whole internal police

and government of those Lodges would still remain in the Grand
Lodge, as in political affairs they remain in the State govern-

ment. The Federal Masonic Government should only possess

the power of establishing and enforcing a uniform system of

work over the United States, and of corresponding with Masons
in other countries, concerning the interests of the Craft. Its

powers should be analogous to those of Federal government and
should embrace only the important and general concerns in

which the whole body of Masons throughout the Union are in-

terested. These, and these only, are the powers intended to be

granted to the "General Grand Lodge of the United States."

The good con.sequences which would flow from such an insti-

stution are so obvious and so numerous, that your committee will

not attempt to detail them. Suffice it to say, that it would pro-

duce such a uniformity in working, that any member of any State

Lodge would immediately be recognised as a brother by every

Lodge and every Mason throughout the United States. Each
Mason of every State, in analogy to the Federal Constitution,

without changing his mode of labour, might at once become a

member of any Lodge in any other State, in the same manner
that the citizens of each State are entitled " to all privileges and
immunities of citizens in the several States." Indeed, the Grand
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Lodge of Pennsylvania, by the report which they adopted on the

3d of June last, seem, in substance, to admit the propriety of

such a measure by recommending " an occasional convocation
of delegates from the different Grand Lodges throughout the

United States."

It must, however, at once strike every mind, that such a

convention, possessing no power to compel the execution of

any measure which they thought proper to adopt, would be
of little service in producing any salutary effects. Their
recommendations would either be regarded or disregarded,

as the prejudices, the opinions, or the interests of the different

Grand Lodges would dictate. They would soon sink into insig-

nificance, as every government, whether political or masonic,
must do, which has not in itself the power of enforcing obedi-

ence to its own laws. The old confederation among the States

is a striking example of this truth.

If, therefore, there ever was a subject brought before the Grand
Lodge which demanded their most serious deliberation, it was
whether a General Grand Lodge of the United States should be
established. All the Masons in the State were deeply interested

in the decision of this question ; every Lodge therefore should
have had full notice of the time when it would be determined,
so that each might have been represented, if they thought proper.

The Grand Lodge, however, instead of adopting this course,

hurried on to a decision at the first quarterly communication
after the meeting of Masons held in the city of Washington.
The Country Lodges were entirely ignorant of their intention to

do so, and were therefore deprived of any opportunity of ex-

pressing their sentiments on this most important subject. Here-
tofore propositions of much less importance have been made at

one quarterly communication, and have then lain over until the

next, so that the sense of the whole Masonic body respecting

them might be fairly ascertained. Your committee regret that

this course was not adopted upon the present occasion.

They however consider it useless to ask for a reconsideration

of the question. It will be remembered that on the 21st day of

September, 1819, a Circular was prepared by this Lodge, and
forwarded to the different Lodges under the jurisdiction of the

Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania, expressing the sentiments of this

Lodge on this subject—proposing that, as many of the Past

Masters and officers of the different Lodges as could make it

convenient, should attend the meeting of the Grand Lodge on
St. John's day, then next, in order, if possible, to effect the ob-

jects proposed. From the answers to this Circular, it appeared
that nearly all of the Lodges approved of the measures proposed
by this Lodge. Accordingly, on St. John's day a committee of
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this Lodge attended the meeting of the Grand Lodge, and sub-

mitted for their consideration the following:

Whereas, it is the opinion of this Grand Lodge, that the

establishment of a General Grand Lodge, to be composed of the

Grand and Past Grand Officers of the different Grand Lodges in

the United States, would essentially promote the interests of

Masonry and conduce to a uniformity in the mode of carrying

on the labors of the craft.

Therefore, Resolved, That a committee be appointed to open
and carry on a correspondence with the different Grand Lodges
in the United States, relative to the establishment of a General
Grand Lodge.

Resolved, That the Right Worshipful Grand Master be, and
he is hereby authorized and required, to appoint Lecture
Masters, whose duty it shall be to visit and lecture in the subor-

dinate Lodges under their jurisdiction.

Resolved, That all the questions, as well as the election of

officers of the Grand Lodge, shall be determined by a majority

of votes, each Lodge having one vote.

On motion made and seconded, it was then Resolved, "That
the propositions just read, be submitted to a committee of seven

members, with instructions to investigate the subject, and make
report to this Grand Lodge, at the Grand Quarterly Communi-
cation, to be held in September next; and that the discussion

and consideration of the said report take place on the 28th of

December, 1820; and that each subordinate Lodge be furnished

with a copy of the said report."

The R. W. Grand Master asked time to appoint the said com-
mittee, and on the 3d of April following this Lodge were first

informed that he had appointed Josiah Randall, Samuel F. Brad-

ford, Henry Baldwin, George B. Porter, Isaac Darlington, James
Harper, Jr., and Benjamin Say,—a majority of whom reside in

•Philadelphia.

On the 9th of October following this Lodge was furnished by
the Grand Secretary with a report made by the said committee,

unfavorable to the propositions submitted. It appears that the

said committee, with the exception of Brother Porter, had met

on the 19th of June—that Brother Porter knew nothing of the

meeting of the committee, being from home several weeks pre-

vious and subsequent to the said date, and the fact of his being

absent was publicly known—and that the notice forwarded to

him ofthe time and place of the meeting of the committee was

so short that he could not have attended, had he been at home
at the time of its delivery. The said committee having thus

met, without giving an opportunity to the representative of this

Lodge to support and shew the necessity of adopting the resolu-
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tions submitted by himself, induced this Lodge to believe that

it would be useless to attend further to the subject—being satis-

fied that a determination had been formed by several members
of the Grand Lodge, resident in Philadelphia, that the question

relative to the establishment of a General Grand Lodge of the

United States, or, as to any alteration in the mode of electing

officers, or determining questions in the Grand Lodge of Penn-
sylvania, should not be fairly put before all the members of said

Lodge. In this opinion they are fortified by the late precipitate

decision made on the 3d of June last.

After maturely considering the subjects referred to them, your
committee can devise no practicable mode of relief for the griev-

ances of which we all complain, except by the assemblage of a

General Convention of Delegates from all the subordinate Lodges
in this commonwealth—and therefore submit the following reso-

lutions for the consideration of this Lodge :

1. Resolved, That a General Convention of Delegates from
the different subordinate Lodges throughout the State, to take

into consideration the interests of the Fraternity, and to devise

some mode of remedying the evils generally complained of, be
recommended to be holden at Harrisburg, on the first Monday
of January next.

2. Resolved, That this Lodge will, at the stated meeting in

November next, appoint three members to attend as Delegates

in the said convention, and that each subordinate Lodge be re-

quested to appoint a Delegate or Delegates, not exceeding three

in number, for the same purpose.

3. Resolved, That a committee of five members be appointed
by this Lodge, to correspond with, and to transmit for considera-

tion, copies of the foregoing report and resolutions to all the

subordinate Lodges in this State, and to request an answer there-

to, as soon as the determination of their respective Lodges be
made.
Which report, together with the resolutions thereto attached,

were read, considered and unanimously adopted, atid ordered
that the same committee be the committee agreeably to the third

resolution.

A printed copy of the above report having been received by

the Grand Lodge, it was referred to a committee of nine, who
presented the following report at the adjourned quarterly Com-
munication held September 20th.

To the Right Worshipful the Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania.

The Committe to whom was referred the Circular Letter

directed to the Right Worshipful Grand Master "by a commit-
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tee of Lodge No. 43, held at Lancaster, being an address from
the said Lodge to the different subordinate Lodges in tiie State,

containing a statement of their grievances, and recommending
that a General Convention of Delegates from the different subor-

dinate Lodges throughout the State, to take into consideration

the interests of the fraternity, and lO devise some mode of reme-
dying the evils complained of, be holden at Harrisburg on the

first Monday of January next,"

Respectfully Report,

That, having assembled to perform the duty assigned to them,
a communication from the Right Worshipful Grand Master to

Lodge No 43, in reply to the Circular Letter of that Lodge,
was submitted to their consideration, unanimously approved, and
the Right Worshipful Grand Master requested to forward the

same without delay, when approved by the Right Worshipful
Grand Lodge.

That your Committee place much reliance upon the efficacy of

the kind spirit, candid statements, accurate details, and earnest

exhortation of the above mentioned communication, to restore

Lodge No. 43 to a just and lasting sense of its masonic duty:

and although anxious and determined to maintain the paramount
and inherent sovereignty and dignity of this Right Worshipful

Grand Lodge, they wish scrupulously to avoid any hasty or vin-

dictive severity. They, therefore, beg leave to offer, and recom-

mend for adoption, the following resolution:

Resolved, That this Grand Lodge view, with extreme regret

and decided disapprobation, the conduct of Lodge No. 43, as

made known to them by the Circular addressed to the Right

Worshipful Grand Master ; and that they only refrain, until the

first Monday in November next, from an exercise of their con-

stitutional power to vacate the warrant of said Lodge, in the ex-

pectation that a communication from the Right Worshipful

Grand Master, conveying distinct information and fraternal

remonstrance, will induce Lodge No. 43 immediately to retrace

its steps and return to its masonic obedience and faith.

Samuel F. Bradford, Chairman.

James Harper,
Thomas Kittera,
George A. Baker,
Andrew Hoolton, \ Committee.
Michael Nisbit,

H. Benner,
William Boyd,
G. M. Dallas, Secretary.

This Report was unanimously adopted, also the following res-

olutions :
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Resolved unanimously,
That this Grand Lodge do highly approve of the calm, digni-

fied and affectionate Letter to Lodge No. 43, just read by the

Right Worshipful Grand Master, and that the thanks of this R.
W. Grand Lodge be presented to him for the paternal zeal with
which he has devoted himself to the investigation of the impor-
tant subjects involved in it.

Resolved ttnanimotisly, That the R. W. Grand Master be re-

quested to furnish to the Grand Secretary a copy of his Letter,

and that the same, together with the Report of the Committee,
be printed, and sent to all the Lodges within this Common-
wealth.

These proceedings of the R. W. Grand Lodge together with

the Letter of the R. W. Grand Master were forwarded to Lodge
No. 43. The following is' a copy of the Letter of the Grand
Secretary accompanying the same:

Philadelphia, September 28, 1822.

W. Sir & Brother,
The R. W. Grand Master requests that you will, with as little

delay as possible, convene Lodge No. 43 and lay the annexed
Report and inclosed Letter before it.

With sentiments of respect I remain W. Sir and Brother,

Yours fraternally,

George A. Baker, Grand Sec' ry.

Brother Henry Keffer, W. M. of Lodge No. 43.

The Letter of the R. W. Grand Master which was enclosed was

as follows:*

To /lie Worshipful Master, Past Masters, Wardens, and Bretliern of
Lodge No. 4J, held in the city of Lancaster .

•

Brethren, With pain and regret, I have received a Communi-
cation from your Lodge, dated the 21st of August last, enclos-

ing a report, adopted by the Lodges, at its stated meeting in that

month.
The complaints it enumerates, the manner in which they are

detailtd ana the remedy it proposes too plainly indicate an
alienation of feeling on your part towards the Grand Lodge,
that, I think, could not be justified by any course of conduct it

might pursue.

V>y the Great Masonic Constitution adopted by the Grand
Lodge of Pennsylvania, and as far as my knowledge extends, by
every other Grand Lodge either in Europe or the United States,

*This letter is not upon the records of the Lodge.
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"the Grand Lodge has an inherent power and authority to make
local ordinances and new regulations, as well as to amend and
explain the old ones, for their own particular benefit and the

good of Masonry in general," "for the members of every Grand
Lodge are the true representatives of all the fraternity in com-
munication, and are an absolute and independent body, with
legislative authority

;
provided as aforesaid, that the Grand

Masonic Constitution be never violated nor any of the old land-

marks removed." The same Charter declares "that the main
business of the Grand Lodge, whether at quarterly communica-
tions or other meetings, is seriously to discourse and sedately to

consider, transact and settle all y\.KX'Y¥.^'S, that concern the pros-

perity of the Craft and the fraterjiity in general or Private
LoDGEb and Single Bkotheks in particular.

Obedience to these principles, is the cardinal duty of the Or-

der. Every Master Mason is bound by the strongest ties, that

human ingenuity, under the blessing of Providence, has ever yet

devised, to maintain and support them. They impose an obli-

gation from which we cannot be relieved, even though the whole
Masonic family, by one unanimous acclamation, should decree

it; they prescribe a duty we owe to our brethern, our con-

sciences and our God, and which, without guilt, can neither be

evaded nor set at defiance. What then my brethern is the mea-
sure you have propounded? A Convention of Delegates " to

take into consideration the interest of the fraternity and to de-

vise some mode of remedying the evils" and grievances, under
which the subordinate Lodges labour, by means of the organiza-

tion, the location &: the general system adopted by the Grand
Lodge. The only legitimate body in which any of these griev-

ances (if they do exist) could be relieved, is the Grand Lodge
itself. It is an absolute and independent body, endowed with leg-

islative authority, to apply a remedy to all evils that do now or

may hereafter exist, and the assemblage of any other persons, to

review or pass upon its measures, is a direct and unequivocal in-

fringement of its rights, and an absolute denial of its Supremacy
over the Craft. I trust, this is a view of the subject that has not

yet presented itself to your minds, because, if you agree in

opinion with me, on this point, and I know not, how we can

differ, there will be, on your part, a prompt relinquishment of

the proposed convention, as I know you would not persevere in

any course, which, you believed, was inconsistent with the sol-

emn duties and obligations you have undertaken to perform. I

urge these considerations more strongly, because, on a former

occasion, you protested against the power of a subordinate Lodge,

in nothing your superiors, possessing neither the authority to

investigate nor the power to punish, to pass a vote of censure
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upon your conduct ; and at the same time you declared that to

the Grand Lodge, under whose jurisdiction you were placed,

you owed "duty and allegiance," and " when that August Tri-

bunal shall say," you "have broken" your "allegiance, then,

and not till then, will concessions be made."
If then the power of a coequal subordinate Lodge, to pass

upon or censure the conduct of a sister Lodge, be denied, how
much stronger does the principle apply to a subordinate Lodge,
asserting its right to review the whole course of the proceedings

of the supreme Masonic authority, to whom they owe obedience
and fidelity unlimited, within the ancient land-marks, and from
whom they have derived and continue to enjoy their very exist-

ence?
Waiving, for the present, the right to assemble, let us enter

into a friendly and dispassionate examination of the alleged

grievances. I will promise, that no Lodge, under our jurisdic-

tion, has ever made any serious complaint to the Grand Lodge
of its proceeding, except Lodge No. 43. While we have too

often witnessed in you the most decisive evidence of hostility

and opposition to our measures, the other Lodges have displayed,

in their intercourse with the Grand Lodge, the most warm and
sincere affection for the parent authority, and the most scrupu-

lous obedience to its directions. That, such feelings may con-

tinue to govern them and shortly pervade your councils, is my
most anxious desire.

The organization of the Grand Lodge does not receive your

approbation. I would remark that the present organization of

the Grand Lodge is the same that has subsisted for ages both in

Europe and the United States. A subordinate Lodge is repre-

sented by its Worshipful Master and Wardens; the "Lodge
when duly congregated, have the privilege of instructing their

Master and Wardens for their conduct in the Grand Lodge,"
but the Past Masters have always holden seats in the Grand
Lodge as " the true representatives of all the fraternity," and
the right to disfranchise them might be well questioned, even if

not totally denied. It is a privilege conferred on them, as a

reward for their labour and services in promoting the interests

of the craft, and none are more interested in preserving the

ancient Usages than the craft itself, as the disfranchisement of

the Past Masters must deprive the Grand Lodge of a large por-

tion of its Masonic intellect and experience. The injustice of

giving the Past Masters and officers of each Lodge but one vote

IS equally obvious. It would amount, in a great degree, to a

virtual disfranchisement of the Past Masters ; it would place the

oldest and most numerous Lodge on a level with the youngest

and smallest in number; it would be a stimulus to large Lodges
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to subdivide, in order to gain the ascendancy; and every five

master masons, who could obtain a warrant, would have the

same influence with a Lodge valued for its antiquity, its numbers
and zeal in the interests of the craft. The complaint against

the present system is, that there is not an equitable distribution

of power, and the result of the alteration would, like its cause,

naturally end in a contest for power, and be destructive of the

good order and harmony of the craft. You refer to the prin-

ciples of our government and intimate, that the doctrine of

representation, in proportion to members, should be adopted;

but how utterly subversive of those principles would be a system

that would give to five masons just constituted as a Lodge, equal

weight with an old and well established Lodge, consisting of

from 75 to 120 members. The truth is that if the republican

principles of our government were to be taken as the Masonic

guide, our present system is much more consonant with them
than the one proposed by your Lodge. I cannot forbear to add,

that the project of a General Grand Lodge of the United States,

as proposed by Brother Porter, in Grand Lodge, on the 27th of

December, 1819, contemplated that it should consist of the Grand
and Past Grand Officers of the different Grand Lodges in the

United States, thereby continuing, in this particular, not only to

follow, but even to enlarge upon, the present system of represen-

tation in our Grand Lodge.
Another ground of objection to the present Grand Lodge is,

its location. It is an important fact, and one that seems to have

escaped your attention, that the City of Philadelphia is nearer

to a majority of the Lodges within the State of Pennsylvania

than the present Seat of Government. As the oldest Lodges are

generally the most numerous, the present location of the Grand

Lodge is more contiguous to, and more convenient for a still

larger majority of the Masonic Brethren throughout the com-

monwealth. It is a still more important and conclusive fact on

this subject, that a clear majority of the Contributing Brethren

of the whole Commonwealth reside within the City and County

of Philadelphia. Independent of these considerations, the

Grand Lodge ought always to be located in the most populous

city. In England, the continuance of the Grand Lodge to

meet at York after the South had become the seat of popula-

tion, and London the great emporium of the kingdom, produced

two distinct Grand Lodges, and the subsequent unfortunate di-

vision betwen the Ancient York and Modern Masons. The Seat

of Government in the State of New York, has been for many
years removed to Albany, yet the Grand Lodge have continued

to meet in the city of New York, although the number of Lodges

holden in that city, is about the same as those holden in our

7
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city; and the number of those, holden in the country, in the

State of New York, is seven fold the number of country Lodges

in our State. The Grand Lodge of Maryland continued to meet

in Baltimore, although the Seat of Government has been removed
to Annapolis; and they have recently finished the erection, in the

City of Baltimore, of a suitable Temple, in which they now hold

their communications. The Grand Lodge of South Carolina

still continues to meet in the city of Charlestown, although the

Seat of Government has long since been removed into the Inter-

ior.

I proceed to the examination of those measures of the Grand
Lodge of which you have complained; they seem to be confined

to ist, The rejection of a proposition for a General Grand
Lodge throughout the United States; 2, The waste of the funds

derived from the country Lodges; and 3d, The want of Masonic

instruction to the subordinate Lodges.

I will not adopt the principle that a body co-equal, much less

one inferior, in its authority, has no right to express its censure

upon the conduct of the Grand Lodge. In order that we may
discuss the grounds of complaint more fully, I will, for the

present, concede to you, the right to censure the Grand Lodge,

and to communicate that censure in the manner you have

adopted.

The proceedings of the meeting held at Washington, (District

of Columbia,) were, at the request of the meeting, laid before

the Grand Lodge, at its adjourned, Grand Quarterly Communi-
cation, held on the 30th of April last, and referred to a Grand
Committee, consisting of the Grand Officers and three addi-

tional members. The committee, unanimously, reported against

the proposition, but proposed a substitute, that might perhaps

conciliate, recommending a Convention of Delegates from the

different Grand Lodges; and that report was, after the most full

and mature consideration, adopted, without opposition, by the

Grand Lodge.
No suggestion for a postponement was made; you were ap-

prised that such a communication would be made; you did not

inform us, you felt yourselves interested in the question, but re-

mained perfectly quiescent, until the decision had been an-

nounced. The decision was in exact conformity with the ex-

pressions of opinion reiterated by the Grand Lodge, on former

occasions, and once when the question had been agitated among
the subordinate Lodges, through the instrumentality of your

own exertions. No other Lodge, under our jurisdiction, has

ever expressed an opinion in favor of a General Grand Lodge,

and had it been supposed, that after having recently abandoned
the pursuit of the object, you yet wished to express your opin-
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ions, ample time would have been given. In your Communica-
tion, you state that it was owing to the want of notice to the
country Lodges, that the proposition for a General Grand Lodge
had been negatived, and that a large majority of the Masons
throughout the State are friendly to the measure. I have had
recent opportunities of knowing the sentiments of the brethren
in the western part of the State, and I never met with a single

individual in favor of the measure. The decision of the Grand
Lodge was made in the usual manner: it was even more deliber-

ative than that of the highly respectable and intelligent Grand
Lodge of New York, who had the communication from Wash-
ington laid before them, at the Quarterly Meeting in June last,

and, at the same communication rejected the proposition.

As often as the measure has been proposed, a large majority of
the Grand Lodges, throughout the Union, have rejected it, and
I am not aware that a single Grand Lodge has approved of it,

since its last agitation.

I would willingly close on this point, but there is a part of
your communication that affects me personally; I mean, where
it refers to the conduct of the Committee of the Grand Lodge,
appointed to consider the resolutions offered by Brother Porter

on the 27th December, 1819. I was appointed a member of that

committee, and being the Grand Officer highest in grade on the

committee, according to Masonic Usage, and not as has been
intimated as a matter of favor, I became the chairman of the

committee, and acted as such until the Right Worshipful Grand
Master took his seat in the committee. The meeting of the com-
mittee was agreed to be fixed at such time as Mr. Baldwin could

attend. I very early wrote to Mr. Baldwin on that subject ; he
could not fix the precise time when he would be in the city of

Philadelphia. At length he was enabled to fix a time, and im-

mediately, on receiving that information, I notified by the same
mail, Brothers Darlington and Porter, of the time and place of

meeting, and I believe there was ample time for Brother Porter

to attend had he been at home. Brother Darlington did attend,

though the means of communication to and from Lancaster, are

known to be more frequent than those to and from West Chester.

Brother Porter's absence in the Western country might have

been well known in Lancaster, but I do assure you and him, not

only I, but every member of the committee in Philadelphia, was
utterly ignorant of the circumstance; for Brother Porter I have

always entertained the utmost regard and friendship ; these feel-

ings are so entirely disinterested on my part, that I know not

whether they are, in any degree reciprocated. I should have

been then, and still shall be pleased, to witness his exertions in

the Grand Lodge on this or any other subject ; and I do feel
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mortified that such an expedient should have been imputed to

me. The report of the committee was printed ; it was distrib-

uted among the Lodges, and the same publicity was given which

on the last occasion you think would have produced a decision

favorable to the establishment of a General Grand Lodge
;

yet

the proposition was rejected without opposition ; and I cannot

conceive, how you suppose a special notification to the country

Lodges, on the late occasion, would have produced a different

result. I am the more confirmed in this opmion, when I recur

to the minutes of the Grand Lodge of the 27th of December,

1819, and find that, in consequence of your circular of the 21st

of September, 1819, circulated throughout the State, there were

only six country Lodges represented, including those, from

whom, Past Masters alone appeared.

The merits of a General Grand Lodge are still open for exam-

ination, discussion, and determination. It is in the power of

any one of your Representatives, or Past Masters, to bring the

subject before the Grand Lodge. I am not, however, aware that

the proposed Grand Tribunal either was intended to be, or ever

could be confined in its jurisdiction, as you seem to think, to

the more important concerns, and to be deprived of its author-

ity, in the most minute affairs of the fraternity. The case of an

individual, or the most trifling incident, might, and often does

involve the most important principles. In what manner you

have ascertained the views of the Brethren who met at Washing;-

ton, to have been so limited, I am at a loss to know. I think it

cannot be drawn as an inference from their Communication, and

if we refer to your former sentiments on this subject, we find

you contemplated "that to this body should be delegated such

of the sovereign and independent powers as are exercised by the

different Grand Lodges as would give it complete cojitrol of the

Institution."

The analogy, between our political and Masonic government,

altogether fails; the federal government was erected for the pro-

tection of the people from foreign powers, and to regulate our

commercial intercourse with them. Now the intercourse between

us and foreign Grand Lodges, is confined to the receipt and
transmission of each other's Annual Communications. It never

has, nor do I know how, it ever can extend to any other objects.

I refer you to an able and eloquent exposition of this subject in

the Communication of the Grand Lodge of Kentucky, adopted

on the 31st ult., a copy of which, if you desire, shall be forwarded

to you.

The allegation, that has been so often and so confidently re-

lied upon, is the misappropriation of the funds of the subordi-

nate Lodges. On a former occasion you informed the Brethren
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"that the expenditure of a very large sum of money in the erec-

tion of a splendid Masonic Temple, was not the most judicious

application of its funds," and you now repeat that your "money
enriches" our " treasury," and that your "funds have been ap-

plied to other objects" than the diffusion of Masonic light and
instruction "in which, comparatively speaking," you "have no
interest."

There has been so much error on this subject, that I feel it an
indispensable duty to lay the whole truth before you ; these dis-

closures are made with no unfriendly feelings towards you or any
other country Lodge, but simply to repel a charge, made through
misconception, and without the least shadow of foundation. The
total number of Lodges, in the city and county of Philadelphia,

is twenty-nine, in the remaining part of the State, sixty-three.

By the official returns made to me, it appears the Average An-
nual gross amount of the Revenue of the Grand Lodge, for the

last sixteen years ending the 27th December, 1821, is $6108.57;
of this sum the annual average amount paid by the 29 Lodges in

the city of Philadelphia, is $3705.84; that of the 63 country

Lodges $808.76; the remaining annual sum of $1593.97, being

derived almost exclusively from the city of Philadelphia, com-
prising the rent of the Hall, during that portion of the 16 years,

it had been erected and the other contingent sources of revenue

incident to the Grand Lodge. The annual interest on our debt

has been heretofore $3900, the portion of the Hall not used for

Masonic purposes has produced $1800, leaving the Masonic Hall

an annual charge on the Craft of $2100 per annum, which sum
has been paid by the city Lodges, and an annual surplus sum of

$1605.84, a much larger annual sum than has been paid into the

Sinking Fund.
The recurrence to so long a period, to produce the average

amount, is adopted, in order that no advantage might be taken

by selecting a particular period. The same statement, predi-

cated upon the last six years, is still more favorable to the city

Lodges. The annual average amount paid during that time, by
the twenty-nine city Lodges being $5341.14, and that of the

sixty-three country Lodges being $966.09, and the contingent

revenue of the Grand Lodge, during that time, haviag been con-

siderably increased. But the liberal exertions of the city Breth-

ren have not rested. The old Hall, purchased with their funds,

produced $7161.70, which was expended in the erection of the

new Hall. The Insurance, on the Hall, in Chestnut street, the

premium of which was paid out of the city revenue, at the time

of its conflagration, added the sum of $20,433.85 to the same
object. The donations for the original erection and subsequent

rebuilding of the Hall amount to the large sum of $23,913.74,
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of which the sum of $60 was only subscribed by the country

Lodges or its members. During the last year, a considerable

charity fund has been created, by the voluntary donations of the

Brethren of the city and county of Philadelphia ; and the sum
of $2000 has been obtained, from the same source, for the per-

manent repair of the Gas Manufactory, attached to the Hall.

What has even been considered the liberality of our legislature,

has been at the expense of the city and county of Philadelphia,

and the annual exemption of the Hall from city and county tax-

ation, is a larger sum in revenue, than the whole amount paid

by the country Lodges.

The Masonic Hall is, we hope, the pride and glory, as it cer-

tainly is the property of the whole masonic family; and when,

by such unexampled exertions, the debt incurred in its original

erection and subsequent rebuilding, shall have been paid, its

revenues will, as you desire, shed its benign influence alike over

all the Lodges throughout the Commonwealth.
I have reluctantly entered into these statements, and they

have not been laid before you for the purpose of exciting any

sense of inferiority. Those Lodges in the country, who have

paid their dues, have done all that was required of them, and

while they receive our warmest gratitude for their support of our

noble institution, it is a consolatory reflection to know, that if

we did possess the power, we totally wanted the inclination

ever to oppress them. The irresistible result from these views

is, that the country Lodges have never yet been asked for a fair

proportionment of the mere ordinary expenses of a Grand
Lodge, no matter how organized, with or without a Splendid

Temple, whether located in Philadelphia, Harrisburg, Pittsburg,

or any other place, and that they have never contributed more
than the sum of sixty dollars towards the erection of the Masonic

Hall, either before or after its destruction by fire. I have now,

my brethren, in brotherly love and affection, furnished you with

the facts drawn from official documents, and I trust, when next

you shall hear your city Brethren charged with the want of lib-

erality to the Masonic Institution, you will in truth and sincerity

recapitulate the items of this statement, and say "Go thou and

do likewise."

The last allegation against the Grand Lodge, is, that it has

not given that Masonic Instruction to their brethren, nor paid

that attention to their interests that were required by its duty.

During the last year, the State has been divided into separate

Districts, and District Deputy Grand Masters have been ap-

pointed, with the full powers of the Grand Master to grant dis-

pensations, visit the Lodges, inspect their labors, correct their

errors and give them all due Masonic instruction and admoni-
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tion. The appointment for the Middle District, including Lan-
caster, was offered by me, some time since, to Brother Francis

R. Shunk, Esq., and by him, on account of his many private en-

gagements, declined. Since that time I have been waiting only

to find a suitable Brother, residing in the central part of the

District, to fill up the appointment. The Grand Lodge have
established a grand committee of land-marks for the purpose of

investigating and determining all questions relating to the Ma-
sonic Constitution, the ancient land-marks, customs and usages

of the order. They have established a Board of Finance who
have been assiduously engaged in devising the means of paying
our debt without oppressing the Lodges ; the expenses of the

Grand Lodge have been reduced one fourth, while the price of

dispensations has been reduced from ten to five dollars. During
the month of August and part of September, instant, I have

been engaged in a visitation of the Western Lodges, commenc-
ing at York and ending at Erie. These visitations were not, as

they have heretofore been described by you "a matter of parade

and show," but they were employed in the most laborious efforts

on my part, to give Masonic light and instruction ; how far I

have succeeded I leave the Brethren of the Lodges, whom I

visited, to say ; it would ill become me to repeat the testimon-

ials of regard and affection I received ; but I must add, the recol-

lections of my Visitations will be to me a source of lasting grati-

fication. In the Lodge at York, I announced my intention in

the Fall to visit the Lodges in the Midland Counties, and desig-

nated yours in particular. I mention this, lest, if I should

carry my intention into effect, it might be attributed to cir-

cumstances that have since transpired. In the Lodges that I

visited, I likewise announced my intention to appoint a Lecturer

who should visit all the Lodges for the purpose of assisting their

labours.

The Grand Lodge have been equally attentive to their coun-

try Brethren, and although the private merit, the exalted station,

and the Masonic zeal of Brother John B. Gibson, were induce-

ments to elect him to the station of Deputy Grand Master of the

Grand Lodge, yet I feel justified in saying a powerful motive

was, to gratify their Brethren in the interior, and none more
than yourselves. During the present year, you have been visited

by Brother Gibson, the Deputy Grand Master.

During the last year a Brother was deputed by the then Right

Worshipful Grand Master to inspect your labours, which duty, I

understood, he had performed to your great improvement and

satisfaction. A few years since, I had myself the honor to ac-

company a Grand Officer to a Visitation of your Lodge, and if

no good resulted from the exertions he then made for your in-
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struction, it was because you showed a decided, though a re-

spectful indisposition, to conform to the old mode of work, as

recognized by the Grand Lodge ; and, in his opinion, an unjust

partiality to a new system, neither sanctioned by antiquity nor
authority.

It is at such a period as this, which might be always termed
a new Era in Masonry, that you have arraigned the Grand
Lodge for neglect and indifference towards their Brethren in the

country.

I have thus recapitulated the grounds upon which you have
complained. I trust I have convinced you there is no justifica-

tion for the measures you have adopted, that they are neither

authorized by the circumstances of the case, nor if so, are they

within the sphere of your legitimate powers. What then, you
will ask, is the remedy for oppression, should the Grand Lodge
ever exercise it over the subordinate Lodges? It is ample and
obvious whenever the case should occur. A clear and decided
majority of the Mcmbeis of the Grand Lodge belong to the

country Lodges, they are all similarly placed, they are united by
a common feeling, and whenever oppression is practiced upon
them, they will, by simultaneous concert, attend at least a single

meeting of the Grand Lodge, and secure a restoration of their

rights and privileges. There is reason to believe that period has

not yet arrived. I fervently hope it never may; but should it

ever come to pass, no permanent evil could long exist without

the application of an appropriate remedy.
That the blessings of Heaven may descend upon you, my

Brethren, the craft throughout the globe, yea upon the whole
family of mankind, and that these refreshing blessings descend-

ing "as the small rain upon the tender herb and as the showers
upon the grass," may secure your temporal happiness here and
eternal felicity hereafter, is the prayer of

Your sincere friend and brother

JosiAH Randall, Grand Master.

Philadelphia^ September 20, 1822.

Lodge No. 43 was convened in extra meeting on October 2,

1822, and the proceedings of the Grand Lodge, together with

the Grand Master's Letter, were read and referred to the com-

mittee which had the subject in charge, to report. At the stated

meeting of the Lodge held October 9, 1S22, the committee pre-

sented the following report, which was unanimously adopted,

and ordered that the report, with the resolutions thereto attached,

be printed and copies thereof forwarded to the different Lodges

throughout the State and the Grand Lodge.
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The committq,e to whom was referred the communication from
the Rt. W. G. Master of the Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania, ac-

companied by certain resolutions of the said Grand Lodge,
adopted at a special meeting of the Grand Lodge, held on the

20th of September, A. D. 1822, submit to this Lodge the follow-

ing report :

That we have devoted all that attention to the subject referred

to us that its importance requires, and the extraordinary charac-

ter of the communication would seem to command. And while

we express our surprise at the course pursued by the Right Wor-
shipful Grand Master, and the Grand Lodge, we are seriously of

the opinion that the same is not only a novelty in the annals of

Masonry, but contrary to the principles of our Listitution.

It appears that the Grand Master has entered upon the field

of discussion with a view to refute the complaints of this Lodge,
and for that purpose has laboriously produced a copious disserta-

tion upon the subject of a circular letter addressed by this Lodge
to the Right Worshipful Grand Lodge of this commonwealth,
and to all the subordinate Lodges under its jurisdiction. And
although we admire the indefatigable zeal and Masonic knowl-

edge of our Worshipful Brother, we cannot subscribe to his creed

nor adopt his principles.

Your Committee do not think this a proper time to enter upon
a discussion of those complaints which this Lodge has made, nor

can that discussion be carried on satisfactorily by written com-
munications, nor can we perceive that any benefits would result

to this Lodge from such discussion ; for if we were so fortunate

as to convince our Right Worshipful Brother that our grievances

do actually exist, and have become intolerable, he might sympa-

thize with, but could not relieve us. And while we duly appre-

ciate his disinterested and paternal affection in condescending

to reason with us upon the subject of our complaints, we do
most heartily recommend to our Brethren, to persist in the

course which they have already begun.

The time will come when everything contained in the Grand
Master's communication shall be fully and fairly answered ; until

then we shall desist from any comments upon the Grand Mas-

ter's communication, except those parts of it which state that

this is the only subordinate Lodge which has ever complained of

the proceedings of the Grand Lodge, and the only one which

has ever desired the establishment of a general Grand Lodge.

That the former of those assertions is altogether unfounded,

we refer to the words of the Grand Lodge itself, if complaints

against the proceedings and inattention of that body to the

country Lodges are entered upon their minutes, if not, we refer

to the records of Lodges 146, Meadville, 159, Danville, and 21,
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Harrisburg, and also to a circular from the Grand to the subor-

dinate Lodges in this state, dated October 20, A. D. 181 7, and
having attached to it the name of the present Right Worshipful
Grand Master.

That a great many of the Lodges in the interior of the State

are in favor of the establishment of a general Grand Lodge, is

an undeniable truth. The evidence of which, under the hands
of the officers and the seals of a number of the most respectable

Lodges in the State, has been in the possession of this Lodge
ever since December, 1S19, by the committee who upon that day
represented this Lodge.

If all the complaints which have been made, or which were
intended to have been made by our sister Lodges, have not
reached the ears of the Grand Lodge, it must in a great degree
be owing to the remoteness of the country Lodges from tlie

Grand Lodge, or from a supposition (how well founded, we will

not undertake to say), that complaint or supplication would be
alike unavailing.

The communication from the Grand Lodge, imposes on us a

more solemn and serious duty. If the course pursued by the

Right Worshipful Grand Master amuses with its novelty, the

measures of the Grand Lodge are calculated to awaken the feel-

ings of every member of the masonic family.

That body has declared that Lodge No. 43 shall lose its char-

ter on the first Monday in November next, unless before that

time the members thereof return to their allegiance. It would
have comported much better with the tenets of Masonry, if the

Grand Lodge had condescended to point out wherein the mem-
bers of this Lodge had swerved from their allegiance, and called

upon them to answer the complaints before the forfeiture should
take effect.

The members of this Lodge thought proper to complain of

certain abuses which they allege have imperceptibly crept into

the Masonic Institution, and to correct those abuses, have rec-

ommended a convention in which every Lodge may be fully

and fairly represented, and for this conduct we are to forfeit our
chartered privileges. If our rights as a Lodge are held by such

a precarious tenure, we care not how soon they are taken from
us ; we most sincerely recommend the immediate surrender of

them.
In this happy country where every citizen has an undoubted

right to examine with scrutinizing eye the conduct of his rulers;

to complain of grievances and to resist oppression ; to propose

amendments or alterations in the form of government, and rec-

ommend the assembling of a body of representatives of the

people to effect that purpose, shall it be said that in the Masonic
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society which is emphatically styled free, that liberty is not
tolerated, and these principles are not recognized? Shall we,
who from our infancy have been taught the language of genuine
liberty, and that all men are born equally free ; that the power
delegated to an individual, or set of men, is for the good of the

constituent members of the community, shall we learn a different

lesson, and subscribe a different creed, in that society where all

meet upon the level ?

The principles of liberty have been too ably discussed, and
too forcibly impressed both in the senate and in the field, to be
so easily forgotten; and if at other times, and in other countries,

the conduct of our Lodges would have been treasonable and
rebellious, we are sure that in the 19th century, and in our own
happy country it cannot be so considered.

If experience has proved that the constitution of our Grand
Lodge is defective, it might be questioned whether the Grand
Lodge has power to amend or alter it. To that constitution the

Grand Lodge owes its existence. A grand convention of Masons
on the 25th of September, 1786, adopted it, and every amend-
ment or alteration since made, ought to be carefully examined

;

and surely the Grand Lodge can have no reason to complain, if

made amenable to those to whom it owes their existence.

No person ever thought that the ancient land-marks of Masons
were violated by a grand convention in 1786, to form a Grand
Lodge ; and we are sure that no person, who is influenced by
the benign spirit of Masonry, will pretend to say that a conven-

tion of Masons in 1823, to examine into the proceedings of that

Grand Lodge and to endeavor to eifect those alterations and
amendments to its constitution which experience and a change

of times and circumstances may suggest, will be an encroach-

ment upon the ancient land-marks of the order, or a violation of

Masonic ties.

The Grand Master appears to admit that a subordinate Lodge
has a right to complain of grievances which actually exist, and

in a proper manner to attempt to remove those evils. The
course pursued by the Brethern of Lodge No. 43, appears to

your committee to be the only one which reason can dictate,

and which Masonic rules would approbate ; a right to pursue

this course, we feel assured is inherent in every subordinate

Lodge, and sooner than surrender this right we would surrender

our chartered privileges.

The time selected by the Grand Lodge to pass a censure upon

the conduct of Lodge No. 43, cannot fail to excite the just in-

dignation of every subordinate Lodge in the Commonwealth.
At a special meeting held at the most unfavorable season of the

year for the attendance of country members, is chosen as the
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time when it is to be determined that this Lodge is to be stricken

from existence; and that too without notice, without being
called upon to defend itself, and without an opportunity of be-

ing heard, and by a tribunal not assembled on a regular day of
meeting, but hastily assembled, perhaps for the express purpose,
and when, we confidently believe, not a single member of the

Grand Lodge was present, except those residing in the city and
suburbs of Philadelphia.

If these things are done in the Green tree, what will be done
in the Dry?
We cannot close this report without expressing our astonish-

ment that the measures adopted by this Lodge should meet the

disapprobation of the Grand Lodge.
If the conduct of that Lodge has been fair and constitutional,

why shrink from an investigation? If their acts will bear the

scrutinizing inspection of a full and fair representation from all

the constituent Lodges, they ought not only to approbate the

course which this Lodge has pursued, but they ought to seek an
enquiry, that not only suspicion itself, but all causes of suspicion

may be removed. This disapprobation of our proceedings, ex-

pressed by the Grand Lodge, ought to operate as an additional

inducement to all subordinate Lodges to pursue the course which
this Lodge has recommended.
Your committee would therefore submit for adoption the fol-

lowing resolutions :

—

1. Resolved, That a subordinate Lodge, being a constituent

part of the Grand Lodge, has an inherent right to express its

approbation or disapprobation of the proceedings of the Grand
Lodge, to complain of grievances when they exist, to propose
such alterations or amendments to the Constitution of the Grand
Lodge, as they shall think proper, and to recommend calling a
convention of Delegates to obtain these objects.

2. Resolved, That this Lodge will persist in the course which
they have commenced, and if possible, will effect the objects ex-

pressed in their circular of August last.

3. Resolved, That whatever necessity may have existed here-

tofore for calling a convention, it is greatly augmented by the

opposition which the measure has met with from the Grand Lodge.
4. Resolved, That the Secretary be directed to transmit copies

of this report and these resolutions to the Grand Lodge, and to

all the subordinate Lodges in this commonwealth, as soon as

possible. Ebenezer Wright,
James Buchanan,
Nathaniel Lightner,
George B. Porter,
Tohn Reynolds.
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A printed copy of this report and the resolutions attached was

forwarded to the R. VV. Grand Master, and was presented by

him to the Grand Lodge at its adjourned communication, held

November 4, 1S22.

The following is an extract from the minutes of that meeting

:

The Grand Master laid before the Grand Lodge, a second
circular from Lodge No. 43, whereupon it was
. Resolved, That the warrant of Lodge No. 43 be called in, and
that the Worshipful Master of that Lodge be and he is hereby

directed and required, forthwith to return the same to the Grand
Secretary.

At the stated meeting of Lodge No. 43, held Nov. 13, 1822,

the Worshipful Master laid before the Lodge the following com-

munication, which he had received from the Grand Secretary.

Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania : In adjourned Grand Quarterly

ConwiunIcation

.

Philadelphia, Monday, Nov. 4, A. D. 1822, A. L. 5822.

The R. W. Grand Master having laid before the Grand Lodge
a second printed Circular from Lodge No. 43, dated at Lancas-

ter the i6th of October, 1822, the Grand Lodge then proceeded

to the consideration of the subject, whereupon, and on motion,

made & seconded, the following resolutions were adopted :

Resolved, That the warrant of Lodge No. 43 be called in, and

that the Worshipful Master of that Lodge be, and he is hereby

directed & required to return the same to the Grand Secretary.

Resolved, That until Lodge No. 43 shall return to its Masonic

faith & allegiance, & shall be remstated in its former rights

(Sc priviledges, the different Lodges & Brethren under the juris-

diction of this Grand Lodge be, and they are hereby pro-

hibited from holding, with said Lodge No. 43, any Masonic

fellowship or communion.
Extract from the minutes,

Geo. a. Baker, Grd. Secretary.

Philadelphia, Nov. g, 1822.

WoRSHiPFDL Sir & Bro. : In compliance with the forego-

ing resolution of the Grand Lod'ge I have to request you forth-

with to return to me the Warrant of Lodge No. 43.

With sentiments of Respect I remain

W. Sir & Brother, Yours fraternally,

Geo. a. Baker, Grd. Sec'y.

Bro. Henry Keffer, late W. Master

of Late Lodge No. 43, Lancaster.
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The foregoing having been read, the following motion was

adopted:

Resolved, Unanimously, that this Lodge cannot comply with

the requisition of the Grand Lodge in the communication just

read, and further that it knows of no reason why the Lodge
should be deprived of its chartered privileges, and cannot admit

under the circumstances of this case, the authority of the Grand
Lodge to require a surrender of the same.

On motion, Resolved, That the Communication from the

Grand Lodge be referred to Messrs. Wright, Buchanan, Rey-
nolds, Lightner, Porter and Smith.

The Lodge, also at this meeting, selected delegates to repre-

sent the Lodge in the Masonic Convention to be held at Harris-

burg on the first Monday in January following. Brothers John

Reynolds, George B. Porter, and Ebenezer Wright, were ap-

pointed as said delegates with authority to fill any vacancy which

might occur.

At an adjourned Communication of the Grand Lodge, held

November i8, 1822, the following resolutions were, on motion,

adopted:

Resolved, That the Worshipful Master, Wardens and Brethren

of the late Lodge No. 43 at Lancaster, be and they are hereby

cited to appear before the Grand Lodge on the third Monday in

December next, to show cause why they should not individually,

be suspended from the rights and privileges as Masons, until they

shall return to their fidelity and allegiance to this Grand Lodge.
Resolved, That a personal attendance at the Grand Lodge, in

compliance with the above resolution, shall not be required, and
that such of the members of the said late lodge as shall on or before

the third Monday in December, communicate to the Grand Sec-

retary, their dissent from the proceedings of the said lodge relative

to the proposed convention to be held at Harrisburg, on the

first Monday in January next, shall be, and they are hereby

continued in the full enjoyment of their rights and privileges as

Masons under the jurisdiction of this Grand Lodge.

A circular from Lodge No. •152 at Easton, approving the

proceedings of Lodge No. 43 was read, whereupon resolu-

tions worded exactly similar to the above were adopted for

Lodge No. 152. A printed copy of the above resolutions was

forwarded by the Grand Secretary, to each member of Lodges

No. 43 and 152.

A special meeting of Lodge No. 43 was held on Saturday



HISTORY OF LODGE NO. 43, F. & A. M. Ill

evening, November 23d, at which the committee to whom was

referred the communication from the Grand Lodge, vacating the

charter of this Lodge, presented their report, expressing their

disapproval of the action of the Grand Lodge, etc. The char-

ter, however, was forwarded to the Grand Secretary.

On the 26th of the same month the brethren again assembled

in their hall. Bro. M. C. Rogers in the chair, and Bro. F. D.

Hubley acting as Secretary.

Bro. Buchanan offered the following resolution which was

unanimously adopted :

Resolved, That this meeting will appoint delegates to represent

the members of the late Lodge No. 43, who have been cited to

appear before the Grand Lodge on the third Monday of Decem-
ber next, to show cause why they should not, individually, be
suspended from their rights and privileges as Masons.

The following committee of five were appointed for that pur-

pose, Bros. M. C. Rogers, Ebenezer Wright, James Buchanan,

George B. Porter and Henry Keffer.

On motion it was resolved to hold an adjourned m.eeting on

the second Wednesday of December following.

The following resolution was also adopted :

Resolved, That a general meeting of all the Masons in the

county of Lancaster and elsewhere, who can make it convenient

to attend, be held at the Lodge Room in Lancaster on Monday
the 9th day of December next, at one o'clock, on business of

much importance to the craft—and that notice of the same be

published in all the newspapers of the county and be also for-

warded as soon as practicable to the Worshipful Master of each

Lodge in this county.

In pursuance of the above resolution and call the meeting took

place as directed, and the following is a correct copy of the

printed report of the same.

At a large and respectable meeting of free and accepted Masons,

holden in pursuance of public notice, at the Lodge Room of late

Lodge No. 43, in the city of Lancaster, December 9, 1822, Gen.
Henry Hambright, of Lodge No. 46, Ephrata, was elected

Chairman, and Dr. N. W. Sample, of Lodge No. 104, was

elected Secretary.

The object of the meeting having been stated by the Chair-

man, the several communications of Lodge No. 43 and the

Grand Lodge were read ; whereupon it was
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Resolved, That a Committee of seven be appointed to draft

such resolutions as should be expressive of the sentiments of the

meeting respecting the unhappy differences between the Grand
Lodge and late Lodge No. 43.

The Chairman then appointed Joel Lightner, of Lodge No.

104; Alexander L. Evans, of Lodge No. 116; Lewis Wisler, of

Lodge No. 169; Gen. James Caldwell, of Lodge No. 104; Dr.

Jacob Moore, of Lodge No. 156 ; James Sweny, of Lodge No.

169; Gardner Furniss, of Lodge No. 156—Which Committee
having retired, at 6 o'clock, P. M. returned and submitted to

the meeting the following preamble and resolutions :

The Committee to whom was referred the several Communica-
tions from late lodge No. 43, and from the Grand Lodge, make
the following

Report, That we have carefully examined the subject re-

ferred to us, and while we do most sincerely deplore the unhappy
differences which now exist between the Grand Lodge of this

commonwealth and several of the subordinate Lodges, we do
most heartily approbate the course pursued by our Brethren of

late Lodge No. 43, held in this place.

A Convention of Delegates, from the several Masonic Lodges
in this State, we conceive to be the only legitimate body which
can correct those errors that now exist in the administration of

Masonic Jurisprudence in Pennsylvania, and we regret that this

course has not met the approbation of the Grand Lodge.
We w^ould, therefore, recommend to our Masonic Brethren in

this State, to unite in their efforts to restore this ancient and
honorable Institution to its former purity. Therefore,

1. Resolved, That this meeting do approbate the conduct of

those who have resisted the unjustifiable requisitions of the

Grand Lodge, and have recommended a Convention to correct

those errors which sad experience proves do now exist.

2. Resolved, That the course pursued by the Grand Lodge, in

opposition to the contemplated reformation, is unjustifiable and
oppressive.

3. Resolved, That we will, notwithstanding the opposition of

the Grand Lodge, persevere in our endeavors to purge the

Masonic Temple and restore this Honorable Institution to its

ancient splendor.

Joel Lightner,
Alexander L. Evans,
Lewis Wisler,
James Caldwell,
Jacob Moore,
James Sweny,
Gardner Furniss.
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Which preamble and resolutions being read, were unanimously
adopted.

On motion, Resolved, That the proceedings of this meeting
be signed by the Chairman and Secretary, and copies thereof
be forthwith transmitted to the Grand Lodge and the several

subordinate Lodges in this Commonwealth.
Henry Hambright, Chairman.

N. W. Sample, Secretary.

The Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania held an adjourned com-
munication on December 16, 1822, from the proceedings of

which we present the following extract:

This being the evening appointed for hearing the citations

issued against the late Lodges Nos. 43 and 152, the following
communication was read

:

The undersigned being appointed a committee on behalf of
the Master, Wardens and Brethren of the late Lodge No. 43, are

now ready and in attendance to show cause &c. and request to

be admitted into the Grand Lodge.
MoLTON C. Rogers,
Eben. Wright,
Henry Keffer,
G. B. Porter.

Whereupon, on motion, they were admitted.

The Grand Lodge then proceeded to the consideration of the

citations. A Committee of Conference was appointed, and the

following resolution was as a result thereof unanimously adopted :

Resolved, That the R. W. Grand Lodge and Lodge No 43
shall mutually rescind all proceedings in their respective Lodges
relative to the matters in dispute and that the Warrant of Lodge
No. 43 be returned to them.

The same proceedings took place in regard to' Lodge No. 152,

at this same meeting.

The charter of Lodge No. 43 was again in the possession of

its Master. The old Lodge, after a suspended animation of five

weeks, was again a thing of life.

We have chronicled the events of this exciting period of the

Lodge's history in the order and manner in which they occurred,

without comment, and we now take leave of this unhappy per-

iod with this single remark of extenuation :

At these early times, when there were no railroad facilities,

when a dollar represented a five or ten fold value of the present

time, attending meetings in Philadelphia became events of im-

8
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portance. Hence the Lodges outside of Philadelphia and vi-

cinity were poorly represented in the meetings of the Grand

Lodge, and legislation, like the filling of the offices, was largely

for Philadelphia. This naturally 'created dissatisfaction through-

out the State. Add to this the misconceptions of the relation of

subordinate to Grand Lodge, growing out of this inability to

participate in the meetings, and from a want of proper and suf-

ficient instruction, and we can readily perceive why the Lodges

outside of Philadelphia should view the Grand Lodge as an

arbitrary supreme court, whose rulings and actions they hoped

to modify by resolutions and conventions, instead of regarding

it as a body of which they were an inherent part, with a voice

and vote in all its proceedings.

Reconciliation having been effected between the Grand

Lodge and Lodge No. 43, and the charter returned, an extra

meeting was held December 23, 1822.

This meeting was largely attended. The committee appointed

to appear before the Grand Lodge on Monday, the i6th inst.,

made report, giving a detailed statement of the proceedings in

the Grand Lodge, which resulted in a reconciliation between

the Grand Lodge and Lodge No. 43, and the restoration of the

charter to the Lodge. On motion, it was unanimously resolved

that the thanks of the Lodge be presented to the committee who
represented the Lodge before the Grand Lodge.

At this meeting an election of officers, to serve for the ensuing

Masonic year, was held with the following result : Bro. James

Buchanan, W. M. ; Bro. Ebenezer Wright, S. W. ; Bro.

Rudolph C. Nagle, J. W. ; Bro. Benj. Ober, Treas. ; and Bro.

Daniel Fuller, Sec.

At this time Bro. Buchanan was representing his district in

Congress, and was not present at the meeting. Worshipful

Master Bro. Henry Keffer, notified him, by letter, of his elec-

tion. On receiving this notification Bro. Buchanan sent the fol-

lowing reply in accepting the office.

Washington, 28th December, 1822.

Dear Sir : I yesterday received yours of the 24th instant an-

nouncing my unanimous election as Worshipful Master of Lodge
No. 43. For this distinguished honor, please accept for yourself

& present to the brethren my most grateful acknowledgments.
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You request me to be in Lancaster on the second Wednesday
of January next for the purpose of being installed & taking the

chair. This will be impossible without violating the duties

which I owe to my constituents & to myself. Nothing of im-
portance has yet been transacted in Congress nor is it expected
there will be until after New Year's day. Immediately after that

day all the important business of the session will press upon us

;

in some of which our state is very materially interested. It

will therefore be out of my power to comply with a request which
would be so agreeable to my wishes as that of meeting my
Masonic brethren in Lancaster on the second Wednesday of

January next. I hope therefore that the Lodge in consideration

of my peculiar situation will excuse my absence until the second
Wednesday of March next. By that time I trust I shall have
acquired sufficient Masonic information to enable me to preside

over so respectable a Lodge as No. 43 without disgracing them
or myself.

I should be glad to hear from you soon . In the mean time I

remain yours fraternally,

James Buchanan.
Mr. Henry Keffer.

At the extra meeting held on St. John's day the officers were

installed, with the exception of the Worshipful Master, who was

unable to be present.

During the year 1822, two members were initiated, one ad-

mitted, four withdrew and two were suspended.

This year witnessed the beginning of the custom of the ap-

pointment of District Deputy Grand Masters, and to R. W.

Grand Master Josiah Randall belongs the credit of instituting

this important office in the jurisdiction of the Grand Lodge of

Pennsylvania.

At a meeting of the Right Worshipful Grand Lodge, held

January 6, 181 2, a resolution was adopted recommending the ap-

point ment of District Deputy Grand Masters. No appointments

were, however made at that time, and no further action in the

matter, was taken until 1822, when R. W. Grand Master Randall

made the first appointments. On December 27, 1823, the coun-

ties of Lancaster, York and Lebanon were apportioned into a

district, to be known as District No. i, and the retiring Wor-

shipful Master of Lodge No. 43, Bro. James Buchanan, was

appointed District Deputy Grand Master.



Il6 HISTORY OF LODGE NO. 43, F. & A. M.

The Masonic convention which had been called to meet at

Harrisburg on January 7, 1S23, was duly held on that date.

The following is a copy of the circular report of its proceedings,

which was sent to every Lodge in the jurisdiction.

MASONIC CONVENTION.

At a meeting of the Delegates from sundry Lodges and other

Masons, under the jurisdiction of the Grand Lodge of Pennsyl-

vania, held at Hani^burg, in the Lodge Room of Perseverance

Lodge, No 21, the following Brethren present:

Hon. Edward Herrick, Lodge No. 70, E. Wright, 43, J. D.

Biles, 144, H. Frick, 144, C. Gleim, 141, Jonah Brewster, 149,

John M'Meens, 106, Ethan Baldwin, 163, G. R. Horter, 21,

W. Holbrouk, Gen. John H. Wise, 64, H. Minshall, 159, John
De Pui, 153, Jeremiah Rees, 21, John Stanley, 119, I. M'Cord,

21, William Greer, 21, Joel Bailey, 21, J. Brubaker, 141, Dr.

Thomas T. Huston, 70, and N. B. Wood, 21.

The Hon. Edward Herrick was called to the chair, and Bro-

ther N. B. Wood, Esq., was appointed Secretary. The object

of the meeting being stated from the chair, whereupon a motion

was made and read as follows

:

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to draft certain res-

olutions expressive of the sense of this Masonic Convention,

which was agreed to and the resolution adopted, whereupon the

Convention appointed Brothers C. Forward, Wood, Biles, Bald-

win and Huston. On motion.

Resolved, That all Masons under the jurisdiction of the Grand
Lodge of Penn;5)lvania, in this place, be requested to attend the

meeting of the delegates in this Convention this evening, at six

o'clock.

N. B. Wood, Sec'y.

Adjourned until that hour.

Same day, 6 o'clock, P. M. The Convention met, in pursu-

ance of adjournment. The Hon. Edward Herrick in the chair,

and N. B. Wood, Secretary. The following Brethren present

:

Hon. Edward Herrick, delegate 70
|

William Myer, Esq., delegate 108

Dr. ThomasT. Huston,
Ethan Baldwin, Esq.,

J. U. Biles,

H. Frick, Esq.,

Joel Bailey,

George R. Horter,

William Greer,

Christian Gleim, |

Joseph Brubaker, j

Jonah Brewster, Esq.,

do
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confidence of the justice of these remarks, and to remedy all the

grievances complained of by our Brethren, and further believing

that a knowledge of our wants will ensure the prompt interfer-

ence of the Grand Lodge, we submit to their consideration, the

following resolutions, with a full reliance on their justice.

Resolved, That the Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania shall con-
sist of the Masters and Wardens of the Subordinate Lodges, for

the time being.

2. That all Past Masters shall be entitled to a seat in the Grand
Lodge, with power to vote on all abstract questions of Masonry;
but they shall have no power to vote in any question of taxation,

or right claimed by the Grand Lodge over a Subordinate Lodge.

3. That the Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania shall have no power
to tax a Subordinate Lodge, by dues, dispensation, or otherwise,

without the consent of a majority of the whole of the Subordi-

nate Lodges first obtained, either by resolutions of the Lodges
transmitted to the Grand Lodge, under the seals of the Subordi-

nate Lodges, or by a personal representation of those Lodges,
through their officers in the Grand Lodge, at some regular Grand
Quarterly Communication.

4. That each Subordinate Lodge shall have but one vote in

the Grand Lodge, on all questions of taxation or right of juris-

diction, claimed by the Grand Lodge over the Subordinate
Lodges, and that each Lodge shall be entitled to vote in the

Grand Lodge, either by personal representation of its officers, by
proxy, or by a resolution of the Lodge, under its seal transmitted

to the Grand Lodge.

5. That no question affecting the rights of a Subordinate

Lodge, shall be decided in the Grand Lodge at any other meet-
ing than a regular Grand Quarterly Communication, and not till

all the Subordinate Lodges shall have had at least one previous

Quarterly Communication's notice of such proceeding.

6. That as uniformity in the Masonic labors is essentially

necessary to advance the interest of the craft, the Grand Lodge
shall appoint one Grand Lecturer, yearly to inspect and correct

the labors of the different Lodges, who shall be compensated out

of the monies raised by dues, from the Subordinate Lodges, or

out of their funds, as shall be hereafter settled between the Grand
Lodge and the Subordinate Lodges.

7. That the Grand Lodge shall have no original jurisdiction

as to suspension or expulsion, except over their own members,
and that to extend no further than to their privileges in the

Grand Lodge.
8. That the Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania has no Masonic

jurisdiction over any degrees above a Master Mason.

9. That it shall be incumbent on the Grand Lodge of Penn-
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sylvania, to open a correspondence with the other Grand Lodges
of the United States, and endeavor to produce a uniformity in

work, lectures and the manner of conferring degrees, that the

craft of Pennsylvania may be entitled to equal privileges with the

Brethren under the jurisdiction of the other most respectable and
enlightened Grand Lodges.

10. That it shall be the duty of the Grand Lodge, annually to

furnish the Subordinate Lodges with detailed accounts of their

receipts and expenditures.

11. That the foregoing resolutions be respectfully submitted

to the Grand Lodge, and the Convention to meet at Philadel-

phia, in the Grand Hall, on the 25th February next, for their

approbation and adoption.

12. That if they should not be adopted as aforesaid, John De
Pui, James Wright and N. B. Wood, be appointed a committee
to present a copy thereof to each Subordinate Lodge under the

present Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania, and when a majority shall

have substantially adopted the same, to call a meeting of said

Lodges at Harrisburg, for the purpose of establishing a Grand
Lodge at Harrisburg, and that the foregoing resolutions, or such

of them as shall be adopted by a majority of the said subordinate

Lodges shall be inherent principles in the constitution of said

Grand Lodge. C. Forward,
Thomas T. Huston,
N. B. Wood,
Ethan Baldwin,

J. D. Biles.

And said report was read, and the resolutions thereto attached,

were severally considered and adopted unanimously.

On motion, the following resolution was offered:

Resolved, That the committee named in the 12th resolution,

be directed to have printed the proceedings of this Convention,

and forward a copy to the Grand and each Subordinate Lodge
in the State. On motion.

Resolved, That these proceedings be signed by the Chairman,
and attested by the Secretary. ^ ,„.„^ tjx,„„,^,. r-i •

., Ti ,,r -^ o ,
' Edward Herrick, Cnainnan.

N. B. Wood, Secretary.

Harrisburg, January 7, A. L. 5823.

Sir and Brother—We are directed to transmit to you the fore-

going proceedings, with a request that you will be pleased to lay

them before the Lodge over which you preside, at as early a

period as possible.

We are fraternally and respectfully yours,

John De Pui,
^

James Wright, [- Committee.

N. B. Wood, j
Worshipful Master of Lancaster Lodge No. 43.
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A printed circular of the proceedings of this Convention, held

at Harrisburg, having been sent to every Lodge in the jurisdic-

tion, a copy was received by Lodge No. 43, and was presented

and read at the meeting held on February 12th.

No further action in this matter was taken by Lodge No. 43.

At the stated meeting March 12th, Worshipful Master elect,

Bro. James Buchanan, was by special permission of the R. W.
Grand Master duly installed.

The election for officers for the ensuing Masonic year, which

was held December loth, resulted in the selection of the follow-

ing brethren : Ebenezer Wright, W. M. ; Rudolph C. Nagle, S.

W.
; Jacob Albright, J. W. ; Benj. Ober, Treas. ; and Geo.

Beckel, Secretary.

The Right Worshipful Grand Master having notified the Lodge

of his intention of paying them an official visitation, the follow-

ing resolution was adopted at this meeting:

Resolved, That in consideration of the visitation of the Grand
Lodge on the 19th inst., there shall be a procession of this

Lodge on that day : and that a committee of seven be ajipointed

to make the necessary arrangements.

Accordingly the Lodge assembled in extra meeting on the

morning of that date. The meeting was largely attended by the

members of the Lodge and by representatives of other Lodges.

Right Worshipful Grand Master Josiah Randall, Esq., accom-

panied by his Grand Officers, honored the Lodge with his

presence.

This was the first official visitation that had ever been made to

Lodge No. 43. On December 19, 1803, Right Worshipful Grand

Master Israel Israel honored the Lodge with his presence, but he

came unattended and took no part in the proceedings. The

Lodge closed its morning session at 1:30 o'clock, P. M. At

2:30 o'clock the brethren formed in procession and proceeded to

the Lutheran Church, where they listened to an appropriate dis-

course, delivered by Rev. Dr. Endress.

The brethren then returned to the Lodge Room, where the

Right Worshipful Grand Master exemplified the Fellow Craft and

Master Mason's degrees and lectured on the Entered Apprentice

degree.
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The expenses incurred by this first Grand Visitation amounted

to $29.75, and consisted of the following items

:

Rev. Dr. Endress, g8 oo

Sexton, 2 00

8 Suppers @ itVo, lo oo

Tickets, 2 oo

Grand Chaplain (Rev. Clarkson), 5 00

John Michael, i 75

$29 IS

This visitation was of material help to the brethren and to the

Lodge, and was followed by a noticeable improvement in the pro-

ceedings of the Lodge.

During the year 1823, four members were initiated, two with-

drew, and four died.

Of the officers elected at the December meeting the W. M.,

J. W. and Secretary declined serving, and on application the

Grand Lodge granted permission to the Lodge to hold a special

election to fill the vacancies.

Accordingly on March 10, 1824, the following brethren were

elected: George H. Whitaker, W. M.
;
John Landis, J.

W.;

and Daniel Fuller, Secretary, and they were duly installed at that

meeting.

Up to this time it had been the custom for the brethren to rise

on the entrance of Past Masters. This custom was discontinued

by resolution at the stated meeting in April.

The Lodge had again become financially embarrassed. The

Grand Lodge presented their account, amounting to $501.03,

arrearage for Grand Lodge dues. There were no funds to meet

this debt, and the matter was finally compromised with the

Grand Lodge. The Lodge at this time was in need of aprons,

but a report of the Treasurer at the September meeting showing

a balance due the Treasurer by the Lodge of $61.94, the aprons

could not be purchased. For the same reason an application

from Lodge No. 143 for pecuniary assistance could not be

granted. Efforts were made to collect outstanding dues, and

brethren who were unable to pay the same were recommended to

withdraw from the Lodge, in order that the Lodge might be re-

lieved from the payment of their Grand Lodge dues.
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At the November meeting of this year it was resolved to

exonerate the Treasurer from the payment of dues, as compensa-

tion for his services, and this custom has prevailed to the present

time.

The annual election for officers in December resulted as fol-

lows : Bro. Jasper Slaymaker, W. M.
; John Landis, S. W.

;

Washington Hopkins, J. W. ; Emanuel Shaeffer, Treasurer, and

Daniel Fuller, Secretary.

During the year 1824 five members were initated and seven

withdrew. All of the withdrawals were in pursuance of the reso-

lution requesting them to do so by reason of their neglect of

dues.



CHAPTER V.

1825-1835.

THE year 1825 opened with the affairs of the Lodge in a

slightly improved condition. The Grand Lodge debt had

been reduced until there was a balance of only $2.16 due that

body, while the Lodge was credited with $17.56 in the hands of

the Treasurer.

The Right Worshipful Grand Master, John Banister Gibson,

Esq., was pleased to appoint Bro. P. M. George B. Porter as Dis-

trict Deputy Grand Master for the district comprising the counties

of Lancaster, York, Lebanon, Dauphin, Berks and Schuylkill, and

the townships of Sadsbury and Honeybrook in Chester county.

Bro. Porter's commission was presented and read at the stated

meeting on March 9th.

On the occasion of our distinguished brother General Lafa-

yette's visit to Lancaster, in July of this year, a party was given

him in Masonic Hall, on Thursday evenmg, July 28th, which

was attended by many of the leading citizens and most respec-

table and fashionable ladies of the town. This ball eclipsed

everything which had up to that time been seen in this city.

Of the eight citizens who composed the committee to receive

General Lafayette, five were members of Lodge No. 43, and

District Deputy Grand Master George B. Porter made the re-

ception speech.

At the meeting of the Lodge held September 14th, it was

resolved that a committee of three members be appointed to call

upon Bro. Ebenezer Wright and request him to attend the

October meeting of the Lodge, for the purpose of conferring the

Mark Master' s degree on such members as may be disposed to

receive it. This does not seem to have been the correct method

of proceeding, even in those times, to have the degree conferred;

at least there is no reason assigned why this excellent idea was

not carried into effect.

(123)
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At the stated meeting of December 14th, a communication

from Bro. Ebenezer Wright was presented and read, in which he

set forth that he applied "to be discharged from his membership

in this Lodge on the 31st of December, 1823," and that he

"now asks to withdraw that application and to be restored as a

member of this fraternity." On motion, the following resolu-

tions were adopted:

Resolved, In consideration of the high Masonic standing of

Bro. Wright, his extensive information and well known zeal for

the honor and interest of the fraternity, that he be permitted to

withdraw his resignation as a member of Lodge No. 43.

Resolved, That Bro. Wright be reinstated as a member of this

Lodge.
Resolved, That a Committee be appointed to wait on Bro.

Wright and request him to take his seat in the Lodge this even-

ing.

Bros. Keffer, Ober and Mathiot constituted that committee,

and having conducted this highly esteemed brother to the meet-

ing, the brethren further expressed their appreciation of him by

at once electing him their Worshipful Master. The following

brethren were elected to fill the remaining offices : John Landis,

S. W.; Matthew McKelly, J. W.; Emanuel Shaefifer, Treas-

urer, and Daniel Fuller, Secretary.

Ten members were initiated and one withdrew during the

year. The year had been a prosperous one for the Lodge, and

it closed with all the debts, including Grand Lodge dues, paid,

and a balance in the hands of the Treasurer of $148.62.

On January 5, 1824, the Grand Holy Royal Arch Chapter of

Pennsylvania, with the sanction and consent of the Right Wor-

shipful Grand Lodge, assumed exclusive control over the Subor-

dinate Chapters of the State, issuing warrants and exacting dues

from Chapters. This met with considerable opposition from

some of the Lodges which had obtained authority from the Grand

Lodge to confer the Chapter degrees, mainly on the ground that

having paid for said authority and the annual dues of the Grand

Lodge, they considered it burdensome to now have to take out

charters from the Grand Chapter, and pay Grand Chapter dues

in addition to Grand Lodge dues. Several communications had

been received by the Lodge, from the Grand Lodge and from
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Perseverance Lodge No. 21, of Harrisburg, on this subject, all

of which were referred to a committee to investigate and report.

At the stated meeting of November 8, 1826, the committee pre-

sented the following report, which was unanimously adopted:

The committee of Lodge No. 43, to whom were referred the

communications of the Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania, of Septem-

ber 5, 1S25—June 19, 1826—and September, 1826; and of Per-

severance Lodge, Harrisburg, of September 29, 1826.

Report,

That they have devoted to the subject that due consideration

which its importance demands, and are of opinion that the forma-

tion and establishment of a Grand Chapter, in the city of Phila-

delphia, on the 5th of January, 1824, was not a violation of the

compact between the Grand and Subordinate Lodges.

In examining this subject we have been led to inquire, whether

the Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania ever had the legitimate power

to grant warrants for holding Chapters of Royal Arch Masons,

and Lodges of Most Excellent and Mark Masters; and after a

full investigation, we are clearly of opinion that the Grand Lodge
never had, and, agreeably to the land-marks of Masonry, never

could have that power. The exercise of it in former times, was

a usurpation of authority which even the plea of necessity can

scarcely justify.

An inquiry naturally presents itself, why should not the Grand
Lodge have jurisdiction over Royal Arch, Most Excellent, and

Mark Master Masons? We answer, because the Grand Lodge,

by the very nature of its constitution, is restricted to the three

first degrees of Masonry, and the appendant degree of Past Mas-

ter ; but as the three higher degrees are distinct and dissimilar

in their nature, and depend on distinct and different principles,

how, with any shadow of common sense, could the Grand Lodge,

which, from its organization as a body, can know nothing of the

rules, regulations, and land-marks of the higher orders, under-

take to grant charters for conferring those degrees? "Suppose

a difference arise between two Chapters, who shall decide them?"
Shall the Grand Lodge? No: tlie Grand Lodge, as a body,

know nothing of their constituent principles, and cannot, under

any circumstances, regulate the matters in dispute.—"If un-

worthy characters, who might gain admission for want of due

caution, should attempt to open new Chapters for their own en-

rolment, or for the purpose of conviviality, who could restrain

them ?" Could the Grand Lodge ? No : according to the land-

marks of Masonry they are not under its jurisdiction. But above

all, "suppose the established regulations and ancient land-marks
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of R. A. Masonry should be violated and broken down, where is

the power sufhcient to remedy the evil?" Not the Grand Lodge,
because, as a body of Master Masons, it must be totally ignorant

of those regulations and land-marks; and therefore if they are

infringed in any particular, how can the Grand Lodge say what
is correct, or what incorrect, or how could the matter be argued

before a body, one-half of whom perhaps know nothing of R. A.

Masonry? From the very nature of the case it is impossible.

No man, or body of men, can propagate a science when totally

ignorant of its first principles. The only possible way in which
R. A. M. can be kept in that subordination and regularity which
are indispensable in both higher and lower degrees, is by the

organization of a Grand Chapter, and we think the Grand Lodge
has acted with candour and prudence by consenting to its estab-

lishment.

Thus we conclude that the Grand Lodge never had a right to

grant charters for the higher degrees, then how can it have

violated the compact with the Subordinate Lodges? We are told

by a circular of Perseverance Lodge No. 21, dated " Harrisburg,

September 20, 1826," that they hold a charter from the Grand
Lodge for conferring Mark, Most Excellent, and Royal Arch
degrees, for which they paid sevetity-Jive dollars. This we have

no doubt is correct, but how is that a violation of the compact ?

The 2d article of the constitution of the Grand Holy Royal Arch
Chapter, guarantees to them a charter in unison with the land-

marks of Royal Arch Masonry, tvithotit any charge. Then why
should they complain? They sustain no loss: They incur no
additional expense for a new charter : They are subject to no in-

convenience whatever in consequence of the change. They also

exclaim against the payment of dues to the Grand Chapter; but

if that body is legally organized, it has a right to demand dues
;

and as long as these dues are not exorbitant or oppressive, where
IS the subject for complaint ?

We think we have now established that the Grand Chapter has

a right to grant charters and receive dues, then to what compass
are the complaints of the subordinate Lodges circumscribed?

Merely to this one point

—

shall the Grand Lodge, in consequence

of the establishment of a Grand Chapter, reduce the fees for new
warrants, and also the annual dues paid by members of the Sub-

ordinate Lodges ? Were this the question under consideration,

we would vote in the affirmative.

The Grand Lodge, previous to the i6th of July, 1824, under-

took to grant charters for conferring the three higher degrees,

and the fees were fixed in proportion ; but since the abandon-
ment of that assumed authority, a proportional part of those fees

ought, in justice and equity, to be relinquished. A reduction of
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the annual dues we think ought to be demanded as a matter of

right, and, if refused, then we would say the Grand Lodge has
violated its compact with the Subordinate Lodges.

While on this subject we cannot but disapprove of the extra-

vagant fees demanded by the Grand Lodge, from the Subordinate
Lodges. We admit the Grand Lodge has incurred a very great

debt in erecting the Masonic Hall, but this Hall is of no bene-
fit to Masons or Lodges without the city of Philadelphia ; and we
cannot perceive *ariy propriety in taxing them for its erection.

The annual dues paid by Subordinate Lodges are oppressive, and
prevent them from accumulating a competent fund for charitable

purposes. The object of Masonry is thus in a great measure de-

feated, and the reputation of the craft materially injured.

Your committee entertaining these impressions offer the follow-

ing resolutions :

Resolved, That Lodge No. 43 sanction the establishment of a

Grand Holy Royal Arch Chapter, believing it essential to the

prosperity of Royal Arch Masonry in the state of Pennsylvania.

Resolved, That Lodge No. 43, does not believe that the Grand
Lodge violated the compact with the subordinate Lodges, by
consenting to the establishment of a Grand Holy Royal Arch
Chapter.

Resolved, That Lodge No. 43 believes that a reduction of the

annual dues demanded by the Grand Lodge, would essentially

contribute to the advantage of masons and masonry in Pennsyl-

vania.

Resolved, That the Secretary transmit a copy of this report to

the Grand Lodge, and each subordinate Lodge in the common-
wealth.

Mathew M' Kelly,
John Mathiot,
John B. Mayer.

In accordance with the last resolution the foregoing report was

printed, and copies were sent to the Grand and subordinate

Lodges. If it served no other good purpose it at least defined

the loyal position of Lodge No. 43.

At the October meeting Bro. David Nathans, "Grand Lec-

turer," paid an official visitation to the Lodge, lecturing upon

the Master Mason's degree.

On November 2d, Bro. John Gillard was buried with Masonic

honors, the Lodge being accompanied by a band of music, as

was customary in those days.

The annual election for officers at the December meeting re-
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suited as follows: Bro. Mathew McKelly, W. M.; Bro. John

Mathiot, S. W.; Bro, Robert Moderwell, J. W.; Bro. Emanuel

Shaeffer, Treasurer, and Bro. Daniel Fuller, Secretary.

During the year 1826, seven members were initiated, two were

admitted, one suspended, and one died.

On February 24, 1827, the Lodge, accompanied by a band of

music, attended the funeral of Bro. John Shaw, burying him

with Masonic honors.

At the meeting in April a committee was appointed to inquire

into the expediency of enlarging the Lodge room, and to inves-

tigate the title which the Lodge has in its building. At the

following stated meeting this committee reported at length on

the sufficiency of the title, and further reported that, "owing to

the present state of the funds, it was inexpedient at this time to

take possession of the room adjoining the Lodge room, and rec-

ommend it to be done on some future occasion." This report

was adopted, when, on motion, it was resolved, "that a com-

mittee consisting of Bros. Mathiot, Moderwell and Keffer be

appointed, whose duty it shall be to procure the key of the room

adjoining the Lodge ; to determine whether the Lodge room can

be enlarged, to ascertain whether the funds will justify the en-

larging of the room at this time, and if so, to superintend the

doing of it." The partition between the two rooms was re-

moved, adding very materially to the comfort and convenience

of the Lodge. Up to this time the Lodge had been using wood

for fuel ; the change was now made, the two wood stoves were

sold and two coal stoves purchased.

Some idea may be formed of the struggles of our brethren in

these days, to meet their obligations, as well as the expedients to

which they were obliged to resort, by the following resolution,

adopted at the June meeting :

On motion, Resolved, That a committee consisting of Bros.

Wright, McLenegan and Danner, be appointed, to dispose of

the demijohns, glasses, decanters, &c. which belong to the

Lodge, and out of the proceeds, to pay a certain debt contracted

by those, who attended lecturing in 1825 & 6 and the balance,

if any, to pay into the treasury of Lodge No. 43.

On June 14th Bro. John Riddle, a member of the Lodge, was

buried with Masonic honors.
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The election for ofificers in December resulted as follows :

Bro. John Mathiot, W. M. ; Bro. Robert Moderwell, S. W.
;

Bro. Elijah McLenegan, J. W. ; Bro. Emanuel Shaeffer, Treas-

urer, and Bro. Daniel Fuller, Secretary.

During the year 1827 three members were initiated, one was

admitted, five withdrew, and two died.

A large number of the brethren were in arrears with their dues,

the Lodge was in arrears with their Grand Lodge dues, besides

owing $113.53/^ for sundry other accounts, at the close of this

year. In the early part of the year 1828, the committee on col-

lection of outstanding dues, &c., made extra efforts to collect the

same, the Lodge compromising with some and permitting them

to withdraw and enforcing the by-laws on others by suspending

them.

At the special meeting held June 19th, Bro. David Nathans

presented his authority as Lecturer, duly appointed by the Grand

Lodge of Pennsylvania. Upon being introduced he presented

his report of the examination of the minutes of Lodge No. 43,

and lectured upon the degrees. It will be observed that his visit

partook, very much, of the character of a grand visitation.

At the stated meeting held December loth, the following

brethren were duly elected officers for the ensuing Masonic year :

John Landis, W. M. ; Elijah McLenegan, S. W, ; Robert Rus-

sel, J. W.
; John Longenecker, Treasurer, and Daniel Fuller,

Secretary. The meetings during the year were poorly attended,

the interest in the fraternity had materially decreased, the anti-

Masonic times had begun, and it was no longer prudent or safe

to be known as a Mason. But one new member was added to

the lodge during the year, while ten withdrew.

The meetings of the Lodge during the year 1829, were very

small indeed ; no meeting was held in August, and the other

meetings were devoid of interest.

Two new members were initiated, four withdrew, and two

died. At the December meeting the following brethren were

elected officers for the ensuing year : Abner Thomas, W. M.
;

John Longenecker, S. W. ; Ingam Wood, J. W. ; Elijah

McLenegan, Treasurer, and George B. Withers, Secretary.

At the stated meeting of January 13, 1830, a communication

9



T30 HISTORY OF LODGE NO. 43, F. & A. M.

from the Grand Lodge was received, notifying the Lodge of the

appointment of Bro. P. M. Samuel Humes, M. D., as District

Deputy Grand Master for the Third District, of which Lodge

No. 43 was a part.

The anti-Masonic feeling was now on the rapid increase, but

few members attended the meetings of the Lodge, the dues could

not be collected, the Grand Lodge became importunate for the

Grand Lodge dues, the few members who struggled on with the

Lodge became disheartened, and at the meeting held May 12th,

the following resolution was adopted

:

Resolved, That the Secretary be instructed to notify the mem-
bers of Lodge No. 43 to meet here, on this night a week, for

the purpose of taking into consideration the propriety of sur-

rendering up the charter of Lodge No. 43 to the Grand Lodge of

Pennsylvania.

At the special meeting of May 19th, thirteen members and

two former members of the Lodge presented themselves. The

resolution of the lathinst. was withdrawn, a committee was ap-

pointed to solicit the Grand Lodge to exonerate the Lodge from

paying its dues, because of its want of funds, and the brethern

were enjoined to be more regular in their attendance upon the

meetings of the Lodge.

The encouragement derived from the unusually large attend-

ance of thirteen members at one meeting was destined to be but

short-lived. The Brethren did not forsee the bitter persecutions

which were at this time having their origin among the enemies

of our noble fraternity, and which soon, at the hands of an igno-

rant and superstitious populace, was destined to break over their

heads with the force of a hurricane. The June meeting was

very poorly attended, there only being present eight members,

including the officers : the Worshipful Master resigned his station

and withdrew from membership.

A sufficient number of members could not be assembled to

open a lodge until the following December, when eight of the

members met and held an election for officers, with the follow-

ing result: Bros. Henry Keffer, W. M.
;
John A. Landis, S. W.;

John Powell, J. W. ; Elijah McLenegan, Treas., and Geo. B.

Withers, Sec.

I

I
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The meetings of January, February, and March, 1831, were

poorly attended, and no business transacted. After March there

were no meetings until July, when seven members met to confer

the Fellow Craft degree upon a brother. There was no lodge

opened from this time until December 14th, when nine members

assembled, opened a lodge, elected and installed the following

officers : Bros. Henry Keffer, W. M.
; John Powell, S. W.

;

Arthur Toner, J. W.
; John Longenecker, Treas., and Geo. B.

"Withers, Sec.

In January, 1832, four members presented themselves, after

which no meetings were held until November 13, 1833. These

were true anti-Masotiic times.

The period of time which has been denominated "the anti-

Masonic time," was from the fall of 1828 to the year 1838.

After the Federal party hfid collapsed, in 1817, there was no

political opposition of any importance to the Democratic party

until the fall of 1828, when a considerable party was organized

upon the principles of opposition to the Masonic order, which

was charged as being the Nestor of the Democratic party. This

party had its origin from the anti-Masonic crusade, which took

its rise from the disappearance or so-called abduction of William

Morgan, in New York State, in the year 1826.

We copy from Harris' Biographical History of Lancaster

County the following

:

It was a very captivating question with which to make cap-

ital for a party. A jealousy always exists in the human mind
against that which is exclusive, and towards secret societies this

feeling is ever alive. Particularly amongst the people of the

rural districts does this jealousy exist the strongest ; and with

many religious bodies secret societies receive no favor. The
Mennonites, Amish, and other such German sects were not hard
to be persuaded into a party that had for its object the overthrow
of Masonry, and they therefore welcomed the crusade that was
being preached against the murderers of Morgan and the advo-
cates of the Masonic iniquity, as they regarded it.

An organ of the new party was started in June of the year

1828, at New Holland, entitled the And-Masonic Herald, with

Theo. Fenn as its editor. This sheet was widely circulated

through the county, and the effect was tremendous. Quite a

number of those who had hitherto acted with the Democratic
party received the new paper, and became converts to the new
cause.
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The party grew with great rajDidity. The most of the Ger-

man non-residents warmly espoused the cause. In the election

held in 1829, the anti-Masonic party swept the county with a

considerable majority. From that time for several years anti-

Masonic principles in Lancaster county were in the ascendant.

Masonry sank rapidly below par. No longer was a member of

the Order free from insult, and they mostly ceased all connec-

tion with their Lodges. These were closed one after another,

and every Lodge in the county remained closed for some years.

Most of the rural Lodges were never again reopened.

Lecturers passed through the country detailing the horrors of

Masonry; exhibitions were given in which the different scenes of

Masonic initiation were said to be represented upon the stage; and
almanacs, both English and German, were filled with cuts repre-

senting Masonry in the most ludicrous light. Feeling became
more and more intense against the order ; and he was a bold

man, indeed, who any longer owned himself the member of an

organization resting under such public odium. Most members
of the order denied that they were Masons, and it even became
matter of insult to charge a man with being a Free Mason.

Lancaster Lodge No. 43, after being closed for a considerable

time, was again opened, and members stealthily began to visit it

in small numbers, few members of respect, for a long time, fre-

quenting any of the meetings. Robert Moderwell, Esq., Mayor
Albright, and Dr. Geo. B. Kerfoot were amongst the most re-

spected and influential Masons who helped to lift the order again

to respectability. In 1837 the meetings of the Lodge were

small, and those who visited them sought access so as not to be

seen by their neighbors. An odium hung over the Order even

for years later, and it was not much before 1850 that Masons

felt bold enough to hold their public processions as in times

prior to the anti-Masonic excitement.

The above account is very accurate as regards the rise and

progress of the anti-Masonic craze ; it also gives a correct ac-

count of the bitter persecutions then heaped upon the fraternity,

and which were especially marked in Lancaster county,—in fact,

in no other portion of the State was there to be found a popula-

tion so credulous and so ready and willing to espouse such a

cause. But in the remarks relating to Lodge 43, Mr. Harris is

somewhat in error, as will appear more fully from the records of

the Lodge during those years. It will be seen from those records

that the Lodge suffered more or less from the summer of 1830

until November, 1833, and particularly from January, 1832 until
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November, 1S33, during which time no meetings of the Lodge

were held.

But on November 13, 1S33, the Lodge resumed its meetings,

which from that time were regularly held, the attendance and

interest gradually increasing. The year 1837, of which the

writer makes especial mention, was a particularly busy year, for

in addition to the Lodge meeting regularly on the second Wed-

nesday of every month durmg the year, there were also nine

special meetings for work, &c., held during that time. It is true,

however, that the popular prejudice agamst the fraternity still

existed, and continued to exist for a number of years afterward,

but it was no longer dangerous to life and limb to be known as

a Mason, only still imprudent as a business policy.

At a meeting of the Lodge held November 13, 1833, seven

members and one visitor were present at the opening of the

Lodge.

The Worshipful Master laid before the Lodge a communica-

tion from the Grand Lodge, in relation to the inactivity of the

Lodge and its accumulating dues. This communication was

referred to the officers of the Lodge.

A special meeting was held on November i8th, which was at-

tended by nine members, one visitor, and District Deputy G. M.

Nathaniel W. Sample of Lodge No. 104, who had been appointed

Dist. Dep. G. M. during the time the Lodge had discontinued

its meetings. At this meeting two brethren were admitted mem-

bers of the Lodge, and the election for officers was held with

the following result : Bros. Thomas Jeffries, W. M. ; Philip Reit-

zel, S. W. ; Alexander Miller, J. W. ;
John Longenecker, Treas.,

and Robert Moderwell, Sec.

At the stated meeting held February 12, 1834, Bro. Moder-

well offered the following resolution :

Resolved, That the whole amount of this, and Grand Lodge
dues against all the members of this Lodge, prior to the last elec-

tion on the 1 8th of November, 1833, the same shall be remitted.

The resolution was referred to a committee consisting of Bros.

Barry, Miller and Moderwell, to report at next meeting.

This committee presented the following report at a special

meeting, held on the 15th inst:
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The committee to whom have been referred the resolution

offered at the last stated meeting of Lodge No. 43, in relation

to the outstanding dues against all the members of this Lodge
prior to the last election on November i8th, 1S33—that the

same shall be remitted &c. &c.

Report,—that after a careful examination of the minutes of

Lodge No. 43, they find—that up to the year 1S29, the Lodge
was in a flourishing condition, there having been during the

year just mentioned (1S29) eleven stated and three special meet-

ings, making in all fourteen meetings in that year—but that

since the year 1829, until the present time, February, 1834, a

period of upwards of five years, the minutes exhibit a most de-

plorable state of affairs, the real cause of which they decline

stating, as it is already well known to all the brethren, and it is

with extreme regret they lay before you the facts as they are

presented to them from the minutes of the Lodge, which are as

follows:

In the year 1830, the Secretary states that at the stated meet-

ings for July, August, September, October, and November, a

sufficient number of members did not attend, no Lodge was

opened. Here it will be seen that for almost one half of the

year 1830, no business was transacted in the Lodge, and in the

following year the minutes exhibit a still more desponding state

of affairs.

In the year 1831, the Secretary states, that at the stated meet-

ings for April, May, June, August, September, October, Novem-
ber and December, a sufficient number of members did not at-

tend, no Lodge was opened, so that for the year 1831, you have

the lamentable fact, that for eight months, nothing was done,

and the four meetings which were held this year, were very

small indeed; and, as we proceed still further into our exami-

nation, we find we have not yet arrived at the worst.

The next year, which was 1832, there is but one meeting

recorded, during the whole of this vear, on which occasion there

was but four brethren present. The Lodge, during this year,

may certainly be considered, nearly, if not altogether, extinct.

We have now brought our examination to the last year, which

is in 1833 ; and, we find that the Lodge did actually cease to exist

as a Lodge, there being not a solitary meeting during the whole

of the year, until the Lodge was specially convened on the i8th

of last November, in pursuance of a communication from the

Grand Lodge to the late Worshipful Master, the result of which

meeting has had the effect of bringing together a few of its

brethren, who are now striving to revive the standing and use-

fulness of this Lodge ; which certainly can never be accom-

plished, should each of its members be required to pay Lodge
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No. 43 and Grand Lodge dues for upwards of five years,—there-

fore

Resolved, That the resolution offered at the last Stated Meet-
ing, remitting the dues against the members of Lodge No. 43,

—

be adopted.

Resolved, That the Secretary of this Lodge send a copy of the

foregoing to the Grand Lodge, signed by the officers of this

Lodge and attested by him.

Resolved, That this report be entered on the minutes.

All of which is respectfully submitted.

Signed, Thomas J. Barry, ~\

R. MoDERWELL, V Committee.
Alexander Miller. )

This report was unanimously adopted.

Bro. Thomas J. Barry, on the part of the committee to whom
was referred the circular from the Grand Lodge, bearing date

Monday, March 4, 1833, to make reply to the Grand Lodge,

presented the following report, which was adopted :

To the R. W. Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania.

Lodge No. 43, held at Lancaster, and under the jurisdiction

of your Worshipful body, respectfully begs leave to state, that

they have received your circular of date of March 4, 1833, A. L.

5833, but circumstances of a peculiar nature, and entirely beyond
their control, totally prevented them from acting on it, until

November, 1833, when a few of the old members, with some
resident Brethren of good standing, met together, under the

sanction of the District Deputy Grand Master, when an election

was held, the lodge reorganized, and the officers were installed

by the Deputy Grand Master.

It cannot have escaped the attention of your Worshipful body,
that this Lodge has had more difficulties to encounter, and has

met with more violent and determined opposition from the

enemies of our order, than an other under your jurisdiction : and
to such extremes were we persecuted that it was impossible to

obtain a meeting for some years. The consequence of this per-

secution has been an almost total abandonment of our duties as

a Lodge, and an entire neglect of the election of officers for the

space of two years, until the present reorganization.

We refrain at this time from entering minutely into our griev-

ances or our difficulties, and will only observe now, that it gives

us pleasure to say, that our Lodge is again revived, and we hope
will be successful in proving to the world, " how Masons love

one another.
'

'

In the reorganization of Lodge No. 43, it was found impossi-
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ble to comply with the tenor of your circular in all its terms, as

it is impossible to collect from the members of the late Lodge,
their dues. And, to insure harmony and good feeling through-

out the Masonic body here, this Lodge has adopted a resolution,

after a diligent and mature examination into the premises, by a

committee, to remit all the dues, due by members up to Novem-
ber 18, 1833. And this Lodge is perfectly aware that this was
the only means of enabling us to resuscitate at all.

Having then on our part acted as was deemed most advisable,

under the existing circumstances of the case, and feeling ourselves

surrounded by a host of watchful and vindictive enemies, only
waiting to avail themselves of any breach they might find

amongst us to again draw public attention (and perhaps the indig-

nation of some) upon us, we felt ourselves measurably compelled
to adopt that mode of tranquilizing any feelings of animosity that

might have existence amongst our body. Having thus acted on
our part, we say, with our delinquent brethren (and a majority of

whom are only delinquent from their inability to pay) we are

compelled to throw ourselves upon the mercy and generosity of

the R. W. Grand Lodge, and to ask of them an extension of

their fatherly kindness and protection, by a remission of our past

dues, and to permit us to commence our operations anew from
the date of November i8, 1833. We would further state, in re-

gard to compliance of the first requisition in your circular, which
states " that we must remit the annual amount of dues to the

Grand Lodge for said members so organized for the year 1S32,

which must in all cases be paid up to entitle any Lodge to the

benefit of this resolution," that this Lodge literally had no ex-

istence in that year, and it was only in November, 1833, that it

was reorganized, from which date, we are willing to pay, and
annually thereafter. Our Secretary will forward you the neces-

sary returns comprizing a list of the present members with the

initiations &c., &c., since our organization, and all such other

information as is usual.

Having thus plainly and candidly confessed our total inability

to pay our past dues, and assigned such cogent reasons therefor,

which will be found in the report accompanying this communi-
cation and to which we respectfully beg leave to ask your serious

attention,—we subscribe ourselves

Fraternally yours etc.

A committee was appointed to determine how many of the old

members were willing to continue their connection with the

Lodge. This committee were unable to make a report until the

stated meeting in July, when they presented the names of twenty-

six former members, together with the names of four applicants

for initiation and membership.
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The Grand Lodge charitably considered the circumstances of

the Lodge and generously accepted their proposition in regard

to dues. Lodge No. 43 once again received a new lease of life,

and slowly but surely moved forward and upward. The meet-

ings were now regularly held and well attended. The force of

the storm was spent ; the Lodge had survived the shock and from

this time its condition became one of progress. All honor to

the brethren who upheld the Lodge through those trying times.

With unwearying devotion they anxiously watched its flickering

spark of life, and when almost extinct fanned it into renewed

existence. We here reverently and with fraternal gratitude

record the roll of honor: Henry Keffer, Thomas Jeffries, Ar-

thur Toner, Philip Reitzel, Alexander Miller, Thomas Barry,

Elijah McLenegan, George B. Withers, and Robert Moderwell.

They have long since finished their pilgrimage here below and

have gone to their rewards. But they have left us this inheri-

tance—our beloved Lodge, saved by their unwearying efforts

and devotion.

At the stated meeting held December loth, the following

brethren were elected officers for the ensuing year. Alexander

Miller, W. M.; Emanuel Shaeffer, S. W.; W. F. Eberman, J. W.;

Jno. Longenecker, Treasurer, and E. McLenegan, Secretary.

During the year 1834, seven members were initiated, two ad

mitted, and two withdrew.



CHAPTER VI.

1835-1845.

^TOTHING of special interest occurred during the year 1835,

^ the meetings being devoted to routine business, and the en-

tering, passing, and raising of nine new members. At the De-

cember meeting the election for officers resulted as follows : Bro.

Emanuel Shaeffer, W. M.; Bro. Philip Reitzel, S. W.; Bro. Wm.
F. Eberman, J. W.; Bro. Thos. Jeffries, Treasurer, and Bro.

E. McLenegan, Secretary. District Deputy Grand Master Bro.

Sample not being present, the officers were not installed until

the meeting in April, 1836.

Bro. Emanuel Shaeffer declined serving as W. M., and Bro.

Robert Moderwell was elected to fill the position. In the month

of July, the use of the Lodge room was granted to the Philhar-

monic Society to meet for practice.

The Brethren feeling the need of instruction, at this time, a

communication was sent the Grand Master requesting him to

send a lecturer to visit the Lodge, to which they received reply

that the Grand Lodge had dispensed with sending persons to

lecture to subordinate Lodges for some time back, in conse-

quence of the great excitement that prevailed throughout the

country. A visiting brother, however, rendered them assistance,

and the Grand Master appointed Bro. Thomas Jeffries District

Deputy Grand Master. At the December meeting the following

brethren were elected officers for the ensuing year : Robert Mod-

erwell, W. M. ; Wm. F. Eberman, S. VV. ; Frederick Fick, J. W.;

"Thomas Jeffries, Treasurer, and E. McLenegan, Secretary.

During the year 1836, nine new members were initiated, one

admitted, and two withdrew.

The year 1837 was a particularly busy one for the Lodge,

there being twelve stated and thirteen special meetings held dur-

ing the year. There were twenty new members initiated, one

admitted, and two withdrew. The meetings were mainly devoted

(138)
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to work, and the record disproves the assertion of the disastrous

effect of the anti-Masonic sentiment upon the todge during this

year.

At this time, and for a number of years later, as long as the

prejudice against our fraternity was marked, the brethren would

approach the entrance to the Lodge room by the most circuitous

route, and endeavor to glide in unobserved. The windows of

the hall were hung with dark and heavy curtains, so that no

light was visible from without, and the outside world had no

evidence of a meeting being held.

The election for officers in December resulted as follows

:

Bros. E. McLenegan, W. M. ; Geo. B. Withers, S. W. : D. A.

Donnelly, J. W.; Emanuel Shaeffer, Treasurer, and John Long-

enecker, Secretary.

During the years 1837 and 183S, a number of the brethren

who had withdiawn from the Lodge during the exciting times

just past, made application for readmission, and their prayer was

granted on their paying the Grand Lodge dues.

At the stated meeting of February 14, 1838, on motion, it

was resolved, that a committee of three members be appointed,

to be called the Committee on Charity. The W. M. appointed

Bros. Thomas, Shaeffer and Fick said committee. This was the

first charity committee ever appointed by the Lodge.

Considerable dissatisfaction manifested itself among the mem-
bers of the Lodge at this time. A number of improper characters

had succeeded in gaining admisston into the Lodge, and gradu-

ally acquired more or less control over its doings. A number

of the officers of the Lodge resigned their stations and places,

and finally, at the stated meeting of May 9th, the first attempt

was made to establish a second Lodge in the city of Lancaster.

At this meeting the following preamble and resolutions were

presented and read, and action thereon postponed :

Whereas, It appears indispensably necessary from the rapid

increase of the number of members of Lodge No. 43, which at

present amounts to sixty-six, being a greater number of members
than can be accommodated with seats in the Lodge room at one
time, and for the benefit of the Craft generally, we the under-

signed members of Lodge No. 43, for the purpose of establishing

another Lodge in the city of Lancaster, offer the following Reso-
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lutions, which we hope will be concurred in and adopted by the

ofificers and brethren of Lodge No. 43.

And your Petitioners will ever pray,

Robert Moderwell,

J. Albright,
M. Goldsmith,
Fred"^ Reinstein,

J. M. Harmany.

Resolved, That for the establishing or forming of another Lodge
in the City of Lancaster, any of the members of Lodge No. 43,
who may feel desirous in furthering said object, can cease to be
members of Lodge No. 43, by notifying the Lodge of their desire

to withdraw.

Resolved, That the following shall be the terms and conditions

under which Lodge No. 43 and the new Lodge to be established,

shall control and manage such matters and things generally, as

may pertain to the respective business of both Lodges.

First. Lodge No. 43 shall have for its stated, adjourned and
special meetings the first and second weeks in each and every

month.
Second. The new Lodge, to be established, shall have for its

stated, adjourned and special meetings, the third and fourth

weeks of each and every month.
Third. The meetings of Lodge No. 43 and the proposed new

Lodge, to be held in the rooms over the Market House, and
neither old nor new Lodge shall lease, let or allow the rooms to

be occupied or used for any purpose whatever, other than for

their own meetings.

Fourth. The furniture &c., &c., at present in Lodge No. 43
to be used by both Lodges, except the Jewels, which are the

property of Lodge No 43.

Fifth. Any of the members of Lodge No. 43 who may with-

draw for the purpose of joining the new Lodge, shall pay to the

new Lodge, the amount of arrears, if any, he or they may be

owing at that time, to Lodge No. 43.

Should the foregoing Preamble and Resolutions be adopted by
Lodge No. 43, the Secretary shall then furnish the Petitioners,

with a copy of the foregoing, together with the consent of Lodge
No. 43 to the same, under the seal of said Lodge, signed by its

officers and attested by the Secretary.

No formal action was ever taken on this communication, ex-

cept postponement, and, from the fact that no further efforts

were put forth by the petitioners, we infer that they became

reconciled to the existing circumstances. This inference is
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Strengthened by the fact that at a subsequent meeting a series of

resolutions touching irregularities in the proceedings of the

Lodge, were under discussion and favorable action was only pre-

vented by an alarm of fire, a tnotion to adjourn was made and the

Lodge closed. At the following meeting however these informa-

lities were corrected without debate as follows. At the special

meeting held June 2d, R. W. Grand Master John M. Read, Esq.,

accompanied by the R. W. Grand Secretary made an official

visitation to the Lodge, and after examining the minutes and

correcting all errors and irregularities, they exemplified the work

by passing Bro. Christian Widmyer to the degree of Fellow Craft

Mason, and raising Bro. Christian Gast to the sublime degree of

Master Mason. These two brethren are the two oldest living

members of Lodge No. 43.

The election for officers at the December meeting resulted as

follows: Bros. Jacob Albright, W. M.; Jno. A. Landis, S. W.;

Ephraim Bowman, J. W.; David A. Donnelly, Treasurer, and

Wendel Martzall, Secretary.

There were eighteen initiations during the year, and one mem-
ber withdrew.

In the early part of the year 1839, the Lodge room was re-

papered and new carpet placed upon the floor. The paper was

a present to the Lodge from Worshipful Master Bro. Jacob Al-

bright. Bro. Robert Moderwell, was, on the recommendation

of the Lodge, appointed District Deputy Grand Master.

The following brethren were duly elected officers for the en-

suing Masonic year at the election held December nth : Jacob

Albright, W. M.
; Jacob Broom, S. W, ; Daniel Roth, J. W.

;

Geo. B. Kerfoot, Treasurer, and Wm. Schuler, Secretary. Bro.

Kerfoot declined to serve as Treasurer, and Bro. E. McLenegan

was elected in his stead.

There were eight initiations, one admission, three withdrawals,

and one expulsion during the year 1839.

Bro, Junior Warden Daniel Roth died in May, 1840, and

under a dispensation a special election was held June loth to

fill the vacancy, which resulted in the election of Bro. Joseph

Mosher.

At the December meeting a resolution was adopted, author-
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izirg the Worshipful Master to subscribe " six dollars yearly

towards defraying the expenses consequent upon the introduc-

tion of water through the streets of our city."

The election for officers resulted as follows : Bros. Emanuel

Sheaffer, W. M.; Jos. Mosher, S. W.; Geo. B. Kerfoot, J. W.;

Moses Goldsmith, Treasurer, and J. H. Brown, Secretary.

During the year there were fourteen initiations and one ad-

mission. Five members withdrew and one died.

The first Grievance Committee to serve the Lodge was ap-

pointed at the stated meeting of January 13, 1841. The follow-

ing extract from the minutes describes its origin, duties, etc.:

"Upon motion of Bro. Jacob Albright, a committee of five

members were appointed as a standing committee for the ensu-

ing or present Masonic year, whose duty it should be to hear all

complaints made by one Brother against another, to settle the

matter between them if possible, and if necessary to make report

to the Lodge from time to time of their proceedings." The
following were appointed said committee: Bros. Jacob Albright,

Joseph Mosher, Geo. B. Kerfoot, Moses Goldsmith, and J. H.

Brown.

At this time, by reason of the members neglecting the payment

of their dues, and the funds of the Lodge being represented

mainly by notes of the brethren for various sums due the Lodge,

we find the Lodge again in arrears of its Grand Lodge dues, and

obliged to borrow money to liquidate its indebtedness. Ener-

getic efforts to collect the dues were now put forth, and a num-

ber of the members Avere suspended for the non-payment of their

dues.

During the year 18 41 there were six initiations and one with-

drawal.

The annual election in December resulted as follows : Bros.

Joseph Mosher, W. M. ; Geo. B. Kerfoot, S. W, ; P. F. Myers,

J. W. ; M. Goldsmith, Treas., and J. H. Brown, Sec.

At this time there was a wing of the market-house extending

northward from its western end and forming an L with the main

building. According to the old agreement between the Lodge

and the borough authorities, the Lodge possessed the authority

to extend their building over this portion, and in fact some years
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previous to this a movement had been made in that direction,

but owing to the scarcity of fund^, action was postponed.

At the stated meeting of October 12, 1842, a petition was re-

ceived from the Lancaster Lodge of Independent Order of Odd
Fellows, praying for the privilege of occupying and building a

Hall on this north wing of the market-house. This petition was

referred to a committee who, at the November meeting, reported

that "it was inexpedient at this time to enter into arrangements

for such building."

At the December meeting the following were elected officers

for the ensuing Masonic year: Bros. Geo. B. Kerfoot, W. M.

;

Henry E. Leman, S. W.; Philip Reitzel, J. W. ; Moses Gold-

smith, Treas., and J. H. Brown, 'Sec.

During the year 1842 there were two initiations, one admis-

sion, and six withdrawals.

Bro. Henry E. Leman declining to serve as Senior Warden,

at a special meeting held January 18, 1843, ^^o. Wm. Shuler was

elected to fill the vacancy.

At the stated meeting of March 8th, the Secretary, Bro. J. H.

Brown, resigned his station on account of want of time to per-

form the duties of the office, and Bro. John Fisher was elected

to fill the vacancy.

In this year it was found necessary to place a new roof over

the Lodge room. Proposals being asked for, the contract was

given to Joshua W. Jack, whose bid of $38.00 was the lowest in

amount of the four bids presented.

Eleven members were initiated during this year and four with-

drew.

The election for officers in December resulted as follows

:

Bros. Geo. B. Kerfoot, W. M.
; J. H. Brown, S. W. ; Albert

F. Osterloh, J. W. ; Robert Moderwell, Treas., and John Fisher,

Secretary.

A number of the brethren being in arrears for dues, and due

notice being served them of the proposed action of the Lodge,

twenty-one were suspended for the non-payment of the same at

the stated meeting of March 13, 1844. Among those suspended

was Bro. Junior Warden Osterloh.

At the April meeting the W. M. appointed Bro. A. N. Brene-
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man Junior Warden for the unexpired term of Bro. Osterloh.

Bro. Breneman never filled the station to which he was appointed,

and Bro. Fisher having resigned his station as Secretary, a special

election was held to fill these two vacancies, at the August meet-

ing, which resulted in the election of Bro. James Regan as

Junior Warden, and Bro. Henry E. Leman as Secretary.

Special efforts were made this year to reduce the expenses of

the Lodge and discharge its indebtedness, the latter being

materially aided by the number of new members initiated, there

being no less than sixteen initiations. Three members with

drew during the year.

The annual election in December resulted as follows : Bros.

J. Henry Brown, W. M.
; James Regan, S. W. ; W. C. Cham-

berlain, J. W. ; Robert Modervvell, Treasurer, and Chas. C.

Ihling, Secretary.



CHAPTER VII.

1845-1855.

THE year 1S45 discovered the Lodge in an embarrassed condi-

tion by reason of its want of funds. Appeals for charity

could only be met by individual subscription, and notwithstand-

ing one hundred dollars had been paid the previous year to the

Grand Lodge, on account of dues, yet a considerable sum was

still due the Grand Lodge; and the brethren feeling their inability

to meet this debt along with the accruing dues, resolved to make

an appeal to the Grand Lodge for a remission of the debt.

Accordingly Bros. Kerfoot and Regan were appointed a com-

mittee to attend the Quarterly Grand Communication of the

Grand Lodge in June, and make an appeal for relief. This com-

mittee performed their duty so well that the Grand Lodge was

pleased to remit all dues owing by Lodge No. 43 to the Grand

Lodge up to December 27, 1S44

Thus once more the Grand Lodge by its generosity gave en-

couragement to the members of the Lodge, assisting them in

bridging over a time of actual danger to the existence of the

Lodge.

Ex-President General Andrew Jackson having died on June

8th, the W. M. convened the Lodge on the evening of June

24th, to take action thereon. The following is a copy of the

minutes of said meeting.

The Worshipful Master stated that he had thought proper to

convene the Lodge in consequence of the death of Gen. An-
drew Jackson, late President of the U. States, that the Lodge
might do appropriate honor to the memory of the illustrious

General, Statesman and Patriot.

Bro. Geo. B. Kerfoot, offered the following preamble & res-

olutions, by the request of the W. M., which were upon motion
duly seconded, unanimously adopted and ordered to be recorded

with the minutes of the proceedings.

In the increasing catalogue of passing events, it becomes our

mournful duty to record the death of the venerable Andrew
10 (145)
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Jackson, late President of the United States; and although we
are taught by inspired truth and daily observation, that "Man
that is born of a woman hath but a few days to live & is full of

trouble "—that Princes, Kings & Presidents must lie down in the

dust & the glory of their enjoyments & exultations be clouded in

the darkness of the tomb—yet when the great & the good pass

away ; when the damps of the grave rest upon the brow once

wreathed with the laurels of a country's acclamation ; when the

eyes are closed in death, whose glance sent trepidation amongst

the ranks of the enemies of his country; when the heart that

beat with patriotic fervor ceases to throb, the tongue to com-
mand, & the arm to wield the sword, or the pen, in the right-

eous defence of liberty ; when tlie clods of the valley rest upon
the form we were wont to admire, and the spirit, sustained by all

the strength of christian faith, have passed through the dark

shadow of the valley of death, fearing no evil, we may pause to

record such an occurrence.

While the immediate presence of Andrew Jackson may have

passed away and sunk behind the horizon of an earthly existence,

yet the gloom created by his absence will be lighted up by the

reflected brightness of his manly actions and christian virtue.

Therefore,

Resolved, That we deeply sympathize with our fellow citizens

in the loss sustained by our country, and feel rejoiced to know
that, from his last hours and sentiments, we need not mourn as

those without hope, our loss being his infinite gain.

Resolved, That, as General Andrew Jackson was a warm
friend and member of our Order, we will cause the Lodge to be

hung in appropriate mourning.
Resolved, That in the patriotic course of his life, and in the

religious sentiments of his last hours, we recognize the influence

of our principles.

At the stated meeting in July, Bro. Charles C. Ihling pre-

sented his resignation as Secretary of the Lodge. No other

Secretary was elected to fill the vacancy, a Secretary pro tem.

being appointed at each meeting.

At the December meeting, the election for officers being held,

resulted as follows: Bros. James Regan, W. M.; Wm. C. Cham-

berlain, S. W.; Adam Kendig, J. W.; Emanuel Sheaffer, Treas-

urer, and Joseph Mosher, Secretary.

There were eight initiations and four withdrawals during the

year 1845.

At the stated meeting of April 8, 1846, a colored man made

application for relief, and also intimated that he wished to visit
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the Lodge. Bro. D. D. G. M. Robert Moderwell decided that

the Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania did not recognize colored

Masons.

At the June meeting Worshipful Master Bro. James Regan in-

formed the Lodge that he expected soon to leave the United

States for England ; he therefore asked leave to resign his station

and to withdraw from the Lodge.

Bro. Regan had received information of a fortune and a

baronetcy awaiting him in England, which was the cause of his

presenting his resignation.

His request was granted by the Lodge, and a committee of

three was appointed to draft resolutions expressive of the estima-

tion in which he was held by the Lodge.

The committee having withdrawn for a short time, returned

and presented the following report, which was unanimously

adopted :

Whereas, Lodge No. 43 is called upon to sever its connection

with Worshipful Master James Regan, who has this evening sig-

nified his intention of returning to England,

Therefore, Resolved, That the Brethren in being called upon
to part with our beloved Brother, do so with extreme regret,

having in all our relations with him, either as workman or

Master, enjoyed uninterrupted harmony, pleasure and love.

Resolved, That the Brethren of this Lodge, have full confi-

dence, that the Grand Architect, in his goodness, will preserve

our worthy brother through all his trials and difficulties here on
earth, and finally remove him to a Master's seat, in the Grand
Lodge above, not made with hands, eternal in the Heavens.

Resolved, That we in parting with our beloved brother, part

with him as one whom they are assured will always wear the

" Lamb Skin" with credit to himself and this Ancient Order,

and believe he will always be found a Master workman, in every

situation in which the Great Grand Master in his providence

may place him.

Resolved, That we individually, as Brethren of the Mystic Tie,

recommend to all A. Y. M. wheresoever scattered, our worthy and
well qualified, beloved Brother James Regan, and assure them,

from his good conduct while among us, that we believe him
worthy of all confidence, and that he carries with him our lasting

esteem and brotherly love.

Signed, Philip Reitzel, P. M.
Thos. Jeffries, P. D. D. G. M.
Jos. MosHER, p. M.
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No election was held to fill the vacancy caused by the resig-

nation of Bro. Regan, Bro. D. D. G. M. Robert Moderwell per-

formed the duties of the station, presiding as Worshipful Master

for the remaining portion of the Masonic year. At the meeting

in December the brethren expressed themselves as unwilling to

dispense with the valuable services of Bro. Moderwell, and again

elected him Worshipful Master. The following Brothers were

elected to the remaining offices: Horace Haldeman, S. W.;

Charles C. Ihling, J. W.; James H. Pennell, Treas. , and Joseph

Mosher, Sec.

The custom of holding a Lodge supper on St. John's day,

which had been discontinued for some years, was this year re-

sumed, the supper being held in the long entry of the Lodge

room, and well attended by members and visitors.

During the year seventeen members were initiated, three ad-

mitted, and four withdrew.

The appointment of a Charity Committee, which custom had

been adopted a few years previously, and then discontinued, was

this year resumed, and Bros. Geo. Wilson, M. Goldsmith, C. C.

Ihling and Jos. Mosher were appointed said committee. From

that date to the present time charity committees have been

annually appointed by the Lodge.

At the stated meeting of February 17th, 1847, a donation of

$25.00 was made from the funds of the Lodge towards the relief

of the distressed poor in Ireland. The donation was made in

the name of " the friends of the distressed in Ireland." At this

meeting the S. W. Bro. Horace Haldeman resigned his station

and withdrew from the Lodge, on account of his having entered

the army. At the stated meeting held April 14th, a dispensa-

tion for the purpose being granted, an election was held to fill

the vacancy caused by the resignation of S. W. Bro. Haldeman,

when Bro. Charles E. Wentz was elected for the unexpired term.

R. W. Grand Master James Page, Esq., accompanied by his

Grand Officers, made an official visitation to the Lodge at its

stated meeting in December. The Grand Master exemplified

the Master Mason's degree, and conducted the annual election

for officers, which resulted as follows : Bros. Charles E. Wentz,

W. M.
; John Auxer, S. W.

; Junius B. Kaufman, J. W. ; Geo.

Wilson, Treas., and David King, Sec.
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Five members were initiated, two admitted, and three with-

drew during the year 1847.

During the year 1848 there were twelve initiations and three

admissions. Four members withdrew and five died.

This was a very prosperous year for the Lodge ; its affairs were

so well managed that at the expiration of his term of office the

Treasurer, Bro. Geo. Wilson, paid over to his successor the sum

of $118.93, notwithstanding there had been a number of unusual

expenses, including the purchase of two lots in the Lancaster

Cemetery for the use of the Lodge.

The election for officers at the December meeting resulted as

follows: Bros. Charles E. Wentz, W. M.; Junius B. Kaufman,

S. W.; Charles M. Howell, J. W.; Joseph Gormley, Treasurer,

and L D. Rupp, Secretary.

On St. John's day, (December 27th), the R. W. Grand Mas-

ter appointed Bro. P. M. Dr. Geo. B. Kerfoot District Deputy

Grand Master for the district of Lancaster county.

At the stated meeting of July 11, 1849, the death of ex-Pres-

ident Bro. James K. Polk, which occurred June 15th, was brought

to the attention of the Lodge by the following motion, offered by

Bro. J. D. Bachman, which was adopted: "Whereas, we have

learned with deep regret of the death of our late Brother James

K. Polk, ex-President of the United States, that this Lodge be

hung in mourning for the space of six months." On motion, a

committee of three was appointed to draft a series of resolutions

expressive of the sentiments of the Lodge on the death of our

distinguished brother. Bros. Kerfoot, Gormley and Bachman

were appointed said committee. The committee, at the stated

meeting of August 8th, reported a series of appropriate resolu-

tions, which were adopted and a copy sent to the family of the

deceased Brother.

At the stated meeting held November 14th, Bro. Charles M.

Howell offered the following motion, which was adopted : '-That

a committee of three be appointed to make arrangements to have

the Gas introduced into the Lodge room, and to dispose of the

lamps in the chandelier." Bros. Howell, Gormley and Kauf-

man were appointed said committee. The performance of this

duty occupied about one year, as " the gas " was not introduced

until the latter part of the year 1850.
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The annual election in December resulted as follows: Bros.

Junius B. Kaufman, W. M.; Charles M. Howell, S. W.; Wm.
Gormley, J. W.; Jos. Gormley, Treasurer, and John J. Keller,

Secretary.

During the year 1849, rii'ie members were initiated, two ad-

mitted, two withdrew, and two died.

The year 1850 found the Lodge in a more prosperous condi-

tion than at any time in its past history. There were funds not

only for current expenses, but also for practical charity.

At the stated meeting for April loth a movement was made

towards the accumulation of a permanent fund by a motion,

appointing a committee to inquire into the expediency of invest-

ing the funds of the Lodge. Bro. C. M. Howell, G. B. Kerfoot,

and J. J. Keller were appointed said committee and at the fol-

lowing meeting presented the following report: '' That upon

due consideration they are of opinion that the Lodge would be

greatly benefited by investing their funds in some safe loan, and

would recommend the Lodge to take early measures to have their

money so disposed of. They report that there is now in the

hands of the Treasurer a balance of about ^250.00." This

same committee also offered an amendment to the By-Laws

which was subsequently adopted, providing for the election of

three Trustees, at the annual election, and defining their duties

to be the investment of all funds over ^100 in the hands of the

Treasurer. No investment was, however, made at this time, ex-

cept the loan of ^25 to a brother member.

The funds of the Lodge, from this time, were carefully guarded,

and as a natural consequence gradually accumulated.

At a stated meeting held December nth, the committee, pre-

viously appointed for the purpose, reported that they had per-

formed the duty of having gas introduced into the Lodge Room,

and presented the bills for the same.

The election for officers resulted as follows : Bros. J. B. Kauf-

man, W. M. ; Wm. Gormley, S. W.
; J. J. Keller, J. W.

;

Charles Boughter, Treasurer, J. M. Westhaeffer, Secretary, and

Geo. Wilson, Geo. B. Kerfoot, and Robt. Moderwell, Trustees.

This was the first board of Trustees elected by the Lodge and

the office has been continued from that time to the present.
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During the year fourteen members were initiated, one ad-

mitted, three withdrew and one died.

At the stated meeting held January 8, 185 1, a communication

was received from the Building Committee of the Washington

Monument, Washington, D. C, asking aid towards the erection

of the same.

A donation of ten dollars was voted for this object ; in con-

sideration of which, the Lodge received steel plate engravings of

Genl. George Washington and of the Monument completed.

These engravings were framed by the Lodge, and are still hang-

ing on the walls of one of the rooms.

The Sarcophagus, which had been constructed within the en-

closure of the Girard College grounds as the final resting place

for the remains of our distinguished brother, Stephen Girard,

having been completed, the Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania, to

whom had been assigned the duty of having the remains removed

from the temporary to the final resting place, issued invitations to

all the Lodges throughout the jurisdiction to join them in paying

a tribute of respect to the memory of our deceased brother by

joining in a procession and depositing the remains with Masonic

honors on the 29th day of September.

At the stated meeting of August 13th, the communication be-

ing read, it was unanimously resolved that the Lodge participate

in the ceremonies, and Bros. Jos. Gormley, Chas. M. Howell,

J. J. Keller, J. M. Westhaeffer and J. H. Reigart were appointed

a committee to make the necessary arrangements. The brethren

met at the Lodge Room on Monday morning, September 29th,

at II o'clock, to the number of fifty or sixty, and proceeded to

Philadelphia, where they were assigned their place in the line.

This was one of the finest Masonic demonstrations ever seen

in Philadelphia. The regulations required every brother to wear

a full black dress suit, including swallow-tailed coat and black

neck-tie, black silk hat, white apron, white gloves, and a blue

sash from right shoulder to left hip. Every brother being thus

clothed, and the number in line being very large, the procession

presented a most beautiful appearance, and one not soon to be

forgotten by those who witnessed it. Within the enclosure of

the College grounds the brethren formed in a large double-lined
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circle around the sarcophagus, while the Grand officers de-

posited the remains with the beautiful funeral ceremonies of the

Fraternity.

Bro. P. M. Dr. Geo. B. Kerfoot, D. D. G. M., died Septem-

ber nth, and at an adjourned meeting held September 15th, the

following preamble and resolutions were unanimously adopted:

Whereas, It has pleased God in his wisdom to remove from
this life our late worthy and esteemed Brother Dr. Geo. B. Ker-
foot, D. D. G. M. Therefore

Resolved, That while we bow with submission to this bereave-

ment, we feel pleasure in bearing testimony that for a period of

fifteen years he has been a member of this Lodge, the zeal and
devotion with which he performed his duties as a Mason, made
him second to none in the Lodge.

Resolved, That we sympathize with the family of the deceased
in our mutual loss, but are comforted in the reflection that his

deportment through life is the best evidence that our loss is his

gain.

Resolved, That as a mark of our unfeigned sorrow and affection

for his memory, our Lodge be clothed in the habiliments of

mourning for the space of six months.
Resolved, That a copy of these Resolutions be sent to the

family of the deceased.

On motion, Bros. C. M. Howell, Jos. Gormley and J. J. Keller

were appointed a committee to carry the foregoing resolutions

into effect,

A monument was erected over his remains in Woodward Hill

Cemetery, which was paid for jointly out of the funds of the

Lodge and by individual subscription of the members.

The election for officers at the stated meeting in December,

resulted as follows : Bros. J. J- Keller, W. M.; Wm. M. Gormley,

S. W.; Jos. Gormley, J. W.; H. W. Hess, Treas., J. M. West-

haeffer. Sec, and Robert Moderwell, Charles M. Howell and

H. L. Zahm, Trustees.

The year 1851 was a busy one for the Lodge, not less than

twenty-one members being initiated, one admitted, six withdrew

and one died. This year the Lodge invested ^400 in city and

school bonds, which was the beginning of the permanent fund.

In these years of increased prosperity for the Lodge the custom

of holding a banquet on St. John's day was resumed. At the

close of the year an examination of the treasurer's accounts showed

a balance in his hands of ;^503.543^.
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On the death of District Deputy Grand Master Kerfoot the

Lodge petitioned the Grand Master to appoint the retiring

Master, Bro. J. B. Kaufman to that office, which was accordingly

done.

At the stated meeting of February nth, 1852, a communica-

tion was received from Bro. Maungundans, chief of the Chippewa

Indians, asking aid to educate his sons. A donation of five dol-

lars was voted him for the purpose.

In 1835 the Grand Lodge feeling the depressing effect of the

anti-Masonic excitement, its membership being greatly dimin-

ished, decided it was unnecessary to hold so large a hall as its

Chestnut Street Temple. The temple was accordingly sold to

the Franklin Institute for the sum of $110,550, and the Grand

Lodge purchased Washington Hall, Third street above Spruce

for $25,000 and removed to that place, where its meetings were

held for twenty years.

The Franklin Institute failing in their payments of the pur-

chase money, the Chestnut st'-eet property was reconveyed to the

Grand Lodge in 1841, and rented out for exhibitions, amuse-

ments, &:c.

In the early part of 1S52, a movement was made looking to

the sale of the property, and the matter was made a special order

of business for the meeting of Grand Lodge in May. Notice of

this meeting and the business to be transacted being received by

Lodge No. 43, it was resolved that all the members of the Lodge

who were members of the Grand Lodge be directed to attend

said meeting, and that the Lodge pay each member attending,

the sum of five dollars.

At the meeting of the Grand Lodge in May the question of the

sale of the Chestnut Street Temi)le, after discussion, was post-

poned. The different Lodges throughout the State appointed

Committees of Conference. Bros. Albright, Boughter and West-

haeffer were the committee appointed by No. 43.

It was finally determined not to sell the property, but to take

down the building, and erect on the site a suitable Temple to be

dedicated exclusively to Masonic purposes.

The corner-stone of this Temple was laid November 21, 1S53,

and in it was placed a list of officers and members of every Lodge
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in the district.^ It was dedicated September 26, 1855, and it

was used for Masonic purposes until after the dedication of the

Broad Street Temple in 1873. ^^ ^^'' used for various purposes

for nine years afterwards, and was sold to Wm. M. Singerly,

Esq., in 18S2.

At the stated meeting of December 8, 1852, the following

brethren were elected officers for the ensuing Masonic year:

Charles M. Howell, W. M.] H. L. Zahm, S. W.; Charles W.

Cooper, J. W.; H. W. Hess, Treasurer; J. M. Westhaeffer, Sec-

retary, and Robert Moderwell, F. H. Carpenter and J. J. Keller,

Trustees.

During the year twenty-six members were initiated, four ad-

mitted, three withdrew and one died.

In May, 1853, the Lodge donated ^20 to Fredricksburg Lodge

No. 4, Virginia, towards the erection of a monument to the mem-

ory of our illustrious Bro. Gen. George Washington.

At this same meeting it was resolved, "that each brother sup-

ply himself with a pair of white gloves, as no brother is properly

clothed unless so attired." This was the beginning of the wear-

ing of gloves by the members at meetings, a custom which has

been more strictly observed in Lodge No. 43 than perhaps any

other Lodge in the jurisdiction.

At the September meeting, $50 was donated for the relief of

the distress caused by an epidemic of cholera at New Orleans.

Bro. Capt. John Steel, Past Grand Master of the Grand Lodge

of Pennsylvania, whose residence was at the Hermitage, this

county, was an occasional visitor to the Lodge, and was re-

spected, honored and loved by all who knew him. His death

was announced to the Lodge by W. M. Charles M. Howell, at

the November meeting, and a committee consisting of Bros. H.

L. Zahm, Henry Baumgardner and S. P. Spencer was appointed

to draft suitable resolutions. The Lodge was draped in mourn-

ing for six months as a tribute of respect to his memory, and the

Lodge attended his funeral.

The election for officers at the December meeting resulted as

follows ; Bros. Charles W. Cooper, W. M.; Seth P. Spencer, S.

*A printed list of the officers and members of Lodge No. 43 being

included.



I

I

HISTORY OF LODGE NO. 43, F. & A. M. 155

W.; Elam D. Hurst, J. W.; Charles M. Howell, Treasurer; J-

M. Westhaeffer, Secretary, and F. H. Carpenter, Henry Baum-

gardner and Horace Rathvon, Trustees.

At this meeting Bros. John Barr, Jacob M. Strickler, Daniel

Herr, Peter A. Kimbry, C. S. Kaufman and John Eckert with-

drew for the purpose of instituting a new Lodge in Columbia.

Their application to the Grand T>odge for a charter was recom-

mended by Lodge No. 43, and their warrant was dated December

19, 1853, under the name of Columbia Lodge, No. 286.

During the year twenty-four members were initiated, one ad-

mitted and nine withdrew.

At this time the investments of the Lodge had increased to the

sum of $900, and the year closed with a balance of ^250.29 in

the hands of the Treasurer due the Lodge.

During the summer of 1S54 the burial lots in the Lancaster

Cemetery, the property of the Lodge, were enclosed by a sub-

stantial iron fence at an expense of ^260.

James Hutchinson, Esq., R. W. Grand Master of the Grand

Lodge of Pennsylvania, accompanied by his grand officers, paid

the Lodge an official visitation on the evening of November 8,

1854.

At the December meeting the following brethren were elected

officers for the ensuing Masonic year : Charles M. Howell, W.

M. ; E. D. Hurst, S. W.; John McCalla, J. W. ; H. L. Zahm,

Treasurer
; J. M. Westhaeffer, Secretary, and Horace Rathvon,

Henry Baumgardner and Christian Gast, Trustees.

During the year twenty members were initiated, one admitted,

two withdrew, and three died.

At this time the rights of the Lodge to title in the Hall prop-

erty were questioned by members of City Councils. The Lodge

employed counsel, who examined into the matter, and reported

that the Lodge's title was good, but that the original agreement

between the borough authorities and the Lodge had never been

recorded. The agreement was then recorded, and a clear title

was vested in the Lodge.



CHAPTER VIII.

1855-1865.

''PHE eighth decade of the Lodge's existence opened with the

I Lodge enjoying a degree of prosperity far exceeding any-

thing it had ever before experienced. The active membership

numbered 124, and in addition to the properties, furniture, re-

galia, etc., the Lodge had $900 invested in bonds, and a balance

in the hands of the Treasurer of ^528.69.

Several notes held by the Lodge against members had for a

number of years been carried by the Treasurer as cash. At the

stated meeting of February 14, 1855, on motion, the W. M.

drew his warrant for the amounts, and the notes were destroyed.

Mountain Lodge, No. 281, of Altoona, in the early part of

this year met with the misfortune of having their hall burned

down, and applied to the various Lodges throughout the juris-

diction for aid in rebuilding the same. At the March meeting

of the Lodge a donation of $25 was voted them for that purpose.

At the September meeting ^50 was donated for the relief of the

Portsmouth and Norfolk sufferers.

On September 26th the new Masonic Temple, Chestnut street,

Philadelphia, was dedicated with impressive Masonic ceremonies.

Lodge No. 43 participated, having 75 members in line in the

procession.

At the December meeting the following officers were elected

for the ensuing Masonic year : Bros. John McCalla, W. M.
;

J. J. Sprenger, S. W. ; Charles F. Shreiner, J. W. ; H. L. Zahm,

Treasurer; J. M. Westhaeffer, Secretary, and Wm. A. Morton,

John Lippincott, and Wm. M. Gormley, Trustees.

There were eighteen initiations and one withdrawal from

membership during the year.

On St. John's day, December 27th, the Right Worshipful

Grand Master appointed P. M. Bro. Charles M. Howell, D. D.

G. M. for this Masonic district.

(156)
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At the stated meeting of January 9, 1856, ^50 was donated to

the Union Dorcas Society.

At the March meeting the W. M. stated that Bro. Herman
Baugh had presented to the Lodge a cane made of wood taken

from the Old Masonic Temple at Philadelphia, which was to be

used by the W. M's. of the Lodge, each handing it down to his

successor. Bro. John Herr also presented to the Lodge a pic-

ture of the New Masonic Temple on Chestnut Street, Philadel-

phia.

On June 25th, a special meeting was called for the purpose of

considering the propriety of purchasing a lot of ground adjoin-

ing the Lodge building on the West. This lot had formerly

been an open street called Union Court, but Market Street hav-

ing been opened to West King Street there was no longer any

use for this street and it was proposed by the City Councils to

sell the same. The W. M. stated he had deemed it a case of

emergency, and had appointed a committee consisting of Bros.

Wm. Aug. Atlee, Charles M. Howell and J. B. Amweg to con-

fer with Messrs. Peter McConomy and Watson Miller in relation

to the purchase of the same, they having in conjunction with Dr.

Thomas Elmaker, agreed to purchase it along with the two pro-

perties to the west of it, from the City. Bro. Wm. Aug. Atlee

presented the report of the committee in which they stated

Messrs. McConomy and Miller would permit the Lodge to

become the purchaser of this portion of the property ; they also

presented the advantages the Lodge would derive from such pur-

chase as well as the injury which might arise from a failure to

purchase it.

On motion the following Resolution was adopted.

Resolved, That three Brethren be appointed, who together

with the W. M. and Trustees, shall constitute a committee to

purchase sixteen feet of ground adjoining our present Lodge
Room on the west, and shall proceed to erect thereon, a plain

substantial three story brick building, the first story to be a Store

Room and the second and third stories adapted for Lodge pur-

poses.

The W. M. appointed Bros. Chas. M. Howell, J. H. Barnes

and Jno. L. Atlee, Jr., as said committee.

This joint committee purchased the property from the city for



158 HISTORY OF LODGE NO. 43, F. & A. M.

the sum of $2685.31, paying $ico purchase money, the balance

it being agreed should be paid in annual installments.

On October 2d, the corner-stone of the new building was laid

with appropriate Masonic ceremonies. Bro. P. M. Chas. M.

Howell presented the corner-stone, Bros. J. J. Sprenger and

J. M. Westhaeffer (then associated together in the book and

stationery business), presented the Bible, and Bro. Treasurer,

H. L. Zahm, presented the vessels which were placed in the

corner-stone.

In the alterations to the Lodge building, the entrance back of

the old post-office was abandoned and a new entrance made at

the north-east corner of the new building fronting on Market

Square. The partitions between the Lodge room and the long

entry running along the north side of the hall, and between the

Lodge room and the two small ante-rooms were removed, mak-

ing the Lodge room its present size, and the third story of the

new building was divided into a Tyler's and two preparing

rooms—the second story of the new building (now the Armory)

being a banquet- room. The walls were papered, and new chan-

deliers, carpets and furniture purchased.

The election for officers at the December meeting resulted as

follows: Bros. J. J. Sprenger, W. M.; Chas. F. Shreiner, S. W.;

J. L. Atlee, Jr., J. W.; H. L. Zahm, Treas.; J. M. Westhaeffer,

Sec, and David Reese, Wm. A. Morton, and Jno. Lippincott,

Trustees.

During the year, sixteen members were initiated, one admitted,

five withdi'ew, and five died.

At the stated meeting of May 13, 1857, the building com-

mittee presented the following report

:

The Committee appointed by this Lodge on the 25th of June
last, to carry out its wishes in regard to the purchase of a lot of
ground from the City of Lancaster, and the erection thereon of
a substantial brick building, for Lodge and other purposes, beg
leave to report

:

That they have attended to the duties assigned them, to the

best of their ability. The lot, embracing 16 feet front on West
King St., by 40 feet deep, and immediately adjoining this Hall
on the West, has been purchased from the City, for the sum of

$2,685.31, to be paid m annual installments with interest. The
first installment to be paid on the ist of April, 1857.
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A contract was entered into with Bro. J. W. Jack, to erect the

building, according to certain specifications, for the sum of

;gi,866, to be paid upon the completion of the work.
The corner-stone was laid at high twelve on the 2d of October,

1856, with Masonic ceremonies, by the officers and members,
assisted by the Right Worshipful D. D. G. M. of Lancaster
Masonic District ; and thanks to the Great Architect above, the

building was carried on to completion without accident or any-
thing calculated to interrupt the good feelings which prevailed

among the workmen.
Your Committee, with a view to expedite the work, and pre-

vent if possible the interruption of the regular Masonic business

of the Lodge, employed Bro. John Hogendobler to make the

necessary alterations in the old Hall ; such was the nature of the

work, that we were unable to contract for it. Bro. H. was
therefore allowed so much per day, for each hand employed,
amounting in all to ;$485.79. Notwithstanding the utmost exer-

tions of the Committee to hasten forward the work, they were
subjected to many vexatious delays, which placed its completion
much beyond the time originally calculated upon. Yet it is

gratifying to know that the business of the Lodge met with no
serious interruption. At the regular stated communication in

August last, the Lodge appointed three additional members to

the Committee for the purpose of procuring suitable furniture.

This division of labor was found to work well. A number of the

Committee were convenient to the Hall, and could be easily

brought together to suit emergencies, which frequently arose in

the progress of the work.
The following presents an accurate exhibit of the receipts and

expenditures connected with the entire improvement

:

City of Lancaster.

Dr.
1856.

Aug. 12. To Cash . . . $100.00

1857
" I St Install-

ment .... 861.77
Interest on Prin-

cipal .... 99.52
Balance due City 1723.54

April I

.

^2,784.83

Cr.

1856.

Aug. 12, By lot of ground
16 ft. front on
West King St.

adjoining
present Hall $2,685.31

1857.

April I. Interest on same
to date . . . 99- 52

$2,784.83

Bro. J. W. Jack as per contract $1866 00

do Extra Work 135 00

>200I 00
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Brother Jno. Hogendobler for work in Hall .... ^485 70

Bro. Chas. M. Howell, Cash paid to Sundry persons

for Materials & Labor ^3699 03
Rec* from various sources 2992 24

Bal. due Bro. Howell $lo(> 79

To Farmers Bank, Lancaster, Note ;^2ooo 00

Geo. M. Steinman & Co 266 35
Bro. Christ" Widmyer 561 50
Sener & Sons "per Hogendobler" 147 00
Bro. John Herr 505 60
W"" H. Coryl Philad'' 559 75

" Cornelius & Baker Philad'' 192 00
" S. B. Fullerton Philad'' 185 00
" Marshbank & M'^Conkey 31 80
" Shenk & Long 63 05
" Sener & Sons " per Jack " 116 30

Carmargo Manuf. Co 300 00
Cha^ M. Howell Balance 706 79
Balance due City 1723 54

<i

ii

$7358 68

Amt. paid by Lodge 1393 01

Total Expenditures for Ground & Improvements. . . $8751 69

It now remains for the Lodge to devise some plan for the

liquidation of this debt; several have been suggested to the com-
mittee, but the one which meets with most favor is the issuing of

$100 certificates, bearing 6 per cent interest ; in this way the

Lodge will relieve itself, without the necessity of resorting to a

permanent loan.

Your Committee therefore recommend that printed certificates,

or coupon bonds be issued by the Lodge with its seal affixed,

which will render them as safe and profitable an investment as

need be desired, our whole property being pledged for their re-

demption.
The rent from the room will pay our Grand Lodge dues, so

that all our income from work, and members dues will be devoted

to the liquidation of the debt.

The Committee have insured the property to the amount of

$1500, but would now recommend an increase on this amount.
The first floor & cellar of new building has been leased to Dr.

Thos. Ellmaker, for the full term of five years, from last ist of

April, at an annual rent of ^300.
Your Committee believed that they have conscientiously dis-
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charged their duty in this matter to the Lodge, and all others

concerned, and in conclusion would suggest that the Lodge
adopt such measures as they may deem most effective in relation

to tiie safe keeping of this property.

To preserve this beautiful furniture, it must frequently pass

through the cleaning process, and this with indelicate hand ; to

affect this, the committee would recommend the employment of

a suitable woman, who under the supervision of the Tyler, would
be able to keep everything in proper order.

Respectfully submitted,

Signed, J. McCalla, Chairman.

On motion the report was received, and the Committee dis-

charged.

The following resolution was then adopted.

Resolved, that Lodge No. 43 A. Y. M. issue coupon bonds of

one hundred dollars each, interest payable semi-annually, at 6

per cent, per annum, for the whole debt of the Lodge, and that

D. D. G. M. C. M. Howell be empowered to procure said bonds
without delay, and that said bonds be signed by the W. M. &
Secretary.

The bonds were prepared in accordance with the above resolu-

tion, and during the first year twenty-seven were disposed of, as

follows :

Charles M. Howell i

Godfried M. Zahm . . . . i

Christ. Widmyer 2

Tobias H. Miller 3
Geo. M. Steinman i

Chas. F. Rengier i

Chas. A. Heinitsh i

H. R. Fahnestock i

Robert Loag i

John Herr 4

During this year the creditors of the Lodge were reduced to

three, as foUoAvs

:

Farmers' Bank of Lancaster $1700 00

Lancaster City 1223 54
Charles M. Howell 570 51

John Haar . . .

Emanuel Shober ,

J. H. Carmany .

C. C. Ihling . .

J. B. Kaufman .

H. Rathvon . .

John Rees . . .

John McCalla . .

H. Baumgardner
C. H. Breneman .

^3494 05
To which must be added 27 bonds @ 100 2700 00

Making the total debt at this time ;^6i94 05'to

I I
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This amount deducted from ^7358.68, the amount of the debt

as reported by the committee, shows a reduction of ^1164.63 in

one year. From this amount, however, must be deducted the

accrued interest on the debt, viz. : $236.92, which leaves a net

reduction of $927.71. Ten more of the coupon bonds were then

disposed of to the Brethren, and the amount applied to the pay-

ment of the claims of Bro. Charles M. Howell and the City of

Lancaster. These bonds were disposed of as follows : George

Lutz I, G. M. Zahm 6, G. M. Kline i, Horace Rathvon i, and

W. H. Gorrecht i. The Lodge was fairly launched in its era of

prosperity. These bonds were all redeemed and the entire debt

of the Lodge canceled by the close of the year 1865.

At a special meeting held November 24, 1857, W. M. Bro.

J. J. Sprenger presented to the Lodge on behalf of Bro. D. D.

G. M. Charles M. Howell a framed lithograph of Peter William-

son, Esq., R. W. Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Penn-

sylvania, also two smooth ashlers. The thanks of the Lodge

weie tendered Bro. Howell for these presents, which, are still in

the possession of the Lodge.

This special meeting being called for the purpose, the R. W.

Grand Master Peter Williamson, Esq., accompanied by his Grand

Officers, honored the Lodge with his presence. The report of

the R. W. Grand Secretary spoke in terms of the highest praise

of the doings of the Lodge and it was remarkable for the absence

of a single adverse criticism.

At the December meeting the following brethren were elected

officers for the ensuing Masonic year: Elam D. Hurst, W. M.
;

Henry Baumgardner, S. W.
; John L. Atlee, Jr., J. W. ; H. L.

Zahm, Treasurer; J. M. Westhaeffer, Secretary, and David

Reese, Charles E. Wentz and Christian Widmyer, Trustees.

During the year 1857 thirty-one members were initiated, two

admitted, and three withdrew.

At the stated meeting of March 10th, 1858, a donation of

$100 was received from P. M. Bro. James Buchanan, and at this

same meeting he was elected an honorary member, and granted

a certificate.

The election for officers at the December meeting resulted as

follows : Bros. Henry Baumgardner, W. M.
; John L. Atlee, Jr.,
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S. W. ; George M. Kline, J. W. ; H. L. Zahm, Treasurer
; J.

M. Westhaeffer, Secretary, and Christian Widmyer, Charles E.

Wentz and David Reese, Trustees.

Twenty-seven members were initiated, three withdrew and

one died during the year 1858.

On January 19th, 1859, one the most active and useful mem-
bers of Lodge No. 43, and one of the brightest ornaments in Free-

masonry in this district was lost to the Lodge on earth by the

death of Bro. P. M. Robert Moderwell.

At the stated meeting of February 9th, Bro. P. ^L John Mc-

CalJa offered the following preamble and resolutions, which

were unanimously adopted :

Whereas, It has pleased the Almighty Architect ot the Uni-
verse, in the wise dispensation of his Providence, to remove from
the scene of his earthly labors, our well-beloved Brother P. M.
Robert Moderwell, therefore

Resolved, That we deeply lament the loss sustained by Lodge
No. 43, by the bereaved family of our Brother, and the com-
munity at large ; we bow in humble submission to the Divine

Mandate, in the hopeful assurance that what is our loss, is his

gain.

Resolved, That in the death of Bro. Moderwell, Masonry has

lost one of its brightest ornaments ; one, who in prosperity and
adversity alike, exhibited the able, unflinching, and conscientious

champion of its time-honored tenets.

Resolved, That to the afflicted family of our deceased Brother,

we tender our heartfelt sympathies, commending them to the

Great Disposer of events, from whence alone cometh our aid,

for that consolation which earth can neither give nor take away.

Resolved, That the Secretary be directed to convey a copy of

these resolutions, attested by the proper officer, to the family of

our deceased Brother.

Brothers Wm. E. Loke and Jacob Neff having died about the

same time, the Lodge room was draped in mourning for three

months in memory of these departed brethren.

At the stated meeting of May nth, a donation of $20 was

made to Miss Catharine Yeates, subscription to the Mount Ver-

non Association.

Previous to the meeting of June 9, 1S59, the Charity Com-

mittee were not entrusted with any of the funds of the Lodge,

it being the custom for the W. M. or the Committee to render
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any aid in an emergency, and then present the account to the

Lodge for approval; or, the Lodge having considered an applica-

tion, the (Committee would act under the instructions received

from the Lodge. At this meeting, it was resolved to place a sum

of money to the credit of the Charity Committee, from time to

time, as circumstances required. This custom was continued

until 1864, when the present system of appropriating for that

purpose a fixed sum per annum was instituted.

The election for officers in December resulted as follows

:

Bros. John L. Atlee, Jr., W. M. ; George M. Kline, S. W.

;

Wm. Aug. Atlee, J. W.; H. L. Zahm, Treas.; J. M. Westhaeffer,

Sec, and Christ. Widmyer, John Rees, and Chas. A. Heinitsh,

Trustees.

Seventeen members were initiated, two withdrew, and three

died during this year.

During the year i860 the debt of the Lodge was reduced

^701.64, notwithstanding repairs, purchases of new regalia,

numerous acts of charity, and a donation to Western Star

Lodge No. 2, of Nebraska City, towards rebuilding their hall,

which had been destroyed by fire.

The annual election in December resulted as follows : Bros.

George M. Kline, W. M.; Wm. Aug. Atlee, S. W.; Henry Car-

penter, J. W. ; H. L. Zahm, Treas.; J. M. Westhaeffer, Sec;

and Christ. Widmyer, John Rees, and Chas. A. Heinitsh,

Trustees.

During the year thirty-three members were initiated, one ad-

mitted, five withdrew and three died.

At the breaking out of the Rebellion in 1861, the Lodge dem-

onstrated its patriotism by raising a U. S. flag on the hall. A
committee was appointed to procure the flag and make all the

necessary arrangements.

At a special meeting, called for the purpose on April 2 2d,

which was attended by ninety-three members, the ceremonies

were performed. The brethren assembled around the altar, the

Past Masters in the centre, when all took the oath of allegiance,

after which the flag was raised. A collection was then lifted,

which amounted to ^69.87, which was applied to paying for the

flag, and the balance remaining was distributed among the fam-

ilies of brethren who had left for the war.
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At this meeting Bro. D. W. Patterson received the three de-

grees by dispensation, he having enlisted a military company for

service. On motion, the following resolution was adopted:

Resolved, That the initiation fee of Bro. D. W. Patterson

($25) be donated by the Lodge to the military Company which
is commanded by him, to be appropriated as he may desire.

At the meeting of May 8, 1861, on motion of Bro. P. M. Jno.

L. Atlee, Jr., the following resolution was adopted:

Resolved, That the dues, due and accruing, during the breth-

ren's absence in the war, be remitted, and a certificate be for-

warded and charged to the Lodge.
This resolution was rescinded October 14, 1863.

During the year i86r the debt of the Lodge was reduced

$198.36, and twelve members were initiated.

The following brethren were elected officers for the ensuing

year at the December meeting: Wm. Aug. Atlee, W. M.; Henry

Carpenter, S. W.; F. S. Albright, J. W.; H. L. Zahm, Treasurer,

J. i\L Westhaeffer, Secretary, and the Trustees all reelected.

During this time, in which the Lodge was struggling with its

debt (from 1856), its Grand Lodge dues were neglected and suf-

fered to accumulate until they now amounted to ^1394. A com-

mittee composed of P. M.'s Charles M. Howell, Henry Baum-

gardner and George M. Kline, were appointed to go to Phila-

delphia and make the best compromise possible with the Finance

Committee of the Grand Lodge.

At the stated meeting of March 12, 1862, this committee re-

ported that they had met the Finance Committee of the Grand

Lodge on February 26th, and after a full explanation of the finan-

cial condition of the Lodge and expression of the committee's

views of settlement, it was agreed that the Lodge pay the sum of

$600, which would be received in full settlement of dues up to

the year 1S61. This amount, together with the amount of dues

for the year 1861 ($260) was forwarded to the Grand Lodge

officers. The Lodge, by this agreement, received an exonera-

tion of $794.

By the failure of the Lancaster Savings Institution, the Lodge

suffered a loss of $57, the settlement with the depositors being

made this year.
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At the stated meeting of December loth, the followh-ig breth-

ren were elected officers for the ensuing year: Henry Carpenter,

W. M. ; F. S. Albright, S. W. ; Edw.' W. Swentzel, J. W. ; and

the Treasurer, Secretary and Trustees were reelected.

During this year, besides the settlement of the delinquent

Grand Lodge dues, the Lodge debt was reduced $148.36, leav-

ing the entire indebtedness of the Lodge, including the thirty-

seven bonds, $4611.77.

There were^ twelve members initiated, one withdrew, and one

was expelled.

Washington's birthday, February 22, in 1863, occurring on

Sunday, the Lodge by invitation attended divine service in the

Duke Street Methodist Church, in the afternoon. The sermon

was preached by Bro. James C Meredith, the pastor of the

church at that time. Forty members of the Lodge were present.

The year 1863 was a very prosperous one for the Lodge; forty-

one members were initiated, five admitted, one withdrew and

five died. During the year $1111.77 of the debt was liquidated,

which included the balance due the City and the Farmers' Bank,

and two of its bonds, leaving the balance of the $3500 repre-

sented by the remaining thirty-five bonds held by the members.

The election for officers in December resulted as follows : Bros.

F. S. Albright, W. M. ; Edw. W. Swentzel, S. W. ; Wm. E.

Heinitsh, J. W. ; and the remaining officers were reelected.

At this meeting it was resolved to distribute $150 among the

widows of deceased members. This was the first distribution Of

the kind made by the Lodge, and it established a precedent

which has been followed to the present time, accomplishing an

immeasurable amount of good. To Bro. P. M. Charles M.

Howell belongs the credit of having proposed to the Lodge this

commendable charity.

The Lodge being now in the enjoyment of the greatest pros-

perity it had ever experienced, it was determined to celebrate St.

John's day in an elaborate manner. An elegant banquet had

been prepared and the tables spread in Fulton Hall, where 140

members and visiting brethren sat down to one of the most

sumptuous Lodge banquets ever seen in Lancaster.

On the return from the war of Bro. Col. H. A. Hambright's
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79th Regiment, Penn. Vols., on the morning of March i6, 1864,

the Lodge assembled in special meeting and proceeded in a

body to receive them.

On Wednesday evening, September 28th, the members of the

I

Lodge, to the number of fifty or sixty, accompanied by a band

of music, proceeded to York, Pa., and assisted in the ceremony

of dedicating the new Masonic Hall in that place, the brethren

returning to Lancaster on Friday following.

At the November meeting $50 were donated to Washington

Lodge No. 143, of Chambersburg, Pa., towards the relief of the

distress caused by the invasion of that portion of the State by the

Confederate army.

The year 1864 was a remarkably busy and prosperous year for

the Lodge, and it bears the distinction of witnessing the greatest

number of additions to the membership of the Lodge made in

I any one year during its existence. Sixty-seven members were

initiated, two admitted, two withdrew and eight died.

At the December meeting the following brethren were elected

officers for the ensuing year : Henry Baumgardner, W. M.
;

Wm. E. Heinitsh, S. W. ; H. C. Biggs, J. W. ; Abner D. Camp-
bell, Treasurer; Hugh S. Gara, Secretary; and the Trustees were

reelected.

Six of the bonds were called in, leaving 29 in existence; ^150

was again distributed amongst the widows of deceased mem-
bers, and $300 was appropriated for the use of the Charity

Committee.



CHAPTER IX.

1865-1875.

THE prosperity and rapid growth of the Lodge, which distin-

guished the year past, were contiued in the year 1865. The

great amount of work to be performed rendered it necessary to

hold frequent special meetings. The principal business of the

year was the conferring of degrees upon the large number of

newly elected members. Other incidents of interest were as

follows :

In February the Lodge, in conjunction with the Chapter and

Commandery, purchased a cabinet organ. This was the first

organ used by the Masonic bodies in their meetings, and it re-

mained in use until 1879, when the organ now in use was pur-

chased by the Lodge.

At the stated meeting of May loth, P. G. M. William Barger,

our Proxy in the Grand Lodge, visited the Lodge by invitation

and conferred the degrees.

At a special meeting of May 15th, the Reverend Bro. John

Chambers visited the Lodge by invitation, and delivered a very

interesting and instructive lecture. This meeting was attended

by a very large number of brethren, noticeable among whom was

our distinguished brother P. M. James Buchanan, and this was

the last time he attended a meeting of his old Lodge.

During the fall, head and foot stones were placed at the graves

of the brethren buried in the lot belonging to the Lodge, in the

Lancaster Cemetery.

At the December meeting, the following brethren were elected

officers for the ensuing year : Wm. E. Heinitsh, W. M. ; H. C.

Biggs, S. W. ; Wm. A. Morton, J. W. ; Henry Baumgardner,

Treasurer; H. S. Gara, Secretary; and C. Widmyer, Jno. Rees

and C. A. Heinitsh, Trustees.

There were forty-seven members initiated, one admitted, four

withdrew, and four died during the year.

( 168



I

HISTORY OF LODGE NO. 43, F. & A. M. 169

All the bonds outstanding against the Lodge were canceled,

and at the end of the year the Lodge was free of debt and in a

very flourishing condition.

During the year t866, twenty-six members were initiated, one

withdrew, and seven died.

The Lodge having no longer a debt, the funds rapidly accu-

mulated, and $200 were invested in city loan.

The election for officers at the December meeting resulted as

follows: Bros. Wm. A. Morton, W. I\L ; S. H. Reynolds, S.

W.
; Jno. F. Huber, J. W. ; and the other officers all reelected.

At the Quarterly Grand Communication of the Grand Lodge

of Pa., held March, 1S67, the Ahiman Rezon was amended,

establishing the representative system. Accordingly at the stated

meeting of the Lodge held March 13th, Bro. P. M. Charles M.

Ho\vell was elected Representative to the Grand Lodge from

Lodge No. 43. Bro. P. M. Howell served the Lodge accept-

ably until 1875, when he was succeeded by Bro. P. M. B. Frank

Breneman, who has been continued in office to the present time.

On the evening of July ist. Right Worshipful Deputy, and

Acting Grand Master Richard Vaux, Esq., accompanied by his

grand officers, honored the Lodge with an official visitation.

At the stated meeting of August 14th, Bros. Geo. H. Ettla,

Henry Landes and David Roth withdrew for the purpose of

joining in the formation of a new Lodge at Marietta. Their ap-

plication to the Right Worshipful Grand Lodge for a charter was

recommended by Lodge No. 43, which was granted September

5th, under the name of Ashara Lodge, No. 398.

Right Worshipful Grand Master John L. Goddard having died

in office, the Lodges throughout the jurisdiction were duly noti-

fied. Lodge No. 43 appointed a Committee to draft suitable

resolutions, and the Lodge Room was draped in mourning for

the space of three months.

During the year the Lodge extended aid to several southern

Lodges, and donated $200 towards the building of the Children's

Home in Lancaster. An additional $1000 were invested, mak-

ing the investments of the Lodge $3000.

The annual election for officers at the December meeting re-

sulted as follows : Bros. S. H. Reynolds, W. M.
; John F. Huber,
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S. W. ; David N. Russel, J. W., and the other officers were all

reelected.

During the year 1867 forty-one were initiated, twenty with-

drew, and seven died.

In February, 1868, S. W. elect, Bro. John F. Huber, M. D.,

died and was buried with Masonic honors.

Brother P. M. James Buchanan having died June i, 1868, a

special meeting of the Lodge was held on Thursday afternoon,

June 4th, for the purpose of attending his funeral. W. M. Bro.

Samuel H. Reynolds announced the object of the meeting, as

follows

:

Again, the solemn notes that betoken the dissolution of this

earthly tabernacle have alarmed our outer door. Another spirit

has been summoned to the land where our fathers have gone
before us.

Again, we visit the habitation of the dead to offer up to the

memory of a departed brother the last tribute of our affection, to

demonstrate our esteem for his noble character, and our attach-

ment to the principles of our Order.
We meet to-day to attend the funeral of the Hon. James

Buchanan, Past Master of the Lodge, who died at his residence,

"Wheatland," near this city, on Monday last.

Mr. Buchanan became a member of our order in the year 1816.

From the time he was first raised to tlie sublime degree of a

Master Mason, he exhibited great admiration for the tenets of

Free Masonry, and made marked progress in our mysteries. Ex-
emplary in his conduct, persevering in the practice of every vir-

tue, he soon gave evidence of that merit which entitled him to

Masonic privileges and honors.

In 1822 he was elected Worshipful Master of this Lodge, and
filled the office for one Masonic year. Skilled in the noble
science of the royal art, true and trusty, he discharged his

duties with fidelity, leaving, when he retired from his honorable
position, a trestle-board which would bear most critical inspec-

tion.

- I need not, on this mournful occasion, detain you by referring

to the many noble qualities which adorned the character of our
brother, in private as well as in public life.

I need not tell you how his native State, nay, how the nation

lavished honors upon him. These facts are familiar to all, and
when written by a faithful historian, will illumine a page in

American history.

In private life he was pure and upright, full of sincerity, a

giver of charity without ostentation. As a lawyer, he was em-
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inent, fearless, indefatigable and conscientious. As a public ser-

vant he exhibited inflexible fidelity to his trust, and meant to hs

true to the faith of the fathers of the Republic.

His work is finished. The Grand Master of the Universe has

removed him from the cares and troubles of this transitory exis-

tence in the Lodge on earth to a state of endless duration in the

Lodge on high.

Like all men, he had his faults. None are perfect. Let us,

however, commend and imitate his virtues—and as we drop a

tear over his grave, let us, as worthy members of an ancient and
honorable fraternity, cast around his foibles the broad mantle of

Masonic charity.

Upon the conclusion of this address, Bro. Secretary H. S.

Gara moved that a committee of five (of which the W. M. shall

be chairman), be appointed to draft resolutions expressive of our

regard for our late brother, and that the Lodge be draped in

mourning for the space of three months.

The motion was agreed to, and the W. AL appointed Bro. H.

S. Gara, Past Masters J. J- Sprenger, J. L. Atlee, Jr., Charles

E. Wentz and Bro. J. G. Peters said committee, who reported

the following preamble and resolutions:

Whereas, It has pleased the Grand Master of the Universe to

remove our Brother P. M. James Buchanan, late President of the

United States, to whose memory we now offer before the world,

the last tribute of our esteem, as a Mason, a patriot and a citi-

zen. Therefore,

Resolved, That it is the duty of every Mason to accept this

dispensation of Providence with submission, and in the future

be more alive to the sublime truths of our Order, which is

founded on Liberality, Brotherly Love, and Charity, so that

when the summons comes, we may be prepared to meet our

Great Master, in the Lodge on high.

Resolved, That we will ever hold in remembrance the many
virtues of our late brother. He was ever ready to promote the

best interest of the Fraternity, and through it the good and
welfare of society.

Resolved, That we tender to the family of our deceased
Brother our sincere sympathy, firm in the belief that the Great
Architect will fold the arms of his protection around them, if

they place their trust in him.

Resolved, That these proceedings be placed upon the minutes,

and a copy thereof sent to the family of- our deceased brother.

The resolutions were unanimously adopted.
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Bros. E. D. Hurst, J. J. Sprenger, J. P. Wickersham, Thos.

Coleman, Jere. Rohrer, A. S. Bard, W. H. Pool and Samuel

Burns were appointed carriers, and Bro. J. M. Westhaeffer, Mar-

shal. The Brethren, to the number of 200, and preceded by

the City Cornet Band, proceeded to Wheatland, where they

joined the funeral procession.

The remains of Bro. P. M. Buchanan were followed to the

grave by the largest cortege that ever attended the funeral obse-

quies of any President who died out of office. The proces-

sion was under the Chief Marshalship of Bro. P. M. Charles M.

Howell, it contained not less than 4000 people, and was two

miles in length. At the cemetery (Woodward Hill) the Breth-

ren formed a circle around the grave, and, as soon as the religious

services had been concluded, the beautiful and impressive Masonic

burial service was performed, the Brethren singing a funeral dirge

with band accompaniment, and this was one of the most impos-

ing and affecting parts of the memorable scene.

On St. John the Baptist's day, June 24th of this year, the cor-

ner-stone of the new Masonic Temple, Broad Street, Philadel-

phia, was laid with appropriate and impressive ceremonies,

Lodge No. 43 participating in the same, accompanied by a

band.

Among the charities of this year was a donation of $25 to the

fair for the benefit of Ashara Lodge, No. 398, of Marietta.

Bro. David N. Russel was elected W. M.; Bro. Adam Z. Ring-

wait, S. W. ; Bro. George K. Reed, J. W., and the other offi-

cers reelected, at the December meeting.

Twenty members were initiated, one admitted, eight withdrew,

and three died during the year.

At the stated meeting of August 11, 1869, Bro. P. M. Samuel

H. Reynolds, on behalf of Bro. S. S. Strachan, presented to the

Lodge a set of wooden Masonic emblems or working tools. Bro.

Strachan 's letter, accompanying the gift, was as follows

:

Washington, D. C, Aug. 7, 1869.

To the W. M., IVardots &^ Brethren of Lodge No. 43, A. V. M.

Brethren : For a long time I have had under consideration

the best method of expressing my profound respect for your

Lodge, for your complete and generous extension of Masonic

honors to your deceased brother, my father, some years ago.
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The selection of a fit emblem of recognition of those services

has delayed the tribute till now.
Please accept with my heartfelt wishes for your prosperity, the

Masonic emblems herewith. They are made from cedar, inlaid

with rare woods, all from the vicinity of our immortal brother's

(George Washington's) tomb at Mount Vernon, Virginia; and
were cut and brought here by myself.

The cedar forming the bulk of the memento is from a limb

overhanging Brother Washington's first tomb.

Fraternally yours, S. S. Strachan.

After the reading of this letter, Bro. P. M. Charles M. Howell

offered the following resolutions, which were unanimously

adopted :

Resolved, That Lodge No. 43 A. Y. M. accept with much
pleasure the beautiful Masonic emblems presented by Bro. S. S.

Strachan, and the Secretary be directed to convey to Bro.

Strachan the thanks of Lodge No. 43, with the fraternal regards

of all the brethren.

Resolved, That a suitable frame be placed around the Masonic
emblems, and that Bro. P. M. Reynolds be requested to prepare

a suitable inscription to be placed on the frame.

The beautiful emblems and relics are among the most valued

of our possessions, and have a conspicuous place upon one of the

walls of the Lodge rooms.

Among the charities of the year was a donation of $20 to

Prince Edwards Lodge, Va.

The election for officers in December resulted as follows

:

Bro. Adam Z. Ringwalt, W. M. ; Bro. Geo. K. Reed, S. W.
;

Bro. Wm. A. Wilson, J. W. ; and the other officers all reelected.

During the year fourteen members were initiated, three with-

drew, and nine died.

At the stated meeting of January 10, 1870, a petition was pre-

sented asking the approval of Lodge No. 43, to an application to

the Right Worshipful Grand Lodge, for a warrant to constitute

a new Lodge in this City. This petition not being in proper

form, no action was had upon it. Considerable opposition to the

movement was at this time apparent among the brethren, and a

resolution was adopted declaring it " detrimental to the dignity,

good order and peace of the Fraternity" to have another Lodge

in this City. The brethren interested in the formation of the
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new Lodge now resorted to a petition to be signed by individual

members, whose signatures were solicited outside the Lodge meet-

ings. A resolution strongly condemning this procedure was

adopted at the February meeting. The opposition was, how-

ever, gradually overcome, and at the stated meeting of May
nth, Bros. P. M. Henry Baumgardner, P. M. Wm. A. Morton,

Samuel F. Rathvon, Edward Welchans, J. Fred. Sener, Wm. Z.

Sener, H. R. Fahnestock and John A. Shultz withdrew from the

Lodge, and a petition bearing their signatures, praying the

Right Worshipful Grand Lodge to grant a Warrant to Constitute

a new Lodge in Lancaster, being read, was on motion recom-

mended to the favorable consideration of the Right Worshipful

Grand Lodge. As a result thereof, Lamberton Lodge No. 476,

was duly warranted June ist, and duly constituted June 23, 1870.

The office of Treasurer becoming vacant by the withdrawal of

Bro. P. M. Baumgardner, Bro. Charles A. Heinitsh was elected

to fill the vacancy, and Bro. P. M. John McCalla was elected to

fill the vacancy in the Board of Trustees caused by Bro. Hein-

itsh's election as Treasurer.

The report of the Trustees at the close of the year showed that

the investments of the Lodge amounted to $7200.

At the December meeting Bro. George K. Reed was elected

W. M. ; Bro. Wm. A. Wilson, S. W. ] Bro. Jere. Rohrer, J. W.,

and the other officers all reelected for the ensuing year.

During the year thirteen members were initiated, two admit-

ted, sixteen withdrew, and three died.

At the stated meeting of March 8, 187 1, a number of Brethren

withdrew their membership in the Lodge for the purpose of

formmg a new Lodge at Safe Harbor. At the April meeting

their application was recommended to the favorable considera-

tion of the R. W. Grand Lodge. A charter was granted them

on June 7th, under the name and number of Charles M. Howell

Lodge No. 496.

During the year improvements were made in the matter of

furniture—a new clock was purchased, chairs were substituted

for settees, and all were upholstered in blue rep. Among the

charities of the year was a donation of $300 to the sufferers from

the Chicago fire, which generous act called forth from the ven-
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erable Grand Secretary, Bro. John Thomson, the following

expressive approval: "Bully for Lodge No. 43 in regard to

Chicago."

During the year twenty-six members were initiated, fourteen

withdrew, and four died.

The following brethren were elected officers for the ensuing

Masonic year : Wm. A. Wilson, W. M.
;
Jeremiah Rohrer, S. W.;

B. Frank Breneman, J. W., and the other officers were all re-

elected.

At the stated meeting of May 8, 1872, Bros. Samuel Slokom,

Edwin Garrett, H. S. Kerns, John D. Harrar, Wm. H. Sproul,

Joseph D. Pownall and George Pownall withdrew for the pur-

pose of forming a new Lodge at Christiana. A resolution pray-

ing the Grand Lodge to grant their request was adopted. The

charter of Colerain Lodge No. 41 7, was transferred to them.

The accommodations for the Lodge and other bodies meeting

in the hall proving insufficient, the third-story of the McConomy
property, adjoining the Lodge rooms on the west, was rented in

November, and a door-way opened into the same.

Among the charities of this year was a donation of ^50 to the

relief of the sufferers from the Somerset fire.

At the December meeting, the following brethren were elected'

officers for the ensuing Masonic year: Jeremiah Rohrer, W. M.;

B. Frank Breneman, S. W.
; James B. Strine, J. W. ; and the

other officers were all reelected.

During the year eleven members were initiated, two admitted,

five withdrew, and four died. The investments of the Lodge at

the end of the year amounted to $10,600.

The dedication of the new Masonic Temple, Broad Street,

Philadelphia, took place on September 26, 1873, and was partic-

ipated in by a large body of Masons from this and other juris-

dictions. The officers and members of Lodge No. 43, accom-

panied by the City Cornet Band, left the City on the morning

of the 26th, arriving in time to participate in the parade. The
Lodge paraded 130 members, and was assigned the position of

the left of the third division.

During the year seven members were initiated, one admitted,

five withdrew, and two died.
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The annual election in December resulted in the following

brethren being chosen officers for the ensuing year ; B. Frank

Breneman, W. M.
; John B. Warfel, S. W. ; George R. Wel-

chans, J. W. ; and the other officers all reelected.

The year 1874 was uneventful ; eight members were initiated,

four withdrew, and five died.

The following brethren were elected officers for the ensuing

year, at the December meeting : John B. Warfel, W. M. ; Geo.

R. Welchans, S. W.
; James P. Wickersham, J. W. ; and the

other officers all reelected.

At this meeting the annual appropriation to the charity com-

mittee was increased to ^600. The investments of the Lodge at

the end of the year amounted to $12,600.



CHAPTER X.

1875-1885.

THE last decade of the century found the Lodge in the enjoy-

ment of the highest degree of prosperity, usefulness and im-

portance.

During the year 1875, the question of making improvements

to the hall was agitated. In November consent of City Councils

was obtained to erect a stairway to the hall in the west end of

the Market House on West King Street. Plans and specifica-

tions were drawn and the work begun, but the enemies of the

measure persuaded the property committee of Councils to tear

the same down, which was done at night. The Lodge being un-

willing to enter into a controversy on the subject, took no

further steps in the matter at that time.

There were eight initiations, ten were admitted, one withdrew,

and six died during the year.

The following brethren were elected officers for the ensuing

year at the December meeting : George R. Welchans, W. M.
;

James P. Wickersham, S. W. ; Henry P. Eichler, J. W. ; and

the other officers all reelected.

The year 1876 was uneventful. New regalia for the officers

and new working tools were purchased. Eight members were

initiated, one admitted, three withdrew, and three died.

The annual election in December, resulted as follows : Bros.

James P. Wickersham, W. M. ; H. P. Eichler, S. W. ; Wm. O.

Marshall, J. W. ; and the other officers all reelected.

At the stated meeting held May 9, 1877, eleven members

withdrew for the purpose of establishing a new Lodge in Mount

Joy. A resolution was adopted recommending to the favorable

consideration of the Right Worshipful Grand Lodge, their appli-

cation for a charter.

A warrant was granted them on June 6th, under the name and

number of Casiphia Lodge, No. 551.

12 (177)
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During the year 1877, five members were initiated, fifteen

withdrew, four died, and one was expelled.

At the December meeting the following brethren were elected

officers for the ensuing year : Henry P. Eichler, W. M. ; Wm.
O. Marshall, S. W.

; John Hull, J. W. ; Chas. A. Heinitsh,

Treasurer, H. S. Gara, Secretary, and Chr. Widmyer, Jno. Rees

and John B. Warfel, Trustees.

At the stated meeting of April 10, 1878, Bro. P. M. Geo. K.

Reed presented the Lodge with an engraving of the new Masonic

Temple, Broad Street, Philadelphia, which on motion was

accepted, and the thanks of the Lodge tendered Bro. Reed for

the present.

Among the charities extended by the Lodge during this year

was a donation of $50 towards the relief of the yellow-fever suf-

ferers in the southern portion of our country.

The election for officers in December resulted as follows : Bros.

Wm. O. Marshall, W. M.; John Hull, S. W.; Eliphalet Oram

Lyte, J. W., and the other officers all reelected.

During the year seven members were initiated, two admitted,

five withdrew and one died.

At the stated meeting of January 8, 1879, the By-laws of the

Lodge were revised and amended, the result being the By-laws

now in use by the Lodge.

At the stated meeting held June 9th, a motion was offered to

erect an additional story on the Lodge building. The consider-

ation of the subject was postponed to a special meeting held June

23d, when it was resolved not to erect the additional story, but

in place thereof it was resolved to improve the interior of the

hall.

The ceiling of the Lodge room was beautifully frescoed, its

side walls, as well as the walls of the ante-rooms and stairways,

were papered, the wood work was painted, a new carpet was

placed on the floor, new chandeliers, new stoves, and a new

organ were purchased, and all the Lodge furniture was repaired,

the entire improvements costing about $3,500, and when com-

plete making the Lodge room one of the handsomest in the

State.

On the evening of Friday, October 3d, the work being fin-
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ished, a reception was given by the Lodge to its members, their

families and friends. An address of welcome was delivered by

W. M. Bro. Wm. O. Marshall, which was followed by addresses

by D. D. G. M. Bro. Henry Baumgardner and P. M. Bro. B.

Frank Breneman. The exercises were interspersed with vocal

and instrumental music, and all present partook of the hospital-

ities of the Lodge in the banquet room.

Fully 1500 people participated in this reception. The fol-

lowing evening the hall was opened to the public and was vis-

ited by 5000 people.

Rear Admiral William Reynolds, a Master Mason, late a mem-
ber of Lodge No. 325, Gibraltar, died at Washington, D. C.,

November 5th, 1879. Previous to his death he expressed the

wish to be buried by Lodge No. 43. His remains arrived in

this city on the evening of the 7th, and were at once conveyed to

Masonic Hall, where they lay in state until the following morn-

ing (Saturday, November 8th), when a special meeting of the

Lodge was held for the purpose of carrying out the request of

our deceased brother. The Lodge was opened at nine and one

half o'clock, the business transacted and the Lodge closed, after

which the friends of the deceased were admitted and the beau-

tiful and impressive Lodge services for the dead were observed,

after which the Brethren, accompanied by the relatives and

friends of the deceased, proceeded to the Lancaster cemetery,

where the remains were interred with the usual Masonic cere-

monies.

R. W. Grand Master Michael Nisbet, Esq., accompanied by

his grand officers, honored the Lodge with a grand visitation on

the evening of November 12th.

At the December meeting the following brethren were elected

officers for the ensuing Masonic year: John Hull, W. M.; Eliph-

alet Oram Lyte, S. W.; Joel S. Eaby, J. W., and the other

officers all reelected.

During the year six members were initiated, two admitted, five

withdrew, and three died.

At the stated meeting held January 14, 1880, a committee con-

sisting of Bros. P. M. Charles M. Howell, P. M. Wm. O. Mar-

shall and H. S. Gara, were appointed to select a suitable testi-

monial for presentation to Bro. Charles A. Heinitsh, Treasurer.
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The committee selected a massive and very elegant silver ice

pitcher, which they had appropriately engraved. Bro. P. M.

Charles M. Howell, on behalf of the Lodge, in his usual able

and impressive manner, presented the gift to Bro. Heinitsh at

the stated meeting of the Lodge on February nth, and Bro.

Heinitsh in accepting the gift responded in feeling terms.

On Thursday morning April 8, 1880, a special meeting of the

Lodge was held for the purpose of attending the funeral of Bro.

General James L. Reynolds, late a member of Mount Lebanon

Lodge No. 226, of Lebanon, Pa. Bro. Reynolds was present

at the funeral services held in the Lodge room over the remains

of his brother, Bro. Admiral Wm. Reynolds, and was deeply im-

pressed with their beauty and solemnity, being moved to remark,

that that was the manner in which he wished to be buried when

he died. He subsequently made the request that in the event of

his death he desired to be buried by Lodge No. 43, and from

their Hall. His body lay in state in the Lodge room, and the

Lodge funeral services were observed in full, a Committee from

Mount Lebanon Lodge and the relatives and friends of the de-

ceased being present. The remains were interred in Lancaster

Cemetery with the usual Masonic ceremonies.

The following brethren were at the December meeting elected

officers for the ensuing Masonic year : Eliphalet Oram Lyte,

W. M.
; Joel S. Eaby, S. W. ; George A. Marshall, J. W., and

the other officers all reelected.

During the year 1880 but two members were initiated, the

smallest number of initiations in any one year for thirty-eight

years, two withdrew, and three died.

On September 19, 1881, our lamented Bro. Hon. James A.

Garfield, President of the United States, died at Long Branch.

Many buildings throughout the country were draped in mourn-

ing in respect to his memory. The Lodge had the exterior of

its Hall tastefully and elaborately draped for thirty days. An
extensive and destructive fire having occurred in the State of

Michigan, entailing great suffering upon its people, and aid hav-

ing been solicited from all parts of the country, the Lodge do-

nated the goods used for the above purpose, and ^25 in money

towards their relief.
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In November of this year the I^odge purchased eight addi-

tional burial lots in the Lancaster Cemetery.

The annual election for officers held December 14, 1881, re-

sulted as follows : Bros. Joel S. Eaby, W. M. ; George A. Mar-

shall, S. W.
; James B. Strine, J. W., and the other officers all

reelected.

During the year five members were initiated, and one died.

The Sesqui-Centennial Anniversary of the Grand Lodge of

Pennsylvania was observed with appropriate ceremonies in the

Grand Lodge room of the Masonic Temple, Broad and Filbert

streets, Philadelphia, and in the American Academy of Music,

and by a grand street parade on St. John's day, June 24th, 1882.

Lodge No. 43 having resolved to participate in the celebration,

the officers and members of the Lodge to the number of one

hundred and accompanied by a band of music, embarked on the

morning of the 24th, and participated in the ceremonies and

parade. «

On November 17th a special meeting being called for the pur-

pose, R. W. Grand Master Samuel B. Dick, Esq., accompanied

by his grand officers, honored the Lodge with an official visita-

tion.

At the stated meeting in December, the following brethren

were elected officers for the ensuing Masonic year : George A.

Marshall, W. M.
;
James B. Strine, S. W.

;
Joshua L. Lyte, J. W.;

and the other officers all reelected.

During the year thirteen members were initiated, one with-

drew, and two died.

At the stated meeting October 10, 1883, Bro. P. M. Charles

M. Howell stated that there was now an opportunity to make a

decided improvement in our Lodge building by uniting with the

city authorities in a proposed remodeling of the same. On mo-

tion a committee of five members was appointed to confer with

the property committee of Councils in the proposed alterations.

A proposition was made to Councils to tear down the entire

structure, the Lodge at its own expense to erect a new building

on the site of the old, the title to rest in the Lodge, and the

city to receive a perpetual lease for the use of such apartments

as is necessary for the accommodation of the city officials. Coun-
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cils failing to accept the proposition or to propose any accept-

able substitute, the whole matter was dropped.

The annual election for officers held December 12, 1883,

resulted as follows : Bros. James B. Strine, W. M.
;
Joshua L.

Lyte, S. W.
; John C. Carter, J. W. ; C. A. Heinitsh, Treas-

urer ; H. S. Gara, Secretary, and C. Widmyer, John Rees, and

Jere. Rohrer, Trustees.

During the year 1883 seven members were initiated, two ad-

mitted, and one withdrew.

At the stated meeting held May 10, 1884, the Trustees re-

ported that they had been making an earnest effort to obtain an

entrance to the Lodge rooms from West King Street, and that

they had succeeded in obtaining the consent of Select and Com-

mon Councils. The following is a copy of the proceedings fur-

nished the Trustees by Clerk of Select Councils.

Lancaster, September 5, 1884.

To the Trustees of Lod<ge No.\i, A. V. M.

Gentlemen : The following communication was presented to

Select Councils on Wednesday evening, September 3, 1884, by
the Property Committee, and passed, Common Council concur-

ring in the action of Select Council.

In November, 1875, Councils passed a resolution giving per-

mission to Lodge No. 43, A. Y. M. to erect at their own
expense, a stairway and entrance from West King Street to their

Lodge room, the said Lodge giving up their right to an entrance

and stairway in the rear of the room formerly occupied by the

U. S. Post Office. The said stairway to be 5^ feet wide, and
constructed as indicated in an accompanying draft.

Application has been made to your Property Committee now
to make this stairway, and your Committee consented to the

making of the same in accordance with the provisions of the

foregoing resolution. Provided, Lodge No. 43 can get the con-

sent of the tenant occupying the restaurant in the old Market
House, without in any way affecting the lease between the City

and said tenant.

Geo. B. Keller,
Clerk of Select Council.

The Trustees reported they had obtained the consent of the

tenant of the restaurant to proceed with the work, they having

paid him the sum of thirty dollars, and he having signed a con-

tract permitting them the free use and right of ingress and egress
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for the purpose of erecting the stairway and permitting the re-

moval of the window and awning in front of the building.

On motion it was unanimously agreed that the Trustees and

Bros. S. W. Joshua L. Lyte, and P. M. Wm. O. Marshall be

constituted a building committee to have the stairway erected at

once.

The work was begun the latter part of September, 1884, and

was finished the beginning of February, 1885. The work com-

pleted cost about $2300, and is one of the most substantial, con-

venient and handsome entrances and stairways to any hall in the

State.

At the stated meeting of the Lodge held December 10, 1884,

the following brethren were elected officers for the ensuing

Masonic year: Joshua L. Lyte, W. M.
; John C. Carter, S. W.;

Geo. B. Willson, J. W. ; Chas. A. Heinitsh, Treasurer; H. S.

Gara, Secretary; and Christ. Widmyer, John Rees and Jeremiah

Rohrer, Trustees.

During the year 1884, seven members were initiated, one ad-

mitted, three withdrew, and four died.

In the year 1885, previous to the Centennial celebration, four

members were initiated.

During the one hundred years of the existence of the Lodge,

1089 members have been initiated and 108 admitted to member-

ship, making a grand total of 119 7 members.

The records, which for a number of years were imperfectly

kept, show the following figures: 369 withdrew, 251 stand sus-

pended, 25 were placed in good Masonic standing, 23 were made
by dispensation, never becoming members, 12 were expelled, and

165 died. The membership of the Lodge on April 21st, 1885,

was 269. These figures leave 83 of the members unaccounted

for, the majority of whom doubtless died while members in good

standing.

During the century of its existence, 75 members of the Lodge

occupied the Oriental Chair in the East. 34 of these 75 are liv-

ing at the present time, 29 of whom are still members of the

Lodge in good standing, the remaining five having withdrawn.

Eight of them, viz. : Bros. Jeremiah Mosher, George H. Whit-

taker, Ebenezer Wright, Henry Keffer, Thomas Jeffries, Robert
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Moderwell, Charles M. Howell and Henry Baumgardner were

each at two different times elected to that responsible position,

while Bro. Jacob Carpenter was three different times, and Bro.

William Kirkpatrick was six different times so elected.

The oldest living Past Master of the Lodge is Bro. J. Henry

Brown, who was Worshipful Master from St. John's day 1844 to

1845. -^^ withdrew from the Lodge in 1849, ^^^ was admitted

a member of Philadelphia Lodge No. 72, where he still holds

membership.

The oldest living member of the Lodge is Bro. Christian Gast,

who was made a Mason on January 10, 1838.

Since the creation of the office of District Deputy Grand

Master, this Masonic district has been presided over by fifteen

distinguished brethren in that capacity. They were the follow-

ing:

December 1823 to 1825.

1825 to 1830.

Bro. James Buchanan .

Bro. George B. Porter

Bro. Samuel Humes. .

Bro. Nathaniel W. Sample
Bro. Thomas Jeffries .

Bro. Robert Moderwell
Bro. Geo. B. Kerfoot

.

Bro. J. B. Kaufman . .

Bro. Jacob Albright .

Bro. Chas. W. Cooper
Bro. Charles M. Howell
Bro. Fitz James Evans.
Bro. Henry Baumgardner
Bro. B. Frank Breneman
Bro. Wm. A. Morton . .

J

1830 to 1832
1832 to 1837
1837 to 1839
1839 to 1848
1848 to 1851

1851 to 1852
1852 to 1854
1854 to 1855

1855 to 1874
1874 to 1875

1875 to 1880
1880 to 1882

1882.

Bro. Sample was a member of Philanthropic Lodge No. 104,

and Bro. Evans, of York Lodge No. 266. The remaining thirteen

were all Past Masters of Lodge No. 43, two of them, however,

Bros. Baumgardner and our present worthy and efficient District

Deputy, Bro. Morton, are members of Lamberton Lodge, No.

476, they having withdrawn from Lodge No. 43, for the purpose

of joining in the formation of No. 476.

The season of prosperity which set in for the Lodge in the latter

third, continued to the end of the century; when an inventory

of her possessions presents the following :
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Value of Regalia, Lodge Furniture, etc $3,000 00
" " Real Estate about 15,000 00

Investments (Bonds and Mortgages) 16,000 00

Total $34,000 00

Thus we find Lodge No. 43 enters upon the second century

of her existence with a membership of 269, a wealth of $34,000;

and, after a chequered and interesting history, occupies a posi-

tion, for usefulness and importance, second to none under the

jurisdiction of the Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania.
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^Drder df Exercises,-^-

>5( AFTERNDDN, ©

1 Dpening at 2 o'clock, P, M. ,

2, Short iiddress by the Worshipful Master,

3, Sketch of the History of the Lodge by the HistoriaTi,

George R, ^Zelchans, P, M,

4, Short AddressEs by TVEembBrs and others,

5, Closing,

»j« t^, ^

EVENING,

The Members and Visiting Brethern urill meet at the

Lodge Rnnm in full Masonic Dress, at 'ZiDD o'clock, and

proceed in a body at 7:15 to Maennerchnr Hall, where the

Banquet AA/ill take place at 7i3n 'clock.
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LANCASTER, PA,

HrnthEr i

A Special MeEting of Lndge No, 43,

F, ^^^ A, M,, win be held at Masonic Hall,

Dn Tuesday, the 2l5t Day dI April, A, L, SBBS,

At 2 D 'clack, P, M,, to Celebrate the Centennial

Anniversary of the Lodge,

By nrdEr nf

JDSHUA L, LYTE, W, M,

HUGH S. DARfi, Sec'y.



p®RRieEI^S..-

.TOSHTTA L. LYTE, Worshipful Master.

JOHN C. CARTER, Senior Warden. GEORGE B. WILLSON, Jun. Warden.

CHARLES A. HEINITSH, Treasurer. HUGH S. GARA, Secretary.

WILLIAM O. MARSHALL, Chaplain.

GEORGE H. R0THP:RMEL, S. I). FRANK H. COBLE, .Tun. Deacon.

JACOB P. SHIRK, S. M. of C. JOHN W. LANSINGER. J. M. of C.

WM. D. WEAVER. Pursuivant. GEORGE LUTZ. Tyler.

C. WTPMYER,

. TRUSTEES . . .

JOHN REES, P. M. JERE ROHRER.

i

CHARITY COMMITTEE.
P. M. GEORGE R. WELCHANS, P. M. JOEL S. E.\BY.

P. M. WILLIAM O. MARSHALL.

CHARLE.S E. WeNTZ,

Junius B. Kaufpman,

Chas. M. Howell,

John McCalla,

J. J. Sprenger,

E. D. Hurst,

John L. Atlee, Jr..

George M. Kline,

Wm. Ai'G. Atlee,

PAST MASTERS.
Henry Carpenter,

Samuel H. Reynolds,

David N. Russell,

Adam Z. Ringwalt,

George K. Reed,

William A. Wii^on,

Jere Rohrer.

B. Frank Breneman,

John B. Warfki.,

(iEO. R. WELf'HANS,

James P. Wickersham,

Henry P. Eichler,

William O. Marshall,

John Hull,

Eliphalet Oram Lyte,

Joel S. Eaby,

George A. Marshall,

.Tames B. Strink.



CENTENNIAL CELEBRATION.

THE following is an account of the preparation for the Cen-

tennial Celebration of Lodge No. 43, F. & A. M., and the

manner in which it was celebrated.

At the stated meeting of the Lodge held October 8, 1884, on

motion of Bro. P. M. George R. Welchans, it was unanimously

resolved, that a Committee consisting of the Past Masters and

present officers of the Lodge, be appointed to make all the neces-

sary arrangements for the celebration of the approaching Cen-

tennial of Lodge No. 43.

The committee consisted of the following Brethren :

B. Frank Breneman, P. M.,

John B. Warfel, P. M.,
Geo. R. Welchans, P. M.,

James P. Wickersham, P. M.,

Charles E. Wentz, P. M.,
Junius B. Kaufman, P. M.,
Charles M. Howell, P. M.,

John McCalla, P. M.,

J. J. Sprenger, p. M.,
E. D. Hurst, P. M.,

John L. Atlee, Jr., P. M.,
Geo. M. Kline, P. M.,
Wm. Aug. Atlee, P. M.,
Henry Carpenter, P. M.,
Samuel H. Reynolds, P. M.
David N. Russel, P. M.,
Adam Z. Ringwalt, P. M.,
George K. Reed, P. M.,
William A. Wilson, P. M.,

Henry P. Eichler, P. M.,
William O. Marshall, P. M.,

John Hull, P. M.,
Eliphalet O. Lyte, P. M.,

Joel S. Eaby, P. M.,
George A. I\L\rshall, P. M.,

James B. Strine, W. M.,
Joshua L. Lyte, S. W.,
John C. Carter, J. W.,
Charles A. Heinitsh, Treas.,

Hugh S. Gara, Sec.

Jere. Rohrer, p. M.,
I

The Committee met and organized by electing Bro. P. M.

B. Frank Breneman Chairman, and Bro. S. W., Joshua L.

Lyte Secretary.

It was resolved to have the celebration on April 21, 1885, it

corresponding to the date of our warrant, viz. : April 21, 1785.

On motion of Bro. P. M. Geo. K. Reed, a Committee con-

(187)
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sisting of Bros. B. Frank Breneman, Joshua L. Lyte, Hugh S.

Gara, Charles M. Howell, and Chas. E. Wentz, was appointed

to prepare a programme of exercises.

The programme adopted was as follows :

Afternoon.

1. Opening of the Lodge at 2 o'clock, P. M.

2. Address by the Worshipful Master.

3. Sketch of the History of the Lodge by the Historian, P. M.

George R. Welchans.

4. Addresses by members and others.

5. Closing.

Evening.

The members and visiting brethren to meet at the Lodge-room

in full Masonic dress, at 7:00 o'clock, and proceed in a body at

7:15 to Maennerchor Hall, where the banquet would take place

at 7:30 o'clock.

The following sub-committees were appointed to carry out the

programme which had been adopted :

Committee on Banquet : Bros. Jere. Rohrer, Chairman ; Geo.

B. Willson, John B. Warfel, Geo. R. Welchans, Geo. A. Mar-

shall, Wm. Aug. Atlee and James B. Strine.

Committee on Printing: Bros. Joshua L. Lyte, Chairman;

Wm. O. Marshall, Joel S. Eaby, H. S. Gara, and Wm. A.

Wilson.

Invitations were extended to the Grand Officers and Past

Grand Masters of the Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania, the offi-

cers and members of Lamberton Lodge No. 476, the Masons

residing in Lancaster who were not affiliated with either of the

two Lodges, the Worshipful Masters of the remaining Lodges

in Lancaster county, and to a number of distinguished members

of the fraternity throughout the country.

The invitation to the celebration was printed on a heavy card

in a very attractive style, a fac simile of which is given at the

opening of this chapter.

The Worshipful Master issued a notice for the meeting of the

Lodge, a fac simile of which is here given.
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Accompanying the invitation and the notice of the meeting

was the following circular

:

CENTENNIAL ANNIVERSARY. 1785-1885.

Lodge 43, F. A. M., ]

Lancaster, Pa., March 30, 1885.
j

Dear Sir &= Brother : In order that a seat may be assigned

to you at the Banquet, you are earnestly requested to let us know
whether you will be present or not. Please reply so that we may
receive your answer not later than April 10, 1885.

Yours fraternally, Joshua L. Lyte, W. M.,
Secretary Centennial Committee.

The following letters and telegrams were received in response

to the invitations:

From the Right Worshipful Grand Master.

Philadelphia, Pa., April 21, 1885.

Joshua L. Lyte, Esq., Worshipful Master, Lodge 43.

Am m the midst of a jury trial, and very sorry not to be able

to join you. Best wishes for your renewed prosperity.

E. C. Mitchell, Grand Master.

From the Right Worshipful Deputy Grand Master.

Pittsburgh, April 3, 1885.

Joshua L. Lyte, Esq., Lancaster, Pa.

Dear Sir ^ Brother : The invitatioa to attend the Centen-

nial Anniversary of Lodge No. 43, has been received.

Owing to other engagements about that time I shall not be

able to be present, and very much regret that such is the case.

Thanking you for the courtesy, and hoping you may all have a

most enjoyable occasion, I am
Yours fraternally, Jos. Eichbaum.

From the Right Worshipful Junior Grand Warden.

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania,
]

Department of Internal Affairs, I

Harrisburg, April nth, 1885.]

Joshua L. Lyte, W. M., Secretary Centennial Comtnittee of Lod^e
No. 4j, F. &^ A. M., Lancaster, Pa.

Dear Sir d^ Brother : Temporary absence from this city pre-

vented me from replying by the loth instant, as requested, to

the fraternal invitation to be present at the Centennial Anniver-

sary of your Lodge, to be held on Tuesday the 21st instant. I

regret to say that on examining my calendar I find the stated
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meeting of our Board of Pardons to be fixed for 3^ o'clock on
that day ; I also find a subpoena to appear as a witness in a land
case in one of our County courts that week. I am anxious to be
present, but as matters look now it seems that I shall be deprived
of the pleasure of meeting my Lancaster brethren on that occa-

sion.

Thanking your Committee for your kind consideration, I am,
Fraternally yours, J. Simpson Africa.

From Past Grand Master Thomson.

Philadelphia, April 7, 1885.

Joshua L. Lvte, Esq., W. M., Secretary Centennial Committee.

Dear Sir 6^ Brother : I have the honor to acknowledge receipt

of your fraternal invitation to be present at the Centennial
Anniversary of Lodge No. 43, F. & A. M., on Tuesday, April

21, 1885. I sincerely regret that I am physically unable to

attend, and 1 desire to express to the members through you, my
sincere and hearty good wishes for the continued prosperity of

the Lodge. Very truly and fraternally yours,

John Thomson.

From Past Grand Master Lamberton.

The Lehigh University,
]

South Bethlehem, Pa., \

President's Room, April 13, 1885.

)

Joshua L. Lyte, Esq., W. M., No. 43, Secretary Centennial Com-
mittee, Lancaster, Pa.

Dear Sir 6^ Brother : My absence from home for the past

month has prevented an earlier acknowledgment of your frater-

nal invitation to be present at the celebration of your Centennial
Anniversary on th^2ist inst. To my great regret, I cannot be
with you. I thank you for the invitation.

You have my earnest wishes for a successful celebration, and
for the continued welfare and prosperity of your Lodge.

Yours fraternally, R. A. Lamberton.

From Past Grand Master Day.

Philadelphia, April 15, 1885.

J. L. Lyte, Esq., Lancaster, Pa.

Dear Sir 6^ Brother: Since I accepted the invitation to your
Centennial Anniversary on the 21st, my cold has developed into

bronchitis, and I am used up for the present. The Doctor says

I must not go to Lancaster under any circumstances, nor go out

at night, hence I am reluctantly compelled to stay at home.
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I hope you may have a good time, however, and I feel sure

you will. I had looked forward with a great deal of pleasure

towards participating with you, as I desired very much to meet
some of our Brethren of your Lodge and city again. I have de-

layed writing as long as possible, hoping to be better, but I am
sorry to say I do not feel able to be with you.

Fraternally yours, Conrad B. Day.

From Past Grand Master Nisbet.

Office oe the Grand Secretary,
]Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania, F. & A. M., I

Masonic Temple, Philadelphia, April 15th, 1885.

)

My Dear Sir ^Brother : I regret that in consequence of

the sudden death of a sister I will not be able to attend the Cen-
tennial Anniversary of Lodge No. 43, on the 21st instant.

Yours fraternally,

Michael Nisbet, Grand Secretary.

To Joshua L. Lyte, W. M., Secretary Centennial Committee.

From Grand Chaplain Whitehead.

Bishop's House, Ellsworth Ave., |

Pittsburgh, March 31, 1885. j

Joshua L. Lyte, W. M.

Dear Sir 6^ Brother : Your courteous invitation to take part

in the exercises commemorative of the Centennial of Lodge No.

43, F. & A. M., is received, and I hereby gratefully acknowledge
your fraternal kindness.

It is with regret that I find myself debarred because of pre-

vious engagements from accepting the invitation so kindly given.

I trust that the occasion may be 'for all concerned a most
joyous and satisfactory one.

Fraternally yours, Cortlandt Whitehead.

From Grand Chaplain Getz.

West Philadelphia, Pa., April 6, 1885.

Joshua L. Lyte, W. M., Lodge No. 43.

Dear Sir ^^ Brother : Thank you very much indeed for the

kind invitation to attend the Centennial Anniversary of your
Lodge.

It would give great pleasure, I can assure you, to be present

on that most interesting occasion, but I regret sincerely that it

will not be possible to do so.

I trust you may have a profitable and joyful time, and that
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prosperity may continue to favor the Lodge, as well as every

individual brother belonging to it.

With statements of personal regard and esteem, I am,
Fraternally, Henry S. Getz.

From Grand Chaplain Robins,

Philadelphia, April i, 1885.

Dear Sir &= Brother : I desire to acknowledge the receipt of

your courteous invitation to participate in the Centennial Anni-
versary of Lodge No. 43, Lancaster, Pa.

It would give me very great pleasure to be with you upon this

occasion, but, very much to my regret, I shall be unable, on ac-

count of pressing engagements to be absent from Philadelphia on
the 2ist instant.

Will you tender to the Lodge my congratulations upon the

event which they, with very proper pride, now celebrate, and my
earnest wishes for its continued prosperity ?

Be assured that I entirely appreciate the honor which has been

done me in extending me an invitation to your festivities, and of

the esteem and regard with which, I am,
Sincerely and fraternally yours,

James W. Robins, Grand Chaplain.

Joshua L. Lyte, Esq., W. M., Lodge No. 43.

From Grand Chaplain HIrsch.

Philadelphia, April i, 1885.

To Joshua L. Lyte, W. M., Lancaster, Pa.

Dear ^^ Respected Brother : Your kind invitation to be pre-

sent at the Centennial Anniversary of Lodge No. 43, F. & A.

M., is at hand.
Grateful for your fraternal courtesy, I beg leave to express my

deep-felt regrets, that bodily ailments, and other obligations for-

bid me to respond personally to your kindness. My prayers are,

may the Gr. Ar. of the U. grant your respected Lodge a new
seculmn of prosperity and continued brotherly love.

Truly yours. Dr. Samuel Hirsch.

From Grand Chaplain Delo.

Clarion, Pa., April 8, 1885.

Joshua L. Lyte, W. M., Secretary Centennial Committee, Lodge
No. 43, Lancaster, Pa.

Dear Sir 6^ Brother : I thank your committee for your fra-

ternal invitation to be present at your Centennial Anniversary.

I am sorry circumstances prevent my presence.
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I congratulate you on your successfully building a century col-

umn in the history of this our truly ancient fraternity. I wish

you all prosperity. May your lights be always trimmed and
burning and yourselves ready to do the Master's work.

Fraternally, B. F. Delo, P. M.,
Clarion Lodge No. 277.

From Grand Chaplain Miller.

Easton, Pa., March 30, 1885.

Joshua L. Lyte, W. M., Secretary Cettfetuiial Committee.

Dear Sir &= Brother : Accept my thanks for the invitation to

attend the Centennial Anniversary of Lodge No. 43, F. & A.

M. I regret to say that my engagements are such that it will be

impossible for me to be present. Wishing you and the Brethren

a very pleasant meeting, I am
Yours sincerely, Frank D. Miller.

From Grand Junior Deacon Pattison.

Executive Departmext,
'

Commonwealth of Pexxsylvaxia,
Office of the Goverxor,

Harrisburg, March 31, 1885.

Joshua L. Lyte, W. M., Secretary Centetinial Comtnittee, Lodge
No. 43, F. & A. M., Lancaster, Pa.

Dear Sir &" Brother : I am in receipt of your kind invitation

to attend the Centennial Meeting and Banquet of your Lodge
of F. and A. M., for which you have my sincere thanks, but I

very much regret that my engagements cover the 21st of April

—the time fixed—and that I shall be obliged to be absent.

I am, my dear sir.

Fraternally yours, Robert E. Pattison.

From Grand Sword Bearer Chasteau.

Philadelphia, April 4, 1885.

Joshua L. Lyte, Esq., Secretary, etc.

W. Dear Sir &= Brother : Your very kind invitation found

me an invalid.

Truly do you preside over ye ancient and honorable Lodge.

It would afford me great pleasure to be with you, but sickness

prevents.

Trusting you may have every enjoyment, I am
Fraternally yours, Louis M. Chasteau.

13
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From Rob. Morris, P. G. M.

AsTOR House, New York, March 30, 1885.

Joshua L. Lyte, Esq., W. M., Lodge No. 43, Lancaster, Pa.

Wor. 6^ Dear Brother : The reception of your kind invite

to your Centennial causes mingled pain and pleasure. Pride at

feeling I am so graciously remembered at your venerable place,

is blended with profound regret that my engagements absolutely

forbid my presence. It will be an occasion for you all to be

proud of, and I know enough of Lancaster Masons to feel sure

your proceedings will be crowned with success.

If there is room for my contribution* I shall be happy to offer

it as an humble token of my admiration and esteem.

With cordial good wishes,

Your obliged Brother, Rob. Morris.

From John W. Simons, P. G. M.

New York, April i, 1885.

W. Bro. Joshua L. Lyte, Lancaster, Pa.

Dear Sir 6^ Brother : I am in receipt of your very kind invi-

tation to participate in the exercises at the Centennial of Lodge
No. 43, and should be delighted to accept were it in my power.

But alas, the treadmill of duty holds me fast ; but you have

my best wishes for a pleasant time, and my hope that the exist-

ence of your lodge may continue into centurial years.

Fraternally, Jno. W. Simons, P. G. M.

From John Mills Browne.

Navy Department. ]

Washington, April 3, 1885. j

B. Frank Breneman, Esq., P. M., Chairman etc., etc.,

Dear Sir 6^ Brother : I have the pleasure to acknowledge the

receipt of an invitation to be present at the Centennial Anniver-

sary of Lodge, No. 43, F. & A. M., Lancaster, Pa., on the 21st

instant.

I have deferred its reply until the present, hoping to be' able

to accept, but having been ordered as a member of a general

court-martial, which presumably will be in session at the time,

I have, with much regret, to declare my inability to participate

with the B. B. at the memorable festivity.

Convey to the B. B. my due appreciation of the courteous at-

tention, and accept assurances of my high fraternal considera-

tion. Faithfully yours,

Jno. Mills Browne.

*Bro. Morris' contribution, "Centennial Poem," will be found on page 203.
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From Henry R. Coleman.

Louisville, Ky., April 6, 1885.

J. L. Lyte, Esq., Secretary Centennial Anniversary Committee.

My Dear Sir 6^ Brother: Permit me to thank you most
heartily for the cordial and fraternal invitation to join you in the

Anniversary Celebration of the Centenary of your Lodge, No.

43, F. & A. M., Lancaster, Penn. It would give me great pleas-

ure to be there, but duties which are absolute at this time, pre-

clude the pleasure. I can therefore only send you my warmest
wishes for the entire success of the occasion.

I lay the elegant card of invitation, &:c., away with my other

Masonic treasures.

My absence from home delayed my answer.

With fraternal esteem, H. R. Coleman.

From Edwin G. Martin, P. M.

Allentown April 4, 1885.

Bro. B. Frank Breneman, Chairman Commmittee of Arra7ige-
?nents.

Dear Brother : I am sorry that I cannot accept your kind invi-

tation to be present, to join with you in celebrating the Centen-

nial Anniversary of Lodge No. 43, F. & A. M., on Tuesday,

April 21, 1885.
Be kind enough to present my compliments to the officers of

Lodge No. 43, and to the Brethren of the Committee.
Fraternally yours, &c., Edwin G. Martin.

From H. Stanley Goodwin, P. M.

South Bethlehem, Pa., April 21, 1885.

Master or Secretary of Masonic Lodge, 43.

I greatly regret that I am hindered from going to Lancaster.

Please accept my best wishes for future centuries.

H. S. Goodwin.

From Brother Charles F. Rees, Lodge No. 43.

Millersville, April 6, 1885.

J. L. Lyte, Esq.

Dear Sir &= Brother: While I return my sincerest thanks to

the Honorable Lodge No. 43 for their kind invitation to their

Centennial Anniversary, I deeply regret to say that it is impos-

sible for me to be present, as I am, and have been, sick for five

months and unable to leave the house. O how much would I

have liked to attend this festival in the midst of my Brethren of



196 HISTORY OF LODGE NO. 43, F. & A. M.

our Lodge, as I did attend a similar one forty-five years ago,

namely, the Centennial Anniversary of the National Grand Lodge
of Prussia, called "The Three Globes," which was held at Ber-

lin in 1840. But at that time I was a young robust man, while

now I am an old man, sick and crippled.

Wishing all the respected Brethren the greatest pleasure and
enjoyment, I remain with much respect

Your obedient servant and Bro., Chas. F. Rees.

Regrets were also received from the following named Brethren ;

David Conyngham, Paradise, Pa., Lodge No. 43.

Samuel Eby, Elizabethtown, Pa., Lodge No. 43.

John H. Grove, Philadelphia, Pa., Lodge No. 43.

Christian J. Hiestand, Florin, Pa., Lodge No. 43.

Francis A. Lyte, Minneapolis, Minn., Lodge No. 43.

John W. Myers, Philadelphia, Pa., Lodge No. 43.

Charles H. Nauman, Haulover, Fla. , Lodge No. 43.

Jacob Stoner, Jr., Lancaster, Pa., Lodge No. 43.

George W. Wood, Grand Marshal, Philadelphia.

Rev. Luther F. Smith, Grand Chaplain, Mount Union, Pa.

S. Kingston McCay, Grand Steward, Philadelphia.

George W. Kendrick, Jr., P. M., Philadelphia, Lodge No 59.
Edgar A. Tennis, P. M., Thompsontown, Lodge No. 371.

J. Willis Westlake, P. M., Millersville, Pa., Lodge No. 476.

John V. Montgomery, Millersville, Pa., Lodge No. 476.

Rev. C. F. Knight, Lancaster, Pa., Winslow Lewis Lodge, Mass.

Milton J. Brecht, Lancaster, Pa., Lodge, No. 551.
William B. Hall, Lancaster, Pa., Lodge No. 25, Conn.
Coe Mulock, Lancaster, Pa., Lodge No. 407, New York.

THE MEETING OF THE LODGE.

The Lodge was opened at 2:15 o'clock p. m., with the fol-

lowing officers present :

Joshua L. Lyte, Worshipful Master.

John C. Carter, Senior Warden.
James B. Strine, P. M., as Junior Warden.
Charles A. Heinitsh, Treasurer.

Hugh S. Gara, Secretary.

William O. Marshall, Chaplain.

George H. Rothermel, Senior Deacon.
Frank H. Coble, Junior Deacon.
Jacob P. Shirk, Senior Master of Ceremonies.

John W. Lansinger, Junior Master of Ceremonies.
William D. Weaver, Pursuivant.

George Lutz, Tyler. .
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A letter was read from Bro. George B. Willson, Junior Warden,

stating that he could not be present at the Centennial on ac-

count of the serious illness of his brother at Bradford.

This Centennial meeting of Lodge, No. 43, was one of the

largest and most successful meetings the Lodge ever held.

Nearly two hundred and fifty Masons occupied seats in our

beautiful Lodge Room.

The Right Worshipful Senior Grand Warden, Bro. Clifford P.

MacCalla, the Right Worshipful Grand Treasurer, Bro. Thomas

R. Patton, of the Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania, and District

Deputy Grand Master, Bro. William A. Morton, honored the

Lodge with their presence.

Among the distinguished visitors were Bro. Charles E. Meyer,

P. M., of Lodge No. 295, also Bro. William A. Sinn, P. M., of

Lodge No. 19, and Grand Tyler of the Right Worshipful Grand

Lodge of Pennsylvania.

The visitors present represented the following Lodges :

Montgomery, No. 19, Philadelphia.

Lodge 51, Philadelphia.

Concordia Lodge, No. 67, Philadelphia.

Union Lodge, No. 121, Philadelphia.

Washington, No. 156, Drumore Centre.

York, No. 266, York.
Bellefonte Lodge, No. 268, Bellefonte, Pa.

Mountain, No. 281, Altoona.

Columbia, No. 286, Columbia.
Melita, No. 295, Philadelphia.

Burger, No. 333, Allentown.

Goddard, No. 383, Coatesville.

Apollo, No. 380, Philadelphia.

Perkins, No. 402, Philadelphia.

Robert Burns, No. 464, Harrisburg.

Lamberton, No. 476, Lancaster.

Union, No. 479, Morgantown.
Casiphia, No. 551, Mount Joy.
Trenton, No. 5, Trenton, N. J.

Mercer, No. 50, Trenton, N. J.

Ashlar, No. 75, Trenton, N. J.

Column, No. 120, Trenton, N. J.

Eureka, No. 82, Concord, N. H.
Lafayette, No. iii, Baltimore, Md.
Lowville, No. 134, Lowville, N. Y.
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The following address of welcome was delivered by the Wor-

shipful Master, Joshua L. Lyte.

Brethren of Lodge 43, Free atid Accepted Masons—This spe-

cial meeting has been called to celebrate the Centennial Anni-

versary of our Lodge. One hundred years ago, on the 21st day

of April, 1785, the Right Worshipful Grand Lodge of Pennsyl-

vania, in extra session assembled, considered " a petition from

a number of Brethren from the borough of Lancaster, praying

for a warrant," and directed that the " Secretary prepare a war-

rant. No. 43, with the name of Stephen Chambers, Master, John
Doyle, S. W.; and Henry Stuber, J. W.;" by this act creating a

Lodge that has had an uninterrupted existence of a century, and

to-day stands upon the threshold of its second century, full of

life, vigor and hope. It is highly gratifying to the officers of

Lodge 43, that so much interest has been manifested by its mem-
bers in this meeting and so many Brethren are here to participate

in its exercises on this anniversary occasion.

Brethren, officers and members of the Grand Lodge of Penn-

sylvania, and of the various Subordinate Lodges, who are here

to join with us in these exercises, in the name and on behalf of

Lodge, No. 43, I extend to you a welcome, a cordial Masonic

welcome, to this the Centennial Anniversary of the Lodge.
This is an interesting and important meeting in the history of

Lodge 43, and the members are to be congratulated that the

Lodge that was organized by a few Masons a hundred years ago,

has outlived the gnawing tooth of ten decades, and is now in the

full tide of Masonic prosperity, with hundreds of members, a

neatly furnished hall, a well filled exchequer, and a standing

second to none in the jurisdiction of the Grand Lodge of Penn-

sylvania.

A century ago when Lodge No. 43 was organized, our country

had just passed through the thrilling events of the Revolution.

Two years before, in 1783, the Continental army was disbanded,

and on the first roll of members of this Lodge are the names of

those who joined in the war for Independence. Our beloved

Brother, General Washington, took his seat as President of the

United States four years after this Lodge was organized. The
federal Constitution became the law of the new Republic of the

United States, in 1789, so that the warrant of Lodge 43, is four

years older than the Constitution of our Nation.

Its century of existence is full of Masonic history, and a record

of its struggles and triumphs would make a volume. It passed

safely through the anti-masonic period, when ignorance, super-

stition, jealousy and uncharitableness waged a cruel war against

an Order founded on Truth, Justice, Toleration, Brotherly Love,

Charity, and a firm and full belief in the existence of a Supreme
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Being, and threw our Country into a political revolution that

lifted anti-masonic officers into places of the highest rank and
power in the State.

It has numbered among its members many of every degree and
station in life. A President of the United States, a Governor,
a United States Senator, a Judge of the Supreme Court, Minis-

ters to Foreign Countries, Mayors, and many other of the most
prominent citizens of our beautiful and prosperous Inland City,

have stood in Worshipful Master's station in the east, and with

justice and equity, ruled a Lodge of which it might be truly said :

"We meet upon the level, though from every station come,
The rich man from his palace and the poor inan from his home;
For the rich must leave his wealth and state outside the Mason's door,

And the poor man finds his best respect upon the checkered floor."

A sketch of the history of the Lodge will be given by Brother
George R. Welchans, P. M., and to this I invite your attention,

knowing that the account he will read of the notable events in

the life of the Lodge, will be both instructive and interesting.

I trust, too, that all the exercises of the afternoon, and the ban-
quet that follows this evening, will be fully enjoyed by every one.

And now, with the hearty wish that the close of the second
century will find Lodge 43 as happy and as prosperous as the

close of the first, and the earnest prayer that the blessings of our
beloved fraternity may widen as "the thoughts of men are

widened with the process of the suns," I again bid you. Breth-

ren, welcome, thrice welcome to our festivities.

The Worshipful Master's address was followed by the " Sketch

of the History of Lodge, No. 43," which was delivered by the

historian, P. M. Bro. Geo. R. Welchans.

The address opened as follows :

A history is a narration of events, in the order in which they
occurred, together with their causes and results.

The record of events, chronologically arranged, which oc-

curred during the first century of the existence of this Lodge,
together with their causes and results, comprises much more than
it would be possible to narrate upon such an occasion as this. I

am, therefore, directed to present you a " Sketch of the History."
To do this necessitates a selection of incidents of interest,

without reference to order, and with little study of cause and
effect.

One hundred years ago this now prosperous city of 30,000 in-

habitants was a borough containing from 3,000 to 4,000 people,
residing mainly in small plain houses and surrounded by the lim-

ited conveniences of those early times. This rural hamlet,
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though denied the pomp and splendor, the wealth and grandeur
of the Oriental cities, yet was not without its seven good rnd
wise men ; for among this 3,000 or. 4,000 people were to be found
seven good and true Brother Masons.

These seven Brothers were Stephen Chambers, Soloman Et-

ting and Henry Daring, Past Masters; and John Doyle, Henry
Stuber, Adam Hubley, Jr., and Wm. Feltman, Master Masons.

All of them were highly respected and honored citizens, and
most of them had been officers in the Revolutionary army, where
they had served with distinction.

The address presented in a brief manner many of the interest-

ing historical facts contained in this work, together with short

biographical sketches of the founders of the Lodge, and of a

number of the most distinguished and active members, who have

greatly aided in developing the Lodge's History. The address

closed as follows

:

Our work is ended. Step by step we have traced the progress

of our Lodge from the days of its conception, through its de-

pendent infancy, through its hopeful youth, to its present vigor-

ous maturity; through all its struggles, trials and difficulties,

through all its successes and triumphs, until to-day, with the weight

of a century upon her shoulders, she stands out bright and con-

spicuous, second to none in her devotion to the principles of

our Order, in her fidelity to the Grand Ivodge, under whom she

has her being, and in her usefulness and importance among her

sister Lodges in this jurisdiction. Thus we find her to-day as

she enters upon the second century of her existence, and we bid

her God speed in her upward progress to scenes of brighter glo-

ries and deeds of greater usefulness. Great names and great

events lie buried in her dead past, but they have " left footprints

on the sands of time," and the memory of them lives to-day to

stimulate the present and to ennoble and glorify the future.

It occupied a little over one hour in delivery, and was listened

to with that rapt attention which gave evidence of the deep in-

terest felt by the members in the history of their old Lodge.

It was followed by interesting addresses delivered by R. W.
Senior Grand Warden, Bro. Clifford P. MacCalla; R. W. Grand

Treasurer, Bro. Thomas R. Patton; Grand Tyler. Bro. Wm. A.

Sinn ; P. M. Bro. Charles E. Meyer, of No. 295 ; P. M. Bro.

Henry Baker, of No. 281; P. M. Bro. Charles M. Howell;

P. M. Bro. Wm. A. Atlee, and P. M. Bro. James P. Wicker-

sham, of Lodge No. 43.
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The Secretary, Bro. Hugh S. Gara, read the following letter

:

Louisville, Ky., April 6th, 1S85.

J. L. Lyte, Esq.

My Dear Sir &" Brother : Please accept the accompanying
copy of my book, as a Centennial offering to the Library of your
Lodge. Fraternally, H. R. Coleman.

The book accompanying this letter is Bro. Coleman's latest

Masonic work, entitled " Light in the East."

P. M. Bro. Geo. R. Welchans read the following extract from

a letter received from our oldest living Past Master, Bro. J.

Henry Brown, of Philadelphia, Pa.:

Herewith, I send as a present to the Lodge on its Centennial
Anniversary a Lodge notice, dated December loth, 17S2. If

the Lodge willl accept and preserve it, I will be happy to part

with it. I value it highly on account of its great age—being al-

most coeval with the Lodge itself, and because it was a present

from a dear friend. It has been in my possession forty-five years,

and was presented to me by Worshipful Master Jacob Albright
in 1840.

It bears the marks of a lock of hair having been folded up with

it at some time, probably that of the Brother to whom the no-
tice was issued, and perhaps put there by loving hands.
Hoping that the Brethren of No. 43 may have a very pleasant

time at the Centennial festival, I remain, yours,

Respectfully and fraternally, J. Henry Brown.

This old Lodge notice was arranged between two plates of

glass and tastefully framed. It was accepted by the Lodge, and

a vote of thanks tendered Bro. Brown for his valuable gift.

The Worshipful Master Bro. Joshua L. Lyte extended a cor-

dial invitation to all who were present to return to the Lodge

room at seven o'clock, P. M., and take part in the banquet.

This successful Centennial meeting was then harmoniously

closed at 4:30 P. M.

The Banquet.

At seven o'clock in the evening the members and their invited

guests, to the number of about 300, assembled at the Lodge room,

formed in line and preceded by the City Cornet Band, proceeded

to Maennerchor Hall, where the Centennial festivities were ap-

propriately ended with a grand banquet.

When Bro. Rev. James Y. Mitchell said grace more than three
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hundred men bowed their heads in reverence as they stood around

the tables in Maennerchor Hall. Covers had been laid for 403,

but some were unable to be in attendance. Seven large tables

ran the length of the hall, meeting at right angles another, where

sat officers of the Grand Lodge, the Past Masters of Lodge 43,

and of Lamberton Lodge No. 476. The stage on the south of

the room was green in fern, palm and potted plants, from behind

which came the sweet strains of music by Thorbahn's orchestra.

The tables were profuse in plants and flowers. Following is the

MENU.
" Read o'er this :

And after this, and then to feast with
What appetite you have."

Shrewsberry Oysters, on half shell.

Snapper Soup, Puree of Clam.

Columbia Shad, French Fried Potatoes.

Of the various fishes that come from the sea,
There are none so good to be had.

And none that's so juicy and toothsome to me.
As a nice baked Columbia shad.

Roast Beef. Roast Mutton. Roast Chicken.

Ham. Beef Tongue. Spiced Oysters.

Hammondsport Sec. Special " Centennial" Vintage.

" Give me a bowl of wine.
In this I bury all unkindness."

Fried Oysters. Saratoga Potatoes.

Lobster Salad. Chicken Salad.

"Small cheer and great welcome,
Makes a merry feast."

Vanilla Ice Cream.

Oranges. Bananas. Apples. Nuts.

French Coffee.

yohn Copland, Caterer.

The wine was specially labeled for the occasion and bore the

following: "A. D. 1785-A. L. 5785, Lodge 43 F. and A. M.

—

Centennial A. D. 1S85-A. L. 5885, made to the order of Jere.

Rohrer. " The flowers were furnished by A. D. Rohrer & Bro.

It was eight o'clock when the guests sat down to the banquet.

Thirty-five waiters under the direction of Joseph Lebar were kept

busy until midnight.
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During the latter courses of the banquet the festivities were

enlivened by speech and song.

The first toast was the " Right Worshipful Grand Lodge of

Pennsylvania," which was responded to by R. W. Senior Grand

Warden, Bro. Clifford P. MacCalla.

The Centennial Poem, written for the Centennial of Lodge

No. 43, F. & A. M., by Bro. Rob. Morris, was then read by

Rev. Bro. James Y. Mitchell, of Lodge No. 51. It is as follows:

How the souls of friends departed
Hover o'er this joyful scene!

Tender, brave and faithful-hearted

They have left their memory green
;

Could we see them,
Smiles on every face were seen.

As they view our gladsome meeting,
It recalls a thousand joys

;

As they hear our cheerful greeting

'Tis to them a glorious voice :

'Tis the echo
Of one hundred years of joy.

One by one the loved ones perished.

But they left the chain still wound

;

Every virtue that they cherished
Here is found as here they found :

Thus in Heaven
Blessed souls with ours are bound.

So shall we, though long-departed,

When an hundred years are sped,

Join the brave and faithful-hearted.

Who around this Lodge shall tread.

And our memories
Shall be cherished here, though dead.

" Masonry Around the Globe " was responded to by P. M.

Bro. Wm. A. Wilson, of No. 43.

"Our Centennial" by P. M. Bro. James P. Wickersham, of

No. 43.

"Our Sister Lodges" by Bro. B. Frank Eshleman, of

No. 476.

"Brother George Washington" was drunk in silence, all

standing.

Addresses were also delivered by Bros. A. C. Reinoehl, Rev.
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James Y. Mitchell, P. M. William J. Fordney, P. M. A. J.

Kaufman, P. M. Charles E. Wentz, and P. M. George R.

Welchans.

The proceedings were interspersed with music by the orchestra,

and with songs by the brethren, and it was midnight's hour be-

fore the curtain dropped on the last act of the Centennial Cele-

bration of Lodge, No. 43.



Biographical Sketches.





BIOGRAPHIES.

STEPHEN CHAMBERS.

[W. M., September 14, 1785, to June 24, 1787.]

Stephen Chambers was a prominent officer in the Revolution-

ary army and afterwards one of the leading laAvyers at the Lan-

caster Bar.

He first served in the army as a Lieutenant in the 12th Penn.

Regiment; he was promoted to Captain in 1777.

At the close of the Revolutionary War he studied law, and

was admitted to practice at the Lancaster Bar in 1 780. He soon

attained a large and lucrative practice, owned several farms, and

was interested in the iron business. He was a delegate to the

convention in 1787, which ratified, on the part of Pennsylvania,

the Federal Constitution.

In May, 1789, there was a banquet given at Slough's tavern

(Centre Square), which was attended by a number of Revolution-

ary officers, among whom were Captain Stephen Chambers and

Doctor Jacob Rieger. Captain Chambers Avas dressed in his

military suit, and in personal appearance was one of the finest-

looking officers in the country, and his manner was imperious.

Dr. Rieger was a diminutive person, and very untidy in his per-

sonal appearance.

At the banquet table Captain Chambers made some disparag-

ing remark about Dr. Rieger, which the latter overheard and

deemed insulting. The result was a challenge to mortal combat,

which was accepted. The parties met on Monday evening,

May nth, near Lancaster. At the first fire neither one was

wounded, and the seconds made an effort to reconcile the princi-

pals, but Dr. Rieger would not consent to it. At the second fire

the Captain's pistol snapped without discharging ; Dr. Rieger,

however, sent a ball through both legs of his antagonist. The

(207)



2o8 HISTORY OF LODGE NO. 43, F. & A. M.

wounds bled freely, and for two days it was thought they were not

dangerous; mortification, however, set in, and he died on Satur-

day following (May i6th). He left a widow and several small

children.

Captain Stephen Chambers was made a Mason in Lodge No.

3, Philadelphia, Pa., on March i6, 1779. -^^ '^^^ ^^^ of the

founders of Lodge No. 43, and was named in the original charter

as the first Worshipful Master of the Lodge. He was installed

at the first meeting of the Lodge on September 14, 1785, and

served in that capacity until June, 1787.

I

JOHN DOYLE.

[W. M., June 24, 1787, to October, 1788.]

John Doyle was a son of Thomas Doyle, of Lancaster, who was

a very prominent citizen and the proprietor of the Slaymaker

tavern, which stood at the Northwest corner of East King and

Christian streets. He was a prominent officer in the Revolution-

ary army. He first commanded an independant company, his

commission bearing date of July 16, 1776. He was transferred

to the ist Penn. Regiment, then in 1778 was annexed to the 6th

Penn. Regiment, and finally, on January i, 1783, was again

transferred to the ist Regiment.

According to a certificate of General Wayne, he particularly

distinguished himself at the battle of Green Springs, Virginia.

He was probably made a Mason in one of the Army Lodges.

He was one of the founders of the Lodge, being named in the

charter as the first Senior Warden, in which capacity he served

from September 14, 1785, until June, 1787, when he was elected

Worshipful Master, which position he continued to fill until the

fall of 1 788, when he died while in office.

HENRY STUBER.

Henry Stuber, M. D., was a prominent physician residing

and practicing in the Borough of Lancaster. He was born in

October, 1738. He was a member of the Lutheran Church of

Lancaster, and his name appears on a subscription list, found

amongst the Yeates papers, as subscribing j£i on October 2,
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1762, towards the purchase of a bell for St. James' Episcopal

Church.

He was one of the Charter Members of the Lodge, and was

named in the original warrant as Junior Warden, in which posi-

tion he was installed at the first meeting of the Lodge.

He served as Junior Warden until June, 1787, when he was

elected Senior Warden, which office he filled, (being twice re-

elected) up to the date of his death, which occurred, suddenly,

on January 27, 1789.

He took a very active part in the meetings of the Lodge, and

was regularly in his station.

The record of burials of Trinity Lutheran Church, Lancaster,

contains the following entry :

January 27th, 1789.

Auf Unser Kirchenhof
Heinrich Stuber

Der plotzlich verstorben.

Alt 50 jahr, 3 mon.

He left two daughters and one son, and a number of his de-

scendants, two grandsons and several great grandchildren, still

reside in the northern portion of the county.

SOLOMON ETTLNG.

[W. M., June 24, 1790, to June 24, 1791.J

Solomon Etting was born in York, Penn.; he married a daugh-

ter of the celebrated Indian trader Joseph Simon, of Lancaster.

He then removed to Lancaster and entered into partnership with

his father-in-law, under the firm name of Simon & Etting.

They conducted a general merchandise business in a store room

on the south-east corner of East King and Centre Square. He
afterwards removed to Philadelphia, and finally to Baltimore,

where he died at a great age, leaving a large family, none of

whom are living at the present time.

He was a man of sterling integrity, of great wit and drollery,

and was beloved and respected by a large circle of friends and

acquaintances. He was distinguished for his considerable and

indiscriminate charities, and was, in his old age, affectionately

hailed by all as " Father Etting."

H
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He was one of the founders of Lodge No. 43, and, being a

Past Master, was deputized by R. W. Grand Master Wm.
Adcock, to constitute the Lodge and install the officers. He
was the first Treasurer of the Lodge, serving as such until De-

cember, 1786.

He was a .very useful and active member of the Lodge, filling

numerous stations temporarily. He was elected Junior Warden

in June, 1788, serving as such until June, 1790, when he was

elected Worshipful Master, filling the office for one year, when he

withdrew from the Lodge and removed to Philadelphia.

HENRY BERING.

Henry Bering was Burgess of the Borough of Lancaster in

1786, Chief Burgess in 1787 and 1788, and a member of the

Legislature in 1789.

He was one of the founders of the Lodge, and on the night of

its constitution was appointed the first Senior Beacon. He filled

that office, as well as several other appointed offices, until June,

1 788, when he was elected Treasurer of the Lodge, serving as

such until June, 1 790.

He continued an active and useful member of the Lodge, serv-

ing in various appointed positions up to the date of his death,

which occurred April 6, 1800. By a resolution of the Lodge, the

members wore crape on their left arms for thirty days, out of re-

spect to his memory.

ABAM HUBLEY, JR.

Adam Hubley, Jr., was a very prominent officer of the Revo-

lutionary army. He was a son of Michael Hubley. He first

served as a Lieutenant in Colonel John Philip Be Haas' First

Pennsylvania Battalion, which was raised in pursuance of a reso-

lution of Congress passed October 12, 1775. In 1776 he was pro-

moted to Major of one of the additional regiments, and subse-

quently to Lieutenant Colonel of the Tenth Pennsylvania Regi-

ment. On June 5, 1779, he was made "Lieutenant Colonel

Commandant" of the new nth Pennsylvania Regiment of the

Continental line. He enjoyed confidential relations with Wash-
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ington, Lafayette, Wayne, and other high officers, and his record

makes a bright page in the history of the war for independence.

The following letters, which were published by Colonel Frank

Burr, show in what esteem he was held by his superior officers.

General Washington writes :

"x\dam Hubley, Junr., Esq., late Lieutenant Colonel Com-
mandant of the nth Pennsylvania Regiment, entered the ser-

vice as a Lieutenant in the year 1775, from which rank he rose

to that of the command of a regiment, and continued until the

late reform of the army, when he was under the necessity of re-

tiring upon half pay.

"For the last three years Colonel Hubley acted principally

under my immediate command, during which time he distin-

guished himself as an attentive, brave and intelligent officer, and
from the testimony of the gentlemen under whom he served at

other periods, his conduct has been uniformly deserving of ap-

plause.

"Given at headquarters at New Windsor, the 24th day of

March, 1781. G. Washington."

"Mad" Anthony Wayne wrote as follows:

"If more than five years faithful service in the field—if the

truest patriotism, bravery and assiduity entitles the gentleman

and the soldier to the esteem and confidence of his country,

Lieutenant Colonel Commandant Adam Hubley has highest

claim to it.

"Given at Trenton this 19th day of January, 1781.

Anthony Wayne, B. G.,

Commanding the Pennsylvania Line."

He was a member of the Legislature for the years 1783, 1785,

1786 and 1787. He was also chosen a member of the State

Senate in 1790.

He was one of the founders of the Lodge, and was at the first

meeting of the Lodge appointed Junior Deacon. He officiated

in several appointed positions, and withdrew from the Lodge on

July 10, 1793.

WILLIAM FELTMAN.

William Feltman was a son of John Feltman, who kept tavern

on West King street, where the Red Lion (Cooper's) now stands.

He entered the service as ensign in the loth Pennsylvania Reg-

iment, and was commissioned Lieutenant on November 2, 1777.
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He also acted as paymaster of this regiment. On January 17,

1 791, he was transferred to the ist Pennsylvania Regiment. His

Regiment marched from Lancaster to Yorktown, and was present

at the surrender of Lord Cornwallis.

He was one of the founders of the Lodge, and at its first meet-

ing was selected as Secretary, performing the duties of this re-

sponsible position until October, 1792. In December, 1795, he

was again elected Secretary, and served until June, 1796, after

which he withdrew from the Lodge,

JAMES MOORE.

[W. M., December 27, 1788, to June 24, 1790.]

James Moore was a farmer in Drumore township, Lancaster

county.

He was admitted a member of Lodge No. 43 on June 13, 1787.

Upon the death of Worshipful Master Bro. John Doyle, he offi-

ciated in his place, and in December, 1788, was elected Worship-

ful Master.

He withdrew from the Lodge and removed to Baltimore in

April, 1790, before his term of office had expired.

CHARLES SMITH.

[W. M., June 24, 1791, to June 24, 1792.]

Hon. Charles Smith, LL. D., was a leading member of the

Lancaster Bar, to which he was admitted in 1787. He was

elected a member of the Legislature in the years 1806, 1807 and

1808, and to the State Senate in 181 6. He ranked amongst the

ablest men in the Senate and House of Representatives, and bore

a conspicuous part in the proceedings of the Legislature. On
March 27, 1819, he was appointed to and served as President

Judge of the ninth judicial district, consisting of the counties

of Cumberland, Franklin and Adams. He resigned this position

March 27, 1820, having been appointed and commissioned on that

day president judge of the "District Court for the City and

County of Lancaster." This latter office he filled until March

27, ] 824. He married a daughter of Judge Jasper Yeates, of the

Supreme Court. He built the residence near Lancaster known as
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Hardwicke. He removed to Baltimore in 1824, shortly after

his retirement from the bench.

He was elected to membership in Lodge No. 43, April 11, 1787.

The following June he was elected Junior Warden, but m the

latter part of the year he removed to Sunbury, and therefore did

not complete his term of office. In the year 1791, having re-

turned to Lancaster, he again took an active part in the affairs

of the Lodge, and at the stated meeting held June 8, 1791, he

was chosen Worshipful Master, which office he filled for one year.

MATHL\S BARTON.

[W. M., June 24, 1792, to December 27, 1792.]

Mathias Barton was a son of Rev. Thomas Barton, and was

admitted to the Bar in 1778. He was elected from Lancaster

county to the Legislature in the years 1793, 1794 and 1795. In

1796 he was elected to the Senate of Pennsylvania, and reelected

in 1800.

He was a man of superior culture, and possessed a great fond-

ness for natural history. In his travels through Pennsylvania

and other States, he made considerable collections of natural his-

tory, and he noted, in an especial manner, the habits of animals,

in particular the viviparous quadrupeds, and also of birds and

fishes. He was for many years engaged in collecting materials

for a work on "The Instincts and Manners of Animals." He
also made a large collection of the mineral productions of Penn-

sylvania. He excelled as a painter and drawer of sketches from

nature. A considerable portion of his leisure time was employed

in painting scenes from nature, and the animals of our country.

He was a gentleman very amiable in manners, of unspotted vir-

tue, and whose charms in society endeared him to all with whom
he came in contact. He was a useful citizen, and ranked among
the ablest men of Pennsylvania.

He was made a Mason in Lodge No. 43 on August 13, 1788,

became an active and useful member, serving in various positions,

including Worshipful Master, to which office he was elected

June, 1792, serving six months. He died January 11, 1809,

aged 47 years.
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JAMES GAMBLE.

[W. M., December 27, 1792, to June 24, 1793.]

Captain James Gamble was a wealthy yeoman of Drumore

township, Lancaster county. His wealth was almost exclusively

invested in bonds and stocks. He died in January, 1795.

He was admitted a member of Lodge No. 43 on August 12,

1789. He filled several appointed positions in the Lodge, and

was elected Worshipful Master in December, 1792. He was not

installed until March 21, 1793, and he never officiated as Master

of the Lodge.

I

I

WILLIAM KIRKPATRICK.

[W. M., June 24, 1793, to June 24, 1794; December 27, 1794, to De-

cember 27, 1795 ; December 27, 1798, to June 24, 1799 ; December

27, 1799, to December 27, 1800; June 24, 1803, to December 27,

1806; December 27, 1808, to December 27, 1809.]

William Kirkpatrick was a wealthy merchant of Lancaster;

kept store on North Queen street, about the present site of the

Grape hotel. He was an Elder in the Presbyterian church.

President of the Columbia Bank for two or three years, and a

Director of the same for many years. He was one of the incor-

porators of nearly all the turnpikes running into Lancaster. He
was a man of the strictest integrity.

Brother Kirkpatrick was admitted a member of Lodge No. 43

on April 10, 1790, and at once assumed an active position in the

affairs and proceedings of the Lodge. In June, 1791, he was

elected Junior Warden, in which position he served until Decem-

ber, 1792, and from which position he was first elected Worship-

ful Master in June, 1793. He was twice elected Senior Warden,

and six times chosen Worshipful Master of the Lodge. He was

one of the most useful and active members of the Lodge, and

devoted much of his time and means to its welfare.

Bros. Wm. Kirkpatrick, Jere.- Mosher and Wm. Hamilton

were the first three members exalted at the formation of Chap-

ter No. 43, Royal Arch Masons, in March, 1S09, and Bro.

Kirkpatrick was elected and served as the first High Priest of the

new Chapter.
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PETER GETZ.

[W. M., June 24, 1794, to December 27, 1794 ]

Peter Getz was a goldsmith and jeweler. His place of busi-

ness was on South Queen street, opposite Slough's tavern (at or

near the present site of the "Intelligencer" office). He was

probably the first goldsmith in Lancaster. He was a self-taught

mechanic of singular ingenuity, and was remarkable for the ex-

traordinary elegance and beauty of his workmanship. In 1792

he was a candidate for the position of Chief Coiner or Engraver

in the United States Mint.

He was made a Mason in Lodge No. 43 on December 13,

1786. He was an active and useful member of the Lodge, filling

various offices until December, 1792, when he was elected Senior

Warden, in which position he served until June, 1793, when he

was chosen Worshipful Master. He afterwards (June, 1797,) was

elected Junior Warden. He was one of the earliest members of

Chapter No. 43, Royal Arch Masons.

JEREMIAH MOSHER.

[W. M., December 27, 1795, to June 24, 1796; December 27, 1809, to

June 24, 181 1.]

Gen. Jeremiah Mosher was a native of Roxbury. Born 1753,

he served under Arnold in the attempt to storm Quebec, and

was one of the forlorn hope which penetrated to the works in

what was called the Lower Town. All his companions were killed

or wounded but himself, and, being taken prisoner, he was after-

wards released, and served in the American army till the close

of the Revolution, and then retired covered with honorable

scars. He was wounded at Valley Forge in 1778, and was dis-

charged in 1780. He carried on blacksmithing extensively in

Lancaster, and did most of the work for the different stage lines

running from Philadelphia through Lancaster to Pittsburg. He
was a man of excellent character and good judgment. He was

a member of the Legislature in 181 5 and in 181 8. He was

elected Colonel in i8i2,and afterwards Brigadier General. He
died March 8, 1830. He was buried with the honors of war,

and a horse, upon which his regimentals were placed, was led in

the funeral procession.
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Brother Mosher was made a Mason in Lodge No. 43 on Janu-

ary 12, 1 79 1, served as Junior Warden from December, 1792, to

June, 1794, and from June to December, 181 1. He served as

Senior Warden from June, 1794, to December, 1795, ^^om Decem-

ber, 1808, to December, 1809, and from December, i8ii,to June,

181 2. He was first elected Worshipful Master in December,

1795, serving six months. He was the second time elected Wor-

shipful Master in December, 1809, and served as such until June,

1811.

He was one of the earliest members of Chapter No. 43, Royal

Arch Masons, and was the first King of the Chapter.

JACOB CARPENTER.

[W. M., June 24, 1796, to December 27, 1796 ; December 27, 1797, to

December 27, 1798; December 27, 1800, to June 24, 1802.]

Jacob Carpenter was a son of Henry Carpenter (Heinrich

Zimmerman), of Swiss extraction, who settled in this county

near what is now called Lampeter Square.

Jacob, along with his two brothers, Christian and Daniel, were

placed by their father on land owned by him near his residence

in Lampeter. He was a member of the Legislature for the years

1765, 1766, 1767, 1769, 1772 and 1 781. He was County Com-

missioner in 1785.

He was made a Mason in Lodge No. 43 on August 14, 1793,

was elected Junior Warden June, 1794, and served until De-

cember, 1795, when he was elected Senior Warden, which office

he filled until June, 1796, when he was elected Worshipful

Master, and served one term of six months. He was again

elected Worshipful Master in December, 1797, and served until

December, 1798. He was a third time elected Worshipful

Master in December, 1800, and served until June 24, 1802.

JOHN MORRIS.

[W. M., December 27, 1796, to June 24, 1797.

J

John Morris was a m.erchant, and kept store on East King

Street next door to Diffenderffer's tavern (now the Leopard

hotel). He was Coroner in 1743.
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He was made a Mason in Lodge No. 43 on November 12,1 793.

He was elected Junior Warden in December, 1795, ^^'^ served

as such until June, 1796, when he was elected Senior Warden;

and in December of the same year he was elected Worshipful

Master, which office he filled until June, 1797. In December,

1797, he was elected Secretary, which office he filled until Sep-

tember, 1801, when he removed to Philadelphia and withdrew

from the Lodge.

JOHN MILLER.

[W. M., June 24, 1797, to December 27, 1797.]

John Miller kept the "Gen. Wayne" tavern on the west

side of North Queen Street, between King and Orange Streets.

He was Sheriff of Lancaster county in the years 1785, 1786

and 1787. He was Chief Burgess of the borough in 1799, and

Burgess in 1805.

He was made a Mason in Lodge No. 43 on September 29, 1 794.

He was elected Junior Warden in December, 1796, and in June,

1797, was elected Worshipful Master, which office he filled for

six months. He withdrew from the Lodge March 24, 1798.

ABRAHAM HENRY.
[W. M., June 24, 1799, to December 27, 1799.]

Abraham Henry was a gun-maker, and was one of the first to

engage in that business in Lancaster.

He was admitted a member of Lodge No. 43 on June 9, 1790,

He was elected Senior Warden in December, r797, and served as

such until June, 1799, when he was elected Worshipful Master,

which office he filled one term of six months.

BENJAMIN WEST HENRY.

[W. M., June 24, 1802, to June 24, 1803.]

Benjamin West Henry was an artist of considerable ability

and reputation.

He was made a Mason in Lodge No. 43 on November 8, 1797,

elected Junior Warden December, 1798, elected Senior Warden

June, 1799, and served as such until June, 1802, when he was

elected Worshipful Master, which position he held one year.
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ROBERT McELWEE.

[W. M., December 27, 1806, to December 27, 1808.]

Robert McElwee was a clerk in the State Treasurer's office.

When the State Department was removed to Harrisburg he re-

moved to that city.

He was admitted a Mason in Lodge No. 43 on January 12,

1803, was elected Junior Warden in June, 1803, served until

June, 1804, when he was elected Senior Warden, which office he

filled until December, 1806, when he was elected Worshipful

Master and served one year. He withdrew from the Lodge and

joined Perseverance Lodge No. 21, in 181 4. He died in Har-

risburg August 3, 1 82 1.

WILLIAM HAMILTON.

[W, M., June 24, 181 1, to December 27, 18 12.]

William Hamilton was born in the city of Philadelphia, and

learned the business of printing. He came to Lancaster in the

winter of 1794-5, and entered into partnership with Henry Wilcox
to publish the Lancaster Journal. Hamilton soon purchased

the interest of his partner, and published the Journal from

June, 1796, until 1820. He was elected a member of the Legis-

lature in 18:0 and 181 1, and a State Senator in 181 2. He was

Captain of a rifle company in 1814. He was Treasurer of Lan-

caster county 1816, 181 7 and 1818. He failed financially, and

his distress of mind was so great as to unseat his reason. He
died in the County Almshouse and Asylum, April 10, 1820, in

the 49th year of his age.

Bro. Hamilton was made a Mason in Lodge No. 43 on January

13, 1796, and in June of the same year was elected Secretary,

which office he filled one year. He was elected Junior Warden
in December, 1808, served as such one year, was elected Senior

Warden in December, 1809, served as such until June, iSii,

when he was elected Worshipful Master, which office he filled

until December 27, 181 2.

He was also a Past High Priest of Chapter No. 43, Royal Arch

Masons.
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SAMUEL HUMES.

[W. M., December 27, 1812, to June 24, 1813.J

Samuel Humes, M. D., was an eminent physician and sur-

geon of Lancaster. Prior to his entering upon the study of his

profession (in i8o5), he was City Treasurer. He received his

degree in the Medical Department of the University of Pennsyl-

vania in 1808. He located for the practice of his profession in

his native town, and enjoyed a large and successful practice.

He was active in the formation of the Lancaster City and County

Medical Society in 1844, and was its first President. He was

also the first President of the Pennsylvania State Medical Asso-

ciation. He was actively engaged in the practice of his profes-

sion to the date of his death, which occurred in September,

1852.

He was made a Mason in Lodge No. 43 on October 10, 1810,

was elected Junior Warden in December, 181 1, served as such

until June 24, 181 2. He was elected Worshipful Master in De-

cember, 181 2, which office he filled for six months. He was Dis-

trict Deputy Grand Master from 1830 to 1832. He was elected

an honorary member on November, 8, 1848. He was also a

member of Chapter No. 43, Royal Arch Masons.

NATHANIEL LIGHTNER.
[W. M., June 24, 1813, to December 27, 1814.J

Nathaniel Lightner followed the occupation of conveyan-

cer ; he was a member of the Legislature, and was Mayor of the

city of Lancaster from 1824 to 1830.

He was made a Mason in Lodge No. 43 on February 12, 1812,

was elected Senior Warden in December, 1812, and served as

such until June, 181 3, when he was elected Worshipful Master,

which office he filled until December 27, 1814. He withdrew

from the Lodge April 9, 1S28. He was also a member of Chap-

ter No. 43, Royal Arch Masons.

MOLTON C. ROGERS.

[W. M., December 27, 1814, to December 27, 181 5.]

Hon. Molton C. Rogers was a native of Delaware, graduated
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at Princeton College and Litchfield, Conn., Law School. He re-

moved to Lancaster, and was admitted to the Bar November 18,

181 1. On April 16, 1818, he was appointed recorder of the

Mayor's Court of the City of Lancaster. He was elected State

Senator in 1819, appointed by Governor Shulze Secretary of

the Commonwealth in 1823, and was commissioned one of the

Judges of the Supreme Court on April 15, 1826, and filled that

office until 1851.

He was a man of general scientific and literary culture, digni-

fied in demeanor, fearless and incorruptible.

He was made a Mason in Lodge No. 43 on March 23, 181 2,

was elected Senior Warden in December, 1813, and Worshipful

Master in December, 181 4.

He took a very active part in the affairs of the Lodge, and was

particularly prominent in the troubles between the Lodge and

the Grand Lodge, which culminated in the loss of the Charter of

the Lodge. He withdrew from the Lodge on June 10, 1829.

He was also a member of Chapter No. 43, Royal Arch Masons.

JOHN REYNOLDS.

[W. M., December 27, 181 5, to December 27. 1816.]

John Reynolds was a native of Lancaster county. He was

the editor of X\\t Journal for many years before its union with the

Intelligencer. After his retirement from editorial life he moved

to Cornwall, and assumed the management of the iron works at

that place. He was chosen guardian of the minor children of

Thomas B. Coleman. He remained the manager at Cornwall

until about 1847, when he returned to Lancaster. In 1822 he

was elected a member of the Legislature, and reelected in 1823.

He was the father of the lamented General John F. Reynolds,

Rear-Admiral Wm. Reynolds, and Gen. James L. Reynolds. He
died in Baltimore, May 11, 1853, in the 67th year of his age.

He was made a Mason in Lodge No. 43 on January 13, 181 3,

was elected Junior Warden in December, 18 13, Senior Warden

in 1 81 4, and Worshipful Master in 181 5. He was a very useful

and active member of the Lodge, and took a prominent part in

the trouble between the Lodge and Grand Lodge. He withdrew

April 9, 1828, and removed to Baltimore.



HICTORY OF LODGE NO. 43, F. & A. M. 221

He was also a Past High Priest of Chapter No. 43, Royal

Arch Masons.

GEORGE H. WHITAKER.

[W. M., December 27, 1816, to December 27, 1818; March 10, 1824,

to December 27, 1824.]

George H. Whitaker was born in Chester county, May 31,

1783. He removed to Lancaster, and at the age of fourteen was

employed at Reigart's wine and liquor store, and was contin-

uously employed at this house up to the date of his death. He
also carried on a manufactory of feather fans, etc. He was a

vestryman of St James' Episcopal church, was a most exemplary

citizen, was widely known and highly respected. He died De-

cember 7, 1849, ^^^ ^^^s buried in St. James' churchyard.

He was made a Mason in Lodge No. 43 on December 9, 181 2,

was elected Junior Warden December, 1814, Senior Warden De-

cember, 1815, and Worshipful Master December, 18 16. He
served as Master two years. He was a very useful and active

member of the Lodge, serving temporarily in various positions,

and upon the removal of Worshipful Master elect, Bro. Ebenezer

Wright, he was on March 10, 1S24, elected to fill the unexpired

term of this office. He was elected an honorary member of the

Lodge June 14, 1848.

He was also a member of Chapter No. 43, Royal Arch Masons.

THOMAS JEFFRIES.

[W. M., December 27, 1818, to December 27, 1819, and December

27, 1833, to December 27, 1834.]

Thomas Jeffries was an architect and builder. He was born

April 22, 1786. He was one of a large family of twenty-three

children. He was the builder of many of the most prominent

buildings of Lancaster in his time. Among others, he rebuilt St.

James' Episcopal church in 1819. He kept the " Eastern Hotel"

at the corner of East King and Lime Streets, he afterwards kept

the "Cross Keys" Hotel, and still later the "Fulton House,"

on North Queen Street above the railroad. He was for a long

time a member of City Councils, and was on the committee that
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purchased the water works and reservoir property. He was

chairman of the committee of Councils who petitioned the Leg-

islature and succeeded in having the Pennsylvania railroad pass

through the city (the engineers having laid out the route one

mile north of the city).

He was made a Mason in Lodge No. 43 on February 10, 181 3,

was elected Junior Warden December, 1815, and Senior Warden

December, 1S16. He served in the latter office two years, and

in December, 181 8, was elected Worshipful Master. P^.e was a

very active and most useful member of the Lodge, and occupies

a position on the roll of honor as having helped to sustain the

Lodge during the anti-Masonic times. After the force of the

storm had been spent and the Lodge resumed its meetings, he

was, in December, 1833, again elected Worshipful Master, and

in December, 1835, ^e was elected Treasurer of the Lodge, serv-

ing in that office two years.

He was District Deputy Grand Master of this Masonic district

from 1837 to 1839.

He was also a member of Chapter No. 43, Royal Arch

Masons.

He was elected an honorary member of the Lodge on June 14,

1848, and died June 24, 1850.

His son Charles A., and his grandson William T. Jeffries, are

at the present time members of the Lodge.

GEORGE B. PORTER.

[W. M., December 27, 1819, to December 27, 1821.]

Hon. George B. Porter was a son of General Andrew Porter,

of Revolutionary memory. He was a leading lawyer at the

Lancaster Bar, and in the front rank of his profession. He was

born in Lancaster, February 9, 1791, was admitted to the Bar in

1813, was Prothonotary of Lancaster county in 1818, and was

appointed Adjutant-General of the State in 1824. He was an

eloquent speaker, and was chosen by the City of Lancaster to

make the reception speech to General Lafayette, when he visited

it in 1824. He defended Walter Franklin in his impeachment

before the Senate of Pennsylvania. He was a member of the
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State Legislature in 1827, and he was Governor of Michigan

territory for three years. He died at Detroit, July 6, 1S34.

He was made a Mason in Lodge No. 43 on May 10, 1815,

was elected Junior Warden December, 1818, and Worshipful

Master December, 1819, and was reelected in December, 1820.

He was one of the most active among the members of the

Lodge in the controversy with the Grand Lodge, which resulted

in the loss of the Charter, and was equally active in having it re-

stored *^o the Lodge.

He was the second District Deputy Grand Master appointed

for this Masonic district, and filled the office from March, 1825,

until December, 1830.

He was also a member of Chapter No. 43, Royal Arch Masons.

HENRY KEFFER.

[W. M., December 27, 1821, to December 27, 1822 ; December 27,

1830, to November, 1833.]

Henry Keffer was born April 11, 1774. For many years he

carried on the business of confectioner on the North side of

East King Street, east of Penn Square. He was much esteemed

as an honest, upright citizen and consistent Christian, and was a

man of more than ordinary intelligence. He was originally a

member of the Lutheran Church, but later became a receiver of

the doctrines of Swedenborg, and a prominent member of the

Lancaster New Church Society.

He was made a Mason in Lodge No. 43, April 12, 1815, was

elected Senior Warden in December, 18 18, and served two years.

He was elected Worshipful Master in December, 182 1, served

one year, and was again elected Worshipful Master in December,

1830. He was Master during the time the Lodge was closed

through the anti-Masonic excitement, and until the reopening of

the Lodge in November, 1833, when his successor was elected.

He occupies a prominent place on the roll of honor in preserv-

ing the Lodge during the anti-Masonic excitement.

He was also a member of Chapter No. 43, R. A. M. He died

October 15, 1841, and was buried in Woodward Hill Cemetery.
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JAMES BUCHANAN.

[W. M., December 27, 1822, to December 27, 1823.]

Hon. James Buchanan was born near Mercersburg, Frank-

lin county, Pa., April 23, 1791. His father was a native of Ire-

land, and emigrated to this country in 1783. He graduated at

Dickinson College in 1809. In December of the same year he

commenced the study of law with James Hopkins, Esq., of Lan-

caster. He was admitted to practice November 17, 181 2, and

soon took a front rank in his profession, rapidly rising to fame

and fortune.

He served as a private soldier in Captain Henry Shippen's

company, which marched to the defense of Baltimore in the war

of 1812 to 1814.

He was elected to the State Legislature in 18 14 and 1815,

Representative to Congress in 1820, and was continuously re-

elected until 1 83 1. He was soon afterwards appointed United

States Minister to Russia, by President Jackson. In 1833, on

his return to the United States, he was elected United States

Senator, taking his seat December 15, 1834.

He was Secrerary of State under President Polk, serving dur-

ing the four years.

He was appointed U. S. Minister to England by President

Pierce, and on his return to the United States he was nominated

and elected fifteenth President of the United States. He was

inaugurated March 4, 1857, and after his four years of service he

retired to his residence at Wheatland near this city, where he

died, June i, 1868.

He was made a Mason in Lodge No. 43 on December 11,

1 81 6. He was entered by W. M. Bro. John Reynolds, and was

passed and raised by W. M. Bro. George H. Whitaker on Janu-

ary 24, 1817. He was elected Junior Warden, December 13,

1820, and Worshipful Master December 23, 1822. At the expi-

ration of his term of office, he was appointed the first District

Deputy Grand Master of this district. He was elected an honor-

ary member of the Lodge, March 10, 1858.

He was also a member of Chapter No. 43, Royal Arch Ma-

sons.
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EBENEZER WRIGHT.

[W. M., December 27, 1823, ; December 27, 1825, to December

27, 1826.]

Ebenezer Wright, Esq., was an able and distinguished law-

yer, who came to Lancaster from one of the Eastern States. He
was admitted to the Lancaster Bar in 1814. He was one of the

Directors of the " Widows' and Orphans' Assurance Society" of

Lancaster, which was in existence in 1822, and for a number of

years afterwards.

He was admitted a member of Lodge No. 43, June 9, 1819,

and took a very active part in the affairs of the Lodge. He was

elected Senior Warden in December, 1822, and Worshipful Mas-

ter in December, 1823, but owing to his removal to Philadelphia

was unable to serve, and withdrew from the Lodge. He was re-

admitted a member of the Lodge on his return to Lancaster, on

December 14, 1825, and was the same night again elected

Worshipful Master.

He was also a Past High Priest of Chapter No. 43, Royal Arch

Masons. He died in April, 1829, at his residence, West King

Street, this city.

JASPER SLAYMAKER.

[W. M., 182410 1825.]

Jasper Slaymaker was a son of Hon. Amos Slaymaker, of

Salisbury township, Lancaster county, who was a member of

Congress in 1812. He was born November, 1787, graduated at

Dickinson college in 181S, was a student of law under James

Hopkins, Esq., and was admitted to the Lancaster Bar in 181 1.

He was a soldier in the war of 181 2, serving first under Captain

James Humes, and afterwards in Captain Henry Shippen's troop

of horse, which marched to the defense of Baltimore.

He was a member of the State Legislature, and upon the crea-

tion of the Mayor's Court of the city of Lancaster, was the first

prosecuting attorney for the same.

He, with Hon. Bro. George B. Porter and Edward Coleman,

Esq., constituted the committee to meet Gen. Lafayette and es-

cort and welcome him to the city of Lancaster, upon the occa-

15
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sion of his visit in 1824. He died in August, 1827, in the

40th year of his age.

He was made a Mason in Lodge No. 43 January 13, 1813. He
was elected Worshipful Master in December, 1824.

He was also a member of Chapter No. 43, Royal Arch Masons.

MATTHEW McKELLY.

[W. M., 182610 1827.]

Matthew McKelly was the son of Alexander McKelly. He
was born in County Antrim, Ireland, January 20, 1800. He
emigrated to America with his parents in 1801, and they settled

in Lancaster, Pa. He learned the art of printing with William

Dickson, in the Intelligencer o^cq. During the years 1822 and

1823 he edited and published the Free Press. He then studied

law, and was admitted to the Lancaster Bar in 1825.

In 1834 he was appointed chief clerk in the Auditor General's

office under Governor Wolf, which position he held at the time

of his death. He died at Harrisburg, August 12, 1834.

He was made a Mason in Lodge No. 43, January 14, 1824,

was elected Junior Warden in 1825, and Worshipful Master in

1826, serving one year.

He was also a member of Chapter No. 43, Royal Arch Masons.

JOHN MATHIOT.

[W. M., 1827 to 1828.]

John Mathiot was born in Lancaster, December 26, 1784.

He removed to Columbia in 1798. He was appointed Post-

master of Columbia in 1807, and served until 1818, when he

was elected Sheriff of Lancaster county ; he was for many years

an Alderman of the city, and followed the occupation of scriv-

ener. He was elected Mayor of the city in 1831, and was annually

reelected to this office for eleven years, serving up to the date of

his death. He was a member of the School Board from the

time of its organization in 1838, and was elected President of the

Board May 10, 1839, serving as such up to the time of his death.

He died January 22, 1843, i" ^^^ SSth year of his age.

He was made a Mason in Lodge No. 43 on December 10, 1823,
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was elected Senior Warden on December 13, 1826, and was

elected Worshipful Master on December 12, 1827, serving as

such for the term of one year.

He was also a member of Chapter No. 43, Royal Arch Masons.

JOHN LANDIS.

[W. M., 1828 to 1829.]

John Landis was born August 16, 1776. He emigrated to

Lancaster in 1797. In 1805 he removed to Middletown, and a

year or two later he returned to Lancaster. He kept store on

East King Street fourteen years, afterwards on North Queen
Street until 1S29, when he removed to Warwick township. He
afterwards, about 1840, returned to Lancaster, and was elected

Alderman of the old Northeast ward.

He was made a Mason in Lodge No. 43 on May 13, 18 18, was

elected Senior Warden December, 1824, and Worshipful Master

December, 1828, serving as such one year.

He was also a member of Chapter No. 43, Royal Arch Masons.

He died April 28, 1850.

ABNER THOMAS.

[W. M., 1829 to 1830.]

Abner Thomas was a school teacher. We find him teaching

in the Friends' meeting house, on the east side of South Queen

Street, now occupied by the Odd Fellows' Hall, in the year 1818.

At this time he advertised that he was teaching the Lancasterian

system, (so named after its founder, Joseph Lancaster, of Eng-

land, who devised and first put the system in operation), and

that he had experimented with the system for two years. He
continued to teach until the introduction of the common school

system in 1822, when he discontinued teaching and practiced

dentistry on South Queen Street, nearly opposite the Friends'

meeting house. He was the first librarian of the Mechanics' So-

ciety of Lancaster, being elected at its organization in July, 1829.

He was admitted a member of Lodge No. 43 October 11, 1820,

was elected Senior Warden December, 1821, served one year as

such, and was elected Worshipful Master in December, 1829.
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He was also a Past High Priest in Chapter No. 43, Royal Arch- |
Masons.

ALEXANDER MILLER.

[W. M., 183410 1835.]

Alexander Miller was born in Lancaster county, July 9,

1784, received a country school education, and spent his early

years working on the farm. He next learned the trade of house

carpenter, and afterwards for many years carried on this business

in Lancaster City.

He was a member of Common Councils, and a prominent

member and trustee of the Presbyterian Church. Sometime pre-

vious to his death he removed to Dayton, Ohio, where he died in

1869.

He was made a Mason in Lodge No. 43 on December 10,

1823, passed and raised on the 19th of the same month. He
served in several appointed offices, was elected Junior Warden in

November, 1833, on the revival of the Lodge from its anti-

Masonic depression; frequently filling, during the year 1834, the

stations of Senior Warden and Worshipful Master ; and finally,

at the stated meeting of December 10, 1834, was elecced

Worshipful Master, which position he faithfully filled to the end

of his term.

His name is enrolled with that noble band who sustained the

Lodge during the anti-Masonic craze.

ROBERT MODERWELL.

[W. M., 1835 to 1837 ; 1S46 to 1847.]

Robert Moderwell was born in Lancaster, Pa., on March

26, 1796. His father, John Moderwell, emigrated to this country

from Ireland. He was reared and educated by his uncle (by

marriage) P. M. Bro. William Kirkpatrick, in whose store he

was afterwards employed as a dry goods clerk. He, in partner-

ship with Peterson Andrews, succeeded Wm. Kirkpatrick upon

his retirement from the dry goods business in 1829 or 1830. In

1832, he engaged in the auction and commission business at the

south-east corner of North Queen and Orange Streets. About
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.the time of the opening by the State of the Philadelphia and

Columbia Railroad, in 1835 or 1836, he engaged in the freight

business between Lancaster and Philadelphia, which he con-

ducted on East Chestnut Street, east of the " Hiester House."

In 1845 or 1846, he removed his place of business to the premises

which he erected for the purpose, on North Queen Street above

the railroad, and now occupied by the Pennsylvania Railroad

Company as a freight depot, where he also resided and conducted

the freight transportation business until his decease.

In 1S39, he was a member of Select Council. He was also a

member of the School Board, and on May 9, 1843, ^^ ^^^ elected

President of that body, and was reelected to the same position

for three succeeding years. He died, January 19, 1859, in the

sixty-third year of his age, leaving a widow and two children

who still survive him.

He was made a Mason in Lodge No. 43 on January 11, 1826,

and at once took an active part in the affairs of the Lodge. He
was elected Junior Warden in December, 1826, Senior Warden,

December, 1S27, Secretary in 1833, and Worshipful Master in

1835, in which position he officiated two years. He was elected

Treasurer in December, 1843, ^^'^ served two years, and in De-

cember, 1846, was again elected Worshipful Master, serving one

year. He was appointed District Deputy Grand Master in 1839,

and filled the office until 1848, when he resigned the position

and ceased active membership in the Lodge, being elected an

honorary member April 12, 1S48. He was one of the noble

band who upheld the Lodge during the anti-Masonic times.

He was also a Past High Priest of Chapter No. 43, Royal Arch

Masons.

At his death the Lodge attended his funeral, and he was buried

with the impressive ceremonies of the Order, in Lancaster Ceme-

tery.

ELIJAH McLENIGAN.

[W. M., 1837 to 1838.]

Elijah McLenigan was a dry goods merchant, whose place of

business was on East King Street east of Duke Street, on the

south side. He served one term as Prothonotary of Lancaster
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county, and was for a number of years an Alderman of the city.

He was an active member of the Union Fire Company and other

organizations. He was a highly honored and respected citizen,

esteemed for his many fine traits of character, and for his ener-

getic performance of every duty.

He was made a Mason in Philanthropic Lodge No. 104. from

which he withdrew for the purpose of joining Lodge No. 43,

into which he was admitted a member on November 8, 1826.

He at once manifested an active interest in the affairs of the

Lodge, and became one of its most useful members, filling at

some time all the different offices of the Lodge. He was elected

Junior Warden, December, 1827, Senior Warden in December,

1828, and Treasurer in December, 1829. He served as Treasurer

until 1831. In 1834 he was elected Secretary, and served in this

office until December, 1837, when he was elected Worshipful

Master, which position he filled one year. In December, 1839,

he was again elected Treasurer, and served for one year. His

name is inscribed on the roll of honor, as one of the little band

who upheld the Lodge during the anti-Masonic excitement.

He was also a member of Chapter No. 43, Royal Arch Ma-

sons.

JACOB ALBRIGHT.

[W. M., 1838 to 1840.]

Jacob Albright was born June 26, 1791, in Lancaster. He
taught school for some time in the old Lancaster Academy on

North Queen Street, between Lemon and James Streets, was a

printer by trade, was for some years engaged in the forwarding

and commission business, and was Mayor of the City of Lan-

caster in the year 1855. He was an officer and member of the

Moravian church. He was a man of quiet and retiring disposi-

tion, very amiable and agreeable in his manners, and was highly

respected as a citizen. He died March 18, 1856.

He was made a Mason in Lodge No. 43 on March 14, 1821,

was elected Junior Warden in December, 1S23, and Worshipful

Master on December 12, 1838, and served in that position two

years. He was appointed in 1852, by R. W. Grand Master An-

thony Bournonville, M. D., District Deputy Grand Master for
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the Lancaster District, in which position he served with dis-

tinction for the period of two years.

Bro. Albright was a man of excellent judgment, and in mat-

ters of principle possessed an iron will. The possession of these

qualities of mind preeminently fitted him for the office of Wor-

shipful Master at the time he was chosen, and his administration

ended with a marked improvement in the discipline of the

Lodge. He gave liberally of his time and means for the ad-

vancement of the fraternity and the prosperity of the Lodge.

He was also a member of Chapter No. 43, Royal Arch Masons.

EMANUEL SCHAEFFER.
[W. M., 1840 to 1841.]

Emanuel Schaeffer was born February 27, 1793, and re-

ceived a common-school education. At the age of fifteen years

he was apprenticed to learn the saddling and harness-making

business ; after the expiration of his apprenticeship he worked at

his trade as journeyman, and when he had accumulated one hun-

dred dollars commenced business on his own account in this

city. By strict attention to business and untiring perseverance,

he succeeded in amassing a considerable fortune.

He served as Associate Judge of the Court of Common Pleas

of this county for nine years, from 1841 to 1850. He was Pre-

sident of the Lancaster Savings Institution. For thirteen years

he was President of the City Councils. He also filled various

other offices of trust and responsibilty, discharging the various

duties thereof in such manner as to reflect credit on himself and

give entire satisfaction to the public. He was a man of the

strictest honor and integrity. He died at Newberg, Cumber-

land county in 1864, in the 72d year of his age.

He was made a Mason in Lodge No. 43, December 13, 1815,

was elected Junior Warden December, 1S21, was elected Treas-

urer in 1824, and served four years. He was elected Senior

Warden in 1834, and Worshipful Master in 1840. He was a

second time elected Treasurer in 1S45, ^"^ served one year.

He was elected an honorary member of the Lodge, August 9,

1843.

He was also a member of Chapter No. 43, Royal Arch Masons.
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JOSEPH MOSHER.

[W. M., 1841 to 1842.]

Colonel Joseph Mosher was a son of Bro. P. M. Gen. Jere-

miah Mosher. He learned the trade of blacksmith with his

father. He was a Supervisor of the Pennsylvania Railroad

while it was under State control. He resided, for a number of

years, on the Harrisburg pike just outside of the city. He was

a very fine-looking man, and of very sociable and agreeable

manners.

He was made a mason in Lodge No. 43, May 13, 1812. He
was elected Senior Warden in 1840, and Worshipful Master in

1841. He was elected Secretary of the Lodge in 1845, ^"^^ filled

the office two years. He withdrew from the Lodge in 1848.

He was also a member of Chapter No. 43 Royal Arch Ma-

sons, from which he also withdrew in 1848.

GEORGE B. KERFOOT.

[W. M., 1843 to 1844.]

George B. Kerfoot, M. D., was born in the city of Dublin,

June 27, 1808. He emigrated to America when eleven years of

age ; studied medicine with Dr. Samuel Humes
;
graduated at

the Jefferson Medical College in 1830, and practiced his profes-

sion in Lancaster, rising rapidly to eminence and distinction.

He opened an anatomical school for medical students, deliver-

ing lectures on anatomy. He was for several years an active

member of the School Board and City Councils. He was a fre-

quent contributor to the Lancaster papers, and wrote some

poems of great merit. He, on several occasions, delivered pub-

lic lectures on the Eye and Brain, and was frequently summoned

as a witness in medical cases before the courts of Baltimore,

Harrisburg, and elsewhere. He died in 1851, in the 44th year

of his age.

He was a made a Mason in Lodge No. 43, March 14, 1838;

was elected Junior Warden December, 1840, Senior Warden

December, 1841, and Worshipful Master in December, 1842,

serving in the latter office until December 27, 1844.

He was a Past High Priest of Chapter No. 43, Royal Arch

Masons.
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He was appointed District Deputy Grand Master for this Ma-
sonic District in 1848, and served as such up to the time of his

death in 1851. He was buried with Masonic ceremonies in

Woodward Hill Cemetery, and a monument was erected by the

Lodge over his grave.

J. HEXRY BROWN.

[W. M. 185410 1845.]

J. Henry Brown was born in Lancaster, August 21, 1818.

He was a clerk in the Recorder's Office, under Recorder Jacob

Peelor. In 1836 he commenced the study of painting under Mr.

Arthur Armstrong. In 1839 he commenced business for him-

self in the same line as followed by Mr, Armstrong, viz.: Por-

trait, historical and landscape, sign and fancy painting, to which

he also added miniature painting on ivory. He followed the

business as above until 1844, when he discontinued all other

kinds of painting except miniature painting on ivory. In the fall

of 1845 ^^ removed to Philadelphia, where he still resides, and

follows the profession of his choice.

He was made a Mason in Lodge No. 43, December ix, 1839,

In December, 1840, he was elected Secrerary, in which office he

served until March, 1843, when he resigned the office. In De-

cember, 1843, ^^ was elected Senior Warden, and in December,

1844, Worshipful Master. He withdrew from the Lodge Septem-

ber 12, 1849, ^^d was admitted a member of Philadelphia Lodge,

No. 72, in 1854, of which he has been a life member for a long

time. Bro. P. M. Brown is the oldest living Past Master of

Lodge No. 43.

JAMES REGAN.

[W. M., 1845 to 1846.]

James Regan was an Englishman and a gentleman of culture

and education. He was a school teacher by occupation and

taught the High School, in Franklin College building on Lime

Street, between Orange and Chestnut Streets.

In 1846, while Worshipful Master of the Lodge, he received

information that a fortune and Baronetcy awaited him in Eng-
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land. He consequently withdrew from the Lodge, resigned his

school, and embarked for his native country. He was much

esteemed as a teaclier, and his scholars made him elegant pres-

ents in parting with him. His services to the Lodge had been

so markedly useful that the members passed highly compliment-

ary resolutions. (See History, p. 147)-

On arriving in England he was met with disappointment, as

he received neither the fortune nor the Baronetcy. He returned

to America, and on the voyage was shipwrecked, losing all his

possessions. Upon receiving notice of his distress, the Lodge

forwarded him means to return to Lancaster, where he was as-

sisted and enabled to embark for the West to a new field of en-

terprise.

He was made a Mason in Lodge No. 43, October 11, 1843,

was elected Senior Warden, December, 1844, and was elected

Worshipful Master, December, 1845. ^^ withdrew from the

Lodge, June 10, 1846. While connected with the Lodge he

was one of its most useful members.

He was also a member of Chapter No. 43, Royal Arch Masons.

CHARLES EORDON WENTZ.*

[W. M., 1847 to 1849.]

Charles E. Wentz was born in Lancaster, Penna., April 6,

1820. He received his education at the Lititz Academy. In

1834 he engaged in mercantile pursuits in Philadelphia. In

1845 ^"^^ opened business in Lancaster, and the dry goods firm

of Wentz & Bro's was for many years one of the largest and

best known in Lancaster County. His place of business was on

East King St., south side, a few doors east of Penn Square.

He was for a number of years a member of the Lancaster School

Board, and was City Treasurer from 1866 to 1869. He was

laterly engaged in the Mercantile Agency and Insurance business,

and was appointed by Gov. Pattison a Notary Public.

He was made a Mason in Lodge No. 43, December 9, 1846,

and was elected Worshipful Master in December, 1847. ^^ ^^^.s

reelected Worshipful Master in December, 1848.

*Bro. P. M. Chas. E. Wentz died September i, 1885.
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He was a Past High Priest of Chapter No. 43, Royal Arch

Masons ; and a member of Lancaster Lodge of Perfection, A.

A. S. R.

JUNIUS B. KAUFMAN.

[W. M.. 1849 to 1851.]

Junius B. Kaufman, Esq., was born in Lancaster, February

2, 1822. He was educated at private schools of Lancaster and

at the Lancaster Academy. At the age of seventeen he was

apprenticed to learn the profession of printer, but his health

failing, in one year his indentures were cancelled and he com-

menced reading law in the office of the late Emanuel C. Rei-

gart, Esq. He was admitted to the Lancaster Bar in March,

1843. Ii"* 1852, on account of bad health, he went to Florida.

His health improving, he returned to Lancaster in June, 1853,

and in July of the same year embarked for London in company

with Bro. P. M. James Buchanan, who was then minister to the

court of St. James. He traveled in England, France, Italy and

Sicily, and after a year's absence, returned to his home, his

health fully restored, and resumed the practice of his profession.

He was elected to Select Council in 185 8, from which he re-

signed in January, 1861, to accept the office of Notary Public,

to which he was appointed by Governor Packer.

He was made a Mason in Lodge No. 43 on March 10, 1847,

was elected Junior Warden in December of the same year, Senior

Warden in December, 1848, and Worshipful Master in Decem-

ber, 1849. He was reelected Master in 1850, and at the expi-

ration of his term of ofifice in 185 1, he was appointed District

Deputy Grand Master for this district, to succeed Bro. Robert

Moderwell, deceased. He served in this office one year.

He is also a Past High Priest of Chapter No. 43, Royal Arch

Masons; a member of Lancaster Commandery No. 13, M. K.

T., and a member of Lancaster Lodge of Perfection, A. A. S. R.

JOHN JACOB KELLER.

[W. M., 1851 to 1852.]

John Jacob Keller was born at "Lititz Mills," Lancaster
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County, Pa., on October 12, 1817. Was educated at Lititz

schools. Employed in his father's mill until 1840. In 1849 ^^

was appointed collector of tolls for the Pennsylvania Railroad,

then under State control. In 1853 he was appointed inspector

of customs at the Custom House, Philadelphia. In 1854 he

moved from Philadelphia to Columbia Furnace, Shenandoah

county, Virginia, and, in partnership with Samuel B. Myers,

purcliased the charcoal iron works of that place. In 1856 he

withdrew from the firm and purchased the Capon Iron Works,

in PJardy county. West Virginia, where he is still engaged in the

manufacture of charcoal iron.

He was made a Mason in Lodge No. 43 on April 12, 1848,

was elected Secretary in December, 1849, served one year, was

elected Junior Warden in 1850, and Worshipful Master in De-

cember, 1851. He withdrew from the Lodge March 14, 1877.

Bro. Keller is also a Past High Priest of Chapter No. 43, Royal

Arch Masons.

CHARLES MILLER HOWELL.
[W. M., 1852 to 1853; 1854 to 1855.]

Charles Miller Howell was born in Philadelphia, April 24,

1 81 4. He attended private school until his twelfth year, when

he was sent to an Academy in Plainfield, Connecticut. Upon
his return to his home, he was apprenticed at the marble trade,

under General Peter Fritz, Past Grand Master of the Grand

Lodge of Pennsylvania, under whom he served until twenty-one

years of age, and with whom he afterwards worked as journey-

man for several years. In 1838, he entered into the trade upon

his own account, at the S. E. corner of Ridge Avenue and Pleasant

Street, and subsequently in Fourth above Race Street. In 1843,

he removed to Lancaster, and in September of the same year,

he re-commenced the marble business on East King Street. In

1846 he removed his business to North Queen Street, between

Orange and Chestnut Streets, where he still continues it. In

1856, he was elected County Treasurer. He served for a num-

ber of years in City Councils, in both the Common and Select

branches. Also filled the position of School Director. In 1872,

he was appointed by the Mayor as Chief Engineer of the Lan-
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caster Fire Department, and was afterwards elected to the same

office by the firemen themselves. He was an active member of

the Empire Hook and Ladder Fire Company from its institu-

tion, and was elected President of the Company in 1858, and

was continuously chosen to that office until the company dis-

banded in the year 1884.

He is a member of the Presbyterian Church. He was elected

a Trustee of the Church in 1844, and Treasurer of the Church

in 1874, both of which positions he still holds.

He was one of the originators of the " Home for Friendless

Children" for the City and County of Lancaster, in the year

i860, and has been a member of the Board of Trustees since

that time, and Secretary of the Home since 1876.

He was made a Mason in Mount Moriah Lodge No. 155, of

Philadelphia, Pa., on December 24, 1839, and withdrew from

that Lodge in December, 1843. On his arrival in Lancaster in

1843, he immediately became a regular visitor to Lodge No. 43,

assisting in the labors of the Lodge and filling various vacant

offices. He was admitted a member of Lodge No. 43, June

14, 1848, and during this year he acted as Senior Warden pro

tem., and twice as Secretary pro tem., and at the December

meeting was elected Junior Warden. Li 1849 he was elected

Senior Warden, and in 1852, Worshipful Master, serving one

year. In 1854 he was again elected Worshipful Master and

served as such until December, 1855.

On December 27, 1856, he was appointed by R. W. Grand
Master Peter Williamson, Esq., District Deputy Grand Master

for this Masonic District, and was continuously re-appointed for

twenty years, when he declined a re-appointment.

On the establishment of the Representative System in the

Grand Lodge, in 1867, he was chosen by Lodge No. 43 as its

Representative, which office he filled until 1875. He was

Chairman of the Charity and Grievance Committee of the

Lodge for many years. During his entire membership he has

been one of the most active and useful members of the Lodge.

He is a Past High Priest of Chapter No. 43, Royal Arch Ma-
sons, was appointed District Deputy Grand High Priest in 1856,

and filled that office for about twenty years.
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He is a Past Thrice Illustrious Grand Master of Goodwin

Council No. 19. and was District Deputy Most Puissant Grand

Master for several years. He is a member of the Harrisburg

Lodge of Perfection 14°, Harrisburg Council Princes of Jerus-

alem 16°, Harrisburg Chapter Rose Croix 18°, and of Harris-

burg Consistory 32°, A. A. S. R.

He was one of the charter members of Lancaster Comman-
dery No. 13, M. K. T., was its first Eminent Commander, and

was continuously reelected to the same ofifice eight years. He
was appointed Division Commander of this Templar District in

1875, ^"d served for several years. He was afterwards again

appointed to the same office, and served until 1884, when the

ofifice was discontinued.

He served in several appointed ofifices in the Grand Com-

mandery; was Grand Prelate in 1865, was elected Junior Grand

Warden in 1866, Senior Grand Warden in 1867, Grand Captain

General in 1868, Grand Generalissimo in 1869, Deputy Grand

Commander in 1870, and Right Eminent Grand Commander in

1 87 1, which office he filled one year.

In honor of his valuable Masonic services, the following Ma-

sonic bodies have been given his name: "Howell Lodge No.

405," at Brookville, Chester County, Pa.; "Charles M. Howell

Lodge No. 496," at Safe Harbor, Lancaster County, Pa.;

"Howell Chapter No. 202, R. A. M.," at West Chester, Pa.,

and " Howell Chapter No. 199, R. A. M.," at York, Penna.

In testimony of the appreciation of his services by his Ma-

sonic brethren, in different parts of the State, he has been the

recipient of testimonials and many elegant and costly presents

from individuals, lodges and chapters.

CHARLES W. COOPER.

[W. M., 1853 to 1854.]

Charles W. Cooper was born in Lancaster, Pa., February 3,

1823. He received his education at the common schools and

Franklin Academy of Lancaster. He was first employed in

Henry Carson's dry goods store. In 1838 he went to Philadel-

phia and was employed as clerk in the wholesale dry goods bus-
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iness until 1847, when he returned to Lancaster and became

book-keeper and afterwards Treasurer of the cotton mills, which

position he resigned and went to Europe in 1857. On his return

from his European tour he was employed in J. & P. Long's dry

goods store on North Queen Street. In i860 he went to Pitts-

burgh and became employed with the house of Hostetter & Smith,

in which business he is still engaged.

He was made a Mason in Lodge No. 43 February 11, 1852,

and was elected Junior Warden in December of the same year.

He was elected Worshipful Master in December, 1853, and at

the expiration of his year of service, December, 1854, was ap-

pointed District Deputy Grand Master for this Masonic district,

which ofifice he filled for one year. He withdrew from the Lodge

July 9, 1856.

He was also a Past High Priest of Chapter No. 43, Royal

Arch Mason.

JOHN McCALLA.

[W. M., i855to 1856.]

John McCalla, D. D. S., was born in the Province of Ulster,

Ireland, November 21, 1814. In 1821 he emigrated with his

parents to the United States and settled in Philadelphia. He
received a common school education, which was supplemented

by a desire for study, and the opportunities of which he availed

himself while engaged in the book store of the late Asheton Clax-

ton. He afterwards learned, and ^for a time was engaged in a

mechanical pursuit, which he afterwards abandoned by reason of

its proving uncongenial to his tastes and feelings. In 1846 he

began the study of dentistry under the renowned Chapin A.

Harris, M. D., D. D. S. He attended lectures at the Baltimore

Dental College, at that time the only Dental College in the

world, and graduated with honors in 1848. He practiced his

profession in Philadelphia for a short time, but in the latter part

of the year 1848 he removed to Lancaster. He rapidly acquired

a large and lucrative practice and assumed a leading position in

his profession both as an operator and writer. He was one of

the petitioners to obtain a charter for the first Dental College

established in Pennsylvania, and subsequently contributed largely
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to the formation of the second college. He was elected first

Vice-President of the Odontographic Society, at its formation in

Philadelphia. He was one of the founders of the Harris Dental

Association of Lancaster, and its first President. He was the

first to suggest the founding of a State Dental Society, and at

the second annual meeting of this body, held in the city of Pitts-

burgh, he was elected its President. He served for some time as

a member of the Lancaster School Board. In 1877, owing to

failing health, he relinquished the practice of his profession, and

removed to the neighboring town of Millersville, where he now
resides.

Past Master McCalla was made a Mason in Lodge No. 43

March 14, 1849. He was elected Junior Warden in 1S54, and

Worshipful Master in 1855. For a number of years he was

elected and served as a Trustee of the Lodge.

He was a member of Chapter No. 43, Royal Arch Masons,

and of Lancaster Commandery No. 13, M. K. T.

JOHN JACOB SPRENGER.

[W. M., 1856 to 1857.]

J. J. Sprenger was born at Reading, Pa., January 1, 1825.

He came to Lancaster with his parents in 1836, attended the

public schools, learned the trade of brewing in Lancaster, and

afterwards learned cigar making in Philadelphia. He carried on

the bottling business in HoUidaysburg, Blair county, and after-

wards in Lancaster. He next engaged, in partnership with J.

M. Westhaeffer, in the book and stationery business. In 1857

he visited and traversed a large portion of Europe. In 1859 he

was appointed Consul at Dresden, and was afterwards transferred

to Venice, where he remained until 1862. On his return to

America he purchased his father's old brewery, at the corner of

Walnut and Water Streets, this city, and conducted the business

for some years. He made an extended trip across the continent,

and in 1871 made his third trip to Europe, passing through

England, France, Germany, Switzerland, Belgium and Spain.

Previous to making this last trip he lectured in many places

on " Steaming Across the Continent," and after his return from
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Europe, he lectured on "Reminiscenses of a Tour through Spain

and Portugal." He next engaged in the printing business, and

published a morning daily and a weekly newspaper. He then

made his fourth trip to Europe, and on his return settled in

Georgia, and again engaged in the bottling business; first in

Rome and afterwards in Atlanta, and is still so engaged in the

latter place.

Bro. Sprenger is a self-made man of considerable intellectual

ability, highly entertaining as a writer and lecturer, and has

gained considerable reputation ai an American traveler.

He was made a Mason in Lodge No. 43 September 14, 1853,

was elected Senior Warden in 1855, and Worshipful Master in

1856.

He is a Past High Priest of Chapter No. 43, Royal Arch Ma-

sons, was a member of Goodwin Council No. 19, R. S. E. & S.

M., and of Lancaster Commandery No. 13, M. K. T.

ELAM D. HURST.

[W. M., 1857 to 1858.]

Elam D. Hurst was born in Paradise, Lancaster county. Pa.,

November 14, 1828. He was educated at the public schools of

Lancaster. He learned the trade of iron moulding, at which he

worked seven years. For the past thirty-six years he has been

employed as overseer of the spinning department of Conestoga

steam cotton mill No. 2.

He was made a Mason in Lodge No. 43 November 12, 1851.

He was elected Junior Warden in December, 1853, Senior War-

den in 1854, and Worshipful Master in 1857.

He is also a Past High Priest of Chapter No. 43, Royal Arch

Masons, a Past T. L G. M. of Goodwin Council No. 19, R. S. E.

& S. M., and a Past Commander of Lancaster Commandery No.

13, M. K. T.

HENRY BAUMGARDNER.

[W. M., 1858 to 1859; 1864 to 1865.]

Henry Baumgardner was born at York, Pa., February 9,

1 82 1. He received his education at the common schools and at

16
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Pennsylvania College, Gettysburg, Penna. He came to Lan-

caster on September 30, 1839, and engaged in the mercantile

trade, which he followed until the year 1850, when he became

engaged in the coal trade, in which he is still engaged, the firms

with which he has been connected conducting a very extensive

business. In the year 1866 he organized the firm of Baumgard-

ner, Woodward & Co., manufacturers of cordage at Beverly,

New Jersey, with an office in Philadelphia, and now doing a

very extensive business. He was one of the organizers of the

"Lancaster Gas Light and Fuel Company," and is President

of the Company. He has been identified with nearly all the

enterprises of the city during his residence therein. He was for

several years a member of Common Councils of Lancaster, and

also of the Lancaster City School Board. In 1874, he, in com-

pany with nine other gentlemen, took a trip across the continent,

and on his return home he delivered a very interesting and in-

structive lecture in the Lancaster Court House, entitled "A
Trans-Continental Trip to the Occident," in which he por-

trayed, to a very large and appreciative audience, the beauties

and wonder of our great country.

Bro. Baumgardner was made a Mason in Lodge No. 43 on

February II, 1852. He was elected Senior Warden in 1857,

and Worshipful Master in December, 1858, serving one year.

He was again elected Worshipful Master in December, 1864,

and at the expiration of his term of service in Deicember, 1S65,

was elected Treasurer, which office he filled until May 11, 1870,

when he resigned his office and withdrew from the Lodge to

assist in the formation of Lamberton Lodge, No. 476. He was

elected the first Treasurer of that Lodge, and filled the office

about ten years.

He is a Past High Priest of Chapter No. 43 Royal Arch

Masons, and for a number of years has been a member of its

Board of Trustees. He is a member of Goodwin Council No.

19, R. S. E. & S. M., and of Lancaster Lodge of Perfection,

and is a Past Commander of Lancaster Commandery No. 13,

M. K. T.

In December, 1875, ^^^ ^^^^ appointed District Deputy Grand

Master for this Masonic District, which office he filled until

December, 1880, when he declined re -appointment.
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JOHN L. ATLEE, Jr.*

[W. M., 1859 to i860.]

John L. Atlee, Jr., M. D., was born in Lancaster, Pa., June

21, 1830. He received his education at the Franklin Academy,

this city, and at Yale College, from which latter institution he

graduated in 1849. He studied medicine with the eminent phy-

sician and surgeon, his father, Dr. John L. Atlee, Sr. He
graduated from the medical department of the University of

Pennsylvania in 1853. Since which time he has practiced his

profession in Lancaster. He was attending physician for many

years of the Lancaster County Almshouse and Hospital, and

during the war of the Rebellion, was United States Examining

Surgeon of Volunteers and drafted men of Lancaster county,

under Provost Marshal Thaddeus Stevens, Jr.

He was made a Mason in Lodge No. 43 on December 12,

1855, ^^^ elected Junior Warden in December, 1856, and re-

elected in T857 ; was elected Senior Warden in 1858, and Wor-

shipful Master in 1859.

He was also a member and Past High Priest of Chapter No.

43, Royal Arch Masons.

GEORGE M. KLINE.

[W. M., i860 to 1861].

George M. Kline was born in Lancaster, Pa., October 20th,

1819. Educated in Lancaster, upon leaving school he was

engaged for several years in the store of his uncles, Kline &
McClure. He then entered the law office of the late Reah

Frazer, Esq., and was admitted to practice in the different courts

of Lancaster county in 1842. During the administration of

Governor Shunk he was appointed to prosecute the pleas in the

Mayor's Court. He has held no other public positions, con-

fining himself to the practice of his profession, in which he is

regarded as one of the leaders at the bar.

He was made a Mason in Lodge No. 43 on March 11, 1857,

was elected Junior Warden in 1858, Senior Warden in 1859, and

Worshipful Master in i860.

*Bro. P. M. J. L. Atlee, Jr., died July 18, 1885.
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He is also a Past High Priest of Chapter No. 437, Royal Arch

Masons.

WILLIAM AUGUSTUS ATLEE.

[W. M., 1861 to 1862.]

William Augustus Atlee, Esq., was born in Lancaster, Pa.,

January 9, 1832, his father, Dr. John L. Atlee, being one of the

ablest and most widely known physicians and surgeons this

State has produced. He received his preliminary education at

the schools of this city, and at the age of fifteen years entered

Yale College, from which institution he graduated with honors

in the class of 1851. He studied law in the office of his uncle,

the Hon. Thomas E. Franklin, LL. D., and was admitted to the

Lancaster bar in 1854. In 1856 he was chairman of the Repub-

lican county committee. In 1865 he was elected District At-

torney for Lancaster county. In 1869 he was elected Mayor of

the city of Lancaster, serving with distinction and ability for the

term of two years. He entered the service of the United States

as a volunteer in 1861, in the ist Regiment Pennsylvania Volun-

teers. He was afterwards captain of Company A, 1 2th Regiment,

and subsequently captain of Company F, 50th Regiment Penn-

sylvania Volunteers. He is at present actively engaged in the

practice of his profession.

He was made a Mason in Lodge No. 43 March 12, 1856, was

elected Junior Warden in December, 1859, Senior Warden in

December, i860, and Worshipful Master in December, 1861.

He has for a number of years been a member of the Grievance

Committee of the Lodge and is a Past High Priest of Chapter

No. 43, Royal Arch Masons.

HENRY CARPENTER.
[W. M., 1862 to 1863.J

Henry Carpenter, M. D., was born in Lancaster, Pa., De-

cember 10, 1 81 9. Received his early education in the public

schools of this city and in the Lancaster County Academy.

He studied medicine under Dr. Samuel Humes, and attended

lectures in the medical department of the University of Pennsyl-
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vania, from which institution he graduated in 1841, and imme-

diately commenced the practice of his profession in his native

city. In 1844, he aided in the organization of the Lancaster

County Medical Society, and was elected its first Secretary. In

1855, he was elected President of the same Society. He has

also filled the positions of Vice-President, Secretary and Censor

of the Pennsylvania State Medical Society. For a number of

years he was a member of the School Board and City Councils,

in the latter of which he served many years as President of the

Select branch, and also for some time as President of the Com-

mon branch. He has also filled many other positions, as direc-

tor, etc., in gas, insurance, railroad companies, etc. He is at

present actively engaged in the practice of his profession.

He was made a Mason in Lodge No. 43 May 14, 1856; was

elected Junior Warden, December, i860; was elected Senior

Warden, December, 1861, and Worshipful Master in December,

1S62.

He is a Past High Priest of Chapter No. 43, Royal Arch

Masons, a Past Commander of Lancaster Comuiandery No. 13,

M. K. T., a member of Goodwin Council No. 19, and a mem-
ber of Lancaster Lodge of Perfection, A. A. S. R.

FREDERICK S. ALBRIGHT.

[W. M., 1863 to 1864.]

Frederick S. Albright was born in Maytown, East Donegal

township, Lancaster county, INIay 16, 181 6. He received a

common school education. He learned milling in Jacob Gray-

bill's mill in East Donegal township, with Joseph Saugery. He
followed milling in Cumberland county three years, then in

Highspire, Dauphin county, one year, at Schock's mill.

East Donegal township, three years, and at Hiestand and

Hostetter's mill in Rapho township, four years. He moved to

Lancaster in 1855, and was engaged in the coal and lumber

business four years. He served seven or eight years as tax col-

lector of Lancaster City, and three years as deputy Register

under Register Jeremiah Rohrer.

He was made a Mason in Lodge No. 43 on February 11,
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1857, was elected Junior Warden in 1861, Senior Warden in

1862, and Worshipful Master in 1863. He withdrew from the

Lodge January 12, 1870, and afterwards became a member of

Skerrett Lodge No. 343, at Cochransville, Pa.

He was also a member of Chapter No. 43, Royal Arch Ma-

sons.

WILLIAM E. HEINITSH.

[W. M., 1865 to 1866.]

William E. Heinitsh wasa son of Mr. John F. Heinitsh. He
was born at Lancaster, Pa., August 10, 1827. He was edu-

cated at the Lititz Academy. He was engaged in the whole-

sale notion business on East King Street, corner of Christian

Street. Later he was engaged in the sale of paints, pic-

ture frames and musical merchandise on Orange street, east of

North Queen Street. He was possessed of an excellent musical

talent, and took an active part in the musical organizations of

his day in Lancaster. He was for a number of years leader of

the choir of St. Mary's Catholic church, and afterwards and up

to the time of his death, was the leader of the choir of Trinity

Lutheran church. He died November 24, 1867, and was buried

with Masonic ceremonies in Woodward Hill Cemetery.

He was made a Mason in Lodge No. 43 September 30, 1857,

was elected Junior Warden in 1863, Senior Warden in 1864, and

Worshipful Master in 1865.

He was a Past High Priest of Chapter No. 43, Royal Arch

Masons, and a member of the Chapter to the date of his death.

WILLIAM A. MORTON.
[W. M., 1866 to 1867.]

William A. Morton was born in Lancaster, Pa., October 12,

1830. He was educated at the Common Schools and at Frank-

lin College. He was apprenticed to G. W. Hammersly to learn

printing. In 1853 he was letter carrier under Postmaster

Reigart, he being the only letter carrier the city possessed at

that time. He filled the position 3^ years, and was afterwards

Clerk in the Post Office 4^4 years under Postmaster Swarr. In
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July, 1864, he became a member of the firm of Cooper, Sander-

son & Co., who became the proprietors and publishers of the

Lancaster Intelligeticer. In 1867, he severed his connection

with the Intelligeticer, and was employed in the store of Deaner

(S: Co., where he remained about five years, when he retired to

his father's farm for one or two years. In 1876, he was em-

ployed as book-keeper of the Intelligencer office, which position

he still continues to fill. He was a member of Common Council

two years, a member of Select Council six years, was Jury Com-
missioner, and a member of the Lancaster School Board from

1866 to 1884.

He was made a Mason in Lodge No. 43 March 8, 1854, was

elected Junior Warden in 1865, and Worshipful Master in 1866.

He withdrew from Lodge No. 43, May 11, 1870, and assisted in

the formation of Lamberton Lodge No. 476, in which Lodge

he was also elected and served as Worshipful Master.

In 1882, he was appointed District Deputy Grand Master of

the Lancaster District, which office he still holds.

He is a Past High Priest of Chapter No. 43, Royal Arch

Masons, Past T. I. G. M. of Goodwin Council No. 19, R. S. E.

& S. M., Past Commander of Lancaster Commandery No. 13,

M. K. T., and Past T. P. G. M. of Lancaster Lodge of Perfec-

tion, A. A. S. R.

SAMUEL H. REYNOLDS.

[W. M.. 1867 to 1868.J

Samuel H. Reynolds, Esq., was born in Columbia county,

Pennsylvania, November 20, 1831. He was educated at Dick-

inson College, from which he graduated in 1850. He pursued

his legal studies in Centre county, under the direction of the

Hon. James T. Hale, and was admitted to the bar in the autumn

of 1854. The succeeding year he spent in a prospecting tour

of the West. Returning to Pennsylvania, he subsequently re-

moved to Lancaster, where he opened an office and commenced

the practice of his profession, rapidly acquiring a large and lu-

crative business, and soon became one of the leaders of his pro-

fession. He was elected City Solicitor in 1857, was appointed
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Notary Public by Governor Packer, was a member of the School

Board for nine years. He was a delegate to several State Dem-

ocratic Conventions, and was a member of the " Peace Conven-

tion" at Harrisburg, at the breaking out of the Rebellion. In

1868, he was the Democratic nominee for Congress against the

late Thaddeus Stevens, and was at one time a candidate for Judge

of the Supreme Court, in both of which contests he received a

flattering vote. In 1872, he was chosen by the Democratic Con-

vention as Delegate at Large to the Constitutional Convention.

He was a member of the banking house of Evans, McEvoy &
Co. He is at present actively engaged in the practice of his

profession.

He was made a Mason in Lodge No. 43 on March 12, 1856,

was elected Senior Warden in 1866, and Worshipful Master in

1867.

He is a member of Chapter No. 43, Royal Arch Masons, of

Lancaster Commandery No. 13, M. K. T., and of Lancaster

Lodge of Perfection, A. A. S. R.

DAVID N. RUSSELL.

[W. M., 1868 to 1869.]

David N. Russell was born in the north of Ireland, of

Scotch-Irish parents, June i, 1830. At the age of seven years

he came to this country with his parents and they settled in

Philadelphia, where he attended the public schools and served

an apprenticeship at the machine business. He came to Lan-

caster at the time the locomotive works were first smarted in 1853

or 1854, and remained in the employ of the company and of

their successors, the Norrises, until after the breaking out of the

Rebellion, when he went to Washington, at the request of

Captain (afterwards Rear- Admiral^ Dalghren, and was employed

three years at the navy-yard on ordnance.

After the war he removed to Lititz, Lancaster county, and for

three years was engaged in the liquor business.

For the past 14 or 15 years he has been employed as fireman

and machinist in the Washington, D. C, navy-yard.

He was made a Mason in Lodge No. 43 July 11, 1855, was

elected Junior Warden in 1S67, and Worshipful Master in 1868.
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He is a member of Chapter No. 43, Royal Arch Mason, of

Goodwin Council No. 19, R. S. E. and S. M., and of Lancaster

Commandery No. 13, M. K. T.

ADAM Z. RINGWALT.

[W. M., 1869 to 1870.]

Adam Z. Ringwalt was born in Caernarvon township, Lan-

caster county, January 2, 1S28. He received his education at

the public schools. In early life he worked upon the farm. He
was for a time in mercantile business in Waynesburg, Chester

county, then apprenticed at tailoring in New Holland ; in a

short time he obtained his release and became engaged in Eaby
& Lightner's mercantile and forwarding store in Concord. He
remained with this firm until they discontinued business, then

was employed in Amos Diller's store in New Holland for four

years, then in the mercantile business in New Milltown, in part-

nership with T. J. Ringwalt. One year later he sold out, to his

partner and opened business in New Holland. In 1858 he came

to Lancaster and engaged in the grocery business on East King

Street above Duke Street, afterwards in Centre Square, where

he added wholesale liquors to his business. He is at present en-

gaged in the same business on West King Street, west of Water

street. In 1879 ^""^ ^^^^ elected Jury Commissioner and served

three years. He was twice elected and served as a member of

Common Councils, and twice a member of the Lancaster School

Board.

He was made a Mason in Lodge No. 43 May 16, 1864, was

elected Senior Warden in 1868, and Worshipful Master in 1869.

He is a member of Chapter No. 43, Royal Arch Masons, and

served in the office of Scribe. He was also a member of Lan-

caster Commandery No. 13, M. K. T., and a member of Good-

win Council No. 19, R. S. E. & S. M., and filled the office of

Principal Conductor of the Work.

GEORGE K. REED.

[W. M., 187010 1 87 1.]

George K. Reed was born in Lancaster, Pa., December 22,
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1826. He attended the public schools of this city until the age

of eighteen years, when he obtained employment in C. Hager's

dry goods and grocery store as errand boy, from which position

he gradually rose to that of chief book-keeper of the establish-

ment. In 1847 he became the book-keeper for the County

Treasurer. While thus employed, he manufactured, during his

spare hours, shoe-blacking, and also trafficked in lime and roof-

ing slate for the Peach Bottom slate quarries. In 1849, he

started a private banking-house, there being at that time no

institution of that nature in the city or county. In January,

1850, he opened his establishment under the name of J. F.

Shroder & Company. This venture proved perfectly successful

until 1857, when, owing to depression, due to a great financial

crisis, the business no longer proving remunerative, was discon-

tinued. In 1858, he formed a new partnership under the name
of Reed, McGrann &: Co., a firm which is still in existence, and

doing a large and prosperous business. He has served as City

Councilman, being at one time President of the Common Coun-

cil. He was for a number of years Manager and Treasurer of

the Lancaster Gas Company, one of the Directors of the Na-

tional Railroad Company, and has also filled many other posi-

tions of trust and honor in various associations and corporations

with which he has been connected, as director, treasurer, or

trustee.

He was made a Mason in Lodge No. 43 February 10, 1864,

was elected Junior Warden in 1868, Senior Warden in 1869,

and Worshipful Master in 1870.

He is also a Past High Priest of Chapter No. 43, Royal Arch

Masons, a member of Goodwin Council, No. 19, R., S. E. & S.

M., and a member of Lancaster Commandery No. 13, M. K. T.

WILLIAM A. WILSON.

[W. M., 1871 to 1872.]

Wm. a. Wilson, Esq., was born at Elizabethtown, Lancaster

County, Pa., on December 27, 1839. He was educated at the

public schools and at the State Norm-il School at Millersville.

He read law in the office of George M. Kline, Esq., and was
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admitted to practice at the Lancaster bar in 1865. He spent

two years in the Southern States, and in 1867 returned to Lan-

caster and commenced the practice of his profession, and has

continued to be actively so engaged to the present time.

He was for four or five years a member of the Lancaster

School Board, and for about the same period a member of Com-
mon Councils. In 1879 he took a trip across the Continent,

and in 1881 he made an extended tour of Europe.

He was made a Mason in Lodge No. 43 September 14, 1S65.

and, by dispensation, took his three degrees that same evening.

He was elected Junior Warden in December, 1869, Senior War-

den in 1870, and Worshipful Master in 187 1. He has for the

past ten years been a member of the Grievance Committee of

the Lodge.

He is a Past High Priest of Chapter No. 43, Royal Arch

Masons, a member of Goodwin Council No. 19, R. S. E. & S.

M., a member of Lancaster Commandery No. 13, M. K. T.,

and a member of Lancaster Lodge of Perfection, A. A. S. R.

JEREMIAH ROHRER.

[W. M., 1872 to 1873.]

Jeremiah Rohrer was born at Lebanon, Pa., May 29, 1827.

At the age of four years, his father moved to Middletown, Pa.,

the birthplace of his mother. After receiving a common school

education, he learned the carpenter trade at Middletown, after-

wards following his trade for some years, and from 1852 to 1857

being a partner in the door and sash factory known as Rohrer &
Shott. In March, 1864, he moved to Lancaster, and entered into

the wholesale wine and liquor business, which he has continued

to the present time.

He served nine months in the war of the Rebellion as Major

of the 127th Regiment, Pennsylvania Volunteers. He was Prison

Inspector for three years, and in 1872 was elected Register of

Wills, which office he filled for three years.

He was made a Mason in Lodge No. 43 November 21, 1867,

was elected Junior Warden in 1870, Senior Warden in 187 1,

and Worshipful Master in 1872. He is at present a member of

the Board of Trustees of the Lodge.
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He is a member of Chapter No. 43, Royal Arch Masons, a

member of Goodwin Council No. 19, R. S. E. and S. M., a

Past Commander of Lancaster Commandery M. K. T., and a

member of Lancaster Lodge of Perfection A. A. S. R.

In June, 1S81, he raised his son, Jacob B. Rohrer, to the sub-

lime degree of a Master Mason, and in April, 1885, he conferred

the same degree upon his son George R. Rohrer, M. D., and

this is the only instance in the history of the Lodge, of a father

conferring the degrees upon two sons.

B. FRANK BRENEMAN.

[W. M., 1873 to 1874.]

B. Frank Breneman was born at Camargo, Lancaster county,

Pa., November 21, 1837. He received his education at the old

Strasburg Academy, at that time one of the most flourishing in-

stitutions in the State. At an early age he began business in the

city of Lancaster, but, after a few years, removed to Cincinnati,

Ohio, where he built up a large business in wholesale paper. In

1868, he returned to Lancaster, on account of failing health, and

became a member of the well-known firm of Flinn & Breneman.

In 1880, he disposed of his interest in the firm and devoted a

year to foreign travel ; and, on his return to this country, spent

considerable time in New York and Philadelphia, until 1883,

when he again became a member of the old firm by purchasing

his former interest, and continues in this business to the present

time.

He has always taken a lively interest in, and been actively

identified with, every enterprise that could add to the develop-

ment of his native city. The Lancaster manufactories ; the

Stevens House ; the Quarryville Railroad, of which he was a

Director ; the Lancaster Watch Company, of which he was for

a time President ; all received a liberal amount of his time, at-

tention and means.

He, for several years, took an active interest in the National

Guard of our State, and served as Major and Ordnance Officer

on General Reeder's staff.

Bro. Breneman was made a Mason in Lodge No. 43 on May
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12, 1869. He was elected Junior Warden in 1871, Senior War-

den in 1872, and Worshipful Master in December, 1873.

He is also a Past High Priest of Chapter No. 43, Royal Arch

Masons, a member of Goodwin Council No. 19, R. S. E. & S.

M., a Past Commander of Lancaster Commandery No. 13, M.

K. T., and Past T. P. G. M, of Lancaster Lodge of Perfection,

A. A. S. R.

He was appointed District Deputy Grand Master of this Ma-

.sonic District in December, 1880, and filled the office until De-

cember, T882. He is the present Representative to the Grand

Lodge from Lodge No. 43, which position he has filled for the

past ten years.

He served as Grand Sword Bearer of the Grand Gommandery
of Pennsylvania from 1878 to 1882, and on June 12, 1882, was

elected R. E. Grand Commander.

During his administration as Grand Commander occurred, on

October 26, 1882, the Grand Templar display in connection

with the bi-centennial celebration of the Commonwealth of

Pennsylvania.

JOHN B. WARFEL.

[W. M., 187410 1875.]

John B. Warfel was born in Paradise township, Lancaster

county. Pa., September 19, 1830. In early life he worked at the

blacksmith trade. At twenty years of age he entered Lewisburg

University, where he remained two years ; then taught school

until 1854, when he commenced farming. He also carried on

surveying and conveyancing. In 1855, he was elected a Justice

of the Peace for Paradise township, and reelected in i860.

He served for several years as District Superintendent of Public

Schools. In 1863, he was appointed a Clerk in the Pension Office

at Washington, D. C. In 1865, he entered Columbia College

as a law student, and graduated in 1867, when he was admitted

to practice at the Lancaster bar. In April, 1S67, he was ap-

pointed Assessor of Internal Revenue for the Ninth Pennsylva-

nia District (Lancaster county) and served until May i, 1869.

In 1869, he was elected State Senator from Lancaster county.
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reelected in 1872, and again in 1875. In 1876, he was chosen

one of the Republican Electors for Pennsylvania. He has served

for a number of years as a member and President of the Lan-

caster City School Board, President of the Lancaster County

Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals, and was Pres-

ident of the Howard Association for a number of years. He is

a member of the Board of Trustees of the State Normal School

at Millersville, and a member of the Board of Trustees of the

Lancaster Cemetery.

In 1877, in connection with Mr. J. M. W. Geist, he com-

menced the publication of the New Era of Lancaster, a daily

and weekly newspaper, in which business he is still engaged.

He was made a Mason in Dawson Lodge No. 16, Washington,

D. C, from which he demitted and was admitted a member of

Lodge No. 43, July 8, 1868. He was elected Senior Warden

in 1873, ^^^ Worshipful Master in 1874. He was for a num-

ber of years annually elected a member of the Board of Trus-

tees of the Lodge.

He is a member of Chapter No. 43, Royal Arch Masons, of

Goodwin Council No. 19, R. S. E. & S. M., and of Lancaster

Commandery No. 13, M. K. T., and a member of the Board of

Trustees of this latter body. He was also a member of Lancaster

Lodge of Perfection, A. A. S. R.

GEORGE R. WELCHANS.

[W. M., 1875 to 1876.]

George R. Welchans, M. D., was born in the city of Lan-

caster, Pa., January 3, 1845, attended the public schools, and

graduated at the High School in 1861. In September of the

same year he went to Philadelphia, served an apprenticeship at

the drug and prescription business, and attended the College of

Pharmacy. In the spring of 1864, he returned to Lancaster and

began the study of medicine in the office of Dr. John L. Atlee.

He attended lectures at the University of Pennsylvania, and

graduated from that institution in 1867. After an extended trip

through the Western States, he commenced the practice of his

profession in this city, and is still actively engaged in the same.
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He has also been engaged in the drug business in this city. He
has several times been physician to the Lancaster County Hos-

pital and Insane Asylum, is surgeon to the Pennsylvania Railroad,

and was one of the Board of Medical Examiners of U. S. Pen-

sioners. He is a member of County, State, and National Medical

Associations, and is at present Treasurer of the City and County

Medical Society. He is one of the Trustees of the "Home for

Friendless Children" of Lancaster.

He was made a Mason in Lodge No. 43 on June 20, 1871, was

elected Junior Warden in 1873, Senior Warden in 1S74, and

Worshipful Master in 1875.

He has for eight or nine years been chairman of the Charity

Committee of the Lodge.

He is a Past High Priest of Chapter No. 43, Royal Arch

Masons, and is Representative to the Grand Chapter. He is

a Past Thrice Illustrious Grand Master of Goodwin Council No.

19, R. S. E. and S. M.; also a Past Commander of Lancaster

Commandery No. 13, M. K. T.

He is a member of Philadelphia Lodge of Perfection, 14°,

De Joinville Council, Princes of Jerusalem, 16°, Kilwinning

Chapter Rose Croix, 18°; and of Philadelphia Consistory, 32°

A. a: S. R.

He was in June, 1885, appointed by Grand Commander Joseph

Alexander, Jr., Division Commander of Division No. 12, com-

prising the Commanderies of Lancaster and York counties.

JAMES PYLE WICKERSHAM.

[W. M., 1876101877.]

James Pyle Wickersham, LL.D., was born in Newlin town-

ship, Chester county, Pennsylvania, March 5, 1S25. He was

brought up on his father's farm, laboring and studying altern-

ately until he went to Unionville Academy, where he was, at the

age of sixteen, an assistant teacher. He afterwards taught in

one of the common schools of the district. In 1845, he became

principal of the Marietta Academy, where he remained ten years.

He relinquished this position to accept that of Superintendent

of Schools in Lancaster county, and, shortly after assuming its
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duties, he founded the Normal Institute at Millersville, out ot

which was eventually developed the first State Normal School,

and, in fact, the whole Normal School system. In 1856, he be-

came the Principal of this school, which he made one of the

most flourishing institutions in the country. He remained there

ten years, when he accepted the position of State Superintend-

ant of Common Schools, which position was first tendered him

by Governor Curtin in 1866, and to which he was afterwards

twice appointed by Governor Geary, and continued by Govern-

ors Hartranft and Hoyt until 1881. He has been repeatedly

offered similar positions in other States and abroad, also a port-

folio as Cabinet Minister by President Sarmiento, of the Argen-

tine Republic, all of which he declined. He was one of the

founders of the Lancaster County Teachers' Association, and

also of the State and National Associations, of which he has

been at various times President. In 1869, he was elected Pres-

ident of the National Superintendents' Association. His papers

on the subject of Education have attracted much attention,

both at home and abroad.

He is also the author of two books on education, one entitled

" School Economy," and the other " Methods of Instruction,"

which are well known in the United States and in Europe. These

works have been translated into the French, Spanish and Jap-

anese languages. In addition he has also in press at the present

time a work on the "History of Education in Pennsylvania,"

from date of earliest settlements on the Delaware. At the re-

quest of Governor Curtin, he prepared the original bill provid-

ing for destitute soldiers' and sailors' orphans, and in 1871 the

Legislature entrusted to him the entire management of the Sol-

diers' Orphans' Schools. From 1870 to 1881 he edited the

Pennsylvania School Journal, one of the most important and

widely-circulated educational periodicals in the Union. He has

been President of the Inquirer Printing and Publishing Com-

pany since its organization.

In 1863, just before the battle of Gettysburg, he organized the

47th Regiment P. V. M., and marched at its head after the re-

treating enemy to the Potomac river. The regiment was mus-

tered in for ninety days, and served about half that time.
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He is President of the Linnaean Society of Lancaster, Vice-

President of the Board of Trustees of Franklin and Marshal Col-

lege, Trustee of the Polytechnic College of Pennsylvania, Trus-

tee of the National School of Elocution and Oratory at Philadel-

phia, Director of the Farmers' National Bank of Lancaster, Di-

rector of the Lancaster Gas Company, Trustee of Children's

Home, Lancaster, and a member of the Lancaster City School

Board. In 1882, he was appointed by President Arthur United

States Minister to Denmark, and after residing at Copenhagen

and filling the ofifice one summer, he was obliged to return home
on account of his health.

He had charge of the Pennsylvania Educational exhibit at the

Centennial Exhibition in 1876. The degree of LL.D. was con-

ferred upon him by Lafayette College ten or twelve years since.

He was made a Mason in Lodge No. 43 January 10, 1866; was

elected Junior Warden in 1874, Senior Warden in 1875, and

Worshipful Master in 1876.

He is also a member of Chapter No. 43, Royal Arch Masons,

and of Lancaster Lodge of Perfection, A. A. S. R.

HENRY P. EICHLER.

[W. M., 1877 to 1878.]

Henry P. Eichler was born at Lititz, Pa., March 11, 1842.

He was educated at the Lititz schools and Academy. He learned

the trade of baker, which business he followed in Lancaster, and

afterwards in Cincinnati, O. He was also engaged in the whole-

sale produce business in Philadelphia for some time. For a num-

ber of years past he has been carrying on his trade of bakmg in

this city.

He was made a Mason in Lodge No. 43 October 12, 1870,

was elected Junior Warden in 1875, Senior Warden in 1876, and

Worshipful Master in 1877.

He is also a member of Chapter No. 43, Royal Arch Masons,

and of Lancaster Commandery No. 13, M. K. T.

17
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WILLIAM O. MARSHALL.

[W., M., 187810 1879].

William O. Marshall was born in Philadelphia, Pa., Octo-

ber 12, 1840. He came to Lancaster with his parents in 1844,

was educated at the common schools of Lancaster, and attended

Franklin and Marshall College three years.

He learned the trade of printing, which business he followed

seven years. For the past eighteen years he has been engaged

in connection with his father, in the boot and shoe business

He was a member of Common Councils for two years, and for the

past nine years has been a member of the Lancaster School Board,

of which body he has been Treasurer the past six years.

He was made a Mason in Lodge No. 43 November 10, 1864,

was elected Junior Warden in 1876, Senior Warden in 1877, and

Worshipful Master in 1878.

He is a Past High Priest of Chapter No. 43, Royal Arch

Masons, and Generalissimo of Lancaster Commandery No. 13,

M. K. T.

JOHN HULL.

[W. M., 187910 1880].

John Hull was born in Lancaster, Pa., March 4, 1835. ^^
received his education in the public schools of Lancaster and at

the Lititz Academy. He first worked at stone cutting one year,

then served an apprenticeship at cigar-making. In 1866 he opened

a retail cigar and tobacco store on West King Street, above Prince

Street, which business he conducted for sixteen years. He then

disposed of his retail business and began the manufacture and

wholesaling of cigars, at his residence on North Mary Street, in

which he is still engaged.

He served nine months in Company E, i22d Regiment Penn-

sylvania Volunteers, in the War of the Rebellion, and in 1863

was in Company I, 50th Regiment, for the emergency. In

1876 he was elected to Common Councils.

He was made a Mason in Lodge No. 43 April 8, 1868, was

elected Junior Warden in 1877, Senior Warden in 1878, and

Worshipful Master in 1879.
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He is a Past High Priest of Chapter No. 43, Royal Arch

Masons, a Past T. I. G. M. of Goodwin Council No. 19, R., S. E.

and S. M., a Past T. P. G. M. of Lancaster Lodge of Perfection,

A. A. S. R., and a member of Lancaster Commandery No. 13,

M. K. T.

ELIPHALET ORAM LYTE.

[W. M., 1880 to 1881.]

Prof. E. O. Lyte was born near Bird-in-Hand, Lancaster Co.,

Pa., June 29, 1842. He worked in his father's nursery during

his early years, attending the common schools each winter until

he enlisted in the army. He served about three years as soldier

and officer in the war of the Rebellion, being wounded at the

battle of Chancellorsville. After the war, he taught a public

school one or two years, and then attended the State Normal

School at Millersville, Pa. He graduated at that school in 1868,

and some time afterwards received the degree of Master of Arts

from Franklin and Marshall College. He has been a member

of the Faculty of the Millersville Normal School since 1868,

and is now Professor of Pedagogics and Grammar in that insti-

tution. In addition to his duties as teacher, he has written a

series of books on the English language, a work on Book-keeping,

seven or eight music books, articles for educational journals, etc.,

and has for several years delivered a large number of lectures

annually, before teachers' institutes and other educational bodies,

in this and other States.

Prof. Lyte was made a Mason in Lodge No. 43 on April 12,

1871. He was elected Junior Warden in December, 1878,

Senior Warden in December, 1879, and Worshipful Master in

December, 1880.

He is a member of Chapter No. 43, Royal Arch Masons, a

member of Goodwin Council No. 19, R., S. E. & S. M., a Past

Commander of Lancaster Commandery No. 13, M. K. T., a

member of Lancaster Lodge of Perfection, 14°, Harrisburg

Council of Princes of Jerusalem, 16°, Harrisburg Chapter of Rose

Croix, 18°, and is Illustrious Commander-in-Chief of Harrisburg

Consistory, 32°, A. A. S. R. He is also Ills. Grand Engineer

and Architect of Pennsylvania Council of Deliberation.
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At the meeting of the Supreme Council of the Ancient Ac-

cepted Scottish Rite, for the Northern Masonic Jurisdiction of

the United States of America, held at Detroit, Michigan, in

1884, he was elected to the 33°, that of Sovereign Grand In-

spector-General.

JOEL S. EABY.

[W. M., 1881 to 1882.]

Joel S. Eaby was born in Eeacock township, Lancaster Co. , Pa.

,

February 20, 1838. He was educated at the public schools and

at the State Normal School at Millersville. In 1855 ^^^ 1856,

he taught school in Lebanon County, then in Lancaster County,

until 1872, when he came to Lancaster City and was employed

as clerk in the office of the Inquirer Printing and Publishing

Company, which position he filled until 1875, when he became

Manager of the Conestoga Cork Works, and served as such until

the destruction of those works by fire in 1882. In March of

this same year, he, in company with Dr. Wm. Compton and Mr.

John Holman, organized the Phoenix Cork Works of this city,

being at the present time in partnership with Dr. Compton, as

proprietors of that establishment.

He was made a Mason in Lodge No. 43 September 11, 1872,

was elected Junior Warden in 1879, Senior Warden in 1880, and

Worshipful Master in 1 88 1.
'

He is also E. High Priest of Chapter No. 43, Royal Arch

Masons, D. I. G. M. of Goodwin Council No. 19, R., S. E.

& S. M., Past Commander of Lancaster Commandery No. 13,

M. K. T., Senior Grand Warden of Lancaster Lodge of Per-

fection, 14°, M. E. S. P. G. M. of Harrisburg Council^of Princes

of Jerusalem, 16°, M. W. & P. M. of Harrisburg Chapter of

Rose Croix, 18°, and a member of Harrisburg Consistory,

32°, A. A. S. R.

GEORGE A. MARSHALL.
[W. M., 1882 to 1883.]

George A. Marshall was born in Lancaster, Pa., July 7,

1849. He was educated at the common schools of Lancaster.
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He was employed in Steinman & Co.'s hardware store until

1873, when, in partnership with Mr. Albert Rengier, he em-
barked in the same business on South Queen Street, under the

firm name of Marshall and Rengier, and is so engaged at the

present time.

He was made a Mason in Lodge No. 43 May 11, 1870; was

elected Junior Warden in 1880, Senior Warden in 1881, and
Worshipful Master in 1882.

He is also a member of Chapter No. 43, Royal Arch Masons,

and of Lancaster Commandery No. 13, M. K. T.

JAMES B. STRINE.

[W. M., 1883 to 1884.]

James B. Strine was born in Lancaster, Pa., November 24,

1837. He was educated at the common schools of I>ancaster.

He learned the trade of printing, and has been employed at the

Intelligencer printing office for the past twenty years. He was

a member of the Lancaster Fencibles, and served with them in

the three months' service at the breaking out of the Rebellion,

being attached to the ist Regiment Pennsylvania Volunteers.

He was made a Mason in Lodge No. 43 on November 21,

1867. He was elected Junior Warden in 1S72, and at the elec-

tion for officers in December, 1873, declined advancement. He
was again elected Junior Warden in 1881, was elected Senior

Warden in 1S82, and Worshipful Master in 1883.

He is a Past High Priest of Chapter No. 43, Royal Arch Ma-

sons, Past T. L G. M. of Goodwin Council No. 19, R., S. E. &
S. M., Past Eminent Commander of Lancaster Commandery No.

13, M. K. T., and Past T. P. G. M. of Lancaster Lodge of Per-

fection, A. A. S. R.

JOSHUA LOUIS LYTE.

[Worshipful Master.]

Joshua L. Lyte was born in Smoketown, East Lampeter

township, Lancaster county, Pa., on September 21, 1851. He
worked in his father's nursery in early life, and received his ed-

ucation in the common schools ; and, when seventeen years of
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age, he came to Lancaster to learn the printing trade at the In-

quirer ofifice, now the Inquirer Printing & Publishing Co. In

1874, he was employed at the Lancaster Examiner office, with

which he is still connected, having for a number of years past

held the position of Business Manager. He was appointed a

Notary Public in 1875, ^7 Gov. Hartranft, and afterwards re-

appointed by Gov. Hoyt and by Gov. Pattison. In 1 871, he

became a member of the Union S. F. & F. H. Co. No. i, and

was an active fireman up to the time of the disbanding of the

volunteer fire department, in 1882, at which time he was Vice-

President, and has since been elected President of the Company.

He was made a Mason in Lodge No. 43, February 12, 1S79,

was elected Junior Warden in 1882, Senior Warden in 1883, and

Worshipful Master in 1884, being at the present time the Wor-

shipful Master of the Lodge.

He is also Scribe of Chapter No. 43, Royal Arch Masons, a

Past T. I. G. M. of Goodwin Council No. 19, R., S. E. & S.

M., Captain General of Lancaster Commandery, No. 13, M.

K. T., Deputy Grand Master of Lancaster Lodge of Perfection,

14°, PastM. E. S. P. G. M. of Harrisburg Council of Princes of

Jerusalem, 16°, Past M. W. & P. M. of Harrisburg Chapter of

Rose Croix, 18°, and Illustrious Grand Master of Ceremonies of

Harrisburg Consistory, 32°, A. A. S. R. For several years past

he has been an officer in the Pennsylvania Council of Delibera-

tion, A. A. S. R., being at the present time Illustrious Grand

Marshal. He is also Right Puissant Grand Marshal of the

Grand Council of Royal, Super-Excellent and Select Masters

of Pennsylvania.

At the meeting of the Supreme Council of the Ancient Ac-

cepted Scottish Rite for the Northern Masonic Jurisdiction of

the United States of America, held in Boston in 1885, he was

elected to the t^t^^ , that of Sovereign Grand Inspector-General.

JOHN C. CARTER.
[Senior Warden.]

John C. Carter was born in Lancaster, Pa., January 5, 1856.

He was educated in the public schools of Lancaster. At sixteen
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years of age he became a clerk in the Banking house of Reed &
Henderson, which position he filled for ten years. He then

filled the position of Receiving Teller in the Farmers' National

Bank for three years, and is at present the Cashier of the North-

ern National Bank.

He was made a Mason in Lodge No. 43 November 14, 1877,

was elected Junior Warden in December, 1883, and Senior

Warden in December, 1884. He is also a member of Chapter

No. 43, Royal Arch Masons, and of Lancaster Commandery

No. 13, M. K. T.

GEORGE B. WILLSON.

[Junior Warden,]

George B. Willson is the son of Bro. George Willson, dec'd.,

a former much esteemed member of Lodge No. 43, who was its

Treasurer in 1848, and a member of the first Board of Trustees

of the Lodge. He was born in Lancaster, Pa., on April 4, 1855,

received a common school education and learned the trade of

coach trimming, which trade he afterwards followed for five or

six years. He then became book-keeper and cashier in the

establishment of Flinn & Breneman. In 1881 he purchased

Mr. Breneman's interest in the business, the firm becoming

Flinn & Willson. In 1883, owing to failing health, he was

obliged to discontinue business. He sold his interest back to

Mr. Breneman, from whom he purchased it, and took a trip

South, spending the winter in Florida. In the spring of 1884

he returned to Lancaster much benefited in health, and in June

1884 purchased Wheatland, formerly the residence of President

Buchanan, where he still resides.

He was made a Mason in Lodge No. 43 October 9, 1873, and

was elected Junior Warden, December, 1884, which office he

holds at the present time.

He is also a member of Chapter No. 43, Royal Arch Masons,

of Goodwin Council No. 19, R., S. E. and S. M., and of Lan-

caster Commandery No. 13, M. K. T.
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CHARLES A. HEINITSH.

[Treasurer.]

Charles A. Heinitsh is the second son of John F. Hein-

itsh, deceased. He was born in Lancaster, Pa., July 21, 1822.

He was educated in the private schools of Lancaster, at the

Lititz Academy, and at the Preparatory Department of the

Pennsylvania College at Gettysburg, Pa. In 1838, he began as

a clerk in his father's drug store. In 1841, he was taken into

partnership with his father, and in 1849, became sole proprietor

of the establishment. He has thus been upwards of forty-seven

years identified with the drug business and with one house, which

has always conducted a large and important business, and which

is distinguished as having been in existence over one hundred

years, and been handed down to the third generation.

He was one of the founders of the Lancaster County Phar-

maceutical Association in 1882, and was its first President. He
was one of the founders of the Pennsylvania Pharmaceutical

Association in 1878, and was its first President, and was reelected

at its second meeting. He was third Vice-President of the

American Pharmaceutical Association, and in 1882 was elected

President.

He was also Vice-President and Treasurer of the Union Fire

Company for many years, and was a member of the Lancaster

School Board for several years.

He was made a Mason in Lodge No. 43 February 11, 1852.

He was elected Treasurer of the Lodge in June, 1870, and has

faithfully fulfilled the important duties of this office for the past

fifteen years.

He is also Treasurer of Chapter No. 43, Royal Arch Masons,

Treasurer of Goodwin Council No. 19, R., S. E. & S. M.,

Treasurer of Lancaster Commandery No. 13, M. K. T., and a

member of Lancaster Lodge of Perfection, A. A. S. R. , of

which body he was also Treasurer from its organization until

one year ago.
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HUGH S. GARA.
[Secretary.]

Hugh S. Gara was born in East Lampeter township, Lancaster

County, Pa., March 28, 1819. He received his education at the

public schools of the township. He first engaged in mercantile

business in the store of James Whitehill, in Strasburg borough
;

then with David Shirk, in same place ; then came to Lancaster

and was employed with Geo. B. Markley, who kept store on

East King Street above Duke Street.

He was then for three years employed as Manager of Boon &
Cockley's foundry. He was next, in partnership with David

Cockley, engaged in the mercantile business on East King

Street, afterwards sole proprietor.

In 1850 he became engaged in the insurance business, in

which he is still engaged.

He was Prison Inspector of Lancaster County for nine years,

and has been a Notary Public for the past fifteen years. He was

a member of the Lancaster School Board for six years, and its

Secretary for five years. He was for two years Secretary of the

Board of Trade, and has been President of the Union Building

Association for ten years. He has been a Trustee of the Pres-

byterian Church for thirty years, and President of the Board for

nine years.

He was made a Mason in Lodge No. 43 February 12, 1862,

was elected Secretary in 1864, and for the past twenty years has

faithfully and ably fulfilled the difficult and important duties of

his office. He is also Secretary of Chapter No. 43, Royal Arch

Masons, Recorder of Goodwin Council No. 19, R., S. E. & S. M.,

and Recorder of Lancaster Commandery No. 13, M. K. T. He
is also a member of Lancaster Lodge of Perfection, A. A. S. R.,

and was its Secretary for a number of years.

JOHN REES.

[Trustee.]

John Rees was born in Lancaster, Pa., March 3, 181Q. He
learned the trade of machinist, and afterwards worked at his

trade for ten years with Pennel & Lenhart. He was for five
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years an engineer on the Pennsylvania Railroad, while it was

under State control.

About the year 1848, he commenced the wholesale oyster

business, which he has continued to the present time.

He served two terms as a member of the Common Councils

of Lancaster. He helped to organize the Jackson Rifles, a mil-

itary company of Lancaster, and was Second Lieutenant of the

Company, when at the breaking out of the Rebellion they en-

listed and were attached to the ist Regiment, Penna. Volunteers.

After they had been in service but twenty-one days, he received

a severe injury of the leg, by accident, and was discharged for

physical disability. He served as sutler of Col. Hambright's

79th Regiment during its entire campaign.

He was made a Mason in Lodge No. 43 January 14, 1852.

He was elected a Trustee of the Lodge, December, 1859, ^^^^

has been annually reelected to the present time, making a contin-

uous service of over twenty-five years. He is also a member of

Chapter No. 43, Royal Arch Masons, of Goodwin Council No.

19, R., S. E. & S. M., of Lancaster Lodge of Perfection, A. A.

S. R., and of Lancaster Commandery No. 13, M. K. T., of

which latter body he also holds the office of Trustee.

CHRISTIAN WIDMYER.
[Trustee.]

Christian Widmver was born near Black Forest, Wurtem-

burg (then in Austria), on March 31, 1807. He attended school

until his fourteenth year, when he was apprenticed to the trade

of cabinet- making in Vienna. In 1830, he came to America

and settled in Lancaster, working at his trade for three years,

when he moved to Philadelphia, and there also worked at his

trade two years. He then returned to Lancaster, and was em-

ployed at his trade with John F. Shroder. He afterwards be-

came a partner with Mr. Shroder, and finally became sole pro-

prietor. He carried on the business until 1871, when he retired

from active business.

He was a member of (Common Councils, is a member of the

Board of Trustees of Woodward Hill Cemetery, and a member

of the Board of Trustees of the Children's Home of Lancaster.
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He was made a Mason in Lodge No. 43 May 9, 1838, was

passed to the degree of a Fellow Craft Mason in June following,

when owing to the anti-Masonic excitement he discontinued

connection with the Lodge until 1853, when he was readmitted

and raised to the sublime degree of a Master Mason. He was

elected a Trustee of Lodge No. 43 in December, 1857, and

has been annually reelected to the present time, a term of service

of over twenty-seven years.

He is a member and a Trustee of Chapter No. 43, Royal Arch

Masons, a member and a Trustee of Lancaster Commandery

No. 13, M. K. T., and a member of Goodwin Council No. 19,

R., S. E. & S. M.





LIST OF MEMBERS
OF

LODGE No. 43, F. & A. M.

1785 TO 1885.

6

EXPLANATION OF SIGNS.

a.—Admitted. s.—Suspended.

e.—Expelled. d.—Died.

w.—Withdrew. di's.—By dispensation.

_o-. ;//. s.—In good Masonic standing—not members.

P. M.—Passed Master. * Active members.

1785, 'Sept. 14, Stephen Chambers, F. M., d.

" " John Doyle, P. M., d.

" " Henry Stuber, d.

" " Henry Bering, d.

" " Adam Hubley, w.
" " Solomon Etting, P. M., w.
" " Wm. Feltman, d.

1786, Jan. 12, Frederick Hubley, w.
Apr. 22, Jacob Slough.
" " Michael App.

June 14, Alexander Scott, d.

" 23, Frederick Mann.
Oct. 5, Richard Grey.
" 14, James Campbell.

Dec. 13, Peter Getz, P. M., s.

1787, Apr. II, Charles Smith, P. M., a., w.

June 13, James Moore, P. AT., a.

1788, July 9, William Ball, a.

Aug. 13, Matthew Barton, P. M.
1789, Apr. 8, James Boyd, a., w.

June 10, Wilder Bevans, a., s.

(269)
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1789, Aug. 12, James Gamble, P. M., a.

Nov. II, Wm. Montgomery, a., s.

1790, Apr. 14, Wm. Kirkpatrick, F. M., a.

May 12, Myer Solomon, a.

June 9, John Cunningham, a.

" " Abraham Henry, F. M., a., d.

Dec. 27, Wm. Moore, a., w.
" " Edward Brian, a., w.

1 79 1, Jan. 12, Jeremiah Mosher, F. M., zv.

Nov. 9, Rudolph Kelker.
" " Samuel Showers.

Dec. 14, Lewis Lauman.
" " James Burd, a., w.

1792, May 8, Philip Dean.

June 13, John Julian Sonnet, a., d.

" " Samuel Boyd.
" "

J. B. Smith.

Sept. 12, Robert Reed.

1793, Mar. 13, John Meyer, s.

Aug. 14, Jacob Carpenter, F. M.
Sept. II, Matthew Henry, w.

Nov. 12, Wm. Michael, a.

" " John Morris, F. M., 7a.

" " Josiah McElwaine.
Dec. II, John Stone, zu.

1794, Apr. 9, Henry Wilcocks.

Aug. 13, Wm. Ross.

Sept. 29, John Miller, F. M., w.
" " Matthias Slough.
" " Christopher Reigart.

Dec. 29, Abm. Breneman, w.

1795, F^^- ^^' Richard Keys.
" " Wm. Pitt Atlee.

July 7, George Keiss.
" " Jacob Martin.

Sept. .8, Jacob Strickler.
" " Thos. Barber.

Oct. 14, John Kerr.
" " John Musser, 10.

1796, Jan. 13, Wm. Hamilton, F. M., d.

Feb. 10, Simon Gratz.
" " Francis Marshall.

1797, Feb. 8, George Ziegler, d.

Mar. 8, Wm. Dickson, d.

June 14, Nicholas Kohl.

Aug. 9, Wm. Henry.

I



HISTORY OF LODGE NO. 43, F. & A. M.

1797, Oct. II, Wm. H. Boyd.
Nov. 8, Benj. West Henry, P. M.
Dec. 13, Abraham Witmer.
" 25, Wm. Boyd, Jr-, a^-

1798, Jan. TO, David Crawford, iv.

Feb. 15, Robert Burns, a., s.

Mar. I, Samuel Jacobs.

May 9, George Miller.

1799, Feb. 13, Wm. C. Frazer, ta.

1800, Feb. 12, John Lightner.
" " Edwin A. Attlee, a.

Sep. 10, Alexander Mclntire.
" " John Rohrer,

1801, Jan. 14, Robert Spear.
" " Samuel Massey.

Mar. II, Joseph Welsh, s.

Apr. 8, William Feree.

May 14, Joseph Lefevre, 7v.

" " Peter Fisher.

" " Joel Lightner.

1802, Jan. 13, Emanuel Carpenter, w.

July 14, John Gallagher, ia.

Dec. 8, Elbert H. Halstead.

1803, Jan. 12, Robert McElwee, F. M., a., w.

Feb. 9, P. Farrelly, w.

Oct. 12, Samuel Ramsey, w.
" " Jesse Cloud, w.
" " Michael Flinn.

Nov. 9, Nathaniel Watson, w.

Dec. 14, Samuel Reynolds, w.

1804, Jan. II, William Russell, w.

Feb. 8, Abner Webb, w.
s< << William Henderson, a/.

Mar. 14, Joshua Bowman, m.

May 9, Matthew Houston, a.

July II, Robert Cunningham, d.

" "Ell Thomas, s.

" " George Eckart, tif.

" " Isaac W. Vanlear, w.

1805, Apr. 10, Jacob Kline, w.

Sept. II, Gustavus Stoy, w.
i( a William Greer, w.

1806, Jan. 8, John Barkman, w.

Feb. 12, William Slaymaker, w.

Mar. 12, William Lynn.

July 9, Herm. Joseph Stocker.
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1816, Jan. 10, Frederick D. Hubley, a/.

Mar. 13, Samuel Greer, d.

Apr. 10, Philip Duffield, iv.

July 10, Henry R. Reed, w.
" " Augustus J. Kuhn, s.

Dec. IT, Henry Dehuff, w.
" " James Buchanan, P. M., d.

181 7, Jan. 8, Samuel Bonham, w.
" " David Watson, z£/.

" " Wm. C. Harris, tv.

Feb. 12, Henry Brien, a.,iv.

Mar. 12, Sam'l Bacon, a., w.

Sept. 10, Frederick Keller, w.

Nov. 12, John Taylor, w.

1 81 8, Feb. II, Bonom Samson, w.

Mar. II, Joseph Ogilby, tv.

Apr. 8, Wm. Spurrier, a., w.
" " George Beckel, w.

May 13, John Land is, P. M., w.

Dec. 9, Marks Groff, e.

1819, Feb. 10, Henry Eicholtz, w.

Mar. 10, Rudolph Nagle, s.

June 9, Ebenezer Wright, P. M., a., d.

" " Emanuel Erb, w.
" " Daniel Fuller, d.

" " Wm. H. Brown, w.

July 14, James Johnson, a., w.
" *' Ferdinand Ringel, w.

Nov. 10, Arthur Toner.

1820, Feb. 9, James W. Williams, w.
" " Daniel Suavely, d.

Aug. 9, John Getz, Jr., a., w.

Sept. 13, John Moderwell, s.

Oct. II, Abner Thomas, P. M.,a., w.

Nov. 8, Adam Diller, w.

Dec. 15, Gorham Paddock, w.
" " William Albright, w.

1821, Mar. 14, Jacob Albright, P. M., d.

" " John Brown, d.

Sept. 12, Philip Reitzel, d.

" " George Young, w.
. " " Martin Maunderbach, w.

1822, Jan. 9, John A. Landis, w.

May 8, George W. Jacobs.

Aug. 14, Fred. Henry Longerke, a., d.

Sept. II, John Smith, s.
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1823, Feb. 12, Washington Hopkins, d.

May 14, Solomon Boyer, w.
Dec. 10, Alexander Miller, P. M., s.

" John Matthiot, P. M., d.

1824, Jan. 14, Matthew McKelly, P. M.
Feb. II, George Kinzer, w.
Apr. 14, Christian Eckert, w.
" " George B. Withers, w.

June 9, George Banner, w.
1825, Feb. 12, John Reed.

Mar. 9, Samuel Miller, w.
" " John B. Mayer, w.

May II, Michael Greider, w.
" " Henry Bruckhart.

June 8, Evan R. Evans, w.
Aug. 10, Aaron M. Cooper, d.

" " Robert Russell.

" " Cyrus S. Jacobs, w.
Oct. 12, John Huber, d.

1826, Jan. II, Robert Moderwell, P. M., d.

" 31, Thos. B. Barton.

Apr. 15, John K. Kurtz, w.
" " John Longenecker, w.

June 14, Hopestill B. Blanchard, w.

July 12, Samuel Gillis, s.

Aug. 9, William Girling, a., w.
" " George Messenkop, w.

Nov. 8, Elijah McLenegan, P. M., a., d.

1827, Jan. 10, Edward Hutchinson, a., w.

Aug. 8, Oliver B. Harper, w.
Sept. 12, John Powell, Jr.

Oct. 10, James Stone, s.

1828, May 14, William Taylor.

1829, Mar. Ti, John Burk, w.
Apr. 8, George Waltz.

1831, Jan. 12, Benj. Miller.

i8j3, Nov. 18, John Cromwell, a.

" " Thomas J. Barry, a., d.

Dec. II, George Steffee, w.
.ii a Wm. F. Eberman, w.

1834, May 14, Wendall Martzall, w.

June II, Wm. Dougherty.

July 16, Augustus Pfenning, s.

" " Philip C. Ranninger, w.

Aug. 16, Peter Bier, w.

Sept. 10, Jacob Garber, d.
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1834, Sept. 10, Peter Getz.

Dec. 22, Andrew Shindler, a., s.

" " H. D. Overholtzer, a., s.

1835, Mar. II, Adam Kendig, d.

" " Thomas C. Wiley, w.

Apr. 8, Dennis Marrion, w.

May 13, John Wineour, e.

June 13, Frederick Fick, s.

Sept. 9, Daniel Pretzman.

Oct. 14, Clarkson Freeman, Jr., tv.

Dec. 9, John H. Remley, s.

" 28, Edward Dobler, s.

1836, Feb. 10, Henry Eicholtz.

Mar. 12, Benedict L. Arthur, w.

May II, Peter A. Suydam, i:.

June 8, George Hitzelberger, d.

" Jacob Harrington, s.

Aug. 10, Frederick Keobler, w.
" 15, Michael Williams, e.

Sept. 14, John Millinger, w.

Nov. 9, George Hinkle, s.

" " William Martin, a., s.

1837, Feb. 8, Ephraim Bowman, d.

Mar. 8, George Winour, s.

Apl. 12, Michael O'Brian, s.

May 10, William Flick, d.

June 14, Philip Ham.mon, w.
" " Octavian Feiler, w.
" 21, David A. Donnelly, w.
" 22, Moses Goldsmith, tv.

" " Frederick Reinstine, w.

Aug. 9, William W. Strebig, w.

Sep. 20, John J. Hartz, a., w.

Oct. II, John M. Heller, d.

" " Jacob Herrman, w.
" " Landline Himmelsbach, s.

" 12, Joseph C. Miller, s.

" 16, Caleb Swayhe, s.

Nov. 8, Jacob M. Harmony, s.

" 13, Matthias Hensler, d.

Dec. 6, Samuel Mosser, w.
" 27, Andrew Lewis, tu.

" " Owen Riley, s.

1838, Jan. 10, Philip Sullivan, s.

" " Christian Gast.*

Feb. 21, Isaac Walker, Jr. w.
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1838, Mar. 14, George B. Kerfoot, P. M., d.
" Albert F. Osterloh, s.

" 27, David K. Jeffries, s.

Apr. II, Amos Meredith, J.

" " Charles Heissler, w.
" 12, David Kendig, d.

May 9, Christian Widmyer, *

June 18, David Roth, d.

" " Jacob Friend, s.

Aug. 3, William Shuler, d.
" 8, Barnes Broom, s.

" 12, Leonard Keisser, s.

Oct. 18, Henry Markee, s.

*' " Theodore Franks, w.
Nov. 4, John H. Albright, s.

1839, Feb. 15, Jacob F. Kautz, s.

Mar. 13, George Martin, s.

July 15, Michael Hartley, s.

Sept. II, Wm. W. Dale, ay.

" 18, John Fisher, d.

" Jacob F. Miller, s.

" " Christopher Sterm, s.

Nov. 13, Jacob Broom, a., w.
Dec. II, J. Henry Brown, P. M., w.

1840, Jan. 8, Levi Hart, s.

" " James McGovern, s.

" " S. Lilienthal, J.

Feb. 12, Daniel Herr, w.
Mar. 10, Henry Garrecht, d.

" " Henry E. Leman, w.
Apr. 8, Barton, a.

" '•' Simon J. Young, d.

" F. J. Deckert, w.
" 29, Jacob Miller, s.

June 10, Benj. Kautz, s.

" 15, George Wolf, s.

" " David Conyngham. *

Sept. 9. Jacob Bundle, s.

Oct. 14, Persifer F. Myers, w.
1841, Aug. II, Edwin Jeffries, w.

" " Jonathan J. Monaghan, s.

Nov. 10, George Kline, s.

" Wm. K. Huffnagle, w.
" " John Fred'k Houston, w.

Dec. 8, Chas. T. Keindopf, w.
1842, Jan. 12, John Ball, w.
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1842, May II, Wm. C. Chamberlain, w.

Dec. 9, Jos. W. Cake.

1843, ^^^- S' Samuel S. Welch, w.

July 12, John Mathiot, Jr., d.

Aug. 9, Alexander C. Ewing, w.

Sept. 13, Abraham N. Breneman, s.

Oct. 9, Joseph Harnish, dis., d.

Oct. II, James Regan, F. M., w.
" " Thomas Pennington, s.

" " Joseph M. Newson, w.
" " Joshua W. Jack, s.

" 18, Charles C. Ihling, d.

Nov. 8, Samuel Slokom, w.

Dec. 27, Simon H. Hilb, s.

1844, Jan. 10, Mordecai M. Moore, m.
" " Josiah S. Royal, m.
" 17, Simon Leib, d/s., w.

Feb. 9, Edmund Landes, w.

Mar. 18, Graybill Diller, d.

" " Ephraim Warmser.

Apr. 10, Samuel Dryfoose, w.

May 8, Hanson E. Atkins, m.
" " John Scherff, w.
" " Joseph Potts, d.

" ID, Charles Boughter, s.

Aug. 14, Martin Smith, s.

" " Gerhard Brand, s.

Sept. II, Daniel Saladin, s.

Nov. 13, John J. Porter, s.

" " George W. Krous, s.

1845, J^^- ^' Jacob Spahr, w.

Aug. 13, Horace Haldeman, w.
" " Charles J. Barnitz, s.

Oct. 8, Hugh Boyle, jr.

Nov, 14, Abraham Einstine, m.
" " Godlieb E. Sehner, s.

Dec. ID, Joshua J. Gault, s.

" " James Stanley, s.

1846, Jan. 14, Peter Kimberg, a., w.

Feb. 14, Joseph Allison, s.

Apr. 8, Levi Boughter, s.

May 13, Charles L. Wolf, s.

Aug. 12, Cyrus S. Haldeman.*
<« " John Auxer, a., d.

" " John Barr, w.

Sept. 9, James H. Pennell, w.
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1846, Sept. 9, Francis Fleury, s.

Francis K. Curren, s.

23, David Potts, ^.

" John F. Park, d.

Oct. 14, George Willson, a., w.
Edwin Haldeman, w.
Christian Hoffman, {/.

" 28, David Royer, s.

Nov. II, David King, s.

" 18, Thomas Johnson, s.

" " William Gormley, d.

Dec. 9, Charles E. Wentz, P. Af.*

1847, ]^^- 12, Jacob Ziegler, s.

Feb. 10, Samuel B. Hains, d.

" " Emanuel Vankannan, a., s.

" 17, Henry Scherff, ^Z.

Mar. 10, Junius B. Kaufman, J^. M.*
May 15, John C. Mickle, s.

July 14, J. Daniel Rupp, a., s.

" Henry E. Wolf, w.

1848, Jan. 12, John Eckert, a., w.
" " Jonas D. Bachman, s.

" 20, Granville Hartman, w.
" " John Slaughter, w.

Feb. 9, Joseph Gormley, w.
" " Aaron Eshleman, s.

" " John R. Diffenbach, to.

** " Thomas C. Smith, w.
Apr. 12, John Jacob Keller, P. M., w.
May 10, John McClure, s.

June 14, Henry Rush, d.

" '' Charles M. Howell, P. M., *, a.

Aug. 9. William Cummings, s.

Oct. II. George Leonard, s.

Dec. 13. George B. Hamilton, a., w.

1849, J^'^- ^°- Frederick Wineower, s.

Feb. 14. Jacob M. Westhaefifer.

*

Mar. 14. John McCalla, F. M*
June 27, David S. Gloninger.
" " Jonathan S. Beckley.

Aug. 10. Edward Gumman, dts.

Oct. 10. Jacob Pugh, w.
" " John Hogendobler, s.

Nov. 14, Frederick Zarracker, s.

John W, Witlinger, s.

Elhanan W. Woods, w.

le
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1849, Dec.
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1

1852, Feb. II, Charles W. Cooper, P. M., zu.

" " Horace Rathvon, d.

'* " Henry Baumgardner, P. M., w.
" " Charles A. Heinitsh, Treas^
"

23, J. C. McKissick, d.

Mar. 10, Samuel Keneagy, w.
" " Robert P. Black, s.

" " John C. Skiles, s.

" " Henry E. Hoover, s.

Apr. 14. John B. McConoughy, w.
." " Emanuel Shober, d.

" " Francis H. Wright, a., w.
" " John L. Thompson, s.

"
15. Christian H. Breneman, d.

May 12. Jacob G. Miller, d.

" " Christian Keneagy, s.

May 12, Israel Reinhard, a.,w.
" " Francis H. Carpenter, a., s.

"
14, Christian Kieffer, s.

June 9, William S. Amweg, d.

" " Adam F. Hambright, d.

July 14, Jeremiah B. Stubbs, w.
Sept. 8, Wm. Walter Pennell, w.

Oct. 14, Samuel D. Fraim, s.

Dec. I, Joseph Samson, d.

1853, Jan. 12, Thomas B. Barton, d.

Mar. 9, Dana Graham.*
Apr. 12, Jacob B. Amweg, s.

"
13, John R. Bitner.*

" " Christian S. Kauffman, 7a.

"
15, Jacob L. Gross, dis.

May 3, Martin S. Lawber, dis.

" II, Henry A. Rockafield, d.

" 16, George T. Zahm,j-.

June 8, John W. Park, s.

" " John G. Kleiss, 7V.

" " Henry D. Musselman.*
Aug. 10, John I. Selling, a., s.

Sept. 14, James Cushman, zc.

" " Benjamin M. Stauffer, j.

" " J- J- Sprenger, P. M*
" " Christian L. Stoner, s.

"
19, S. Theodore Hensel, d.

Oct. 12, Robert Dunn,^.
" " Henry A. Zug, s.

Nov. 9, Edward J. Zahm, g. m. s.
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1856, Feb. 13, Andrew Hershey, ^. m. s.

" " Pusey Wickersham, d.

Mar. 12, Wm. Augustus Atlee, F. M*
" " Samuel M. Reynolds, w.
" " Samuel H. Reynolds, P. M^-

Apr. 9, Henry Blickenderfer.*

May 14, Henry Carpenter, P. J/.*
Aug. 13, Owen Hopple, d.

" B. F. HoU, a., w.
Sept. 10, Geo. H. Hess, d.

" " Isaac Hoffer, w.
" Samuel Eby.*

Dec. ID, Isaac Diller.*
" " Charles F. Rengier, s.

" Wm. G. Kendrick, s.

" " H. R. Fahnestock, w.

1^5 75 J^n. 14, Chas. A. Childs, s.

Feb. II, F. S. Albright, P. M., w.
" " George W. Bryan, w.

" William E. Locke, d.

" 18, John A. Erben, s.

" " Daniel E. Potts.*

Mar. II, George M. Kline, P. J/.*
" " Reuben H. Long, w.
" " Washington Whitaker.*

" Tobias H. Miller, d.

Apr. 8, George W. Stroman, s.

" ' John L. Wolf, w.
" 15, A. A. Nicoll, g. m. s.

'' " David Fulton, g. m. s.

May 13, John H. Cormany, w.
"" " A. Hiestand Glatz, w.

May 20, Emanuel H. Gast, d.

" " Thomas W. Mayhew, s.

June 10, John M. Kelly, s.

July 8, John C. Walton, s.

" " John Martin, a., w.
" 29, George Brubaker, w.

Aug. 12, Edward W. Swentzel, w.
" " William A. Heitshue, j.

" " Jacob G. Leber, a., d.

" 19, Hiram Young, w.
" " Henry C. Biggs. "*'

" " Benjamin G. Heistand,^, 7}i. s.

Sept. 9, H. B. Bowman, s.

" 30, William E. Heinitsh, P. M., d.
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1857, Oct. 14, John Bellinger, </.

Nov. 1 1 , Jacob Stauffer, d.

" " Levi Ellmaker, ze/.

1858, Jan. 13, Henry R. Knotwell, w.
" " John Kolp, ^/.

Feb. 10, Pearson E. Gruger, s.

" " Edward Carter, d.

Mar. 10, George A. Kiehl, w.
" " Emlen Franklin, s.

Apr. 13, William Morton, d.

" " Abraham Martin, 7a.

" 19, Godfried M. Zahm.*
May 12, Christian K. Breneman, w.

June 9, Simon W. Raub.*
" " John A. Shultz,w.

July 14, George Lauber, s.

Aug. II, Lewis Stevenson, d.

" " Henry Bushong, i'.

Sept. 8, Luther A. Smith, w.
" H. S. Eberly.*

" " John H. Weber, d.

" 21, Benjamin M. Greider, w.
" " Samuel M. Myers.*

"
J. Q. A. McConkey.*

" " Henry R. Shank, s.

" " George Geiger, ^.

Oct. 25. James R. Patterson, e.

Nov. 9, Jacob L. Landis, s.

" " Calvin A. Schaffner, w.

Dec. 20, Cyrus Blair, d.

1859, Feb. 9, Thomas Grieves, w.

Mar. 9, John Rankin, s.

Apr. 13, Albert G. Sutton.*
" " John H. Smith, g. m. s.

" " William Woodcock.*
May II, Jacob N. Metzger, w.
" " Jacob Rotharmel.*
" " Edward Gouldsberry, x.

June 8, Jacob Koller, s.

" " John P. McCaskey, J.

July 13, Calvin W. Stewart, j.

'' Charles Kelly, d.

" " Jason D. Broomell, w.
" " Charles Dingee.*

Aug. 10, Frederick Quade.*
Sept. 14, Elijah B. Bull, s.
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1859, Oct. 12, Christian J. Hiestand.*
" 20, John Wise, dis.

i860, Jan. II, Adam Rudy, s.

" A. G. Groff, ^.

Feb. 8, John B. McCartney, j-.

Mar. 14, Frank Darby, %v.

" " John A. Scheirenbrandt, s.

Apr. II, Samuel Patterson , ze/.

" " Maris V. Kerns, s.

" Conrad Cast, d.

" " Harvey B. Varns, s.

" " John P. Schaum.*
May 9, A. C. Whitmar, w.
" " Israel Bushong.*
" " James A. Stone.*

June 13, Jacob G. Peters.*
" " Abraham H. Metzger, d.

" " Samuel I. Jones, .$.

July II, John N. Eckert, r/.

" " Frederick Willig.*
" " John S. Mcllvane, w.
" 19, Lyman Mishler, dis.

Aug. 8, Martin L. Heiser, d.

" " George M. Ettla, w.
" " John D. Laverty, J.

" " Maxwell K. Ferry, s.

Sept. 12, George Voorhis, dis., a., w.
" " John S. Keplinger, J-.

Oct. ID, William H. Elliot, a., w.
" " Simon Groh, 7a.

" " William Blickenderfer.*
" " Samuel J. J. Riley, d.

" " Charles H. Krider, 7i>.

Nov. 14, John K. Raub, d.

" " Conrad R. Marks, i-.

" 21, Samuel C. Harple, w.

Dec. 12, Henry M. White, d.

1 86 1, Feb. 13, Joseph Cramer, g. m. s.

" " Cyrus Cremer, s.

" " Jacob R. Barr, s.

Mar. 13, Conrad A. Kraus.*

Apr. 22, David W. Patterson.*

May 21, Philip Peters, d.

" " Elim G. Snyder.*

June 12, Joshua Leader, d.

" " James H. Marshall.*
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1 86 1, June 21, Jacob G. Stehman, d.

July 10, Gottleib Young, j-.

Aug. 14, John W. Michael, s.

Oct. ' 2, William S. Mellinger, dis.

1862, Jan. 8, Thomas M. Coulson, w.
" " Michael Fisher, d.

Feb. 12, Simon S. Rathvon.-^
" " William W. Brown, s.

" " Hugh S. Gara, Sec."^

Mar. 12, Augustavus Myers, s.

" " Benjamin Harnish, s.

Apr. 9, Amos E. Blair, d.

" " Abner D. Campbell, w.

June II, William S. Barr, w.
" " Benjamin F. Eberle, w.
" " Joseph R. Strickler, w.

1863, Jan. 14, Albert G. Killian.*
" " Amos HoUinger, w.
" " Henry Marsch, d/s.

Feb. II, Wilson H. Gilbert, w.
" " Peter Martin, d.

" " Samuel G. Sands, s.

" " Henry K. Killian, e.

" " Jonas W. Raub, d.

Mar. II, John F. Huber, d.

Apr. 8, Henry M. Trout, s.

" " H. W. Russell, w.
" " F. A. Bickell, w.
" " Daniel J. Boynton, s.

" " Samuel Patterson.*

May 13, Henry S. Mancha, w.
" " John Martin, w.

June 10, John Deaner, d.

" " William D. Kuhn, rt'.

July 7, James G. Lightner, a.,s.

" " Henry A. Hambright, a.*
"

15, Benjamin C. Kready.*
" " George W. Heckroth, w.
" " Philip Frank, ^. ;«. s.

Aug. 12, Horatio S. Kerns, a/.

" " Thomas Coleman, s.

Sept. 3, Alfred Hedberg,r//>.
"

9, John H. Miller.*
" " James R. Garvin.*
" " Edwin Garrett, ?£/.

Oct. 14, John P. Weise.*

I
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1863, Oct. 14, Henry Fisher, d.

" Jacob C. Brubaker, s.

" John B. Albright.*
" Samuel R. Sample, ?£/.

" Jacob Hollinger, a., g. m. s.

" James H. Raymond, a., w.
21, Jacob Roberts.*
" Henry Landis, 7£;.

" Samuel Huber, s.

Nov. 4, Oscar Hohein.*
II, John McCallister, ^. i?i. $.

" William Webb, w.
18, Henry W. Harberger, s.

" John D. Harrar, w.
" John W. Myers.*
" Samuel M. Schaeffer, s.

1864, Jan. 13, Norris Bernard, zv.

" Wm. H. Metzger, ^. w. i-.

" Joel P. Terry, J.

Feb. 10, Geo. W. Shaffner, w.
" Geo. K. Reed, P.M^

Jacob W. Bear, d.

William Johnson, s.

Charles F. Rees, *, a.

" John Hildebrand, *, a.

" 17, John M. Dunlap.*
Mar. 9, Elisha Geiger, d.

" Edwin E. Snyder.*
" Robert Miller.*

Apr. 13, Wm. C. F. Sheer.*
" " Geo. Pownall, w.

" Joseph Knotwell, j-.

" Leonard Pickel, w.
18, Jacob K. Barr,*
" William H. Pool, s.

Philip Bissinger, w.
Finley Elliott.*

" John F. Williams, s.

19, William Powell, j-.

May II, Jos. C. Walton, s.

" Silas N. Warfel.*
'' Henry W. Gara, s.

16, John M. Gorrecht, li/.

" Adam Z. Ringwalt, Z'. J/.*

18, John I. Hartman.*
26, H. B. Waltman, g. ///. s.
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1864, June
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1865, Mar. I, Christian Hanlan, w.
" " Thomas J. Barnes, s.

"
8, Octavius J. Morris, w.

'< " Edward L. Moore, w.
" " George Stetzel, a., d.

"
16, John M. Stehman.'-i-'

" " John S. Lorenz, g. m. s.

" " Amos Townsend, Jr.,^^'. m. s.

" " John M. Kline, s.

" " Emanuel D. Roath, w.

Apr. 12, Jos. C. Walker, .y.

" 18, Henry Sholl, ,4,-. m. s.

" ' Samuel R. Bear, d.

'• " Christian Shaeffer.*

May 3, Frederick H. Keller, 10.

" •' Henry H. McCarty, s.

" 10, J. R. Townsend, w.
" 16, Augustus G. Feather, e.

" " John Best.*
" " George Shinton, w.
" " Henry H. Underwood.*

June 14, Frederick Smith, d.

" 22, Edwin C. Diller.*

Aug. 9, Henry H. Landis, g. in. s.

" " Daniel H. Heitshu, di's.

Sept. 5, Adam Oblender.*
" " Richard Blickenderfer.*
" " Samuel Nixdorf, s.

"
13, Emanuel Gompf, d.

" 14, Geo. G. Lauber, s.

" Wm. A. Wilson, F. M^
"

19, Peter W. Gorrecht, s.

" " George Wall.*
" " Geo. S. Boone, g. in. s.

Oct. II, John McNair, d.

"
17, Peter C. Reinfried, s.

" " Abraham Shank, d.

" "J. H. Ostermayer.*
" " Lewis Hess, w.
" " Henry J. Young, d.

Nov. 14, Wm. Z. Sener, w.

i860, Jan. 10, James P. Wickersham, F. J/.*
" " " John W. Hess.*
" 16, ilios. D. Kelly, d.

" " William Grau.*
<' " Leonard Snyder, d.

19
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1S66, Feb. 14, Thos, Masterson, s.

" " Morris E. Shields, 7c.

" " William Martin, 7C'.

"
20, Joseph Welchans, i/.

" " Wm. P. O'Bryon, s.

" Roland H. Brubaker.*

Mar. 14, Wm. H. Sproul, «/.

May 9, Benj. K. Dorwart, g. in. s.

" " Wm. J. Kafroth, j\

" " Aaron Dissinger, w.
" " William H. Thackara, j.

June 13, John P. Kilburn, s.

" " Samuel P. Bower.*
" " Jacob C. Kready.*
" " Samuel Kurtz, w.
" " Philip A. Pyle, w.
'•' " Frank P. Lefever,* a.

July 18, Alfred C. Henderson, d.

Aug. 8, Christian H. Brady, s.

" " J. Harding Gilbert.*

Nov. 20, Frederick Myers, d.

1867, Feb. 13, Michael F. Steigerwalt.*
" " Peter W. Hiestand.*

" John D. Skiles.*

" " James Prangley.*

Mar. 13, Theo. Lichtenthaler, s.

" " Jacob M. Marks, d.

" " Geo. A. Taylor, a/.

" " John H. Sherry, w.

Apr. 10, Adam B. Groff, s.

" " Henry E. Carson.*
" " Frederick Sener.*
" " Frederick W. Coonley, d.

May 8, Edward McGovern.*
" " Kirk Few, Jr., s.

" " H. Austin Brady, s.

" " Jonathan Sprecher, jt.

" " Alfred Kitching, j\

"
14, Charles A. Jefferies.*

June 18, John H. Grove.*
" " Charles W. Kreiter, s.

" " John McDougal, s.

July 24, Milton Weidler, s.

" " Samuel F. Rathvon, tc.

y " " Charles L. Mast, s.

" " David S. Rettew.*
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1S67, July 24, George Diller, d.

Aug. 14, Charles B. Houston.*

Sept. II, William D. Stauffer.*

" " Samuel I. Shaffner, w.

Oct. 9, Gabriel Gingrich, w.
" " William H. Hostetter.*
" " Jacob T. Whitson.*
" " William Young.*
" 22, J. Fleming Slaymaker, .v.

" " Charles A. Lichtenthaler, s.

<' " George F. Adams.*
Nov. 13, J. M. Jamison, to.

" " Jacob S. Miller, w.
•' 21, Jeremiah Rohrer, P. J/.*

" " George G. Worst,*
" " James B. Strine, P. J/.*

1868, Jan. 8, Edward Welchans, w.

Feb. 12, John L. Benedict.*
"

19, John M. Skiles, d.

" " Robert P. Spencer, d.

" " Abraham S. Bard.*
" " B. Frank Saylor, w.
" " Matthias Vanhorn.*
" 20, Samuels. Weist.*
" " John W. Mentzer.*
" " Gustavus Groezinger.*
" " Reuben J.

Remley.*

Mar. II, Christian Fate.*

Apr. 8, John Hull, P. J/.*

June 10, Geo. M. D. Dunlap.*
" " Jacob H. Smith, s.

July 8, John B. Warfel, P. M.^' a.

Aug. 12, Henry Wolf.*
" " Simeon B. Pownall, w.

Sept. 9, Joseph E. Risser, w.
" " Henry Swentzel, s.

Oct. 14, John G. Bowman.*

1869, Jan. 21, William Holtzworth, s.

" " Emmanuel D. Killian, .c

" " John D. Killian, w.
" " John Weidel.*

Feb. 10, Elam Rudy, d.

Mar. 10, Charles H. Nauman.*

May 12, B. Frank Breneman, P. M.*

July 14, Joseph K. :Myers, s.

" " James Martin, s.
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1869, Aug. II, D. Rhine Hertz.*

Sept. 8, Abrm. H. Schenck.*
" " Samuel B. Hartman, g. m. s.

" " Samuel Martin, d.

Oct. 13, Benjamin F. Stauffer, w.

Nov.
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1872, Feb. 14, Isaac M. Stauffer, w.
"

15, J. Fredk. Gibbs, ^.

Mar. 14, G. Albert Kemper.*
" " August Schindler, s.

Aug. 14, Ephraim Arnold, zc.

Sept. II, Joel S. Eaby, P. M^
Oct. 9, Wm. D. Bollinger, *, a.

" " John H. Wilmot, a., j^. in. s.

Nov. 13, George W. Hull.*
" John F. Reith.*

" " Levi E. Bair.*

Dec. 12, Michael Heckman.*

1873, Ja"- S, Washington F. Hambright.*

Mar. 12, Wm. B. Bishop, w.
" " Edwin C. Musselman.*

June II, Samuel Johnson, d.
' " ' Joseph S. Aiken, s.

Sept. 10, Harry C. Eagle, a., 7a.

Oct. 8, John L. Arnold, w.

Nov. 12, George O. Roland.*

1874, Feb. II, Charles B. Grubb.*
" " Thomas R. Pixton.*

Mar. II, Thomas Burrows, w.

May 13, Watson H. Miller.*

June 10, Joseph Roop.*
" " Joseph H. Huber.*

Oct. 13, Jacob R. Rutter.*

Dec. 9, William B. Brown, a., 7v.

1875, Ja"- ^3' Henry Schmitt.*
" " Christian Rowe, a., w.
" " S. Clay Miller,* a.

Feb. 10, Henry Gundaker, d.

'< " Aaron M. Ream,* a.

Mar. II, Geo. J. Hoover,* a.

" " Wm. N. Knox, a., d.

" " Henry S. Rutter,* <j.

" " Nicholas Danner,* a.

" " Emanuel Denlinger,* a.

" " Jacob Brua,* a.

May 12, Tohn W. Frantz, s.

" " John A. M. Passmore.*

June 9, Amos Silvius, s.

" " " Martin V. B. Coho,* a.

" " John Evans, Jr., s.

Oct. 13, James Reed, "w.

Nov. 10, Joseph H. Raber, 70.
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1876, Jan. 12, John T. Zimmerman.*
iVIar. 8, Alexander Schultz, *, a.

Apr. 12, David R. Diffenderfer.*

May 10, James P. Ziegler, iv,

" " Theodore A. Steiner.*
" "

J. W. B. Bausman.*
Oct. II, Wm. C. Eichler.*
" " Jos. M. Breneman, s.

Nov. 8, Reah Frazer.*

1877, Feb. 14, Julius Loeb.*
Apr. II, Rudolph W. Shenk, ^.

Oct. 10, Henry F. Hartman.*.

Nov. 14, John C. Carter, S. JV., *

" " William H. McConkey.*
1878, Jan. 9, Adam M. Ranck, w.

Mar. 13, Henry Yeagley, *, a.

" " Charles B. Kauffman,*
Apr. 10, Clayton F. Myers.*

June 12, Adam C. Reinoehl.*
" " David E. Long.*

Oct. 9, Henry E. Muhlenberg, *, a.

" George B. Willson,/. W^
" William S. Roland.*

1879, Jan. 8, James S. Oplinger, d.

Feb. 12, Joshua L. Lyte, W. J/.*

Mar. 12, David S. Murr.*
May 14, Lemuel C. Eby.*
" " Gustav E. Reichman, *, a.

" " Levi Snyder, *, a.

" William Riddle.*

June II, Francis A. Lyte.*

1880, Jan 14, William F. Fisher.*

Mar. 10, Henry Martin.*

1 88 1, Jan. 24. Jacob B. Rohrer,-''

Feb. 9, Jacob Stoner, Jr.*
" " Cornelius F. May,*

May II, Isaac Bushong.*
Oct. 12, John W. Lansinger.*

1882, Jan. II, Eberhart J. Lamparter.*

Mar. 8, William T. Jefferies.*

May 10, William C. Buchmiller.*

June 14. Simon B. Hirsh.*

Sept. 13, John E Weaver.*
Oct. II, Howard F. Russell.*
" " Steve J. Owens.*

Nov. 8, John S. Wallace.*

1
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1882, Nov. 8, George B. Owen.*
" " Jacob- P. Shirk.*
" " Abram P. Shirk.*
" " Frank H. Coble.*
"

29, John C. Spaeth.*.

1883, Feb. 14, Arnold Haas.*

Mar. 14, William Frederick Reynolds, w.
" " Henry Carpenter.*
" " William D. Weaver,* a.

Apr. II, David W. Graybill,* <?.

Sept. 12, Charles F. Riedel.*
" " Samuel H. Price, (/.

Nov. 14, William Balz.*
" " Witmer J. Hess.*

1S84, Mar. 12, George L. Fisher.*

Tune II, Frank P. Darlington.*
" " '• Isaac N. Diller.*

" Henry B. Keller.*
" " John F. Heinitsh.*

Oct. 8, Michael F. Bowers. *, a.

Nov. 12, J. Frank Keller.*
" " John K. Murry.*

1885, Feb. II, George R. Rohrer.*
" " William B. Mower.*

Mar. II, Robert M. Agnew.*
Apr. 8, Edwin C. Steigerwalt.*

John R. Bricker.*

[., Daniel R. Fralich.*, a.

Christian G. Herr.*

Samuel Burns, ^, a.

Elwood Greist.*

Adam Geist.*, a.

Benjaniin F. Stauffer.*

(Incorrectly marked a/.)

1877, Nov. 14, William H. McCaskey.*
(Incorrectly printed McConkey.)

1879, Dec. 10, Jordan R. Foster.*, a.

1865,






